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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021 

Members Present 

Hon. Diane Archie, Hon. Frederick Blake Jr., Mr. Bonnetrouge, Hon. Paulie Chinna, Ms. Cleveland, Hon. 
Caroline Cochrane, Hon. Julie Green, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Lafferty, Ms. Martselos, Ms. Nokleby, Mr. 
Norn, Mr. O'Reilly, Hon. R.J. Simpson, Mr. Rocky Simpson, Hon. Shane Thompson, Hon. Caroline Wawzonek 

 

 The House met at 1:31 p.m. 

Prayer 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Frederick Blake Jr.): Item 2, 
Ministers' statements. Minister of Municipal and 
Community Affairs. 

Ministers' Statements 

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 148-19(2): 
MUNICIPAL AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS YOUTH 

INITIATIVES 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Mr. Speaker, with the 
recent announcement of the delay of the 2022 
Arctic Winter Games, I wanted to reach out to 
Northwest Territories youth and offer some words 
of encouragement to anyone who is feeling 
overwhelmed or disappointed by this news. As 
Minister responsible for Youth, I want to point out 
that young people can accomplish many incredible 
initiatives when they are motivated and take 
charge. I would like to start by using the example of 
the Western Arctic Youth Collective's Local 2 
Global Community Exchange held in Inuvik on 
March 2nd to 4th of this year. The organizers, a 
group of very dedicated young people, recently 
received an Arctic Inspiration Prize, which will help 
resource and highlight this event. It was a 
wonderful recognition of an inspiring effort by 
northern youth. 

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Municipal and 
Community Affairs also has resources that can 
assist with youth initiatives whether they are led by 
youth or youth supporting organizations. These 
include the: 

• NWT Youth Corps, including support for larger 
multiyear projects; 

• Youth contributions designed for smaller one-
time events; 

• Regional youth sport events focused on schools 
and communities to support tournaments in our 
regional centres and our smaller communities; 
and 

• Children Youth Resiliency Program, which 
supports existing or new programs intending to 
help younger residents with learning the basics 
of physical literacy and mental health resiliency. 

There are also dozens of programs that the 
department supports through other organizations, 
which includes: 

• Northern Youth Abroad; 

• Western Arctic Moving Pictures; 

• Dechinta Centre for Research and Learning; 

• Foster Family Coalition; and 

• smaller local and regional projects through 
community governments and school agencies. 

I also want to encourage youth to consider the 
NWT Youth Ambassador Program. The program 
offers a guided and structured volunteer 
experience. Participants have the opportunity to 
develop life and job skills as well as to build the 
confidence necessary to deal with complex life 
challenges. Later this spring, the department will be 
announcing a 2021 online event. Youth can reach 
out to any Municipal and Community Affairs Offices 
for more information on available opportunities. 

In closing, I want our youth to know that your 
communities and the Government of the Northwest 
Territories are here to support you. Please reach 
out to local staff and representatives to discuss 
ideas that you may have on what programs, 
activities, or initiatives may help you and other 
youth in your communities feel empowered and 
resilient. Some great initiatives have resulted from 
discussions like this in the past. It is so often the 
youth who show us what is possible. Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Ministers' 
statements. Minister of Health and Social Services. 

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 149-19(2): 
EMERGING WISELY – VACCINE UPTAKE IN THE 

NWT 

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As 
we approach the end of this sitting, I know that 
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Members of this House and residents of the 
Northwest Territories are looking forward to spring 
and summer in the North and all that it offers. This 
is a good time for us to reflect on the past year to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. It has been a 
long haul for all of us. 

The first case of COVID-19 in the Northwest 
Territories was confirmed on March 21, 2020. That 
was just shortly after the first Public Health Order 
restricted travel within the NWT and required all 
travellers coming in to isolate for 14 days in one of 
the four hub communities. In an effort to protect 
NWT residents and our health system, the Chief 
Public Health Officer also advised that all non-
essential services and businesses would close. The 
Emerging Wisely plan, released in May 2020, 
provided a framework for how the NWT would 
maintain the strong public health measures 
developed to contain the spread of COVID-19 and 
eventually ease them. 

Mr. Speaker, we are in a very different place than 
we were last year thanks to our collective efforts to 
follow the public health orders and measures for 
our own safety and the safety of our communities. 
While other provinces and territories have gone 
through repeated lockdowns, we have stayed the 
course to limit the spread of COVID-19 and avoid 
some of the most devastating impacts of the virus. 
NWT businesses, community groups, and other 
orders of government have created innovative ways 
to comply with the public health orders, or they 
have been granted permission to open up earlier 
than envisioned. Residents can enjoy sports such 
as hockey, squash, and curling. Businesses have 
increased their capacity, while still maintaining 
physical distancing and other controls. 

Mr. Speaker, we have learned how to reduce and 
live with the risk of COVID-19. Over time, we have 
been able to enjoy relative freedom within our 
borders because of the orders in place and 
residents' willingness to follow these orders. We all 
recognize that this has not been easy. Restrictions 
on businesses, gatherings, travel, and the 
requirement for mandatory self-isolation have all 
taken a toll. We look forward to the day when all 
restrictions can be lifted, and we are getting closer. 

The Chief Public Health Officer has advised that 
she is currently working with the COVID-19 
Secretariat to assess the future and look at targeted 
initiatives to ease some restrictions. She has 
committed to review Emerging Wisely during the 
month of April. There are a number of variables that 
will inform her decision, including: 

• how effective the vaccine is to prevent 
transmission of the virus;  

• when vaccines will be approved to be 

administered to everyone. Some measures 
must be maintained to protect children under 
18 and others who cannot take the vaccine for 
whatever reason; and finally, 

• how well the vaccine protects against the 
emerging variants such as those from the 
United Kingdom, South Africa, and Brazil.  

High overall vaccine uptake will be important to 
take into consideration as the Chief Public Health 
Officer assesses the risk level in the NWT. We 
strongly encourage all eligible residents to get 
vaccinated to help protect themselves and their 
communities from COVID-19.  

Mr. Speaker, as of yesterday, March 29th, over 
23,722 people have received their first dose of the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine in the NWT and 
13,933 have had both doses. Vaccine teams are 
currently going for third visits to many small 
communities to reach those who may have missed 
the clinics before or are ready to receive the 
vaccine now. All residents aged 18 and over in all 
33 communities across the NWT are able to book 
vaccine appointments. I anticipate a significant 
number of NWT residents will be fully vaccinated by 
the end of April, months ahead of many southern 
provinces. Having as many people vaccinated as 
possible is the key to moving forward. I am happy 
to be part of the group of NWT residents who are 
now fully vaccinated and would like to express my 
appreciation to the vaccination teams.  

Mr. Speaker, with a vaccine uptake between 
approximately 58 to 62 percent, we will require 
higher vaccine uptake in order to relax public health 
measures. That could mean larger groups of people 
getting together at home, at community gatherings, 
or at business locations. The Chief Public Health 
Officer will then look at how to modify the self-
isolation requirements and travel restrictions while 
we watch how the rest of Canada manages the 
spread of new variants and the rollout of vaccine. 
While the NWT has responded effectively to date to 
protect NWT residents, we need to remember that 
we are still in the middle of a global pandemic. We 
will see more and more things open up this spring 
and summer nonetheless.  

Mr. Speaker, we still must maintain some measures 
to protect those who are not able to receive the 
vaccine. I urge residents to remain patient, to do 
their part and get vaccinated if they are able to do 
so, encourage friends and loved ones to get their 
vaccines, and to keep up those healthy habits we 
have adopted since the beginning. It is through 
these collective efforts that we have so far been 
successful in navigating the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and we will count on these efforts as we move 
forward. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Ministers' statements. Minister of 
Municipal and Community Affairs.  

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 150-19(2): 
COVID-19 EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNDING 

FOR SPORT ORGANIZATIONS 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to provide an update to Members on 
additional sport funding provided to community 
governments and sport organizations through a 
partnership between the Department of Municipal 
and Community Affairs and Sport Canada. To date, 
the COVID-19 emergency support funding for sport 
organizations has provided a total of $1.8 million for 
communities and sport organizations in order to:  

• adapt their programs to meet public health 
requirements;  

• train and prepare staff and volunteers; 

• purchase specialized equipment; and most 
importantly of all,  

• continue to offer sport and recreation 
programming for the mental health and 
physical well-being of our residents.  

This is an increase of $263,000 above the $1.5 
million I announced last fall.  

Mr. Speaker, many of our residents benefit greatly 
from the investments we make in sport and 
recreation. These additional investments, supported 
by the Government of Canada, are especially 
important for our elderly residents, those with 
disabilities, people living in isolated communities, 
and those who cannot afford program fees. The 
mental and physical benefits of participation in all 
types of physical activity, recreation, and sports are 
well documented. Those benefits include improved 
mental health, improved heart and lung capacity, 
better sleeping patterns, control over chronic 
diseases like diabetes, reduced stress, and 
increased self-esteem. Sport and recreation 
investments are also important for leadership 
development, by offering training for coaches and 
officials, developing role models, and by building 
administration and capacity for volunteer 
organizations.  

Mr. Speaker, the COVID-19 emergency support 
funding for communities and sport organizations 
has already supported many activities. I would like 
to share a few of those examples with Members 
today.  

In Kakisa, the Ka'a'gee Tu First Nation has built a 
five-kilometer trail on the south side of the 
community for elders and all community members 
to get outside and enjoy the land. The trail is being 

used for walking, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and 
ice fishing at the river. It also gives community 
members easy access to firewood to heat their 
homes. Families also have been gathering at the 
river for cookouts, fishing, and other cultural 
practices. Community members are very happy 
with access to the trails and for the employment 
opportunities for the construction that it provided to 
the community members.  

In Tuktoyaktuk, the hamlet's recreation department 
partnered with the Tuktoyaktuk Community 
Corporation, Aimayunga Woman Shelter, Jason 
Jacobson Youth Centre, and the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation Student and Family Support Program 
on several activities, including a drive-through 
healthy foods feast with over 600 meals being 
provided for families before Christmas and an 
outdoor games day on January 16th as part of the 
Sunrise Festival with elders' story telling, a fishing 
derby, tug-of-war, and a harpoon-throwing 
competition.  

In Fort Good Hope, the community used their 
funding to support outdoor sport activities that were 
well received because they allowed the participants 
to maintain physical distancing requirements and 
allowed for purchasing of new equipment so that 
fewer people were handling it. 

In Tulita, the community used the funding to provide 
more programming, particularly for elders who have 
been greatly impacted by the pandemic.  

The COVID-19 emergency support fund for sport 
organizations has allowed these and many other 
activities to occur during a very difficult time. This 
latest top-up will continue this support. The 
ingenuity and innovation of communities and sport 
organizations has been simply wonderful, and we 
thank them. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Ministers' 
statements. Minister of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment.  

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 151-19(2): 
TOURISM 2025: ROADMAP TO RECOVERY 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker, later 
today, I will table Tourism 2025: Roadmap to 
Recovery. It is the new five-year plan for the future 
growth of tourism in the Northwest Territories. It 
was originally conceived as a strategy that would 
build upon the success of Tourism 2010, Tourism 
2015, and Tourism 2020. Each of these strategies 
set a goal for visitor spending, and every one of 
them exceeded their goal, with total visitor spending 
estimated to have risen from $130 million during the 
Tourism 2010 period up to an estimated $210.1 
million during the time of Tourism 2020. The 
success of Tourism 2020 was in spite of the severe 
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decline that began in the last part of the strategy, 
when COVID-19 arrived in the spring of 2020.  

Mr. Speaker, Tourism 2025 is a strategy for the 
future. It does not change the reality that, until 
visitors return to the Northwest Territories, 
economic relief measures are still needed. The goal 
for Tourism 2025 has shifted from one of continued 
growth to achieving recovery, with an ambitious 
goal to be back to the high numbers seen in 2018-
2019 for both visitor numbers and visitor spend. To 
achieve this in the medium term, we need our 
industry to survive the pandemic, so before I speak 
further about Tourism 2025, let me briefly note 
some of the short-term efforts being made. 

We continue to work with the Government of 
Canada and Northwest Territories Tourism to find 
ways to meet the immediate needs of NWT tourism 
businesses and the industry as a whole. Federal 
Northern Business Relief and Regional Relief and 
Recovery Funds have been available to help 
tourism businesses cover operational costs. For 
those tourism businesses that exhausted this 
funding, the Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment filled the gap.  

Thanks to our partnership with Canada's Northern 
Economic Development Agency, we have provided 
opportunities for tourism businesses to invest in, 
upgrade, or pivot their operations and services. 
Three million dollars is being invested in 99 tourism 
initiatives across the territory under the Growth and 
Recovery by Investing in Tourism, or GRIT, Fund. 
Together with Northwest Territories Tourism, we 
invested in training initiatives like digital boot camps 
for tourism businesses to learn and upgrade their 
online marketing skills. The promotion of 
staycations allowed tourism businesses to deliver 
their products to a new and overwhelmingly 
supportive local market. Our campaigns did more 
than generate some much-needed revenue; it 
awakened us as Northerners collectively to be 
better customers and ambassadors of our very own 
tourism product.  

