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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Friday, May 27, 2022

Members Present

Hon. Diane Archie, Hon. Frederick Blake Jr., Mr. Bonnetrouge, Hon. Paulie Chinna, Ms. Cleveland, Hon. Julie
Green, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Martselos, Ms. Nokleby, Mr. O'Reilly, Ms. Semmler, Hon. R.J. Simpson,
Mr. Rocky Simpson, Hon. Shane Thompson, Hon. Caroline Wawzonek, Ms. Weyallon-Armstrong.

The House met at 10:00 a.m.
Prayer

---Prayer

SPEAKER (Hon. Frederick Blake Jr.):
Member from Yellowknife Centre on a
personal explanation.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to provide a
personal explanation pursuant to rule 1.8(1).

Mr. Speaker, a copy of the letter addressed to
me by the Native Women's Association was
provided to the media. The letter is regarding
my response to a question asked in this House
on February 23rd, 2022.

The media reports on this matter have not
quoted my response in full to this question. |
believe this has resulted in me being
misunderstood.

Mr. Speaker, quoting from the February 23,
2022 Hansard, the question asked was "Will
the Minister finally admit that we are in a
mental health crisis here in the Northwest
Territories after two years of this pandemic?"

Mr. Speaker, here is the whole of my
response:

Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker,
| recognize that the pandemic has been
incredibly stressful for almost everyone. It has
produced a Ilot of anxiety, depression,
loneliness, especially for people who live on
their own like elders. And we have provided
services throughout. The demand for services
is uneven. At this point, we are able to keep up
with the demand for services, and so | feel
confident that we're not facing anything that
we can't deal with.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Yellowknife Centre. Ministers' statements.
Minister responsible for Infrastructure.

Ministers’ Statements

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 245-19(2):
INUVIK WIND PROJECT UPDATE

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Mr. Speaker, 74
percent of the electricity that powers homes,
businesses, buildings in the Northwest
Territories comes from  hydroelectricity.
However, there is more we must do as a
government and a territory. That is why in the
2030 Energy Strategy we committed to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from
electricity generation in diesel-powered
communities by an average of 25 percent.

Mr. Speaker, one of the projects that will help
us reach this objective is the Inuvik Wind
Project. This project was the first in the
Northwest Territories approved for funding
under the Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program. The Government of Canada is
committing $30 million to the project and the
GNWT is committing $10 million.

The Inuvik Wind Project is a key initiative
within the 2030 Energy Strategy. Once
operational, it will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 6,000 tonnes annually and offset
diesel consumption in Inuvik by three million
litres per year. This will reduce diesel
consumption in Inuvik, our largest
diesel-powered community, by 30 percent. We
are making significant progress on this project.

Construction of the 6-kilometre access road to
the High Point site, where the 3.5-megawatt
wind turbine and battery storage system will
be located, started in January. That work is
progressing and is expected to be complete by
August.

Despite the recent flooding in Hay River, the
wind turbine equipment is still on track to be
sent by barge to Inuvik for installation later this
summer. NT Energy is working with Marine
Transportation Services to get the turbine
shipped safely to the Beaufort Delta. Right
now, the construction schedule remains on
track and we anticipate the project to be
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completed by the winter of 2023, barring any
unexpected delays.

Mr. Speaker, not only is this project critical to
helping us meet our greenhouse gas
emissions target and the objectives in the
2030 Energy Strategy, but as we emerge from
two years of responding to the COVID-19
pandemic, infrastructure projects like Inuvik
Wind will aid the territory's economic recovery.

Contract work flowing from this project during
the construction phase will significantly benefit
Gwich'in businesses, as the project is in the
Gwich'in settlement area.

Mr. Speaker, investment in alternative and
renewable energy can reduce the territory's
reliance on diesel. It is a priority for our
government. It is good for the environment. It
is good for the North as we adapt to our
warming climate and try to realize the 2030
Energy Strategy's vision of providing NWT
residents with secure, affordable, and reliable
energy. Quyananni, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank vyou, Minister.
Ministers' statements. Minister responsible for
Environment and Natural Resources.

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 246-19(2):
CLIMATE CHANGE

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, our environment is
changing rapidly. Average temperature in the
territory are rising up to four times faster than
the rest of the world. Coastal erosion is
already affecting communities, and melting
permafrost is impacting infrastructure. We
know that ice-free summers in the Arctic will
become a reality in the future, and ice jams
have caused large-scale flooding events in the
NWT two years in a row. There are many
factors that contribute to ice jam flooding, and
climate change is affecting each of these
factors in different ways. We will continue to
see flood events in the future, and it is
possible that they will occur more frequently,
or become more destructive with the effects of
climate change.

Climate change is real and action is needed
now, and | am proud to say that our
government is taking action. 92 percent of
funded action items in the NWT Climate
Change 2019-2023 Action Plan are on track to
being fully addressed by 2023. Last year
alone, we invested $55.6 million to implement
actions from the climate change action plan
and the energy action plan. We are working to
make communities more resilient to the
changing climate by investing in research
projects to understand how our environment is

changing as we find ways to respond and
adapt to those changes. But it takes more than
money to make real change.

Addressing the climate crisis requires us to
work together. I'm happy to hear of the great
work the NWT Climate Change Council has
been doing to provide guidance to our
government. The council brings together staff
from Indigenous governments, Indigenous
organizations, NWT communities, elders,
environmental organizations, and industry
stakeholders. We are working with our
partners on climate change adaptation
initiatives, including risk and opportunity
assessments and community hazard mapping
to identify the key adaptation risks we are
facing. This will allow us to focus our
resources on priorities that make the biggest
difference.

The council provides an opportunity to
continue to build and strengthen relationships,
shared understanding and trust. We are
supporting the Climate Change Council to
establish a youth advisory group, and | am
excited to hear the perspectives and ideas of
the next generation of northern leaders.

We are listening to and working with people
who feel the effects of the changing climate
every day. We have heard the need for better
access to information on climate change and
will be engaging the council at the next
meeting on a draft climate change outreach
plan.

We are working toward transformative
projects; projects that, with the right federal
investments and the hard work of Northerners,
will deliver results for the North. For example,
the NWT government needs energy that is
secure and affordable as well as sustainable.
We are working on alternatives and
made-in-the-North solutions that can meet all
of these needs. We have a new climate
scientist and hydrological modeler who is
working to assess how water levels have
changed over time and how they are projected
to change in the future. GNWT scientists are
working with the federal government to review
and update existing floodplain mapping
information to flood-prone communities. We
are incorporating climate change
considerations into public safety and
community operations planning.

In addition, we have developed a high-level
climate change vulnerability assessment on
the impact of public and community
infrastructure within all NWT communities.
Proposed adaptation measures and
recommendations for future work have been
identified for all NWT communities.
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We are the first, and currently the only,
jurisdiction in Canada to establish a climate
change archaeologist position to assess
climate change impacts on archaeological
sites and other places of cultural significance
in the territory. But we cannot do it alone.

Climate change is manifested and the
responsibility must be too. We are working
with Indigenous governments and Indigenous
organizations, communities, industry,
non-government organizations and others to
find solutions that work to prepare this territory
and its residents for the future.

The climate crisis is real. It is frightening and
can even seem overwhelming. But together,
we can adapt and respond proactively.
Together we will continue to rise to the
challenge. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Ministers' statements. Minister responsible for
Education, Culture and Employment.

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 247-19(2):
AURORA COLLEGE TRANSFORMATION —
HIGHLIGHTING PHASE ONE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND PLANNING FOR
PHASE TWO

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to speak about our progress in
establishing a polytechnic university in the
Northwest Territories. The magnitude of this
project was never something to be taken
lightly, and we remain committed to
completing work in the right order and at the
right time.

The transformation follows a three-phased
approach that ensures Aurora College can
build a strong foundation so that it transforms
into a sustainable polytechnic university that
delivers high quality education to Northerners.

We are already seeing gains as we establish
the building blocks for transformation and
strengthen the college's programs. These
gains are evident when | speak with faculty,
staff, and students in their communities, and
they include:

- A new approach to corporate planning
and annual reporting;

- The launch of an entirely new Aurora
College website, including a student
information system;

- A new approach to strategic planning,
academic  planning and  strategic
enrolment management;

- The new centre for teaching and learning
dedicated to the ongoing professional
development of Aurora College
instructors, enhancement of Aurora
College curriculum and course delivery;

- The establishment of two new research
chair positions and a new research
services team, being launched this year;

- The completion of the social work and
education program reviews; and

- The coming into force of the new Aurora
College Act.

Moving into Phase Two, the relationship
between the GNWT and Aurora College is
now evolving and will be marked by a new
mandate for Aurora College. An early step
toward a new way of working, this mandate
will guide the College in its goal to operate at
arm's length from the GNWT while taking
steps to ensure academic and research
excellence across the territory.

Another major milestone in Phase Two of
Aurora College's transformation is the
completion of a Polytechnic University
Facilities Master Plan.

Mr. Speaker, the Facilities Master Plan will
provide Aurora College and the future
polytechnic university with a roadmap for the
ongoing enhancement and expansion of
facilities across the NWT. The development of
the Facilities Master Plan has been a process
involving input and participation from
Indigenous governments, partners, and
stakeholders.