Just as the pandemic is not over, neither are the 
GNWT's efforts to continue finding opportunities to 
partner with other funders to maximize funding and 
to identify gaps in funding programs that we can 
help fill. The department conducted industry 
engagements in preparation for Tourism 2025 
twice, first in the fall of 2019, but then again in the 
spring of 2020, in order to better understand the 
impact of the pandemic on the industry and to 
determine whether there was a shift in needs, 
opportunities, or priorities. What we learned may be 
surprising to some. While the reasons behind their 
priorities may have changed, the fundamental 
needs of the industry have not. The message from 
the tourism industry was clear and direct; 
government investment is needed, more now than 

ever, in tourism infrastructure, industry and product 
development, communication, and market 
research. From that engagement with stakeholders 
came four strategic priorities for Tourism 2025. 
They are:  

1. Invest in infrastructure, enhancements to 
products and services, and development of 
new products and services;  

2. Build capacity among operators and tourism 
staff through training and mentorship;  

3. Engage with tourism stakeholders, through 
enhanced communications and marketing 
efforts; and  

4. Gather and report key data, information, and 
insights to help guide and evaluate 
investments.  

The Tourism 2025 strategy includes specific 
activities under each strategic priority and the 
anticipated outcomes of that work.  

Mr. Speaker, the world wants to come to the 
Northwest Territories. The marketing efforts of 
Northwest Territories Tourism, our destination 
marketing organization, won international awards 
for their marketing efforts focused on telling the 
stories of the Northwest Territories. Yellowknife, as 
a gateway to all of the Northwest Territories, was 
named as one of National Geographic's 2021 
places to visit. That designation is not tied to any 
single moment in time, and it will not be lost in light 
of the tourism delays imposed by COVID-19. Being 
a place to go is tied to the spectacular stories that 
we have to tell.  

It will take time and it will take work, but we will 
recover. Our borders will open, and the Northwest 
Territories will once again take its place as a 
spectacular tourism destination. When we get 
there, and we will, Tourism 2025: Roadmap to 
Recovery will be in place to guide and grow our 
industry into the future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Very good 
time management. You finished at zero seconds on 
the clock. Ministers' statements. Item 3, Members' 
statements. Member for Hay River South. 

Members' Statements 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORTS 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
It has been just over a year since we entered the 
pandemic. It has been a year of living under orders 
established by the Chief Public Health Officer, 
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orders that, for some, have limited business as 
usual in the NWT.  

As we entered the pandemic, this government, 
along with the federal government, focused on 
addressing health concerns in order to ensure the 
safety of all citizens. As our borders closed, the 
negative impact on the economy and businesses 
became an immediate and harsh reality. There was 
little to no time for government to engage with 
businesses or spend months developing discussing 
papers on how to react. Timely decisions were 
needed to ensure immediate financial and in-kind 
support was provided to businesses that found 
themselves grounded and without a customer base. 
As businesses do every day, governments found 
they had to make decisions quickly, and to some 
surprise, they actually delivered.  

Mr. Speaker, from where I sit, I sense that this 
government is becoming complacent and may even 
be starting to look at this pandemic as coming to an 
end, which is far from reality. Although 
governments have provided financial support, 
businesses that continue to operate will now, more 
than ever, require both governments to be creative 
with additional and continued support if survival is 
expected. This government is starting to roll back 
and eliminate some of the business supports, and I 
would caution that approach. As we now have 
somewhat of a track record and figured out how to 
respond in a timely manner, now is the time to 
engage with businesses and confirm what supports 
have worked, what supports need to remain in 
place, and what supports are required. 

In saying that, it is important to remember that time 
continues to be of the essence in developing and 
implementing solutions if we expect businesses to 
survive. This may be as easy as getting more 
contracts, providing timely payments to northern 
vendors and contractors for goods and services 
purchased, or negotiating more contracts to ensure 
they remain in the hands of northern contractors. 
Whatever it is we have to do, we cannot take our 
foot off the gas pedal. 

Mr. Speaker, this government talks about lessons 
learned. I would ask each Minister to consider 
those lessons and to build on what has worked and 
revise or eliminate what has not, but it has to be 
done quickly. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay River 
South. Members' statements. Member for 
Nunakput. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
LACK OF MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT IN 

NUNAKPUT 

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mental 
health is critical for the health and well-being for our 
people. We all have felt the impact from our 
measures to keep the spread of COVID-19 under 
control. Symptoms like anxiety and depressive 
disorders are said to be increasing, in particular in 
your younger adults. Some people even ask for a 
vaccine to deal with mental health side effects from 
COVID.  

I'm concerned, Mr. Speaker, that, in the riding of 
Nunakput and the Beaufort-Delta, there is a lack of 
mental health support, particularly in Inuvialuit men 
and our youths. The struggle resulting from 
residential schools is not over. The impacts are still 
felt. Housing in small communities is limited. Some 
homes are crowded, which adds extra stress and 
frustration, which could lead to anguish and 
addictions. Sadly, food insecurity and poverty are 
no strangers to residents. Pursuing traditional 
activities or going out on the land are very 
expensive and difficult to afford. 

Mr. Speaker, mental health is not a luxury. Our 
communities are small. We have limited health 
resources. Social workers, doctors, and counsellors 
are often based in other communities, usually in 
Inuvik, which can make access difficult for some 
residents in the communities. Online programs 
such as Mental Health First Aid or confidential 
online chats through the NWT Help Line Facebook 
page are important for Northerners. 

This government has to get serious about 
reconciliation. It needs a more aggressive action 
plan for mental health supports in our communities. 
Reconciliation needs to be a planned action, with 
increased supports for crisis response, intervention, 
and healing. Mental wellness services need to 
include the culture and language of our people, 
draw on the wisdom of our elders, and be culturally 
relevant. I will have questions for the Minister of 
Health and Social Services at the appropriate time. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Nunakput. 
Members' statements. Member for Great Slave. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
APPRECIATION FOR NORTHERN ARTISTS 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In my 
statements, I have touched upon many areas of 
importance to me: addictions, infrastructure, and 
our resource sector, to name a few. However, one 
topic I haven't touched upon that is near and dear 
to my heart is jewellery and, more specifically, 
earrings. 

Those who follow me on social media, and likely 
everyone in this Chamber, are already aware of this 
passion, or should I say obsession, of mine with 
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earrings. This obsession only arose over the last 
year, as I didn't have much use for them in my 
previous life. I'd like to thank my colleague MLA 
Cleveland who first encouraged this burgeoning 
passion of mine by introducing me to the work of 
her friends, or "suppliers," such as Jesse Lafferty 
and Naomi Bourque who, along with Sheena 
Yakeleya, were some of the first northern artists I 
purchased from. 

As we entered the pandemic and money became 
tight for many, I realised I had a great opportunity to 
help northern artists by showcasing their work. I 
also saw how non-traditional earners and home-
based businesses were quickly falling through the 
gaps in federal COVID relief programs and people, 
particularly women, were struggling. As a result, I 
started purchasing more and more earrings and 
featuring photos of them online, tagging the artists 
wherever I could. Since then, I've seen friends in 
Saskatchewan and British Columbia sporting 
amazing pieces of northern, wearable art, and I feel 
the effect that I can have in this role. Social media 
has proven to be, and will continue to be, a 
powerful tool to help spread the work of our 
amazing artists beyond these territorial borders. 

As the year progressed, I realized I was personally 
reaping an amazing benefit from my earring 
obsession. I was connecting with an amazing group 
of people, generally women, who were teaching me 
about their traditional arts, cultures, and ways of 
life. Through social media, I've been allowed a 
glimpse into the lives of residents in all corners of 
our territory, and I have made lasting friendships. 
Friendships I would never have forged if it hadn't 
been for a small piece of birch bark or hide adorned 
with beads.  

One thing my parents always stressed to me was 
the importance of being a lifelong learner, that 
every experience brings with it an opportunity to 
learn and grow. Since the beginning of time, 
humans have used art to express themselves, tell 
our stories, and to educate. I wanted to use my time 
today to say thank you to all our amazing northern 
artists who continue to persevere, despite tough 
times, to create the pieces they love, including 
Great Slave constituent Sana Ashok, who made the 
earrings that I am wearing today. 

Mr. Speaker, I will have no questions for Cabinet 
today; rather, I take this moment to encourage them 
to support an artist in their region by purchasing a 
piece of art today. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Great 
Slave. Members' statements. Member for 
Thebacha. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
TALTSON EXPANSION 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last 
week on March the 23rd, I had the inspiring 
opportunity to visit the Taltson hydro dam for the 
first time. Since visiting the dam, I feel I've begun to 
truly appreciate and better understand the need for 
further investment into this type of infrastructure for 
the future. It has occurred to me that this expansion 
project is likely one of the most important 
infrastructure projects that the NWT has ever 
considered. 

Mr. Speaker, once built and even through 
construction, this expansion project will benefit all 
residents of the Northwest Territories. Not only will 
this project connect the Taltson and the North Slave 
hydro systems and not only will it connect the NWT 
electrical grid to the southern power grid, but it will 
also help to supply future electricity demands for 
the NWT, and will do so in a clean, non-polluting 
fashion, which is crucial in our efforts to de-
carbonize our economy by 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to be thinking long-term, 
which, in our context as a country, that's 
transitioning into low carbon digital and information 
technology-based economy. A key factory we must 
consider for this future economy includes the need 
to supply future energy demand for our society's 
everyday activities. For example, data centres have 
become an essential part of our modern economy. 
Data centres are considered the brains of the 
Internet as they help facilitate the core functions of 
information services such as storing, processing, 
and communication of data. As demand for mobile 
phone and Internet traffic increases, so does the 
need for data centres, which, in turn, requires 
electricity to power. Mr. Speaker, I seek unanimous 
consent to conclude my statement? 

---Unanimous consent granted 

MS. MARTSELOS: Moreover, Mr. Speaker, 
another example of major economic shift that will 
necessitate the need for more electricity in the 
future is the changing business model of all 
automobile manufacturers. Over the last two years, 
nearly all major automobile companies, such as 
Ford, General Motors, Toyota, Honda, Fiat, 
Chrysler, and others, have all stated their intention 
of going totally electric. Most of them are using the 
benchmark of either 2025 or 2030 for reaching this 
goal. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, for these reasons, as MLA 
for Thebacha and in the interests of the Indigenous 
file for the expansion, this is a very important piece 
of infrastructure that will be needed in the future. I 
will have questions for the Minister of Infrastructure 
later today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Thebacha. 
Members' statements. Member for Hay River North. 
Sorry. Yellowknife North. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
LAW LIBRARY AND OUTREACH WORKERS 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thought 
I moved to Hay River for a minute. Mr. Speaker, I 
love libraries. Libraries are community hubs. They 
are one of the last true public third spaces. They 
are keepers of knowledge for generations. I also 
love the law. I love the work we do in this House. I 
love the complex work society does of putting all of 
our norms into the written word. It should come as 
no surprise that I love law libraries, and one day, I 
wish to live in a place with a law library. In fact, if I 
lived in any other province or territory in Canada, I 
would be able to access a law library, except not 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, we in this House like to re-hash old 
debates, so I would like to revisit the closing of the 
law library that occurred in the last Assembly. 
During that time, it was predicted that the new law 
resource centre would become nothing more than a 
few blinking lights in a closed room, and that is 
what it is today. It's two computers with access to 
journals, but no staff and no one to help the public 
guide that. 

Mr. Speaker, law libraries are key to lawyers who 
are in trials and need to find a quick citation of a 
difficult case. They are key to members of the 
public to understand what laws they are living 
under. We in the Northwest Territories write new 
laws every day. Every time we settle a modern 
treaty, we are adding to the constitution of Canada. 
Law libraries track that information. They make sure 
it gets published, and they are at the forefront at the 
work we are doing, but no one is doing that work 
right now in the Northwest Territories. We have a 
serious problem with access to justice in this 
territory, and the beginning of that problem is literal 
access. The failures of the last law library were due 
to it being behind locked doors, and our current law 
resource centre requires you to find someone to 
give you a FOB to let you into that building. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage the Department of Justice 
to reinstate a law library or, at the very least, make 
sure that the law library is public facing. I do not 
think anyone is going to come in and steal the law 
books. Perhaps, we can keep them in an open 
door. However, there is much more in this area to 
do. I believe we need to look at our law resources 
and put them together in a more public-facing 
issue. Right now, access to justice is often too 
many appointments with multiple departments 
behind multiple closed doors. I encourage the 
Department of Justice to step out of its fourth-floor 

courthouse and truly be accessible to the public. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Yellowknife North. Members' statements. Member 
for Frame Lake. 

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
SUICIDE PREVENTION FUND 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. The 
recent announcement of $225,000 for a community 
suicide prevention fund is good news in our 
continuing struggle to confront this social tragedy. 
Providing up to $45,000 per project, the fund will 
enable Indigenous governments and non-
governmental organizations to develop and deliver 
community-based suicide prevention activities. The 
announcement stressed an approach through 
programs that are "culturally-safe and support the 
prevention of suicide by increasing community 
wellness and reducing stigma."  The announcement 
further said that the fund will prioritize projects that 
demonstrate a community development approach 
to suicide prevention, awareness, and stigma 
reduction. 

That's all good stuff, but it prompted a constituent of 
mine to write with her family experience of suicide, 
including factors of stigma, lack of intensive 
counselling, especially at the small community 
level, and follow-up after actual suicide attempts. 
My constituent stressed the need for continuing 
care after a suicide crisis as key to preventing 
chronic, personal cycles of suicide attempts. 
Individualized after-care plans and better family 
supports are needed.  

There are programs in place. The Community 
Counseling Program is a free and confidential 
service open to all residents. There are 70 staff and 
33 child and youth care counsellors, and same-day 
appointments that no longer have any wait lists. 
The Health and Social Services department says it 
is working on a "stepped care" model offering a 
wide range of service options. These include 
improvements to family and peer supports, e-based 
options, on-the-land as well as community options 
and increased in-patient care. I am told this work 
includes development of a suicide prevention and 
crisis response network in partnership with the 
NWT Health and Social Services Authority.  