Since transformation began, we have heard
from across the NWT that the polytechnic
university is in a unique position to integrate
Indigenous ways of being, knowing, and doing
into its physical form and operation,
programming, and governance structure.

| look forward to seeing this theme of
Indigenization manifested through the new
governance system, particularly the
Indigenous Knowledge-Holders Council as
they develop a framework that will guide the
culture and administration of the polytechnic
university.

Mr. Speaker, as we continue to move forward
with Phase Two of the transformation. | am
confident that we are designing a polytechnic
university that will meet the needs of
Northerners, northern residents, and will
become a showcase of education for students
in the North, in Canada, and around the world.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Ministers' statements. Members' statements.
Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.

Members’ Statements

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1089-19(2):
CONTRACT WORK IN THE NORTH

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, my statement today was going to be
on homelessness but | have decided at the
last minute that I'm going to talk about one of
our mandate priorities is, you know, in this
House when the 19 Members came together,
one of the biggest issues that we talked about
was contracting and keeping the work in the
North, you know. And, you know, we've had
lots of talks about this, you know, we've talked
about revamping our procurement, our
Indigenous procurement policies. So when |
look back and thank the Minister for her
statement because you know what, I'd really
support this wind project, you know, in my
community but the one part of it is there's one
section of that contract that is only going to be
able to benefit the people of my community or
the people that live in our region is that access
road.

That access road could be built by anybody in
our region. We have companies that have built
the Tuk Highway. We have the companies that
have been working on the highway to the
border, you know, but yet we -- you know, the
Minister talks about this project and the
Minister is also responsible for the NTPC, the
Power Corp, which Entec falls under. This
somehow got really swayed in the way we're
doing contracts, you know. And so when |, as
a community Member, as an advocate for the
businesses in my community see that we have
outsiders coming in to take the only part of
work that our community members could do,
they're not gonna build the wind turbine. They
don't have those expertise, you know, but they
could build that access road. And when we
see, when I'm driving and | go to work and |
see Whitehorse companies' body jobs sitting
in the parking lot and when | see trucking
companies coming in from Whitehorse sitting
down and, you know, in yards working out on
the highway, this is not what we said we were
going to do as a government. We said we
were going to keep the work local. Whoever
we're working with Ministers, Members, we
should all be working together to ensure that
work stays in the North and not ignoring it.

| will have questions for the Minister of ITI later
on. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Inuvik Twin Lakes. Members' statements.
Member for Yellowknife North.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1090-19(2):
RENAMING PLACES AND THINGS

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
believe it is time to rename some things. In the
last year and half of this Assembly, | propose
we start with the lake just down the street
here, Great Slave Lake, Mr. Speaker.

Great Slave Lake, it was named after a Cree
word “Awokanek” which refers to the Dene
people being "Great Slaves." Mr. Speaker, it's
2022. | don't know why we still have a name
that honours the history of slavery between
warring nations long ago that was essentially
picked by European explorers.

Mr. Speaker, | love that lake, it is a great lake,
but its name does not do it justice. There are
plenty of different names. There are
Indigenous names. | think we need to go out
and consult with the public and find a new
name that does not honour slavery in this
generation.

Mr. Speaker, next, moving up the valley we
have the Mackenzie Mountains and the
Mackenzie River, both named after Alexander
Mackenzie. But wait, named after two different
Scottish men named Alexander Mackenzie.

The first, the explorer was on that river for
about three months, got up to Tuk, and found
out it wasn't the Arctic Ocean, it wasn't the
Pacific Ocean, and so he turned around.

Mr. Speaker, Alexander Mackenzie did some
good cartography work but, honestly, in the
realm of explorers does not deserve the great
Deh Cho River.

Next, Mr. Speaker, the mountains - the
glorious Mackenzie Mountains were named
after Alexander Mackenzie, Canada's second
prime minister who, really, was a pretty
unremarkable prime minister. Honestly, his
biggest accomplishment was implementing the
Indian Act and his countless efforts to
assimilate Indigenous peoples. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, Alexander Mackenzie, when he was
Prime Minister those mountains weren't even
part of Canada. There's no evidence he ever
set foot in those mountains or knew anything
about them at all, Mr. Speaker.

I'm going to read you a quote from Alexander
Mackenzie, our second prime minister, who
we have decided to honour by naming one of
our great mountain ranges after: "It is the
mission of the Anglo-Saxon race to carry the
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power of the Anglo-Saxon civilization over
every country in the world."

Now Mr. Speaker, | recognize that many of our
first prime ministers said ridiculously racist
things like that, and had white supremacist
views. But | don't believe that in this day and
age we have any reason to honour him by
naming the beautiful Mackenzie Mountains
after him. Mr. Speaker, let's do our history, our
culture and our geography a favour and
rename some things.

Il have questions for the Minister of
Education, Culture and Employment. Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Yellowknife North. Members' statements.
Member for Deh Cho.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1091-19(2):
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HIGHWAY
WASHOUTS

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mabhsi, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, this spring has been especially
hard on the river communities due to floods. |
would like to bring attention to our highway
systems and the washouts we have been
experiencing lately. Mind you, this might be a
once in a lifetime event and hopefully not a
recurring event.

A section of Highway 1 from the NWT/Alberta
border was closed for a few days due to a
washout from high-water levels. A section of
Highway 1 from Junction 3 to Kilometre 238
was closed due to a washout. The Kakisa
access road was shut down for a day or so
due to a washout. A section of highway
between Enterprise and Fort Providence was
overflowing from high waters along both sides
of the ditches. These have all been actioned,
monitored, and have since opened to traffic.

There's a stretch of highway between Highway
3 between Fort Providence and Behchoko,
approximately Kilometre 170, which has
high-water levels which are almost even with
the roadway. This has the potential to possibly
wash out at some point. Maybe not this year,
but is a great possibility.

When one travels the highways, one can
notice the abnormal amount of water gushing
out of the bushes, filling many ditches, causing
great concern of possible washouts. This
could be detrimental for highway travel and the
delivery of goods to the people who rely on the
highway systems.

Mr. Speaker, | will have questions for the
Infrastructure Minister at the appropriate time.
Mahsi.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Deh
Cho. Members' statements. Member for
Thebacha.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1092-19(2):
CONGRATULATIONS TO GRADUATES AND
APPRECIATION TO COMMUNITY OF FORT

SMITH

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, today | want to acknowledge the
2022 graduating class of Fort Smith's PWK
High School. Yesterday the grad class had
their convocation and tonight they will have
their grad dinner.

| was unable to attend the grad ceremony as
I'm here for session. However, | did send
some remarks be read at the ceremony on my
behalf.

On behalf of the community of Fort Smith,
congratulations to all of this year's graduates
for your hard work in reaching this point in
your academic careers. | wish all students well
in their future endeavours.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize
all the students who came to the Legislative
Assembly for Youth Parliament two weeks
ago; particularly, | want to recognize the youth
parliamentarian who represented constituency
of Thebacha and the community of Fort Smith,
Naomi Reimer.

Thank you for your participation in youth
parliament. | was very happy to see Fort Smith
well represented.

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, | would like to
acknowledge the serious incident that took
place in Fort Smith in March. | know that Fort
Smith is still dealing with the traumatic events
that took place during that time. | want to
encourage all my constituents to please
continue to support each other, but especially
the grieving family who lost a loved one. | also
want to acknowledge the multiple other deaths
of other community members who have
passed away from various sources over the
past few months.

Our community has experienced many losses
in such a short time. So | want to acknowledge
this and offer my support and condolences to
all affected families and friends of people who
passed away in recent months.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | want to thank all the
amazing constituents of Thebacha for all their
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continued support and for their attendance at
my recent constituency meeting.

Thank you as well to my community team, who
are always ready to support and advise me on
issues most important to my community. You
know who you are. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Thebacha. Members' statements. Member for
Hay River South.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1093-19(2):
HAY RIVER FLOOD

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, due to the extensive
flooding, many residents have been displaced
from their homes with some staying with
friends, some in hotels and motels, some in
RVs, some in shelters, and some in tents. We
are also hearing of residents moving out of the
community for good.

It is now time to rebuild those homes and
businesses impacted by flooding in the South
Slave before we start to lose our residents and
businesses due to lack of accommodation and
supports. To do this, we need to provide
financial supports immediately so rebuilding
can commence.

Mr. Speaker, most importantly, those residents
affected by flooding need to mitigate damage,
or further damage. They require timely
assistance to abate damage to the point their
homes are ready for repairs. Those residents
who had access to friends, or the finances to
hire contractors, were able to remove water
damaged items and material allowing repair
work to commence on their homes or
businesses. However, there are others that do
not have that same level of support and their
homes remain with water, water-logged items,
and damaged structures, which all work to
foster mould growth and worsening structural
damage.

Mr. Speaker, in the absence of flood
insurance, those impacted by flooding or
sewer backups are relying on this government
to provide the financial resources required to
address any damage. Residents are hearing
that some of their neighbours have received
compensation through private insurance and
are now proceeding with repairs. Those
residents and businesses who are relying on
the Disaster Assistance Policy are asking why
is it that this government cannot provide the
same level of service.