Even with all of these initiatives, the Northwest 
Territories continues to suffer rates of suicide at 
alarming levels compared to other territories and 
provinces. I will have questions later today for the 
Minister of Health and Social Services on how our 
suicide prevention and follow-up efforts can be 
further strengthened. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame 
Lake. Members' statements. Member for Kam Lake.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
HOMEOWNERSHIP 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I would like to start off today by saying 
that I am honoured to be wearing sustainably 
harvested sealskin earrings made by the incredibly 
talented NWT artist found on social media under 
Inuk 360. 

Mr. Speaker, the North desperately needs more 
housing, so last week's announcement of a $57 
million investment from the federal government was 
a welcomed one. The need for safe, affordable, and 
well-built housing has been the North's primary 
social challenge for decades and has consistently 
been identified by Assembly standing committees 
as a root issue at the core of our social challenges.  

Today, governments have spent over 60 years 
trying, for one reason or another, to house 
Northerners. In the 1970s, the federal government 
handed much of the housing responsibility to the 
newly formed NWT Housing Corporation. In the 50 
years since, we see policies and programming that 
operate largely the same as those created by the 
federal government years ago. Territorial home 
ownership programs help low-income families 
access mortgages and home repair programs. 
These programs were introduced decades after the 
federal government housing programs pushed 
home ownership through the matchbox home 
housing loan program and the Northern Rental 
Purchase Program where residents purchased old 
rental stock.  

With variations of the same programming operating 
today, many of the same issues for homeowners 
still exist. In 2021, it is still not clear if current 
housing delivery and policy development is guided 
by the unique needs of the North or the federal 
government's perception of northern housing. We 
see evidence in the high number of new 
homeowners created by government home 
ownership programs who now deal with high 
mortgage arrears and houses that require 
thousands of dollars in repair.  

Housing challenges identified through federally 
designed programs in the 1950s are the same we 
hear about today. There is little incentive towards 
home ownership due to actual perceived limited 
equity growth, limited resale options in smaller 
communities, high operating costs, and the need for 
community-based trades. Limited economic 
opportunities, seasonal employment, and high cost-
of-living mean many rely on subsidized housing. 
Northern home ownership policies, like national 
policies, depend heavily on the principles of a 

wage-based economy with a private sector 
delivering and supporting housing options. Home 
ownership continues to be the Housing 
Corporation's best solution to northern housing 
challenges, Mr. Speaker, but there remains a need 
to address the long-standing gaps for community 
homeowners. I look forward to discussing home 
ownership solutions and the cost of community 
home ownership in the NWT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam Lake. 
Members' statements. Member for Monfwi.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
ELECTRICITY IN WHATI 

MR. LAFFERTY: Masi, Mr. Speaker. [Translation] 
Today, I am going to speak on electricity in my 
region. Right now, Whati doesn't have electricity to 
their community. They only have power by diesel 
generator, and it has stopped so many times, for 
over 20 hours. The residents of Whati are very 
concerned. I want to make a statement regarding 
that. [Translation ends] 

Mr. Speaker, last month, the community of Whati 
suffered a major power outage. It lasted an 
unbelievable well over 20 hours. It was a level 3 
power failure, the Power Corporation's highest level 
of emergency. The culprit was the community's out-
of-date diesel generators. There is a solution to the 
risky state of affairs at the Whati power station:  it is 
to get rid of those old generators and hook up 
Whati to the Snare hydro grid. Mr. Speaker, the 
department simply is not doing that.  

There is a sad irony in all of this. Get this, Mr. 
Speaker:  Whati is the closest community in the 
entire territory to the Snare hydro complex. It is 
right around the corner, a mere 40 kilometres away. 
Yellowknife, on the other hand, which is on the 
Snare hydro grid, is four times the distance, and 
they are on the system.  

Mr. Speaker, the Minister has offered to replace the 
worst of Whati's three ailing diesel generators. 
According to my people of Whati, that is not good 
enough. The Whati people are starting to make a 
lot of noise about this. There needs to be 
preventative measures. We need to prevent these 
types of events from happening in the future. Just 
consider if it was minus 50 or minus 60. Good thing 
it was minus 15 and minus 20 at that time. Mr. 
Speaker, at the appropriate time today, I will be 
asking the Minister of Infrastructure questions on 
this particular very important matter to my 
constituents. Masi.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Monfwi. 
Members' statements. Member for Tu Nedhe-
Wiilideh.  
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MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
PASSING OF CONSTITUENTS 

MR. NORN: Marsi cho, Mr. Speaker. A difficult 
message for my constituents today:  I want to send 
my sincerest condolences to the communities of 
Deninu Kue and Detah. Sadly, in Deninu Kue, we 
lost two elders, Henry Calumet and Mary Beaulieu. 
Loss is never easy, and to lose two of our 
knowledge-keepers in that close together of a time 
period is especially tough. The funeral service for 
Mary will be taking place this afternoon. I wish I 
could have been there. I send my prayers out to the 
Beaulieu and Calumet families.  

Mr. Speaker, sadly, we also recently lost a young 
man from Detah, David Sangris. His service will be 
taking place tomorrow afternoon at St. Patrick's 
church. My heartfelt condolences also go out to the 
family and community of Detah.  

I just want to say a few words. I get a lot of calls 
from frustrated community members from south of 
the border. They can't come to a lot of these 
services. I really feel for them. Those are really 
difficult calls to make when you tell somebody, 
"Unfortunately, no, because of public health orders, 
you can't be here and properly grieve." Closure is 
really important, Mr. Speaker.  

At the end of this pandemic when our public health 
orders are finished and we go back to life as we 
once lived it, we can have a good feast, a good 
drum dance, whatever culturally appropriate 
celebrations we have, and properly honour our 
loved ones that we lost during the pandemic. I give 
prayers out to my constituents during this time of 
loss. Marsi cho, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Tu Nedhe-
Wiilideh. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
families and communities at this time. Members' 
statements. Member for Nahendeh.  

MEMBER'S STATEMENT ON 
EULOGY FOR DILLON CAZON 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Dylan Gabriel Boniface Cazon was a 
young man who blessed us with his kind spirit, 
generous heart, and his infectious smile. He was 
born on January 26, 1993, to loving parents, Gilbert 
and Mary Jane Cazon, and was the brother of 
Bianca, Shannon, and Chantel. He was known to 
his nieces and nephews as "Uncle Pickles." Dylan 
shared his birthday with his late cousin, Daniel 
Allaire Jr.  

Dylan took pride in his family, whom he loved 
dearly, and cherished the friendships that he gained 
during his life. Dylan was a hunter, son, brother, 
uncle, nephew, cousin, friend, and companion. He 

was born into a bloodline of a traditional lifestyle 
and loved the freedom of being on the land. He 
loved to learn, protect, and take care of our land 
and waters. He also loved being on the fire-line 
alongside his crew members, the "Extreme Team," 
as they were called. He was a hard worker who 
loved his job and his coworkers.  

Dylan was an immensely proud Dene man who 
honoured his family's traditional way of life. He 
loved his family camp at Notana Lake, and this 
showed in all he did. Dylan was the only son in the 
family and was the third child of Gilbert and Mary 
Jane. He shared many fun times with little sister 
Chantel, including sharing the fond memory of 
cutting her hair and keeping themselves entertained 
with antics like sliding down the steps in a laundry 
basket.  

Dylan started working for De Beers at the Gahcho 
Kue Diamond Mine after he completed his mine 
training. Dylan was so proud of his newfound 
passion, and from what his boss and coworkers 
said, he was a dedicated worker and a joy to work 
with. It was during this time he met his girlfriend, 
Shauna Catholique, whom he loved very much, and 
her two beautiful daughters. Dylan was happy, and 
it was visible in all he did. He cherished every 
moment he spent with Shauna and their beautiful 
daughters. They embraced Dylan, and he 
embraced them.  

The family did not think of this as a loss but rather a 
celebration of life. We must remember how blessed 
we are to have known Dylan, his love, his kindness, 
and the love that he had for each and every one of 
us. May the love of his family and community 
surround him and provide guidance on this new 
journey. The family would like to thank everybody 
who reached out to them and helped them during 
this difficult time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Nahendeh. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family and community at this time. Members' 
statements. Item 4, recognition of visitors in the 
gallery. Member for Nahendeh.  

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I would like to recognize one of our 
translators here, Mary Jane Cazon, from Fort 
Simpson. She does a great job, and I thank her 
very much for being here today. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Nahendeh. I thank all the interpreters. You are 
doing a wonderful job keeping up to us even though 
we talk fast, a little too fast sometimes, but you are 
doing a very good job. Also, I was going to mention, 
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we do not have many visitors in the gallery, but 
there seems to be an uptake on people watching 
either on TV or Facebook, all these good 
compliments that Members are doing a good job. A 
big shout-out to Mr. Patrick Joss. I am sure many of 
us get Facebook messages from Patrick. I hope 
you are doing well and you know we are always 
thinking of you. He is usually up here in the gallery 
when he comes to visit. Also, everybody else out 
there, I hope you all have a good Easter, and thank 
you very much. Recognition of visitors in the 
gallery. Item 5, reports of committees on the review 
of bills. Item 6, reports of standing and special 
committees. Item 7, returns to oral questions. Item 
8, acknowledgements. Item 9, oral questions. 
Member for Hay River South.  

Oral Questions 

QUESTION 687-19(2): 
SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORTS 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Over the past several weeks, I have met with 
business owners who are concerned that the BDIC 
loan deferral program is ending this week, which is, 
I guess, tomorrow. It was indicated that the 
program has been very effective and was 
welcomed. Can the Minister of ITI confirm if her 
department is considering extending the BDIC loan 
deferral program after March 31st? Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay River 
South. Minister of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. It was already some time ago that there 
were conversations happening within the BDIC 
around what to do with the loan deferral program, 
and the option that we took was one of reaching 
out, in fact, to every single one of the 139 loan 
clients who had their loan payments deferred. In 
doing that, they were better able to tailor their 
response such that quite a number have actually 
begun to resume their regular payments. Of the 
remaining 76, in fact, who had requested some 
further reductions or deferrals, they were able to 
tailor-make the program to either defer or to reduce 
payments or to essentially otherwise be able to be 
really business-specific and client-specific in their 
response rather than a blanket deferral. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: That is good news for 
businesses. Businesses are also concerned that 
the interested rates charged by the BDIC are higher 
than those currently charged by the banks, and a 
good reason for it. Can the Minister confirm if the 
BDIC would consider reviewing current interest 
rates charged to clients and potentially reducing it 

retroactive to the beginning of the pandemic and at 
least for the duration of the pandemic?  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Interest rate 
reductions certainly are a little bit more 
complicated, and that is really a lot of the way in 
which the BDIC generates the funds on which it 
relies to actually run the programs that it provides 
and to provide the loan portfolio that it currently 
has. It's a fairly delicate balance. That is not 
something that is right now being looked at. That 
said, obviously, as we move into a recovery stage 
and continue to go through the recovery stage, 
BDIC, as I just said in my last response, continues 
to be quite client-oriented in looking at specific 
ways of solving issues and solving problems, so I 
am confident that, if that is an option that is 
available to them, they will look at it but again with 
the caveat that that is an area that is one that has 
to be fairly delicately balanced.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Some of the BDIC clients 
have had limited or no revenue over the last year 
due to the pandemic. Yet, they are required to pay 
interest and principal amounts on equipment that is 
not generating any revenue or assets that are 
sitting idle. Considering that the BDIC is a 
developmental lender, will the Minister consider 
having the BDIC waive some of the interest 
accrued on BDIC loans as a supportive initiative for 
those businesses impacted by the pandemic? This 
would allow them to, hopefully, the ones who 
require the help, survive this probably another year 
of slow business.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: As I said at the 
beginning, my understanding is that BDIC has 
contacted all of their clients. There were some 
whom they were unable to get a hold of, and 
certainly, there are no doubt some whose situations 
may continue to change. I cannot say strongly 
enough that, anyone who is a client of BDIC or who 
might benefit as a client of BDIC, that they please 
get in touch with the loans officers. There are a 
number of different options. For example, although 
some businesses have restarted on their regular 
payments, some have renegotiated to actually have 
lower payments than what they had before, some 
are paying only principal or only interest, and some 
are seeking to continue to defer entirely. BDIC is 
really trying to be client-oriented here, so what I 
would say, again, is:  rather than a blanket tool, we 
are trying to be client-specific and client-responsive, 
so if there are businesses out there which need that 
support, please contact the BDIC. They are going 
to work with them to try to continue to provide the 
supports that they have been providing.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Hay River South.  
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MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
There is some concern whether or not all or most 
existing business supports put in place at the outset 
of the pandemic will continue or end at March 31st 
or sometime thereafter. Can the Minister give us 
some idea what business supports will continue in 
place and which ones will be eliminated? Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: There is actually 
quite a complex network of supports, I would say, 
both from the federal government, some from the 
GNWT, and many through the support of both 
levels of government. Right now, it's really only the 
GRIT program that is certainly sunsetting. A lot of 
the other programs were filling in of gaps or topping 
up of programs. It is certainly our effort and our 
intention to continue to do that into the new fiscal 
year. A lot of things became available in the latter 
part of this fiscal year, when there was an 
awareness that, for example, some businesses 
needed bookkeeping support, so running that 
program up so that those who needed it could get 
those supports to apply for further funding. As much 
as can remain in place will remain in place, and as 
the new year gets off and as we receive a federal 
budget later this month and find out what is coming 
out there, I am very confident we are going to 
continue to do what we have done over the last 
year, which is to fill gaps and to top up and to find 
areas that are not otherwise being addressed and 
to continue to address them. Again, there is no 
intention to stop supports. It's a matter of figuring 
out, as the pandemic progresses, what we need to 
do. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Monfwi.  

QUESTION 688-19(2): 
LACK OF POWER FOR WHATI 

MR. LAFFERTY: Masi, Mr. Speaker. I have talked 
about Whati, the transmission line, the power 
generators in the community, the lack thereof, 
power to the community. The community of Whati is 
somewhat confused now. For the last 10 or 15 
years, they have been talking about the Whati Nailii 
project, and then, just recently, they are starting to 
talk about a Snare hydro transmission line, and now 
we are talking about a new generator going into the 
community. I would like to ask the Minister of 
Infrastructure:  what is the latest status? Where are 
we at with the community's transmission line, either 
from the hydro perspective, from Snare Hydro, or 
the transmission line directly to the community? 
What is the status on that? Masi. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Monfwi. 
Minister responsible for the Northwest Territories 
Power Corporation. 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The Whati transmission line, where we're at right 
now, we're advancing, planning, consulting, and 
engaging the activities, which involves the 
construction of the 60-kilometre transmission line to 
be able to replace the diesel electricity generation. I 
do want to note that we are actively working with 
the Tlicho government on this project and are 
meeting this week to be able to discuss the creation 
of a working group. That's where we're at, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. LAFFERTY: When I speak in this House, I 
represent my people, as their voice. It's the 
community of Whati today I'm speaking of, and they 
are tired of the talks under way, the consultation 
that the Minister alluded to. There needs to be an 
action-oriented process. This has been a long wait, 
well over 20 years since we talked about the mini-
hydro initiative. Now, a transmission line. We're still 
talking today, 20 years versus 20 hours of a power 
outage. I, for one, would like for this government to 
act on what is in the best interest of the community, 
and that is the power hook-up. The next question I 
have is:  how much would it cost to hook up Whati 
onto the Snare power grid and what portion of that 
would be the federal government's perspective?  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: We are currently hoping to 
finalize the routing for the project with the Tlicho 
Government, as it is on their lands, as the Member 
mentioned. It is an important aspect of this project, 
once the route is selected, to be able to undertake 
a technical and routing work to be able to cost and 
support the funding application to Canada. We're 
not there yet in terms of what the actual costs may 
be, other than we are planning, we're engaging, we 
are doing some of the working group stuff that 
needs to be done to be able to go forward with the 
project.  

MR. LAFFERTY: It's important that we highlight the 
proposals that are going forward with the GNWT 
and the federal government, talking about the 
technical work that the Minister alluded to. I would 
like to ask more specifically:  regarding the hydro 
hook-up for Whati, what technical work needs to be 
completed for this government to finalize its 
application for the Investing in Canada 
infrastructure program? 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: I may have to get back to 
update the technical work regarding the route. It is 
at the early stage of where we're at with the 
planning, so it's hard for me to be able to speak 
technically about this issue without understanding a 
little bit more on what it would take. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Monfwi. 
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MR. LAFFERTY: Masi, Mr. Speaker. The Minister 
touched on the formation of a working group to deal 
more specifically with the Whati transmission line 
project. I would like to know whether that will be 
established during the life of the 19th Assembly? 
We still have two and a half years. Obviously, I 
would like for this to be expedited because the 
community wants to prevent this from happening, 
the 20-plus-hour power outage, so could we 
expedite the process of establishing the working 
group and, during the life of this Assembly, a 
proposal be submitted to the federal government? 
Is that possible, Mr. Speaker? Masi. 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: The Member will be happy 
to know that we hope to have a funding application 
to Canada within the next 12 months. I do want to 
make note that, on April 17th, I'll be meeting with the 
Tlicho Government in Behchoko, and we have five 
subject matters on the menu: the Whati access 
road off Highway No. 9, Highway No. 3 safety 
concerns, the Slave Geological Province Corridor, 
the Whati transmission line, and Gameti mini-hydro. 
Those are some of the subject matters that I will be 
speaking to the Tlicho Government about on April 
17th. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Thebacha. 

QUESTION 689-19(2): 
TALTSON EXPANSION 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given 
the Minister's recent visit along with her senior 
management to the Taltson Dam site, does the 
Minister agree that this expansion project is one of 
the most important pieces of infrastructure for the 
future of the NWT economy? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Thebacha. 
Minister of Infrastructure. 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes, I agree. This is a priority of the 19th Legislative 
Assembly because it's a critical piece of 
infrastructure. The Taltson expansions is critical to 
the future of the economy of the Northwest 
Territories and also to be able to meet some of our 
greenhouse gas reduction targets. We remain 
committed to advancing this project and also 
working with Indigenous partners to explore some 
economic development and job creation 
opportunities. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

MS. MARTSELOS: I know the Minister has seen 
the trends within the automobile industry regarding 
electric vehicles and the future. Does the Minister 
consider this economic trend as a key indicator for 
the importance of this expansion project? 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Yes; another yes. Growth in 
electric vehicles has been considered in the 
business case. We all know that we need to be able 
to head towards electrification of the economy to be 
able to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions but 
also to stay competitive. The best way to be able to 
do this is through renewable hydro power such as 
the Taltson expansion. 

MS. MARTSELOS: Does the Minister agree with 
the need to supply energy to the information 
technology and digital economies of the future? 
Does the Minister consider these as essential 
factors for the business case for this project? 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: While the information 
technology and digital economies were not 
specifically considered in this business case, as I 
said, we need renewable power to green industry 
and electrify our economy. We also need to be able 
to attract green investment in mining and also 
reduce some of our greenhouse gas emissions. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Thebacha. 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I hope 
I get a yes on the last one, too. I want the Minister 
to understand that, to prepare for the Taltson 
expansion, the superintendent must be reinstated in 
a central office in Fort Smith with proper office 
support and the lines must be under that 
superintendent. Would the Minister consider this? 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: The Taltson expansion 
project is in the business case, like I just said, 
development phase. This work is led by the 
Department of Finance with support from the 
Department of Infrastructure. The GNWT and the 
Indigenous government partners have established 
a working group and have actively engaged in the 
scoping and the development of the proposed 
Taltson hydro expansion project and also exploring 
options for a business partnership. I think the 
Member will be happy to hear that. I also relayed to 
the community members that, should the expansion 
project proceed through the business development 
phase, NTPC will consider what impact this will 
have on staffing for the region. Further to this, with 
my NTPC and Infrastructure hat on, NTPC regional 
offices are staffed by employees from a cross-
section of divisions, with some reporting to 
supervisors who may not be based in their 
communities. The crew line is one example where 
safety, efficiency, and availability of resources uses 
this structure, which is considered best practice in 
the utility industry. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Yellowknife North.  
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QUESTION 690-19(2): 
LAW LIBRARY AND OUTREACH WORKERS 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first 
answer, I am hoping for a yes. Presently, right now, 
if you want to access the law resource centre, it is 
behind a locked door. Is the Minister willing to 
unlock the door? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Yellowknife North. Minister of Justice.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
love it when I can say "yes," so I wish the Member 
would have asked me a different question.  

---Laughter 

In this case, Mr. Speaker, having access to the 
library through a FOB allows there to be 24-7 
access for lawyers in the territory, which is valuable 
for small law firms and independent lawyers who 
have the ability to go to the courthouse any time of 
the day, after hours, and get into the legal resource 
centre. During the day, members of the public can 
access that resource, as well. They just have to talk 
to staff, and they will let them in. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. JOHNSON: I was really hoping that we could 
free the books there. I think there is a larger 
question here about, since the cut was made to the 
law library, whether there are any plans in this area. 
That would begin with reinstating a law librarian 
position. Does the department have any plans to 
reinstate a law librarian?  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: No. I want to thank the 
Member for bringing this up because, really, what 
the issue is, as I see it, is access to justice. A law 
librarian in Yellowknife is a way to increase that 
access to justice. Primarily, though, it is a tool for 
lawyers. I think that we share the same ideal of 
increasing access to justice, and there are other 
ways to do it. If we were to put resources into 
something, I don't think that a law librarian in the 
downtown Yellowknife courthouse is necessarily 
the best way to do it and the best way to reach the 
most citizens of the territory.  

MR. JOHNSON: I tend to agree with the Minister, 
but my concern here is that we seem to have no 
plans in this area to increase access to justice. 
Right now, I know that we have done some good 
work. We have one outreach lawyer. They run a 
Legal Aid clinic that does some of this work in 
poverty law, but I think there is definitely much 
more that can be done in that area. I think it starts 
by having it be a more public-facing law centre, one 
where people can find access to resources. Are 
there any plans to expand our current Legal Aid 
outreach clinic so that, perhaps, people looking for 
information can start there?  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: We just went through a 
lengthy budget process, and as the Member is 
aware, there are no additional resources in that 
budget for the Legal Aid outreach clinic. That being 
said, I think that it is a very valuable area, and it is 
one area that I am pushing for and trying to figure 
out how we can expand it. I think that it is one of 
those areas that we could have even located 
outside of Yellowknife. We could have a position 
somewhere else and expand the access to 
residents across the territory. There are 
opportunities for outreach lawyers to create 
educational materials for residents to give them 
better access to justice.  

This is one area that I am definitely looking into. We 
are gathering the statistics. We are making the 
cases. Hopefully, we will be able to add something 
in the future. We are lobbying the federal 
government. I will note that the Northwest 
Territories probably has, maybe next to Nunavut, 
the most generous Legal Aid services in Canada by 
a long shot. The budget is already stretched pretty 
tight, but I think that it is a place that we really 
should be looking at making more investments.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am 
glad to hear that this is something that the Minister 
is looking into. I think that one of the concerns that I 
have in this area is that the resources seem to be in 
a lot of different places. I know that Legal Aid does 
good work, and I know that the court workers do 
good work. The law resource centre could use a 
little work. There seems to be a lot of resources in 
different places. I think the solution here is really 
bringing them together into some sort of arm's-
length law centre, a place that could take on 
articling students. I know there is talk in this territory 
of starting a law school similar to Nunavut, a place 
that you could actually go and have access to a 
multitude of services. In reviewing this, is the 
Minister willing to look into how we are currently 
setting out resources between the Legal Aid 
commission, the law resource centre, or the 
Department of Justice, and perhaps there is some 
room to put them all in one, more public-facing 
body? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: The Member raises great 
points. This legal resource centre was initially 
supposed to be more open to the public on the first 
floor of the courthouse, but things came up during 
renovations. It moved up to the fourth floor. He is 
correct that it is separate from a lot of our other 
resources. I think that is the type of work that we 
need to be doing, looking at how we can have more 
of a storefront, how we can make these services 
more accessible. As we move forward, I am having 
those conversations with the department. There is 
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nothing in the works right now, given that we don't 
have the new offices lined up, and there are costs 
associated with it and a lot of work that needs to be 
done. I think these are the kinds of things that we 
need to be doing as a government. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Frame Lake.  

QUESTION 691-19(2): 
SUICIDE PREVENTION AND AFTERCARE 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My 
questions are for the Minister of Health and Social 
Services. In my statement, I outlined some of the 
good work her department is doing on suicide 
prevention, but I also pointed out some issues 
around after-care as highlighted by a constituent 
with personal experience. Can the Minister tell us 
whether it is normal practice to develop an after-
care plan for individuals who have attempted 
suicide, how such plans are monitored, and what 
support is available for affected families? Mahsi, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame 
Lake. Minister of Health and Social Services.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you to the Member for Frame Lake for the 
question. Once a suicide attempt has taken place, 
the first step is to assess whether the person 
requires medical treatment and, as part of the 
medical treatment, whether the person would 
benefit from being certified under the Mental Health 
Act. That would be hospital route. The non-hospital 
route is to speak with the individual, determine that 
admission to the hospital is not necessary, and then 
do a risk assessment with them.  

When it is deemed safe for the person to leave the 
hospital, they take with them a safety plan that 
includes community-based supports as well as a 
referral to follow-up services, such as the 
Community Counselling Program and/or psychiatry. 
Psychiatry wait times for urgent cases are one to 
two weeks.  

These plans are individualized based on need, but 
it is important to know that it is up to the person to 
follow through with these plans and access the 
supports and services. If the person has not been 
assessed and in need of hospitalization, then there 
isn't a way for the Department of Health and Social 
Services to impose treatment on that person. It 
needs to be driven by them, and our role is to make 
sure that they have a full understanding of the 
supports that are available to them. Thank you.  

MR. O'REILLY: I want to thank the Minister for that. 
I am just not sure that someone who has attempted 

suicide is always in a place where they can accept 
that kind of advice. There doesn't seem to be, I 
think, enough support for families, and that is what 
my constituent has said. Regarding the 
implementation of the stepped care element of the 
mental wellness and addictions recovery plan, can 
the Minister say how the proposed measures will 
emphasize follow-up on suicide attempts to really 
improve after-care and support for families?  

HON. JULIE GREEN: The stepped care approach 
is not specifically focused on suicide. It's about 
providing a seamless pathway of care to individuals 
who are looking for it. There is focus, of course, 
within this particularly on mental health and 
addictions. What this approach has enabled us to 
do is to eliminate waiting lists for care. The care is 
provided as needed, so it's possible to get a same-
day appointment. If you need another appointment 
tomorrow, you can come back tomorrow. There isn't 
this old-fashioned way of making a block of 
appointments once a week for several weeks. The 
other thing that the stepped care approach does is 
link the individual with other supports within the 
system. As I say, the idea is a seamless pathway 
approach to care where the person is hooked up 
with both formal and informal supports, traditional 
and non-traditional supports, so that they can take 
advantage of those. 

The other part of this is an online presence. It has 
to do with apps. We have a relationship with the 
Strongest Families Institute, which provides care for 
families who have children and young people. 
There's also another app coming right away which 
is for young people where they can text and email 
to the service provider and obtain support that way. 
What we're trying to do here is provide a spectrum 
of supports. We recognize not everyone wants to 
use an app, but then again, not everybody wants to 
sit in a counselling office. We're trying to provide a 
variety of supports here to support people to obtain 
and maintain their good mental health. 