Mr. Speaker, the Disaster Assistance Policy
includes a number of key points, including
eligible expenses, levels of assistance

(including maximums), procedures to request
assistance, timeframes within which
assistance will be provided, and appeals.

To date, most impacted residents and
businesses received and completed DAP
applications with some having properties
assessed. To move forward, those impacted
residents are now looking for timelines, list of
eligible expenses, list of standardized values,
and immediate financial assistance.

Mr. Speaker, while residents wait for this
government to complete the assessment
process, residents are attempting to line up
qualified and reputable contractors to
complete the work on their homes. Mr.
Speaker, | seek unanimous consent to
conclude my statement.

---Unanimous consent granted

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With approximately
350 applications submitted to date, finding a
contractor will be difficult and made more
difficult without the finances to provide a
deposit in order for work to commence.

Mr. Speaker, you can see why this
government must work swiftly to get money
into the hands of those that need it. Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay
River South. Members' statements. Member
for Monfwi.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1094-19(2):
POLICING IN TLICHO COMMUNITIES

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | am concerned
about over-policing and police brutally
happening in the Tlicho communities.

| have had many of my constituents step
forward to share their negative experiences
with the RCMP and the fear they have about
their safety with the RCMP.

Mr. Speaker, in the last year, some of these
have been publicized by the media. However,
these are just a few of those incidents that
have been made public. Many are never made
public or formal complaints have not been
made.

The current complaint process is burdensome,
and for many Indigenous people the complaint
process is not accessible or culturally safe. Mr.
Speaker, many Tlicho people are worried
about their safety with the RCMP. They are
afraid they will be wrongly accused or treated
inhumanely.
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There have been many, many incidents of
being disrespected. Racist remarks,
aggressive handling, bullying and intimidation,
especially towards Indigenous women. This is
violence against Indigenous people, and it is
totally unacceptable.

Indigenous women face the threat of violence
every day. The experiences of trauma and
violence is connected to the legacy of
colonizations and policies aimed at erasing
Indigenous people and families. The RCMP
needs to protect Indigenous women and not
harm Indigenous women.

Mr. Speaker, there is a long history of mistrust
between Indigenous people and the RCMP.
The RCMP must be respectful and build
positive relationships with Tlicho people in the
communities and all the Indigenous people in
the territory. Mr. Speaker, can | have
unanimous consent to conclude my statement.

---Unanimous consent granted

Earlier this year Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, ITK,
shared a plan to change the relationship
between Inuit people and the RCMP. The
Northwest Territories needs the same thing - a
plan to develop respectful relationships
between Indigenous people in the territory and
RCMP. Mr. Speaker, the time is now for the
RCMP to commit to improving relations with
Indigenous people. The territory needs officers
who work well with the people and
communities who have empathy and providing
services that are culturally safe.

Mr. Speaker, | will have questions for the
Minister of Justice. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Monfwi. Members' statements. Member for
Frame Lake.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1095-19(2):
TAR SANDS DISCHARGER REGULATIONS

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.
| raised the issue of discharges from the
Alberta tar sands tailings several times in our
last two sittings. Although the Minister of
Environment and Natural Resources has
committed to share information with this side
of the House and the public, | have seen
nothing. | can honestly not recall having
received a single proactive email or update on
the issue of the development of Alberta and
federal regulations for discharges from the tar
sands tailings ponds from the Minister or the
department.

I've also raised the issue of Alberta refusing to
allow GNWT representatives on committees

considering water quality downstream of the
tar sands. The Minister said he would be
raising the issue with the federal Minister of
the Environment and Climate Change. But
again, nothing has been shared with us as
Regular MLAs.

What | have learned over the last couple of
months from our own research is that the
GNWT put out two $60,000 Request for
Proposals for technical advice regarding
discharges. The successful contractors will
conduct critical reviews of all information
provided to the Government of Alberta related
to oil sands toxicity and review all information
related to technology-based effluent limits.
And that's good work, Mr. Speaker, but maybe
sharing some of that with this side of the
House would be good.

I's not clear whether or when our government
may conduct its own modeling of impacts of
discharges into the NWT.

I will have questions for the Minister of
Environment and Natural Resources about
what is going on with regard to tar sands
tailing ponds discharges and when information
will be shared with this side of the House and
the public. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Frame Lake. Members' statements. Member
for Kam Lake.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1096-19(2):
PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR FERTILITY
TREATMENT

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, one in six Canadian couples
experience infertility. The costs of fertility
treatments are financially, emotionally, and
physically exhausting. Most companies,
policies, and initiatives focus on issues like
duration of parental leave, post leave
integration, and work life balance. While
pregnancy and child birth are highly visible
and often celebrated, fertility challenges tend
to be invisible, silent, and devastating.

Some employers are working to walk the talk
when it comes to diversity, equity, and
inclusion, recognizing and supporting the
diverse ways that families grow. Canadians
are calling on infertility to be covered by health
care given its status as a valid medical
condition, and as a result seven Canadian
provinces provide financial support to
residents for fertility treatment.

Nova Scotia and Manitoba offer a tax credit of
up to 40 percent of treatment costs. New
Brunswick has a one-time grant of $5,000.
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While in PEI, IVF grants run from $5,000 to
$10,000 depending on family income. In
Newfoundland and Labrador, IVF treatments
are subsidized at $5,000 per cycle to a
maximum of three cycles. These funds are
intended to support travel as there is no IVF
provider in the province. Quebec and Ontario
both have programs that pay for one round of
IVF treatment. And BC Liberals are currently
proposing similar public funding.

Mr. Speaker, to recruit skilled workers in a
tight labour market, some Canadian employers
are starting to offer these fertility benefits.

TD Bank offers benefits for reproductive
treatments and costs associated with
surrogacy, donors, and adoption with a
$20,000 lifetime maximum for each benefit.
Scotia Bank offers a lifetime maximum of
$10,000 for surrogacy, fertility or adoption
expenses. CIBC offers a lifetime maximum of
15,000 for fertility and a separate lifetime
maximum of $15,000 for surrogacy expenses.
Mr. Speaker, even Starbucks offers a lifetime
maximum of $30,000 to employees for family
expansion.

Yes, the cost of fertility treatments are
financially burdensome, but in the world of
health insurance, fertility benefits are not
costly or risky to include because they are
considered nonrecurring health claims, and
employees are unlikely to spend money on
fertility every year of their life in perpetuity.

When | started my research, | expected to find
a growth strategy that would set the North
apart. But, Mr. Speaker, it appears the North
has already fallen behind in offering inclusive
support for a chronic illness that speaks to the
needs of Canadians.

Mr. Speaker, | will have questions for the
Ministers of Health and Social Services and
Finance and hopefully update our territory's
support for the diverse ways that families
grow. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam
Lake. Members' statements. Member for Great
Slave.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1097-19(2):
FLOODING IN NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
COMMUNITIES

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, I'd like to today to express my thanks
to the communities of Fort Simpson and Jean
Marie River for my recent visit to the Deh Cho
to have a look at how things were shaping up
ahead of the recent flooding. | wanted to thank
the interim Grand Chief for the Deh Cho,

Stanley Sanguez, for taking time to speak with
me, as well as the LKFN Chief Kele Antoine,
and Chief Nolene Hardisty of Jean Marie River
who made her staff available for me.

In addition, I'd also like to thank the municipal
staff, Mayor Sean Whelly of Fort Simpson, as
well as the shelter operator was, for allowing
me to come and really have a look at the
community and see where the flood recovery
is at.

Mr. Speaker, I'm quite concerned about over a
year out from the floods in Fort Simpson last
year that we don't have people back in their
homes. We've spent $2 million on a sole
source contract to a business in order to
project manage and get these people back in.
And I'm curious, Mr. Speaker, to know if there
are penalties built into that contract for the fact
that they have not delivered on time.

| look at the homes. They are not suited for
northern buildings. They have flat roofs. Snow
load on them will be a lot. In fact, water was
pouring out of the corner of one of them when
there hadn't been rain or snow for weeks prior
to that. I'm very concerned that when we look
at what's happening in Hay River that we are
going to be in the same situation there within
the next year.

This government has told me that it is on the
municipalities to budget and prepare for
emergencies; however, | cannot understand
how we can leave it to communities and
municipalities with little to no capacity and
underfunded resources to prepare for climate
change driven emergencies. That is the
responsibility of this government and this
Cabinet to ensure that happens.

Mr. Speaker, I'm not going to ask any
questions today. My own mental health has
been struggling through this last while as |
listen to people tell me time and time again
how neglected they feel by this Cabinet, how
neglected they feel by senior bureaucracy, and
how basically horrific things have become in
some of the smaller communities. And | really
have to say | don't think people care. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Great
Slave. Members' statements. Member for
Nunakput.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1098-19(2):
CONDOLENCES TO CONSTITUENT
COMMUNITIES

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
condolences to my residents in Nunakput over
the last few months.
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For Paulatuk, Fred Bennett, thoughts and
prayers to his wife Mary. Fred Thrasher, too.
Thoughts and prayers for Eileen and the
family.

Sachs Harbour, Samantha Lucas. And
thoughts and prayers to John Lucas Sr. and
family. And Charlie Haogak Jr. Thoughts and
prayers, his mother Betty.

In Ulukhaktok, Mr. Phillip Inuktalik, and his
wife Lillian, thoughts and prayers to them.

In my home community of Tuktoyaktuk,
thoughts and prayers for the community of
Tuk, passing Lena Kikoak, and thoughts and
prayers to Francis and the family. Laverna
Kikoak, thoughts and prayers to Stanley.
Joshua Gruben, thoughts and prayers to
Sharon and Justin and to Josh's family back
home in Tuk. And the loss of my brother.

Mr. Speaker, my little brother Gilbert passed
away this week. He'll be missed by all of us
and all who knew him. He was an awesome
uncle to all his nieces and nephews, and he
was just a good person. Like, in caring for
everybody and helped everybody who asked
him, but really quiet in doing so. He is going to
be really missed by all of us, my brothers and
sisters. Thoughts and prayers for all of them
and his mom, to Donna, to Monica, to Sam, to
Nicole, thinking of you, love you guys, and to
all the lost loved ones, Mr. Speaker, thoughts
and prayers for myself and my family and
Nunakput as a whole. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Nunakput, our thoughts and prayers are with
your communities and yourself, and you know
we're here for you. Mahsi.

Members' statements. Member for Nahendeh.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1099-19(2):
UKRAINE RESIDENTS MOVE TO FORT
SIMPSON

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we have all heard
about the war in Ukraine and witnessed its
impact on the news. In this House, we saw
numerous Members donate to the Canadian
Red Cross and the GNWT made a
commitment to match the donations by NWT
residents up to a maximum of $50,000.00.

Well, closer to home, our pharmacist and his
wife were impacted deeply. Ukraine was their
home country. In 2011, he immigrated to
Canadian to start a new life. As the war broke
out, they watched in horror. They had family
and close friends living there So he started

with a petition asking the federal government
to facilitate visa requirements for Ukrainians
that wish to come to Canada. As he was doing
this, he witnessed the generosity of the
residents of Fort Simpson. As he said, "In Fort
Simpson everybody knows everyone and
people knew we were from the Ukraine."

They had people come to their work or home
to ask how they could help. Residents from the
community gave what they could so they could
help their friends and family back home. As
this support was happening, the Village of Fort
Simpson contacted them and asked them how
they could help.

Mr. Speaker, I'm happy to say the community
of Fort Simpson has two new residents.

On Friday, April 22, 2022, his friend and her
daughter (his goddaughter) landed in Fort
Simpson with just a few personal items. He
and his wife were there to meet them at the
airport and welcome them to the community. |
have had the pleasure of watching him and his
goddaughter walk past my home.

According to them, both are adjusting well.
Last week, they reached out to the principal to
get the daughter into school. As for his father,
he has safely landed in Canada, another worry
removed.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the
residents of Fort Simpson, the village, the
federal government, and others who helped
them during this difficult time. As well, all
Canadians who helped the country and
residents of the Ukraine. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Nahendeh. Members' statements. Returns to
oral questions. Recognition of visitors in the
gallery. Member for Nunakput.

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery

MR. JACOBSON: Mr. Speaker, | would like to
welcome my wife Jenny and my son Joseph
into the House today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Nunakput. | see Joseph is growing in to a
bright young man. | remember when you first
brought him in, he was just a little baby. Just
goes to show how long we've been here.
Welcome to the Chamber. Member for Sahtu.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | would like to welcome Mr. Joseph
Kochon who is from the Ayoni Keh First Nation
of Colville Lake. It's always nice to see
leadership from our ridings in attendance. |
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would just like to say thank you, Joseph,
mabhsi. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Sahtu. Recognition of visitors in the gallery.
Member for Yellowknife North.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd
just like to recognize two of the pages who
have been helping out this week, from
Yellowknife North. Asfa Arshad and Jaedenz
White. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Recognition of
visitors in the gallery. Member for Great Slave.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I,
too, would like to recognize the pages in
attendance today from the community of Great
Slave, Gianne Mercado and Jozuard Mercado.
| apologize if | have not said their names right.
But it's really great to have them back and it's
actually kind of strange because I'm not used
to having people open the doors or bring me
water anymore, so | do really appreciate their
hard work. And | hope that they're getting a
good experience. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the
gallery. Member for Sahtu.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | also wanted to recognize my
constituent Ms. Natasha Takazo. Your work is
very much appreciated and | just wanted to
recognize her. Mahsi.

MR. SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the
gallery. If we have missed anyone in the
gallery today, welcome to the Chamber and |
hope you're enjoying the proceedings. It's
always nice to have people with us in the
Chamber. Mahsi.

Acknowledgements. Oral questions. Member
for Hay River South.

Oral Questions

ORAL QUESTION 1089-19(2):
HAY RIVER FLOOD

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. These questions are for the Minister
of MACA.

Mr. Speaker, last weekend, | saw a convoy of
Samaritan's Purse volunteers and equipment
arrive in Hay River to assist those needing
supports to evade flood damage. Prior to the
arrival of Samaritan's Purse to Hay River, the
Hay River Metis Government Council, the Hay
River Old Timers Hockey Club, and many

volunteers have been providing that
assistance.

Other than volunteers, can the Minister
confrm what is being done to support
abatement efforts for those properties
impacted by flooding and who is covering the
cost? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay
River South. Minister responsible for Municipal
and Community Affairs.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we lined up four
abatement companies to get in there, into the
community, as soon as it was safely to do so.

In regards to the cost, the GNWT government
is coordinating emergency work with, and the
GNWT will cover the cost for those who prefer
to coordinate the work themselves, there's an
opportunity to submit backup documentation
and seek reimbursement for work through an
eventual claiming for disaster assistance. But
if they use the four companies right now, that
will be covered by the GNWT. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, currently we have
victims of the flood in the South Slave using up
their savings while waiting on this government
to provide some temporary financial
assistance.

Can the Minister confirm what efforts are being
made to assist those residents impacted by
flooding with some temporary financial relief
while they're waiting on assessments to be
completed? Has this government identified
funds to provide this assistance? Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, advance payments can
be issued based on the detailed damage
assessments. So in other words, we ask the
impacted residents to reach out to our
pathfinders, register, then we get our
assessors in there, and then we're able to do
that. Then we work with the community
members to make sure that they understand
what we're doing, then if they need to go do an
advance it takes seven to ten days to get it
done. So we work with them on that there.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the level of damage to
homes and property varies from minimal water
damage to the complete loss of one's home.

Will the Minister confirm if the assessments in
some way be prioritized to facilitate timely
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financial compensation to those most in need?
Thank you.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Damage assessment reports are
being provided by the assessment contracting
to MACA as they become completed. So in
other words, as soon as the assessors are
completing their report, it's given to our
pathfinders. From that time, the damage
assessors are at the home to the time their
reports are provided to the homeowners can
take several weeks. We ask the people to be
patient. We have seven assessors on the
ground, and they are working hard to get this
work done. But we also want them to take the
required time that they need to go through with
the assessment. So what we're trying to do is
we're going as fast as we can. We are quicker
than -- we learnt from our last flood
experience. We have assessors lined up.
They're working with people. As they register,
we're meeting with them. We're explaining the
process. So once the process is done, if they
need an advance then we work with them on
that. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Hay River South.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, victims of flooding are
wanting to know what will be covered under
DAP and if there are restrictions on who they
can use as contractors.

Can the Minister confirm when residents will
expect to see a standardized list of items with
values and approved contractors? Thank you.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, and |
thank the Member for that question.

So the first part is in regards to the
standardized list. Last year, we developed a
standardized list. We provided that to the
people that were impacted. Then we put a
value to it. This year, we have that
standardized list but because of inflation, we
want to make sure that it's more current
information. We should have that information
available early next week and pathfinders into
the insurance companies, the MLAs, and to
the assessors as well. So we'll have that
information available.

In regards to contractors, should an individual
wish to use a contractor, that's their choice.
We have the abatement companies, those four
there like | talked about, but there may be
other abatement companies out there
available where people can use. As well as for
contractors for work and that, we encourage

them if they have somebody they want to use,
to use them and that there.

One of the questions, or comments in the
Member's statement was, you know, there's
people in their homes that are not doing that.
We're telling people to get in there, get the
work done, you know, if they need to hire
contractors, work there, but, you know, make
sure you register, take pictures, and keep
track of the time you put into repairing their
homes or businesses. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Deh Cho.

ORAL QUESTION 1090-19(2):
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HIGHWAY
WASHOUTS

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, my questions are for the
Infrastructure Minister related to my Member's
statement on highway washouts.

Can the Minister explain the extent of the
damage and the type of repairs completed at
the washout locations in order for traffic to flow
through? Mabhsi.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Deh
Cho. Minister responsible for Infrastructure.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. We have experienced
unprecedented water levels on multiple
sections of our highways, Highway 1, Highway
2, Highway 3, and 5, all have been impacted.