MR. O'REILLY: I want to thank that Minister for 
that. In the Minister's replies to some email 
questions that I had sent, the Minister mentioned 
development of a suicide prevention and crisis 
response network in partnership with the Northwest 
Territories Health and Social Services Authority. 
Can the Minister explain how this partnership will 
be brought to bear to support communities when a 
crisis occurs, where these resources will come 
from, and how communities can initiate the process 
themselves?   

HON. JULIE GREEN: It all starts with a critical 
incident, and the community reaching out to the 
health authority to ask for help. Once that step has 
been accomplished, then there's a conversation 
about what kind of help is required. Then the 
authority engages with finding those additional 
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supports, whether they come from inside the 
community, inside the region, from Yellowknife, or 
from outside of the territory. They try to meet the 
goals that the community has. Maybe those are 
one-on-one counselling. Maybe they feel like they 
need critical incident debriefs or other outreach 
supports or outreach supports to help them cope 
with the critical incident that's happened. 

This system is in place now. I know it was recently 
used in connection with an incident in Tuktoyaktuk. 
What happened there was that a counsellor flew in 
from Paulatuk to assist the community, and there 
were people who flew in from Yellowknife to assist 
the community. The idea is to try and bring together 
a group of supports who can work at the 
community's request on healing from the incident 
that has taken place.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I 
want to thank the Minister for that. I know the 
Minister recently announced a community suicide 
prevention fund at $225,000 total, and up to 
$45,000 per project. That would really only help 
maybe up to five communities. Can the Minister say 
how this program will be further rolled out, 
especially in collaboration with our existing staff and 
counsellors, and how the initial projects are going to 
be monitored and evaluated?  Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 

HON. JULIE GREEN: The community suicide 
prevention fund was announced earlier this month, 
and that's a very short window for spending the 
money in this fiscal year. There was a commitment 
to work with communities to fund their projects early 
in the next fiscal year so that they would get a jump 
on this. What I do know from the department is:  
there's been a lot of interest in this fund. I know that 
there are groups who have been able to finalize 
proposals and offer their own suicide prevention 
and intervention programming. 

The Member mentioned that $45,000 is the cap. 
That doesn't mean that every group will apply for 
that amount of money. Some of the proposals that 
have come in are for significantly less money than 
that, so our hope is that more than five communities 
will benefit. Having said that, this is a brand new 
fund, and we need to test it out to see if it is the 
right amount of money. If it needs more money, 
then we're going to need to talk to Health Canada 
about more money. It's important for the 
community-based organization, whether it's an 
Indigenous government or a non-profit or a 
community government, to work with local 
counselling teams to plan the activity that they want 
funded and to make sure that there is support and 
connection there for the most effective program 
delivery. What the department does is focus on the 

uptake, how many people participated and what did 
they themselves report as outcomes. Because 
these are community-based projects and each one 
can be different, the department is not planning to 
formally evaluate each of the projects. What we 
know about suicide prevention is to increase 
protective factors and address risk factors, and my 
hope for this fund is that the money will do both of 
these things. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Kam Lake. 

QUESTION 692-19(2): 
HOMEOWNERSHIP 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. In the 2007 Auditor General's report on 
housing, it was found that about 71 percent of NWT 
Housing Corporation mortgages were in arrears. I'm 
wondering if the Minister of Housing can let us 
know what the average annual cost of home 
ownership mortgages are to the NWT Housing 
Corporation and including any maintenance or 
repair costs that the NWT Housing Corporation 
funds, as well. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam Lake. 
Minister responsible for Northwest Territories 
Housing Corporation. 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Presently, we have 321 mortgage files; 103 of 
them, we are receiving payment, and 218 are in 
arrears. Three of those are in Yellowknife. For the 
upcoming year, the Housing Corporation plans to 
invest $5 million into home ownership programming 
to support private homeowners with their home 
needs and repairs. The Housing Corporation also is 
contributing assistance for a residential 
enhancement care program, $2 million; care 
maintenance program, $872,000; fuel tank 
replacement for homeowners, $500,000; Providing 
Assistance for Territorial Homeownership, the 
PATH program to homeownership, $75,000; 
Securing Assistance for Emergencies, $1.5 million; 
seniors aging in place, retrofits and repairs, 
$800,000. We're looking at the loans that are given 
out, as well, and considered to be forgivable loans 
that are not payable back to the Housing 
Corporation if the grant and the conditions are met. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MS. CLEVELAND: Can the Minister also confirm 
what the annual operating cost is per public 
housing unit in the Northwest Territories?  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: As per the audit for 2019-
2020, the financial statement, the approximate cost 
is $62 million. This is for the utilities and 
maintenance costs for delivery of the public housing 
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program, and it translates to $25,000 per unit per 
year. 

MS. CLEVELAND: Does the Minister have any 
ideas of what the leading causes of mortgage 
arrears in the Northwest Territories and how the 
Northwest Territories Housing Corporation intends 
to address these challenges through their 
homeownership programs? 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: The Housing Corporation 
continues to work very closely with our tenants and 
supports the collection of rental and mortgage 
arrears, including developing affordable repayment 
plans and counselling, as well. As a result of this 
work, the Housing Corporation maintains a high 
collection rate of 90 percent. In the 2021-2024 
corporate business plan, we continue to make a 
commitment to maintain that amount to 90 percent 
of annual collection rates. The Housing Corporation 
is continuing to be providing repayable mortgages 
or loans that were established in 2007. Since 2007, 
the Housing Corporation also continued to collect 
on these old legacy files. The work also involves 
entering into affordable repayment plans, where 
necessary, with existing mortgage clients. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Kam Lake. 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I am wondering if the Minister can speak 
to how the NWT Housing Corporation is driving the 
changes needed for communities to have 
affordable access to building material, repair, and 
maintenance within all communities of the 
Northwest Territories. Thank you. 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: This is a question that 
was asked throughout the trips that the Housing 
Corporation made prior to September of last year. 
We are looking at providing building materials at 
our local housing authorities to support private 
homeowners in smaller communities. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Nunakput. 

QUESTION 693-19(2): 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN NUNAKPUT 

COMMUNITIES 

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today, 
my questions are for the Minister of Health and 
Social Services on providing mental health services 
across the Delta and my riding of Nunakput. Can 
the Minister provide me with an update on the 
activities supporting mental health that will take 
place in our small communities, including the 
Nunakput region, this year? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Nunakput. 
Minister of Health and Social Services. 

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Particularly in Nunakput, it's my understanding that 
there are child and youth care counsellors in place 
in the schools to assist children and youth. There 
are wellness workers and there are child and youth 
family counsellors; I understand that that particular 
position in Tuktoyaktuk is now vacant. These 
people would be delivering the Community 
Counselling Program, as well as the child and youth 
care counsellor program. In addition to that, there 
would be various virtual supports such as the Help 
Line, the apps, and then, in the event of a critical 
incident, which I know Tuktoyaktuk had earlier this 
month, there would be additional supports that 
would come into the community from other 
locations to provide help as requested by the 
community. Thank you. 

MR. JACOBSON: What other culturally appropriate 
mental health supports are currently available for 
Northerners?  

HON. JULIE GREEN: It's my hope that we are 
delivering culturally appropriate services in all of our 
different offerings, but some of the ones that I 
haven't yet mentioned are the suicide prevention 
fund, which my colleague from Frame Lake 
mentioned. It's an application-based community 
development program; the peer support program, 
which assists people who require after-care 
supports from facility-based treatment; another is 
on-the-land programming, which would be applied 
for by the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation and 
distributed to the communities. That's a good pot of 
money that can be spent in a very flexible way. It 
can be pre-care, it can be family-based counselling, 
it can be after-care. It's my understanding that the 
IRC did apply for that money in this fiscal year, and 
a new pot of money will be available on Thursday.  

MR. JACOBSON: We're going towards a digital 
age, even though I always say it's always good to 
have people coming to our communities to talk to 
people instead of doing it digitally or through the 
Internet and stuff like that. What is the Minister 
doing to move towards digital healthcare for 
residents like they do in the health centres for 
doctors? Are they able to do that with people with 
mental illness and stuff like that to take the time 
with their patients, the southern doctors who are 
available? Is that available to the people? 

HON. JULIE GREEN: There is virtual care 
available to some extent in all communities. We 
have recently signed an agreement with the federal 
government that will enable us to enhance our 
virtual care offerings all across the NWT. We 
recognize that this is a way to put people in touch 
with specialized services, or services in their 
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community while they have vacancies in critical 
positions. I do believe that virtual care is the way of 
the future, and we see that. We are enhancing that 
as money becomes available.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Nunakput. 

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank 
the Minister for that. I really think we should be 
going towards Zoom conferences like we've been 
doing now. I really think that there are companies 
that do this professionally for youth across Canada. 
They have people who have been testing it with 
First Assist, John Chabot or Devin Buffalo out of 
Wetaskiwin, both former hockey players, but 
something like that for our youth. We need it. We 
have nothing going on in the communities. They're 
struggling, our youth. We can only do so much, I 
know, but there have to be ways that we can tap in 
to help them and really drill down to the issue and 
try to provide service for them. I'd really like to ask 
the Minister if she would look at something like that, 
a Zoom conference for our youth, a Zoom 
conference for men, a Zoom conferences for ladies, 
whatever they choose to do? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

HON. JULIE GREEN: One of the hallmarks of the 
programming in the department is that they like to 
offer people a choice so that we are not imposing 
one-size-fits-all service for all the people of the 
NWT. It varies by what they want for themselves. I 
think that having a Zoom presence for conferences 
is a good idea. Depending on whether that has a 
health focus or more of a youth motivation focus, 
that might be something that MACA can assist with, 
as well. If the Member has a specific idea for a 
project, then I would invite him to speak to myself 
and speak to the Minister of Municipal and 
Community Affairs about how we can bring it to life. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
question. Member for Hay River South. 

QUESTION 694-19(2): 
COMMUNITY GARDEN 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
These questions are for the Minister of health. Oh, 
no, sorry. The Minister of ITI.  

---Laughter 

Yesterday, the Minister of ITI talked about 
agriculture and community gardens, and I'd like to 
speak more about community gardens. We have 
people spending more time in the territories. We 
have an opportunity to get people out there learning 
about gardening. Myself, I have no idea. I don't 
mind eating the food that comes out of there, but if 

you ask me to grow anything, good luck. What I'd 
like to talk about is that, in Hay River, which is 
probably the capital of community gardens, we 
have an opportunity to do something in the smaller 
communities.  

I just want to give you an example, for instance. In 
the community of Kakisa, they've had assistance, I 
think, from Guelph University. They put in a couple 
of greenhouses, and I think they even may want to 
expand the gardening by developing a five-acre plot 
to grow vegetables and that. You have got a 
community there of, just as an example, I don't 
know how many people, 70, 80 people or a 
hundred maybe. They have an opportunity to 
actually be self-sufficient in that area, and we need 
some test cases. It's just not Kakisa. There are 
other smaller communities that we could really do 
something with, so I would like to ask the Minister 
to provide support for communities like that. For 
instance, say Kakisa, they might need $25,000 to 
make this happen, and a lot of the communities, 
they might not come forward to Hay River and talk 
to anybody. I would ask the Minister if she would be 
willing to commit her department to reaching out to 
these communities and seeing what they can do to 
help them, to make sure the applications are in 
there. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay River 
South. Minister of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The Department of ITI has a wealth, a 
variety, of different programs and funding 
opportunities for programs just such as this. Yes, 
while I am happy to give the yes and say that we 
will reach out to Kakisa to make sure that they are 
aware of it, there are so many options and 
opportunities. If there are communities, Indigenous 
organizations, Indigenous governments, individuals 
thinking about creating some sort of small 
agriculture project, wanting to learn more about 
commercial agriculture, there are funding 
opportunities for small-scale foods programs; there 
are funding opportunities to support learning about 
food processing, food development, how to market, 
how to get involved in agriculture. All of these 
different areas have funding opportunities. We will 
ensure that we reach out directly to Kakisa, but 
again, as we are coming up on the growing season, 
please, I would again encourage people to reach 
out to their local EDO or ITI representative because 
there is money there to be spent on exactly this. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: I would ask the Minister 
to, as well, reach out to other communities, just to 
make sure that everybody is aware of what is 
available. However, I would like to take this a step 
further, as well. We have people out there; we have 
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people who we say are homeless, but they have all 
got skills. You know what we say about idle hands. 
What I would like to see is the department work 
with maybe other departments to find ways to allow 
people to maybe participate in developing 
greenhouses and go further, as well, and maybe 
look at the correctional centres. You have got 
SMCC in Hay River. I think, at one time, they may 
have been doing that, but for some reason, maybe 
it stopped. I would like to ask the Minister if she 
would consider working with the Minister of Justice 
to see if there is something we can do to provide 
that opportunity, as well, if it's feasible.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: The agriculture 
strategy already brings together the Departments of 
ITI as well as Lands, ENR, Health and Social 
Services, so certainly the work across the 
departments is already happening. I am familiar 
with the program that used to exist in the 
correctional institutions, and I believe I have 
actually committed to another MLA earlier this 
same session that I would reach out and work with 
the Minister of Justice to see if there is some future 
for that program again. I don't have an answer other 
than to say that I have made that commitment. I will 
make it again, and we will see if it can go anywhere 
from here.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Another organization, the 
Soaring Eagle Friendship Centre, what they are 
looking at doing is buying some small containers 
that are designed for growing vegetables in, just for 
starters. I forget how many they have got, a 
hundred or something they are going to be giving 
away. I am not sure if the Department of ITI is 
talking to them or assisting or whatever, but we are 
here to provide a service. When you provide a 
service, you usually go banging on doors. It's kind 
of like us as MLAs. If we want to know something, 
we have got to call our constituents. We have got to 
talk. We have got to go out and reach out to them. 
We cannot sit back and expect them to come to us. 
I would ask the Minister if she would have her 
department in Hay River reach out to the Soaring 
Eagle Friendship Centre and see what they can do 
to help assist in distribution or any training in what 
they are doing.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: When I said 
earlier that there are quite a number of programs, I 
say that out of personal experience. I have found it 
inspiring but also overwhelming, the amount of 
opportunity and options that are there. What I have 
asked for recently and what has been produced just 
in the last month is actually an 11-page document 
that says "Funding Programs: Industry, Tourism 
and Investment." I was recently up in the Beaufort-
Delta, took this with me, and was handing it out as 
we were meeting with various community 
governments. I think what I will say is that not only 
will we reach out to the Soaring Eagle Friendship 