On Highway 5, we've had a washout to the
bridge approach at Preval Creek and closed
the highway briefly to repair. On Highway 1,
we saw high-water levels breaching the road
surface in multiple areas. Kilometre 56, we
reduced the highway to one lane, installed
multiple pumps to move water to the other side
of the highway. Kilometre 84, Escarpment
Creek, CN were pumping water over the rail
bed and it impacted our highway. We again
pumped the water over the highway to be able
to bring that water level down. At Kilometre
236 to 238, our road surface began to
deteriorate, and we dug two trenches to
reduce the water level and protect the integrity
of the highway. We also experienced washout
at this section and installed Bailey Bridge to
allow us to reopen that highway. On the
Kakisa access, we replaced a culvert and plan
to install an additional culvert this year. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker,
and mabhsi to the Minister for that response.
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Can the Minister let us know if these sections
will require major repairs to ensure proper
width and compaction? Mahsi.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Our highway crews are still working
to keep the highways open, and I'm happy to
report that they're making good progress so
far. We have not been able to complete a full
inspection of these areas as we only can do
that when the water fully subsides. However,
from what we've seen so far, there does not
appear to be significant damages to our
highway embankments. We will have some
areas that will require the shoulders to be
replaced due to the erosion. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mabhsi, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, these are natural disasters, and
I'm just not sure if insurance claims will be an
issue here in these circumstances. Does the
Minister have the necessary funding for these
type of emergencies? Mahsi.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. First of all, the only insurance we
have on our highway systems is for liability but
it doesn't cover damage. The Department of
Infrastructure is not currently funded for
emergency situations. The funding for these
repairs will come from our budgets.

Infrastructure is working closely with MACA.
There are many GNWT costs that are likely to
be eligible for federal reimbursement and the
departments are working together to better
understand the overall impact to GNWT
infrastructure, including the highway system.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Deh Cho.

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mabhsi, Mr. Speaker,
and mabhsi to the Minister.

Mr. Speaker, | know there will be First Nations
development corporations or businesses
looking to partner with established businesses
or companies to secure contracts to repair the
damaged sections. Will the Minister consider
negotiated contracts for these repairs? Mahsi.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. The department would consider any
requests to a negotiated contract as per our
policy. Keeping in mind that timelines to
inspect, engineer, the availability of
contractors, may preclude entering into
negotiated contracts if we want to get this work
done this year. Many repairs are already
underway due to the urgent requirements to

keep our highway system open. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Thebacha.

ORAL QUESTION 1091-19(2):
POWER RATES

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
My questions today are for the Minister
responsible for the Public Utilities Board.

Mr. Speaker, similar to my first question to the
Minister of NTPC, will the Minister responsible
for the Public Utilities Board commit to work
with the Minister of NTPC to have public
hearings regarding the impact of increasing
electricity rates in the Taltson hydro zone.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Thebacha. Minister responsible for Public
Utilities Board.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. The Public Utilities Board is a quasi
judicial board that has the public's opportunity
to provide input on rate applications. They also
control its own process, meaning the board is
responsible for deciding whether the public
hearings might be held as a part of their
process. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MS. MARTSELOS: Mr. Speaker, | want to
compliment the Public Utilities Board on their
neutral oversight as they are the body who
oversees power rates increase in the NWT.
Examining the submission from NTPC must
have the citizens input into their decision on
increases to relate fairness in the process.
Would the Minister agree with that? Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | would like to thank the Member for
your compliment.

| agree with the Member's point, that citizens
should have a role in the process. The Public
Utilities Board exists to ensure that the public
has the opportunity to provide input into the
process. Individuals can make those
submissions to the board. There is an entire
process set up for the public. Almost
everything that the board receives as a part of
the process is considered public information.
They run an open transparent process for
anyone who would like to participate. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the public utilities hearings must
be made in the communities face-to-face,
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especially for the Taltson hydro zone. Would
the Minister agree with that? Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | want to emphasize that the Public
Utilities Board is an independent agency here
in the Northwest Territories, but it's not for me
as the Minister to direct the board as to where
they should hold public hearings. The board is
responsible for making those decisions. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Thebacha.

MS. MARTSELOS: Mr. Speaker, once the
decision is made for any increases in
electricity in the Taltson hydro zone by the
Public Utilities Board, it must have a balance
of input from both sides of the equation before
implementation happens. Would the Minister
agree with that? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. It's important that the board is to
consider public input before making decisions.
They're very open and transparent processes
that the board operates in order to follow the
opportunities that come forward. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
questions. Member for Frame Lake.

ORAL QUESTION 1092-19(2):
TAR SANDS DISCHARGER REGULATIONS

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.
My questions are for the Minister of
Environment and Natural Resources about the
development of regulations for discharges
from the Alberta tar sands tailings.

Can the Minister tell us why no information on
these discharge regulations has been shared
with this side of the House, or the public, since
| last raised this issue a couple of months
ago? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Frame Lake. Minister responsible for
Environment and Natural Resources.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, according to the
Alberta work plan to develop regulations to
allow for the release of treated oil sand tailing
water technical report to fill the knowledge
gaps are expected to be shared with ENR this
fall. No information other than the work plan
and the RFP to hire contractors to fill
knowledge gaps have been shared with ENR.

These documents are public and presently out
there.

Our next scheduled update from the Alberta
mining/water science team is scheduled for
early June. We will be working, once we have
new information and we will make sure we get
that to committee and to the Member. Thank
you.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.
| want to thank the Minister for that. Although
I'm pretty skilled on internet searches, it would
be great if the Minister could start providing
that kind of information to this side of the
House.

Clearly, we're downstream from this mess,
and there's a lot at stake for us with regard to
the potential impacts on water quality, aquatic
life, and human health. The only thing I've
seen happen is the release of two $60,000
Requests for Proposals for water quality
expert advice to review what Alberta's doing.

Can the Minister tell us what, if anything else,
is going on? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, ENR has regular
meetings with the Alberta government and
their staff on the development of regulations.
To date, there hasn't been any significant new
information to share.

Alberta has made it clear that no decisions to
develop a regulation has been made and that
they will wait to fill knowledge gaps before
deciding to proceed.

Regarding what ENR is doing, we are seeking
expert technical support to support our review
of the information we receive from Alberta.
These Requests for Proposals have been and
are expected to be posted shortly with the goal
of having expert technical support in place
prior to receiving the information from Alberta
this fall. So we'll be proactive getting the
people in place so that we can get this
information. Once it's given to us, we can look
it and provide information on that. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.
| want to thank the Minister for that, but |
shouldn't actually have to go on the Open
NWT contract website to actually get that kind
of information. Hoping that he can start
sharing that a little more proactively with this
side of the House.

I've also raised the issue of the refusal of the
Government of Alberta to allow GNWT to have
a seat on a couple of technical committees on
downstream water quality. The Minister said
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he was going to get in touch with the federal
government to try to secure these seats, but
there hasn't been any updates.

Can the Minister tell us what is going on with
regard to securing these seats on the
committees and whether there was any
contact with the federal government in this
regard? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, previously | spoke in
this House saying that we've reached out to
the federal Minister of Environment and
Climate Change Canada. To date, we have
not received a response from him. So to give
an update saying that we're getting more
information, we're not getting any information.

The Member asked for getting -- well, we need
update committee. We can update committee
once we have information to provide. He talks
about the website. We have other issues and
other challenges, and we're more than willing
to share information once we have current and
important information there.

To address our interests, the Government of
Alberta has agreed presently to have monthly
meetings with the deputy minister and
assistant deputy minister level to share
information about committee and decisions
that are being made. So right now, we're still
trying to work on getting those seats there.
Reached out to the federal government. We
haven't got a response there. But in the
meantime, our department with our deputy
minister and assistant deputy minister, we're
having those communications with Alberta.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.
| want to thank the Minister for that update. But
| guess what I'd like to see is the Minister
committing to share a little more information
with this side of the House, even if there's no
progress being made. Like, it's been radio
silence, Mr. Speaker, for two months since |
last raised this in the House.

So could the Minister commit to regular
monthly, maybe quarterly updates, even if
there's no progress being made, so | don't
have to continually raise this issue in each
sitting? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as I've stated
previously, we receive additional information
about the knowledge gap and Alberta's plan to

develop regulations, | will share with the
MLAs.

To be clear, no discharge of the tailing waters
allowed from the oil sands at this time and no
decision has been made by the Government of
Alberta pursuant to regulations to release oil
sands tailing water.

The GNWT understands and shares the
concerns with Indigenous governments,
Indigenous organizations, NWT residents, and
MLAs on the potential release of oil sand
tailing waters and continue to bring their
concerns forward to Canada and Alberta.

If the Member wants to get monthly updates,
we can't do that right now. We can provide the
information. Should the Member, or any other
Member, wish to get updates on a monthly
basis, come see me, and we'll provide that
information, even if it's no response. But we've
got a little bit of other issues that we're dealing
with right now, and | apologize if we're not
being as timely as we can with the response
back to the committee. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
questions. Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.

ORAL QUESTION 1093-19(2):
PROCUREMENT

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, my questions are for Minister of ITI.
That's kind of where the procurement review is
falling under.

So with the government undergoing the
procurement review, will the Minister ensure
that there are mechanisms put in place to
benefit northern businesses to the greatest
extent possible? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Inuvik Twin Lakes. Minister responsible for
Industry, Tourism and Investment.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, that was really the
purpose of the procurement review in the first
place, is to ensure that we are maximizing
benefits to northern businesses. Some of the
challenges of the procurement review include
how we define northern business, how we
identify northern business, how we identify or
define an Indigenous business, and that's why
the procurement review has gone through the
process it has with a lot of careful consultation
across the entirety of the Northwest
Territories, including with modern treaty
holders and Indigenous governments. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
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MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can
the Minister also ensure that all Crown
corporations that receive public dollars that we
sit in this House do approve must comply to
ensuring that they are following the same
mechanisms? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there are Crown
corporations who are not subject to the same
procurement rules as the GNWT. For
example, the NTPC does follow their own
procurement rules. That said, they are guided
and fairly closely align with what the GNWT
does. So certainly | expect that they will
benefit as well from the work that we are doing
and can certainly follow my colleagues who
are also responsible for the various
corporations to see that we are working
towards being as consistent with one with the
other as possible. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will
the Minister also commit to ensure that there
are processes? We can have all the
procurement rules and establish how we are
an NWT business, but if there's no reporting or
no follow-up on things that are put on these
companies, then if they're not meeting the
obligations that we set in this new
procurement review, then the review is, in my
words, would be worthless. So will the Minister
commit to making sure that there are ways to
be following up on these mechanisms? Thank
you.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker,
| completely agree. I'm happy to say that
vendor performance management has been
something that the auditor, or the Office of the
Comptroller General has been working on
since early days of this Assembly and, indeed,
it's one of the areas where there's already
been some progress. Construction contracts
over $250,000 are already being monitored to
ensure their compliance. But as this
procurement review goes forward, | anticipate
that that system and that process for
monitoring will only improve. Obviously once
we know exactly what we are going to be
monitoring at the final conclusion of the
procurement review, we can expand that. But |
completely agree that, indeed, we want to be
able to do that monitoring to know what we are
enforcing to know whether people are
compliant and then to also have a better
process for a complaints mechanism, that is
also included. Completely agree as well that
we want to be held accountable and as well as
to be able to hold others accountable. So on
this point, again, Mr. Speaker, very happy to
hear the question and very happy to be able to
respond to it. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So
my last supplementary, will the Minister
commit if obligations aren't met, that there are
penalties going to be put in place so we can
ensure that Northerners and northern
companies benefit fully in the future? Thank
you.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker,
this too has been the subject of the review
itself and is subject of discussion amongst
those participating in the various reviews, both
during the review formally and since in terms
of discussions with businesses and Indigenous
governments. There's opportunities both for
the potential for penalties. There's also
potentially the opportunity for incentives. And
I'm not going to commit one way or the other
at this point. I'm not going to jump to the
conclusion of where the review's going to go
other than to say that there does need to be a
way by where once an analysis has been
done, if someone's not complying with their
contracts, that needs to be enforceable. But
we also want to be encouraging northern
businesses to comply and in fact to even do
better, to do a better job of ensuring that they
are providing value for residents. That's really
been the focus of this entire thing. So in a
nutshell, I'm in agreement, and I'm committing
to a solution. I'm just not going to jump exactly
to what that solution will be at this point. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Monfwi.

ORAL QUESTION 1094-19(2):
POLICING SERVICES

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Do police officers
and those working in the detachment receive
Indigenous cultural awareness and sensitivity
training? For example, Government of the
Northwest Territories employees take the
Living Well Together modules. Can those
modules or other Indigenous cultural
awareness and sensitivity training be made
mandatory for RCMP officers as well?

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Monfwi. Minister responsible for Justice.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. So the RCMP are encouraged to
complete the Living Well Together training.
They are also required to take training
called -- so there's a number of different
training opportunities, or rather requirements.
One is a Trauma Informed Approach. Another



Page 4316 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD

May 27, 2022

is Cultural Awareness and Humility. Another is
United Against Racism. And another is Bias
Awareness. And | will say that over the last
number of years, the amount of training,
particularly related to this subject, has
increased. And it's increased to the point
where we've added new RCMP officers in the
territory because we have so many hours of
training that it's taken officers off the job. So
there is training. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Has the
Department of Justice started working on the
plan similar to that -- | meant to say a
pronunciation, not spelling, so | will do it
again - Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami to improve
relationship between Indigenous people and
that with the RCMP? And as part of this work,
will the Department of Justice be implementing
the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls final report Calls to Justice? Thank
you.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. So here in the Northwest Territories,
the Dene Nation and the RCMP have begun
working together. They started a pilot project,
close to a year ago now | believe, and it's a
one year pilot. But that is an effort for some
Indigenous leaders, as well as RCMP
members, to come together and work together
to address some of these issues that the
Member is talking about.

The federal government, the Prime Minister,
and the Minister of Public Safety, have tasked
the RCMP to accelerate their reform with a
focus on the MMIWG Calls for Justice as well
as the TRC's Calls to Action. I've provided
policing priorities to the RCMP as well, and
they are based on those documents as well.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you.
To ensure the safety of Indigenous people and
those of police officers, are body cameras
worn on police officers? If not, how come? And
| know they don't have body camera but can
those be made mandatory?

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | know in Nunavut they started
wearing body cameras maybe a year ago, a
couple years ago, and they have been testing
them out in cold weather to see how they
work. It's my understanding that at some point,
body cameras will likely roll out for RCMP
across the country. And so at that point, you
know, then it wouldn't be mandatory.

There are a number of things we have to work
out - the technical issues, the storage, as in
the data storage, and so there's some things
that need to be put in place, very expensive

things, before we can start doing that. But |
expect that at some point in the future that will
be happening in the territory. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
questions. Member for Monfwi. Final
supplementary.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you.
And | know there are a lot of people that want
to know about this, too, as well so can the
Minister explain to us what kind of
de-escalation training do RCMP officers
receive? Thank you.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Without a heads up, no, | can't detail
the type of de-escalation training that RCMP
officers receive but the Commissioner of the
RCMP did receive a new mandate letter today
from the Minister of Public Safety and in there,
there was comments about reviewing that type
of de-escalation training, to make sure that it is
actually appropriate and doing what it is
supposed to be doing. But | will provide the
Member with a written follow-up regarding
de-escalation training. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
questions. Member for Yellowknife North.

ORAL QUESTION 1095-19(2):
RENAMING PLACES AND THINGS

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In
my Member's statement today, | spoke about
renaming places. And the first one I'd like to
ask about is our Heritage Centre, which |
believe is timely, as the Prince of Wales,
whom it's named after, was just recently
visiting it. And Mr. Speaker, | think it's long
overdue that we rename this place. And | just
don't really believe there's much connection to
the Prince of Wales and our history and
culture. And as a bit of a sidenote, | note the
Welsh independence movement is gaining
steam so maybe one day there won't even be
a Prince of Wales and we'll just be forced to
rename it.

So my question for the Minister is are there
any plans or an update on renaming the
museum? Perhaps he got to ask ole Chuckie
Boy there whether we could take his name off
of it while he was here. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Yellowknife North. Minister responsible for
Education, Culture and Employment.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. We can do what we want with
government owned infrastructure when it
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comes to naming. We don't have to ask
anyone's permission. We pay the bills, we can
name buildings what we want to name them.

Any change in name would be tied to some
sort of a retrofit of the building, some other
changes. There are plans to look at how we
can perhaps fund the museum differently.
We're working on a revenue study. We expect
some renovations, which are required for the
building and so any changes would be part
and parcel of that. But | foresee that in the not
too distant future we'll likely be having this
conversation about the name once these other
elements start rolling. Thank you.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm
glad to hear that. And | think it's an important
discussion to have with the people of NWT.
And along those same lines, you know, | think
there's been consistent work to stop using the
term "slavey", to stop referring to things and,
you know, the use of "slave", but obviously our
lake, Great Slave Lake, is named after that
history. I'm just wondering if the Minister can
speak to whether we can put forth the same
plan to rename Great Slave Lake. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. And | want to commend the Member
for the strong antislavery stance he took in his
Member's statement.

The GNWT isn't the one who puts forward
name changes for a geographical place. We
have a geographical name policy, and it states
that those changes come from the community.
So we actually have received a request from
the community to change the name of the
Great Slave Lake.

We work with the Geographic Names Board of
Canada on that, and there is a process. It
involves community consultation, consultation
with Indigenous governments, and we are
undertaking that now. So the process is well
underway. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Yes, | look forward to the Minister providing a
bit of an update on how that naming process
goes.

And | guess I'll just carry up the valley, and I'l
start with the river named after Alexander
Mackenzie. Fine explorer. You know, he did
some good mapping. But ultimately his claim
to that river is that it wasn't leading to the
Pacific. So I'm just wondering if, you know,
many of us don't refer to the Mackenzie River
by that name. We use Deh Cho already. I'm
wondering if there are any plans to remove the

Mackenzie River name? Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. And if the Member doesn't like the
"Mackenzie River,” he can use any of the
other six official names. The Mackenzie River,
in 2015, wasn't renamed per se but there were
names added to it. So a single geographical
feature can have multiple names, and they are
all official, each one as official as the next. And
so the Mackenzie River does have a number
of official names. Can be used in official
documents. So that work has already
happened. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Yellowknife North.