Centre, but I need to make an effort to get this 
document out more broadly so that organizations 
like the Soaring Eagle, if they want to have 
opportunities to access this funding, that they will 
see it and have it available to them. Yes, I will 
certainly make sure that we make a commitment, 
make a note to follow up on that specific request, 
but again more broadly, yes, the money needs to 
go out to where it's intended to go.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
think, after this question, the Minister will see where 
I am going with this. I am going to talk about the 
fish plant now. Has the department assessed how 
the new proposed fish plant could be used for 
agricultural purposes during the off season, like for, 
say, if you have vegetables that have to be dealt 
with? My understanding is that that plant might be 
multipurpose, so what I am trying to do is get a full-
meal deal here, fish and vegetables. Thank you.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Short answer:  
yes, that there is an intention that indeed the fish 
plant would be one that is compliant with the 
Canadian food industry inspection agency's full 
requirements to be able to provide a product that is 
more varied than simply processing fish. 
Specifically, what might come from that and 
specifically what might ultimately get processed 
there would likely be up more to the owners and 
managers of the plant, certainly rather than me. 
However, the vision is one that it is meant to be up 
to a level that it can accommodate more than 
simply a processing of the fish. Again, I will perhaps 
have to go back and just look at exactly what the 
extent of it would be, but that was the intention kind 
of always in the works, that it can always be 
running, that it will not have shut-down periods and 
that it factors into the bigger picture of food security 
for the Northwest Territories, which is obviously 
about more than just fish. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. Member for 
Thebacha.  

QUESTION 695-19(2): 
TALTSON SUPERINTENDENT POSITION IN 

FORT SMITH 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 
questions are for the Infrastructure Minister since I 
did not get a fourth yes and clarity. Considering that 
the Taltson expansion is on traditional territory of 
the Salt River First Nation and the Fort Smith Metis 
Nation, doesn't it make sense that the 
superintendent of NTPC, which it always was, that 
the office should be in Fort Smith for the South 
Slave and not Fort Simpson? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Thebacha. 
Minister of Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Just to clarify, as I am looking at my colleague from 
the area, the superintendent is not, in fact, located 
in Fort Simpson. However, I am going to start again 
from the last round, where we talked about the 
Taltson expansion project. It is currently in the 
business phase. It is led by the Department of 
Finance. However, we are working together. This 
government has numerous times said that we will 
all work together as departments. Again, I relayed 
this to the community when in Fort Smith last week, 
once we proceed through the business case, 
development phase, we will look at and consider 
the impacts the Taltson will have on staffing for the 
region. This is a big, major project, and I know 
where the Member is coming from in terms of 
having the opportunity to be able to look at the 
staffing needs at that time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Would the Minister reconsider 
having a central office with a superintendent in the 
Fort Smith office, considering that the Taltson River 
dam is located within close vicinity to the 
community of Fort Smith? 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Just to be honest here, we 
can't be duplicating services. Otherwise, we may 
have to increase rates for customers. That is what it 
comes down to. However, looking at expanding the 
projects, we would be able to look at whether we 
need the capacity, should the expansion project go 
through. The answer right now is "no." We will look 
at a business case. We will assess it then and then 
determine. Most likely, it will be a yes eventually, 
but right now, we just need to be able to look at the 
project. 

MS. MARTSELOS: Given the history of the Fort 
Smith office, just in the last year and a half, we lost 
the superintendent, and it hasn't been replaced. 
Would the Minister consider the Indigenous file 
when considering the activity in the future for the 
Taltson office in Fort Smith?  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: I believe I have said that we 
will look at it. It is not a yes right now, but it is 
something that we will look at going forward for 
some of the staffing positions in the community.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary. Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Mr. Speaker, logical decisions 
must prevail when considering large infrastructure 
projects like the Taltson dam expansion. Would the 
Minister agree? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: The Taltson expansion 
project is a major expansion. I had the opportunity 
to be able to go into the community with the 

Member, tour the facility, have a look at what a big 
scope of work it will be for this project, and just 
speaking to some of the leadership in the 
communities in terms of hearing some concerns 
and what a major project this will be for the 
community, but not only that, for the Northwest 
Territories. You look at our Energy Strategy. To be 
able to achieve some of our goals and our targets, 
we will be looking at the Taltson project as one of 
the ways to do this. At that time, we will be able to 
work with the community and the Member to look at 
some of the capacity and staffing needs. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Colleagues, 
our time for oral questions has expired. Item 10, 
written questions. Member for Frame Lake.  

Written Questions 

WRITTEN QUESTION 27-19(2): 
SLAVE GEOLOGICAL PROVINCE CORRIDOR 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I 
have two written questions.  

The first one is on the Slave Geological Province 
Corridor. My questions are for the Minister of 
Infrastructure. Cabinet's Mandate 2019-2023 
proposes to make strategic infrastructure 
investments, including the Slave Geological 
Province Corridor. Could the Minister describe the 
phases of the proposed Slave Geological Province 
Corridor as found in the Mandate 2019-2023, 
including the following:  

1. Identify the time frames of construction, how 
each phase of construction will be financed, 
and whom the corridor will actually serve; 

2. Identify how each phase of the corridor will be 
operated and financed; 

3. State the calculated costs for each phase of 
the corridor, including a breakdown of 
construction and anticipated operations costs 
and the engineering class for such cost 
estimates; and 

4. State how caribou and their key habitat have 
been considered in the preferred location for 
each of the phases of the corridor. 

WRITTEN QUESTION 28-19(2): 
TALTSON HYDRO EXPANSION PROJECT 

MR. O'REILLY: Mr. Speaker, my second set of 
questions are on the Taltson Hydroelectric 
Expansion Project. My questions are for the 
Minister of Infrastructure. The Executive's 2030 
Energy Strategy and a Climate Change Strategic 
Framework rely heavily upon greenhouse gas 
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reductions supposedly resulting from a major 
expansion of the Taltson hydroelectric system. 
Could the Minister describe the phases of the 
proposed Taltson hydroelectric expansion set out in 
the 2030 Energy Strategy, including the following:  

1. Identify the time frames of construction, how 
each phase of construction will be financed, 
and to whom will the energy be sold; 

2. Identify the amounts of power to be generated 
and whether any additional impoundment 
and/or flooding will occur; 

3. State the GHG reductions anticipated for each 
of the phases and in which jurisdictions those 
reductions will take place; and 

4. State the calculated costs for each phase, 
including a breakdown of hydro facilities, power 
lines, and related infrastructure, including 
roads and the engineering class for such cost 
estimates. 

Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame 
Lake. Written questions. Item 11, returns to written 
questions. Mr. Clerk.  

Returns to Written Questions 

RETURN TO WRITTEN QUESTION 23-19(2): 
PRACTICE OF USING POWER-LIMITING 

DEVICES IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

DEPUTY CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Rutland): 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to written 
question 23-19(2) asked by the Member for 
Nunakput on March 4, 2021, regarding the practice 
of using power-limiting devices in the Northwest 
Territories. 

The data for the Northwest Territories Power 
Corporation was compiled at 12:00 noon on March 
5th. The numbers fluctuate on a regular basis due to 
the timing of Northwest Territories Power 
Corporation's billing cycles. The Northwest 
Territories Power Corporation had 72 residential 
load limiters in place. There had been a total of 336 
load limiter instances since collection activities 
resumed on November 9, 2020. These instances 
could be multiple occurrences on a single location 
and does not represent 336 unique customers. 

For the Northland Utilities Ltd. Limiters, a 
breakdown of the number of load limiters per 
community for both Northland Utility companies as 
of the week of March 15, 2021, is as follows: 

Northland Utilities Ltd. (Yellowknife): 

• Yellowknife - two load limiters 

Northland Utilities (NWT): 

• Hay River - four load limiters 

• Hay River Reserve - two load limiters 

• Enterprise - one load limiter 

• Fort Providence - one load limiter 

• Trout Lake - four load limiters 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

RETURN TO WRITTEN QUESTION 24-19(2): 
ASSESSING AND MANAGING CONFLICT OF 

INTEREST IN THE GOVERNMENT 

DEPUTY CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Rutland): 
Mr. Speaker, I have a return to written question 24-
19(2) asked by the Member for Deh Cho on March 
9, 2021, regarding assessing and managing conflict 
of interest in the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. 

In order to preserve the impartiality and integrity of 
the public service, the Code of Conduct Respecting 
Conflict of Interest and Oath of Office and Secrecy 
(code of conduct) identifies standards of conduct for 
GNWT employees, including steps that employees 
can take to ensure they do not place themselves in 
situations that could be perceived as being a 
conflict of interest. 

Deputy head approval is required before employees 
begin any employment, service, or volunteer 
activities outside of their employment with the 
GNWT. If a new request is received from an 
employee to participate in an outside activity, and 
the activity is considered to be a conflict or potential 
conflict of interest, the deputy head, upon 
consultation, has the authority to issue a letter 
denying the request. The letter would stipulate that 
the employee is prohibited from engaging in the 
activity and would inform the employee of possible 
disciplinary measures should they proceed with the 
activity. Depending on the circumstances, upon 
consultation, the deputy head also has the 
discretion to limit or restrict an employee's 
participation in part of the activities requested. 

If a conflict of interest is suspected regarding an 
employee's already existing and approved outside 
activity, the supervisor will discuss with the 
employee, and approval of the activity can be 
revoked by the deputy head if, upon consultation, a 
conflict of interest is found. 

The labour relations division of the Department of 
Finance is asked to review employee requests to 
participate in outside activities when departments 
have questions or when a possible conflict may 
exist. All requests are conditionally approved to 
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allow for the approval to be revisited in the event 
that circumstances change. The conditional 
approval, in most cases, relates to adhering to the 
conditions outlined in the code of conduct; however, 
there could be approvals that have other conditions, 
such as an employee removing themselves from a 
meeting if a topic comes up where they have 
knowledge obtained though their employment. 

An employee can ask that a decision to deny their 
participation in an outside activity be reviewed by 
the Deputy Minister of Finance, or, in the case of 
employees of the Department of Finance, a request 
can be made to the secretary to Cabinet or the 
Ethics Counsellor. Should an employee not agree 
with any decision or action taken as a result of the 
application of the code of conduct, the employee 
may access the grievance process contained in the 
appropriate collective agreement or the Public 
Service Act. 

On initial hire, all employees are required to read 
the code of conduct, as well as sign the "Oath or 
Affirmative of Office and Secrecy," and are 
encouraged to speak with their supervisor if they 
have questions. Departments are also encouraged 
to send out yearly reminders to ensure employees 
are aware of the requirement to request approval 
before engaging in employment or activities outside 
of the government. The mandatory onboarding 
training for all GNWT employees also contains 
information on conflicts of interest and outside 
activity, specifically in "Module 4 - Important 
Policies and Programs." The training highlights the 
importance of adhering to the code of conduct while 
engaging in outside activity. 

Later today, at the appropriate time, I will table a 
document that serves as a breakdown, over the 
past 10 years, of the number of conflicts of interest 
that have been found, based on the requests 
reviewed by the labour relations division. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Returns to 
written questions. Item 12, replies to 
Commissioner's address. Item 13, petitions. Item 
14, tabling of documents. Minister of Justice.  

Tabling of Documents 

TABLED DOCUMENT 365-19(2): 
FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL QUESTION 

497-19(2): CORRECTIONS WORKPLACE 
ASSESSMENT 

TABLED DOCUMENT 366-19(2): 
OPERATING PLANS FOR NORTHWEST 

TERRITORIES EDUCATION BODIES FOR THE 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 

2021 

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table 
the following two documents: "Follow-up Letter for 
Oral Question 497-19(2), Corrections Workplace 
Assessment"; and "Operating Plans for the 
Northwest Territories Education Bodies for the 
2020-2021 School Year Ending June 30, 2021." 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling of 
documents. Minister of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 367-19(2): 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES TOURISM: 

TOWARDS RESILIENCE - 2021-2022 
MARKETING PLAN 

TABLED DOCUMENT 368-19(2): 
TOURISM 2025: ROADMAP TO RECOVERY 

APRIL 2021 

TABLED DOCUMENT 369-19(2): 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST INFORMATION 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to table the following three documents: 
"Northwest Territories Tourism: Towards Resilience 
- 2021-2022 Marketing Plan"; "Tourism 2025: 
Roadmap to Recovery, April 2021"; and further to 
my Written Question 24-19(2), "Conflict of Interest 
Information." Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling of 
documents. Minister responsible for the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 370-19(2): 
FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL QUESTION 
655-19(2): BIOMASS HEATING AND ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY FOR NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
HOUSING CORPORATION 

TABLED DOCUMENT 371-19(2): 
FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL QUESTION 

664-19(2): DEVOLVING POWERS TO MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENTS 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
table the following two documents: "Follow-up 
Letter for Oral Question 655-19(2), Biomass 
Heating and Energy Efficiency for the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation"; and "Follow-up 
Letter for Oral Question 664-19(2), Devolving 
Power to Municipal Governments." Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling of 
documents. Minister of Infrastructure.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 372-19(2): 
FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL QUESTION 
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515-19(2): HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECTS IN THE NEXT YEAR 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
wish to table the following document: "Follow-up 
Letter for Oral Question 515-19(2), Highway 
Infrastructure Projects." Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling of 
documents. Member for Yellowknife North.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 373-19(2): 
CONSENSUS GOVERNMENT IN THE 

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES – GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES AND PROCESS CONVENTIONS, 

AUGUST 2020 

MR. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the 
Guiding Principles and Process Conventions for 
Consensus Government in the Northwest 
Territories dated August 2020.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Yellowknife North. Tabling of documents. Item 15, 
notices of motion. Item 16, motions. Item 17, 
notices of motion for the first reading of bills. Item 
18, first reading of bills. Minister of Finance.  