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Well, | think there would be one last step in
that perhaps is to just give it five official names
and we could knock "Mackenzie" off the list
there.

And similarly, I'd propose that for the
mountains. | actually don't think many people
know that the Mackenzie Mountains is not
Alexander Mackenzie, the explorer; it's
Alexander Mackenzie, the second prime
minister, you know, well known for the Indian
Act, an architect of Indigenous people's
genocide. So I'm wondering if there are any
plans to work with -- | recognize that one, it
borders with the Yukon so we have to work
with the Canadian geographic naming
people -- whether there's any plans to rename
the Mackenzie Mountains in the works? Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. And we have the Mackenzie
Mountains. There's Mackenzie Islands,
Mackenzie Island, another Mackenzie Island.
And they're all named after different people.
So we have quite a few different features in
the territory. We are 1.3 million square
kilometres after all, and we can't do everything
at once. So we are not in the process of
actively pursuing community support for
changing names because that has to come
from the community. If that came from the
community, we would be happy to do that as
per the policy.

And | will point out there are over 400
Indigenous names that the department is
currently working to make official for different
geographical features in the territory. So there
is a lot of work happening on this front right
now. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.
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ORAL QUESTION 1096-19(2):
PROCUREMENT

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My
question will be for the Minister responsible for
the Northwest Territories Power Corporation.

Kind of in the line of my questioning with the
procurement as the Minister of ITI under the
review said, you know, they don't really have a
say over what the Power Corp -- Crown
corporations do. Would the Minister be -- with
her board, which is a lot of our deputy
ministers that are working in the procurement,
would she consider looking at the way that
their procurement review is done to ensure
that northern businesses benefit from
contracts as well? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Inuvik Twin Lakes. Minister responsible for
Northwest Territories Power Corporation.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we can definitely bring
that up with the board. Thank you.

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
That's great news. And I'd also like to ask the
Minister if within the discussion that they bring
up with the board, you know, making sure that
when they do it that the same things are put in
place, the review, the follow-up, is put in place
so that way they can ensure that any contracts
that are given to corporations that they're
following through with the commitments that
they make. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | just want to say that
NTPC has different needs, and that's why they
went out to an invitational tender. Thank you.

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |
fully understand that there's different needs.
I've read the policies. | understand the
community. I know that there's
corporations -- companies that are in the
region that probably could have got the job
done months ago when it was first, but that is
it why I'm asking for this review to be done
because this are things in place within Power
Corp -- within the Power Corp, within the
Housing Corporation, that we have locals that
can do these jobs and we need to ensure, as a
government, that we are putting those things
in place, whether they're Crown corporations.
These are public dollars given to us. We
approve them in our budgets. Will this Minister
commit to making sure that there's
mechanisms put in place so Northerners
benefit? Thank you.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we can look at the
results of the procurement and perhaps review
and adjust as necessary. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you. And one last
request. | would ask that the same penalties
be put in place if they don't follow obligations.
Would the Minister be considering that as well
or bring that to her board when they put it
under consideration? Thank you.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, yes, we can bring that
to the board. Thanks.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Kam Lake.

ORAL QUESTION 1097-19(2):
PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR FERTILITY
TREATMENT

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, my questions today are for the
Minister of Health and Social Services.

Given infertility is designated as a chronic
illness, does the GNWT intend to recognize it
as a medical condition and offer financial
supports to residents? Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam
Lake. Minister responsible for Health and
Social Services.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, first of all, let me say |
appreciate the disappointment that families
experience when they want to conceive a child
and they are unable to do so.

The GNWT provides services to treat
underlying medical conditions that cause
infertility, both diagnose and cause infertility.
This is part of our insured health services. And
that would include medical examinations to
determine the reasons for infertility as well as
treatment and surgery to correct physiological
and anatomical causes of infertility.

When it comes to IVF, in vitro fertilization, this
is not an insured service in the NWT, and
there are currently no plans to include it as an
insured service in the NWT. Thank you.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | have to apologize to
the Minister because I'm going to ask a
question that | did not provide in advance just
in relation to what she said.
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So the pieces of treatment that are covered,
will medical travel pay for any medical travel
associated to access those services because
a lot of those services aren't available in the
territory? Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. Mr.
Speaker, this would go through the normal
referral process of the patient going to a
general practitioner potentially leading to a
more specialized investigation and if a
diagnosis is provided that requires treatment
out of territory that is an insured service, then
that would be part of the regular medical travel
program where I'm sure the Member is familiar
with the criteria for providing medical escorts.
So we're talking about two different things
here. We're talking about infertility as a
medical condition and we're talking about in
vitro fertilization. Thank you.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, my next question for
the Minister: is Health and Social Services
doing any work right now to explore expanding
the financial supports for fertility treatment that
they do provide to NWT residents? Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr.
Speaker. We are not exploring any of those
options. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Kam Lake.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, like Newfoundland, the
NWT does not offer fertility treatment in its
own jurisdictions, and the travel for this can be
quite expensive, and | know that the Minister
did reference working with a specialist, getting
approval from a specialist and travelling south.
But there seems to be a bit of some gray area
between what some see as being a chronic
illness and what some see as being an
elective process. And so it means that not
everything is covered and not everybody has
access to medical travel. And so is the
Government of the Northwest Territories
Health and Social Services willing to explore
financial grants that cover travel costs for
people like the province of Newfoundland has
done in order to support families in their quest
for family expansion? Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this would be, | think,
decided on a case-by-case basis depending
on the diagnosis received from the physician
and what follow-up steps are required. And if
this is part of our insured health services, then
there's the potential for access to medical
travel.

I'm not familiar in any detail with what
Newfoundland and PEI offer so I'm unable to
make that comparison. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Hay River South.

ORAL QUESTION 1098-19(2):
HAY RIVER FLOOD

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, these questions are for
the Minister of MACA.

I've got a concern that, you know, with the
extent of damage in Hay River, we're going to
see an influx of contractors. You know, |
suspect that a lot of them are going to be
reputable and qualified, but we're going to
have some fly-by-nights, and | can see that
costing us additional money at the end of the
day.

So I'd ask the Minister, who is vetting
contractors, or are we going to be vetting
contractors to avoid the fly-by-nights? Thank
you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay
River South. Minister responsible for MACA.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the quick answer is no.
We're hoping the contractors that people look
at are reputable. But the contractors that we
have in place, the assessors, and the
abatement crews, they're reputable with these
are companies that we know that are working
there. We encourage the residents that are
being impacted if they are going to get
contractors there, make sure that they -- make
sure that these people are reputable moving
forward.

| can tell you that in the experience from my
experience last year, a lot of the contractors
that we used were all reputable businesses in
the Northwest Territories. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | just want to go back
to timelines because, you know, that's a big
concern for people is that, like, they've got
their applications in. Some of them have had
their assessments done already and, you
know, they're looking for that, you know, that
next step, and we haven't really had any
timelines from the department. So I'd ask the
Minister when can applicants expect a timeline
with respect to claim approvals with approved
amounts? Thank you.
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HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you. As |
explained to the Member here, the process is
to make sure they register first. Once they
register first, our pathfinders will be working
with them. We also then have assessors.
Once the assessors are looking at their
residence, how it's impacted, they do a report.
Then we get the report. We bring it forth to the
resident. That's the pathfinder's, that's a
responsibility. Then we explain the process to
them. From there, if the resident wishes to ask
for an advance because they can't afford it,
then it's seven to ten days from the time we
put it in to assess them. The Department of
Finance has streamlined it. It used to be 30
days; they've streamlined it to seven to ten
days.

So to give exactly a timeframe, it's impossible
because it is going to be specifically to the
individual as we move forward. So we're
moving as fast as we can, working with the
residents. We're telling people to reach out to
our pathfinders, make sure they work with our
pathfinders. They will keep them updated as
quickly and as possible as fast as we can.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, right now in Hay River
one of the big issues is accommodation. |
know there is an RFP out for accommodation;
however, with the extent of the damage we're
going to see contractors, you know, coming to
town, and they're going to need places to stay.
And, you know, with summer coming on,
we've got government staff going in, you
know, for whatever reasons. We have tourists
coming in. And right now, you know, the hotels
are probably, you know, and motels, are filled
up with people who have been displaced.

So can the Minister confirm who has the
responsibility to provide temporary
accommodation at this time for those people
that have been displaced? Thank you.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, when you look at the
situation, so accommodations, we've done an
RFP for B&Bs, hotels, motels, and we also are
in the process, if it's not already been done, for
camps. So that there is for the residents that
are impacted. We are working with them.
There's a number of residents that are staying
with friends, family. They've got their 5th wheel
| guess you'd call it. They're already working
on there.

So in regards to accommodations, should
they, right now if they're elderly that have
disabilities or young families that are impacted
by homes, we have a vetting process, then we
provide accommodations. If people want to

stay in hotels themselves without doing that,
then that's their cost right now. They could put
it -- or either Disaster Assistance Policy, and
we can look at it but | cannot make any
promises. Right now, it depends on the
situation. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final
supplementary, Member for Hay River South.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. This event was probably one of the
bigger disasters in the Northwest Territories, if
not the biggest. Does the Minister have any
preliminary costs for the flooding disaster in
the South Slave?

Myself, | guess I'm looking at the numbers,
looking at what's happened, I'm pegging it at
80 plus million. So I'm just wondering if the
department has anything. Thank you.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | can't give you that
number because we don't know what that
number is. We're getting the assessments in.
We're looking at -- what | can tell you, last
year, from the flood with Little Buffalo, Jean
Marie, Fort Simpson, and Fort Good Hope,
and Aklavik, we came up -- and it cost us just
under 40 million. | think it was 37.5 million.
That's what that disaster had cost us.

We also adapted or changed the Disaster
Assistance Policy from a $100,000 to
$240,000. We also changed what people are
eligible from 80 percent to 90 percent. So we
have these additional costs.

| wish | could tell you the number. We are
working on that. That's why these
assessments are very important for us to get
that number in there. We already have a
special warrant to start off our process. Last
year was $5 million. This year is $10 million.
So | wish | had a crystal ball to tell you what it
is but | think the Member is probably on the
low end of it moving forward. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Kam Lake.

ORAL QUESTION 1099-19(2):
EMPLOYEE FERTILITY TREATMENT
BENEFITS

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, my questions are for the Minister
of Finance.

Some employers are working to walk the talk
when it comes to diversity, equity, and
inclusion, recognizing and supporting the
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diverse ways that families grow. Many of these
employers are expanding their benefits
packages to include fertility supports. And so
where does the GNWT stand on fertility
benefits for their staff? Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam
Lake. Minister responsible for Finance.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there is a fairly
generous leave package that has a number of
different ways by which employees are able to
take leave, both paid leave/unpaid leave, and
the focus and the intent is that individuals have
an opportunity to look at what their particular
needs and circumstances are and can then
apply to their supervisor for applicable leave.
There's not a specific section within that
particular for fertility benefits or fertility
treatments. But, again, you know, the idea
here that I'm trying to get at with that is that
although we don't have that specifically, we
are able to look at people's individual
circumstances. And they would be able to
hopefully be accommodated if they do require
additional leave through the packages that are
available. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, has the GNWT explored the
projected costs of expanding fertility treatment
supports to employees? And so the GNWT
definitely has a very generous leave package
for parents and for people who are going
through any type of medical needs, but I'm
wondering about the fertility treatment itself.
Thank you.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, at this point the
answer is no, that that has not been added or
included specifically as an area where there
might be some expansion of the leave
packages. Obviously the leave packages are
part of the bargaining process in the collective
agreement. Right now, if there's specific health
benefits or health treatments, those are done
with approvals by a qualified medical
practitioner. So in line with the questions that
were asked earlier of the Department of
Health, there won't be any sort of
additional -- you know, we won't be seeking
additional approvals if they're not being
approved by a medical practitioner. Certainly if
there are staff members seeking leave, again,
I'd want to encourage them to be speaking to
their supervisor to see that they at least do
have access to necessary leave provisions,
and that would hopefully help accommodate
them in whatever choices they're making for
their family. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Monfwi.

ORAL QUESTION 1100-19(2):
HOUSING RENOVATIONS

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: This is for
Minister of Housing.

Can the Minister of Housing provide an update
on how many units, public units, are
renovated? Because | know in Behchoko
alone -- in Tlicho region, I'm talking about
Tlicho region, but in Behchoko, we have for
this past fiscal year, 22 units were supposed to
be renovated. They are in great need of
renovations. And | do not see any contractors
in those units. And unemployment is high in
Tlicho region. And | do support the local
contractors, just like my colleague from Inuvik
Twin Lakes had mentioned. So | just wanted to
know if the Minister of Housing can provide an
update to us on how many units were
renovated?

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Monfwi. Minister responsible for Housing
NWT.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. | don't have that specific information
on hand. But | do have the successes that
were done in the Member's riding.

In 2021 and 2022, there was a complete
delivery of two new public housing units in
Behchoko. This past year, we invested $1.1
million in new construction, major retrofits,
homeownership programming, and minor unit
repairs. To date, one apprenticeship has
successfully completed the Housing NWT
Apprenticeship Program. There is currently
one apprentice actively completing the
program. To date, housing is required -- the
requirement in our new contracts to include at
least one apprenticeship to complete a work
assignment during the duration of the contract.

The Tlicho has also been awarded one of
the -- the federal Rapid Housing Initiatives.
Sorry, the sun is just blocking my notes here.
And they directly received $5 million for a
housing project from the Rapid Housing
Initiative provided by the federal government.
So they actually went through the application
process.

They were one of very few in the Northwest
Territories that were able to access this
specific program, the Rapid Housing Program.
We had a short window. | think it was four
months that the federal government had
announced that. And I'm happy to say that the
Tlicho government was one of the successful
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recipients of the awarded funding of $5 million.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral
guestions. Member for Monfwi.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: That's not
the information | was looking for. What | was
referring to was the renovation that was
identified in the budget. There were 22 units
that were supposed to be renovated this year.
And summer is approaching, summer is here,
and this is the important time that -- there's lot
of young people that are looking for job as
well. And so that's why | was referring
to -- that's why | mention is there an update.
Can she provide an update to us about how
many houses that they have completed so far
to date and are they on track to complete the
units within this fiscal year? Thank you.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. During the past couple of years, you
know, we have recovered from the COVID-19
and also the restrictions that had come along
with it as well too. | can provide the Member
with an update of those numbers that she is
requesting. | don't have that immediately on
hand. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Colleagues, our time for oral questions has
expired. Written questions. Returns to written
questions. Replies to the Commissioner's
address. Petitions. Reports of committees on
the review of bills. Reports of standing and
special committees. Tabling of documents.
Minister responsible for Health and Social
Services.

Tabling of Documents

TABLED DOCUMENT 653-19(2):
FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL
QUESTION 1022-19(2): LIVING WELL
TOGETHER TRAINING

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | wish to the table the
following document: Follow-up Letter for Oral
Question 1022-19(2): Living Well Together
Training. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling
of documents.

TABLED DOCUMENT 654-19(2):
2021-2022 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION
FINAL REPORT

Colleagues, pursuant to section 10 of the
Electoral Boundaries Commission Act, | wish
to table the 2021-2022 Northwest Territories

Electoral Boundaries Commission Final
Report.

Tabling of documents. Notices of motion.
Motions. Notices of motion for the first reading
of bills. First reading of bills. Second reading of
bills. Consideration in Committee of the Whole
of bills and other matters, Bill 23, 29, and
Committee Report 27-19(2), with Member for
Inuvik Twin Lakes in the chair.

MS. SEMMLER: What is the wish of
committee? Member for Frame Lake.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente.
I move that the chair rise and report progress.
Mabhsi.

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you. There's a motion
on the floor to report progress. The motion is
in order and non-debatable. All those in
favour? All those opposed?

---Carried
Motion is carried.

| will now rise and report progress.
Report of Committee of the Whole

MR. SPEAKER: May | please have the report
of Committee of the Whole, Member for Inuvik
Twin Lakes.

MS. SEMMLER: Mr. Speaker, your committee
has been considering Bill 23, Bill 29, and
Committee Report 27-19(2), and | would like to
report progress. And Mr. Speaker, | move that
the report of the Committee of the Whole be
concurred with. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for
Inuvik Twin Lakes. Do we have a seconder?
Member for Deh Cho. All those in favour? All
those opposed? Any abstentions?

---Carried
Motion is carried.

Third reading of bills. Mr. Clerk, orders of the
day.

Orders of the Day

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Tim Mercer):
Orders of the day for Monday, May 30th, 2022,
1:30 p.m.

1. Prayer
2.  Ministers' Statements

3. Members' Statements
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4.
5
6.
7
8
9

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

Returns to Oral Questions Heard About the United Nations
" . . Declaration on the Rights of
Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery Indigenous Peoples and

Acknowledgements Negotiating Agreements

- Committee Report 29-19(2):
Government Operations Report
on the Review of the Languages
Commissioner for the Northwest

Returns to Written Questions Territories Annual Report 2020-

2021

Oral Questions

Written Questions

Replies to Commissioner's Address
21. Report of Committee of the Whole
Petitions
22. Third Reading of Bills
Reports of Committees on the Review of

Bills 23. Orders of the Day
Reports of Standing and Special MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This
Committees House stands adjourned until Monday, May

30th, 2022, at 1:30 p.m.
Tabling of Documents
---ADJOURNMENT
Notices of Motion
The House adjourned at 11:52 a.m.
Motions

- Motion 53-19(2), Appointments
to the Standing Committees on
Social Development and
Government Operations

Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills
First Reading of Bills
- Bill 52, Elevators and Lifts Act

- Bill 53, An Act to Amend the
Liquor Act

Second Reading of Bills

Consideration in Committee of the Whole
of Bills and Other Matters

- Bill 23, An Actto Amend the
Public Utilities Act

- Bill 29, Resource Royalty
Information Disclosure Statute
Amendment Act

- Bill 40, An Act to Amend the
Medical Profession Act

- Bill 46, An Act to Amend the
Motor Vehicles Act

- Bill 47, An Act to Amend the
Employment Standards Act, No.
2

- Committee Report 27-19(2):
Standing Committee on
Reconciliation and Indigenous
Affairs Interim Report: What We
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