First Reading of Bills 

BILL 28: 
APPROPRIATION ACT (OPERATIONS 

EXPENDITURES), 2021-2022 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker, I 
move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Range Lake, that Bill 28, Appropriation Act 
(Operations Expenditures), 2021-2022, be read for 
the first time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The motion is 
in order. The motion is non-debatable. All those in 
favour? All those opposed? Any abstentions? The 
motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Thank you, Minister. Bill 28 has had its first reading. 
First reading of bills. Item 19, second reading of 
bills. Minister of Infrastructure. 

Second Reading of Bills 

BILL 24: 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE REVOLVING FUNDS 

ACT 

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Hay River North, that Bill 24, An Act to Amend the 
Revolving Fund Act, be read for the second time. 
This bill amends the Revolving Funds Act to 

increase from $1 million to $3 million the maximum 
fiscal year-end debit or credit balance in the 
Petroleum Products Stabilization Fund. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The motion is 
in order. To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? Any 
abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Bill 24 has had its second reading and is referred to 
the standing committee of the Legislative Assembly 
for review. Second reading of bills. Minister of 
Education, Culture and Employment. 

BILL 25: 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE EDUCATION ACT 

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I move, 
seconded by the honourable Member for Inuvik 
Boot Lake, that Bill 25, An Act to Amend the 
Education Act, be read for the second time. This bill 
amends the Education Act to allow Members of a 
district education authority to have terms of office of 
two, three, or four years corresponding to the term 
of the members of the governing body of the 
community that the district education authority 
represents. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The motion is 
in order. To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? Any 
abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Bill 25 has had its second reading and is referred to 
the standing committee of the Legislative Assembly 
for review. Second reading of bills. Minister of 
Finance. 

BILL 28: 
APPROPRIATION ACT (OPERATIONS 

EXPENDITURES) 2021-2022 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker, I 
move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Range Lake, that Bill 28, Appropriation Act 
(Operations Expenditures) 2021-2022, be read for 
the second time. This bill authorizes the 
Government of the Northwest Territories to make 
appropriations for operations expenditures for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year. It also sets out limits on 
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amounts that may be borrowed by the 
Commissioner on behalf of the government, 
includes information in respect of all existing 
borrowing and all projected borrowing for the fiscal 
year, and authorizes the making of disbursements 
to pay the principal of amounts borrowed. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The motion is 
in order. To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? Any 
abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Bill 28 has had its second reading. Second reading 
of bills. Item 20, consideration in Committee of the 
Whole of bills and other matters: Committee Report 
9-19(2), Standing Committee on Rules and 
Procedures Report on the Chief Electoral Officer's 
Report on the Administration of the 2019 Territorial 
General Election, with the Member for Hay River 
South in the chair. 

Consideration of Committee of the Whole 
of Bills and Other Matters 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): I will now 
call Committee of the Whole to order. What is the 
wish of the committee? Mr. Norn. 

MR. NORN: Marsi cho, Mr. Chair. Committee 
wishes to consider Committee Report 9-19(2), 
Report on the Chief Electoral Officer's Report on 
the Administration of the 2019 Territorial General 
Election. Marsi cho, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. Does committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you, committee. We will take a short recess and 
resume with the first item. 

---SHORT RECESS 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): 
Committee, we have agreed to consider Committee 
Report 9-19(2), Report on the Chief Electoral 
Officer's Report on the Administration of the 2019 
Territorial General Election. I will go to the chair of 
the Standing Committee on Rules and Procedures 
for any opening comments. Member for Frame 
Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. The 
Elections and Plebiscites Act requires the Chief 

Electoral Officer to present a report on the 
administration of the election within six months of 
the election. The report has any matters that the 
Chief Electoral Officer thinks should be brought to 
the Legislative Assembly's attention. It also includes 
recommendations on how to improve election 
administration and any suggested amendments to 
the act. This report was sent to the Standing 
Committee on Rules and Procedures to hold 
hearings with the Chief Electoral Officer, any 
witnesses the committee thinks necessary, and the 
public at large. The committee then reports to the 
House which recommendations should be adopted 
and the committee's review of potential 
amendments.  

The 2019 territorial election was held on October 1, 
2019. Online ballots were available for the first time 
in any provincial or territorial general election in 
Canada. The election also saw the highest number 
of female candidates ever and resulted in a near 
equal number of female and male Members of the 
Legislative Assembly. The Chief Electoral Officer 
issued her report on the administration of the 2019 
election in March 2020, which contained 88 
recommendations for consideration. The committee 
held public briefings with the Chief Electoral Officer 
on June 10, 2020, with experts on online voting on 
June 30, 2020 and September 9, 2020, and a 
hearing with the public on September 21, 2020, 
during which the committee received presentations 
from MLA Julie Green, David Wasylciw and 
OpenNWT. This report included the committee's 
response to the Chief Electoral Officer's 
recommendations, to the public submissions 
received, and to the recommendations of two 
expert witnesses, Dr. Goodman and Dr. Essex.  

I would like to once again thank those that made 
submissions to the committee and my colleagues 
who served on the committee with me, as well. 
Other Members may wish to further speak to the 
report. Mahsi, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. I will now open the floor to general comments 
on Committee Report 9-19(2), Report on the Chief 
Electoral Officer's Report on the Administration of 
the 2019 Territorial General Election. Do any 
Members have general comments? Seeing no 
comments, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Now, I'll go 
through a series of motions which are the 
recommendations from the report itself. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 103-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 
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ELECTION - REGULATIONS FOR ELECTRONIC 
VOTING,  
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Mr. Chair, I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to require regulations 
be developed governing voting by electronic 
means, including setting cyber security standards, 
technical specifications, procurement guidelines, 
and an audit mechanism. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you, Member. The motion is in order. To the 
motion. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Mr. Chair, just very briefly, the 
committee heard from two expert witnesses. Dr. 
Essex is from Western University and Dr. Nicole 
Goodman is at Brock University. They've been 
watching online voting in Ontario for the most part, 
and it's been used at the municipal level there for 
several years. They've also been watching how 
online voting has been used in other parts of the 
world, and they actually worked together on a 
paper, although they don't always agree on 
everything. It was a very helpful paper, and they've 
suggested a number of principles that should be 
adopted in terms of online voting. Those include 
secrecy, equality, accessibility, fairness, 
dependability, accuracy, correctness, confidence, 
and transparency. Committee felt that we should 
really try to make sure that voters have complete 
confidence in electronic voting, and that we do 
need to develop some standards and specifications 
for how this should be done in the future. The best 
way to do this is through some regulations, so that's 
what this recommendation is all about. Thanks, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion. Member for Thebacha. 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you. I just want to make 
sure that we still have the option of voting by ballot. 
Is that going to be taken into consideration in this 
recommendation? 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Certainly, that 
was one of the issues that committee did consider. 
Committee was of the view that we always want to 
have in-person, paper ballots available for future 
elections. Certainly, for elders, seniors, that is what 
people are used to, and we don't want to take that 
opportunity away. There is nothing in this 
recommendation that requires electronic voting, but 
if there is electronic voting, we need to make sure 
that we have some clear guidance on how that will 
be done in the future. Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 104-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION - ELECTION REBATE PROGRAM, 
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Elections NWT 
implement and administer an election rebate 
program as laid out in the report for candidates 
starting with the 2023 territorial election. Thank you, 
Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. Motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Mr. Chair, I want to give MLA 
Green a lot of credit. She chaired in, at the last 
Assembly, a special committee on increasing the 
representation in women. One of the 
recommendations that they brought forward was 
that some consideration be given to a rebate 
program to sort of lower the barriers for women in 
particular getting into politics. Committee accepted 
a further presentation from Ms. Green on this topic, 
and we were happy to put forward the rebate 
program that she has recommended. I'll just list the 
criteria for that very quickly for members of the 
public and to refresh Members' memories about 
this.  

• Fifty percent of eligible expenses to a 
maximum rebate of $3,000 per candidate; 

• Candidate must receive a minimum of 5 
percent of votes cast in that electoral district; 

• Candidate's official agent must file their 
complete financial paperwork by the deadline; 

• Acclaimed candidates would also be eligible for 
a rebate; 

• Only cash expenses incurred by the candidate 
that are not offset by fundraising would be 
eligible; 
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• Committee recommends that alcohol and 
cannabis be excluded as eligible expenses; 
and 

• The Chief Electoral Officer would also report 
on any rebate costs as part of the report on the 
conduct of the election. 

That is what this is all about. Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. Ms. Green. 

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, I appreciate the 
committee taking up this recommendation. It was a 
piece of unfinished business from the Special 
Committee to Increase Representation of Women 
in the Legislative Assembly, which was in the 18th 
Assembly. The idea is that this rebate would apply 
equally to men and women. It would lower the 
barrier of financial cost, the cost of being in an 
election, as a reason not to run and widen the pool 
of candidates who would be able to run. The total 
cost is very affordable, it's just over $55,000 based 
on the 2019 election, and yet, it would open the 
doors to additional people considering entering 
elected politics. I am appreciative of the 
committee's work on this report and for bringing this 
motion forward. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried  

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 105-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – EMAIL ADDRESSES,  
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that "email address" be 
included under section 54(2) of the Elections and 
Plebiscite Act; and further, that email addresses 
should only be used to maintain or update the 
register of electors and not be shared with any 
candidate. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 106-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – PERSONAL INFORMATION HELD 
BY A PUBLIC BODY,  

CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to require a public 
body at request to provide the personal information 
held by that body. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? Mr. 
O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Just very 
quickly, the way the Elections Act reads now, there 
are some individuals who have information, say the 
Director of Medical Insurance, deputy minister 
responsible for student financial assistance, deputy 
minister of Justice, and they're named in the 
legislation. The Chief Electoral Officer 
recommended that there would also be additional 
information in the motor vehicle registry that would 
be very helpful in keeping our voters lists up to 
date. We are proposing some more general 
language so that the Chief Electoral Officer can 
acquire that data, with appropriate controls and 
consideration of privacy, to make sure that we have 
the best available voters lists for future elections. 
That's what this recommendation is about. Thanks, 
Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you, Mr. O'Reilly. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 107-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 
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COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 
ELECTION – PROVISION OF LIST OF 

ELECTORS,  
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Section 73 of the 
Elections and Plebiscites Act be amended to state 
that the list of electors shall be provided to 
candidates as soon as possible. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 108-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – PROHIBITION ON CANNABIS 
SALES ON POLLING DAY,  

CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Section 121 and 
Section 309 of the Elections and Plebiscites Act be 
amended to include a prohibition on the sale of 
cannabis during the hours a poll is open on polling 
day. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? Mr. 
O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. The Chief 
Electoral Officer actually recommended getting rid 
of the prohibition on the sale of alcohol on polling 
day, and committee did not support that 
recommendation. Committee thought about this a 
little bit further and said that we should also not just 
prohibit the sale of alcohol but also cannabis. That's 
what this motion is all about. Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion? Mr. Johnson? 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I would 
have preferred committee to support the 

recommendation of the Chief Electoral Officer. The 
days of having prohibition on election day are long 
gone. They arise from the time when politicians 
used to fill bars and buy votes. Nowadays, it's an 
annoyance and a loss to the hospitality industry. I 
know many people who would like to watch the 
election results come in and maybe enjoy a beer, 
and here we are saying that they can't do that nor 
can they go purchase cannabis. I am opposed to 
this motion. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you, Mr. Johnson. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 109-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – PROHIBIT LIQUOR AND CANNABIS 
AS CAMPAIGN EXPENSES,  

CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to expressly prohibit 
liquor and cannabis as campaign expenses. Thank 
you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? Mr. 
O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Right now, the 
act does not include this explicit prohibition, and in 
our consideration of the committee, we felt that this 
was something that we should spell out very clearly 
in the legislation. That's why it's here before you. 
Thanks, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion? Mr. Johnson. 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Despite my 
willingness that maybe bars and restaurants could 
serve alcohol on election day, I think it would be 
ridiculous to allow Members to expense alcohol and 
cannabis as part of the campaign. Thank you to 
committee for this explicit direction. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 110-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER’S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – USAGE OF ELECTRONICS IN 
POLLING STATIONS, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to prohibit 
photography, videography, or phone calls within the 
polling station and to authorize the Chief Electoral 
Officer to issue guidance on the usage of 
electronics in polling stations. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 111-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – PROHIBIT POLLING AGENTS 
FROM ASSISTING ELECTORS, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to prohibit a 
candidate's polling agent from being able to assist 
an elector in casting a vote. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 112-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – CASTING VOTES FROM ANY 
POLLING STATION, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Chief Electoral 
Officer investigate how other provinces or territories 
allow residents to cast votes from any polling 
station and report back to the Legislative Assembly 
within six months on the outcome of that 
investigation. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? Mr. 
O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. We had this 
issue raised with us by a member of the public, Mr. 
Wasylciw, and he said that it may be more 
convenient if someone's travelling away from their 
home within the Northwest Territories on polling 
day, where they could go in and cast their vote in 
any poll, not just where they necessarily live. 
Certainly, I know from personal experience, one of 
the federal, last federal elections, I cast a vote in 
Winnipeg, I was visiting our daughter, for 
candidates in the Northwest Territories. It's 
something that is done at the federal level. We also 
recognize that this might present some problems in 
terms of making sure that the ballots are counted 
correctly and quickly on polling day. If there are 
citizens from a bunch of different constituencies, 
and they all vote in maybe Yellowknife or other 
places, trying to collate that and bringing it all 
together might make it more of a challenge to deal 
with getting the voting results quickly on election 
day. 

In any event, what this does is ask the Chief 
Electoral Officer to look at how this is done in some 
other jurisdictions in Canada, see what lessons we 
could learn from that, and whether it's something 
that we may be able to do here. That's what the gist 
of this is really about, is to get her to go out and do 
some work and give us her best advice on whether 
we should do it and what kind of terms and 
conditions. Thanks, Mr. Chair. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 113-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION - WITNESSES, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to remove the 
requirement for electors to act as witnesses; and 
further, an election officer and one other election 
official should be required, with candidates 
permitted one representative each. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion? Mr. 
O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. This arises from 
a recommendation from the Chief Electoral Officer. 
After the vote is finished and the vote count starts, 
this is really about who should be there to witness 
the counting of the ballots. The Chief Electoral 
Officer raised a couple of issues in her report and in 
discussion with us that, sometimes, candidates 
don't have anybody at a poll when the count is 
being conducted. It is up to the Chief Electoral 
Officer or the Returning Officer to go and find a 
couple of electors to witness it. It puts them in a 
difficult position. They have to choose somebody, 
maybe somebody they know. It just opens the door 
to some issues around favouritism and so on. She 
felt that, to make this clear, there should be 
designated officials that can be there to witness the 
count.  

In some cases, candidates have had their polling 
agents there or scrutineers there, and sometimes, 
they want to volunteer and get paid because you 
actually get paid to witness the count. We want to 
try to not have that situation arise, as well. This is to 
help clarify that and, I think, make sure that we 
have impartial observers for the count at the end of 
the day. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 114-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF 
CANDIDATES' FINANCIAL REPORTS, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act be amended to allow for a 
candidate's financial report to be submitted 
electronically. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. This was raised 
by the Chief Electoral Officer in her report, but 
speaking personally as a candidate in a couple of 
elections and having heard from my official agent, 
and I have heard this from some other official 
agents and candidates, not being able to file your 
financial report electronically makes it difficult, 
particularly for folks from smaller communities 
sometimes. There is a deadline in which you have 
to get your report in. I think this is just to provide for 
the same level of accountability but just make it 
easier to get the proper information in the hands of 
the Chief Electoral Officer. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 115-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 
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ELECTION – VOTING IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
RETURNING OFFICER, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Section 144(1) of the 
Elections and Plebiscites Act be amended to allow 
for voting in the Office of the Returning Officer to 
commence on the 21st day before polling day. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. In the last 
election in 2019, what happened was that voting in 
the Office of the Returning Officer opened up the 
very next day after the nominations were cleared 
and accepted. If you did go in, you were given a slip 
of paper where you had to write in the candidate's 
name. That ballot doesn't look a lot like what you 
actually get if you go to the poll on election day.  

This is to allow for a few more days to make sure 
that the proper ballots can be put together so that 
everybody is voting using the same ballots. This 
was raised by Mr. Wasylciw, as well, so I want to 
give him some credit. This is just to make sure that 
people don't have to know how to spell or write; 
they can just mark their X on a ballot, and 
everybody is using the same ballots. This will just 
give a few more days to get the proper ballots 
prepared. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 116-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – ELECTIONS NWT PROCUREMENT 
AND DISCLOSURE, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Elections NWT follow 
the same procurement practices as the Legislative 
Assembly and publicly disclose all contracts, the 
procurement process used for each contract, and 
the amount of each contract in the Elections NWT 
annual report. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. This issue was 
raised by Mr. Wasylciw and OpenNWT. There were 
some contracts that the Chief Electoral Officer 
entered into in the last election, particularly around 
online voting. Although some of the information was 
disclosed in the report on the conduct of the 2019 
general election, it wasn't done in a systematic way. 
I don't think there was anything that was ever done 
wrong by any stretch of the imagination, but we just 
felt that it would be clear and more transparent to 
have that information presented in a consistent 
fashion in future reports following the practices that 
we have at the Legislative Assembly so that it is 
more clear, transparent, and accountable. That is 
what this recommendation is about. Thanks, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 117-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – BEST PRACTICES IN ELECTION 
REPORTING, CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Chief Electoral 
Officer undertake a review of best practices on 
election reporting and return to the Legislative 
Assembly within six months with the findings of that 
review and any potential amendments to the 
Elections and Plebiscites Act. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. This issue was 
raised by OpenNWT. I want to compliment the 
Chief Electoral Officer. For anybody who has seen 
her reports, there is a lot of detail in there. There 
are some good graphics and so on that she has 
developed and presented over time, but the style 
and content sort of changes from one report to the 
next. Sometimes, it is hard to track trends and so 
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on over time. There were also some issues around 
how absentee ballots are reported, including 
electronic ballots and mail-in ballots. That arose in 
the last election. What this does is ask the Chief 
Electoral Officer to go and do some work and see 
how this is done in other jurisdictions to make sure 
that we can learn from that, take the best practices, 
and apply them here. That work will come back, 
and we will have another chance to look at it in six 
months or sooner. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 118-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – POSTING OF ELECTIONS DATA, 
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Elections NWT post all 
election data that is included in its report in a 
machine-readable format on the Elections NWT 
website. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. This issue was 
raised by OpenNWT. What they are recommending 
is that the elections data that is presented is in 
spreadsheet format or some way so that somebody 
can take that information and do their own analysis 
of it. Right now, it is not in a user-friendly format. I 
think this is in keeping with a more open and 
transparent government. That's why I think the 
committee supported this and recommends this for 
Committee of the Whole. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 119-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 
ELECTION – PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF 

CANDIDATES' RESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES, 
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that the Chief Electoral 
Officer undertake a review of the requirements to 
publicly disclose a candidate's residential address 
and return to the Legislative Assembly within six 
months with the findings of that review and any 
potential amendments to the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. Ms. Nokleby. 

MS. NOKLEBY: Yes. Sorry. I'm not sure if I'm 
actually on the right one. My apologies. Are we on 
the address one? Okay. I just wanted to take a 
moment to thank the committee for including this 
recommendation. I raised the concern. The first 
time I realized my address was going to be 
published, as a single woman living alone, was 
when I came down to get my mail and my address 
was on the local telephone pole. It was a bit 
concerning for me to see that. I raised that concern 
with all of us as Regular Members, and I appreciate 
that Mr. O'Reilly and the committee continue to 
carry that forward to include this so that, potentially, 
we can remove what I see as a bit of a security 
issue for people like myself. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. Ms. Wawzonek. 

COMMITTEE MOTION TO AMEND COMMITTEE 
MOTION 119-19(2),  

CARRIED 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. I'd like to move that the committee motion 
actually be amended by adding the words "or 
donors" immediately following the word 
"candidates." Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. We will return to the motion. The motion is in 
order. To the motion to amend. Mr. Johnson. 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm in 
favour of the motion to amend. Right now, if you 
make a donation to any political candidate, your 
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address becomes public information, and I'm not 
sure that's needed. I think it should be required that 
whoever donates to a political candidate, their 
name should be attached to it, but I'm not sure of 
the necessity of having residential addresses. As 
my colleague from Great Slave pointed out, there 
are some concerns there for people, so extending 
this to people who also make donations I am in 
favour of. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion to amend. Ms. Wawzonek. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. I don't know that I have much to add, but 
given that I did make the request, I wanted to just 
reflect that this actually came to me originally out of 
concern for someone raising concerns similar to 
what the Member for Great Slave has said, that 
people who are concerned for their personal safety 
and who have been through something in their life 
may not want their personal address on there. I 
would share the other comments raised, that, really, 
anyone who is making a donation to a political party 
or to a political candidate or wants to participate in 
the political process should be able to do so without 
necessarily having their personal residential 
address made public, which doesn't take away from 
the need to gather that information, but the need to 
publish the information. I'm grateful that committee 
has undertaken these considerations and is 
including the original motion, and I'm grateful for the 
support that I'm hearing on the proposed 
amendment. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion to amend. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): All those 
in favour? Opposed? Abstentions? Motion carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion as amended. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 120-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – APPLICATION OF ELECTIONS AND 
PLEBISCITES ACT TO ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT 

RETURNING OFFICERS,  
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. I move that this 
committee recommends that Section 24(4) of the 
Elections and Plebiscites Act be amended to 
specify that the act applies to additional assistant 
returning officers, the same as it does to assistant 
returning officers, except for the limitations 
specified in Section 24(4). Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. This is to make 
sure that family members of a candidate are not 
eligible to serve as returning officers or additional 
assistant returning officers to maintain the integrity 
of the election and so on. That's what these section 
numbers are really all about, and it comes from a 
recommendation from the Chief Electoral Officer, 
so committee thought that this was something they 
wanted to recommend, as well. Thank you, Mr. 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. O'Reilly. 

COMMITTEE MOTION 121-19(2): 
COMMITTEE REPORT 9-19(2) – STANDING 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND PROCEDURES 
REPORT ON THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 

OFFICER'S REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE 2019 TERRITORIAL GENERAL 

ELECTION – ELECTIONS AND PLEBISCITES 
ACT HOUSEKEEPING,  

CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. To 
everyone's great relief, this is the last one. I move 
that this committee recommends that the Elections 
and Plebiscites Act be amended to fix references to 
other clauses and to reflect current electronic 
management of the list of electors and the polling 
station account. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. The motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. 
O'Reilly. 
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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. The Chief 
Electoral Officer and I think even our staff found a 
few inconsistencies in the legislation itself, some 
cross-referencing and things like this that should be 
cleared up. Those are detailed in the report, and I'm 
not going to drag people through those. That's what 
this recommendation is about, is some 
housekeeping clarifications that are required in the 
act. Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Question 
has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Thank you, committee. Do you agree that you have 
concluded consideration of Committee Report 9-
19(2)? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you, committee. We have concluded consideration 
of Committee Report 9-19(2), Standing Committee 
on Rules and Procedures Report on the Chief 
Electoral Officer's Report on the Administration of 
the 2019 Territorial General Election. Mr. Norn. 

MR. NORN: Marsi cho, Mr. Chair. I move that the 
chair rise and report progress. 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank 
you. There is a motion on the floor to report 
progress. The motion is in order and non-
debatable. All those in favour? Opposed? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

I will now rise and report progress. 

MR. SPEAKER: May I have the report of 
Committee of the Whole, please? Member for Hay 
River South. 

Report of Committee of the Whole 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Your committee has been considering Committee 
Report 9-19(2), and would like to report progress 
with 19 motions carried, that Committee Report 9-
19(2) is concluded, and Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the report of Committee of the Whole be concurred 
with. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay River 
South. Do we have a seconder? Member for Frame 

Lake. All those in favour? All those opposed? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 22, third reading of bills. Minister of Finance. 

Third Reading of Bills 

BILL 28: 
APPROPRIATION ACT (OPERATIONS 

EXPENDITURES), 2021-2022 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker, I 
move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Range Lake, that Bill 28, Appropriation Act 
(Operations Expenditures), 2021-2022, be read for 
the third time, and Mr. Speaker, I would request a 
recorded vote. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The motion is 
in order. To the motion. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I 
want to surprise my friends on the other side and 
indicate that I intend to support this bill. Thank you. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. The 
Minister has requested a recorded vote. All those in 
favour, please rise. 

RECORDED VOTE 

DEPUTY CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Rutland): 
The Member for Yellowknife South, the Member for 
Range Lake, the Member for Yellowknife Centre, 
the Member for Hay River South, the Member for 
Thebacha, the Member for Nunakput, the Member 
for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh, the Member for Nahendeh, 
the Member for Sahtu, the Member for Inuvik Boot 
Lake, the Member for Hay River North, the Member 
for Great Slave, the Member for Kam Lake, the 
Member for Frame Lake, the Member for Deh Cho, 
the Member for Yellowknife North, and the Member 
for Monfwi. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those opposed, please rise. All 
those abstaining, please rise. The results of the 
recorded vote: 17 in favour, zero opposed, zero 
abstentions. The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 28 has had its third reading. Third reading of 
bills. Mr. Clerk, orders of the day. 

Orders of the Day 
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DEPUTY CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Rutland): 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Orders of the day for 
Wednesday, March 31, 2021, at 1:30 p.m.: 

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers' Statements  

3. Members' Statements  

4. Returns to Oral Questions 

-  Question 638-19(2), Medevac Services 

5. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery  

6. Acknowledgements  

7. Oral Questions  

8. Written Questions  

9. Returns to Written Questions 

10. Replies to Commissioner's Address 

11. Petitions 

12. Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills 

13. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

14. Tabling of Documents 

15. Notices of Motion  

16. Motions 

-  Motion 32-19(2), Extended Adjournment of 
the House to May 27, 2021 

-  Motion 33-19(2), Appointment of Members 
to the Human Rights Adjudication Panel 

17. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

18. First Reading of Bills 

19. Second Reading of Bills 

20. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of 
Bills and Other Matters 

21. Report of Committee of the Whole 

22. Third Reading of Bills 

23. Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This House 
stands adjourned until Wednesday, March 31, 
2021, at 1:30 p.m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 

 The House adjourned at 4:52 
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