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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 

Members Present 

Hon. Diane Archie, Hon. Frederick Blake Jr., Mr. Bonnetrouge, Hon. Paulie Chinna, Ms. Cleveland, Hon. 

Caroline Cochrane, Mr. Edjericon, Hon. Julie Green, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Martselos, Ms. Nokleby, Mr. O'Reilly, Ms. 
Semmler, Hon. R.J. Simpson, Mr. Rocky Simpson, Hon. Shane Thompson, Hon. Caroline Wawzonek, Ms. 
Weyallon-Armstrong.  

 

 The House met at 1:35 p.m.  

Prayer 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Frederick Blake Jr.): 

Ministers' statements. Minister responsible for 
Lands.  

Ministers’ Statements 

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 255-19(2): 
ENHANCING TRANSPARENCY AND CLIENT 

EXPERIENCE 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to provide an update on the 
Department of Lands' progress related to 
enhancing transparency and client experience 
for residents of the Northwest Territories.  

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Lands is an 
active member in the Government of the 
Northwest Territories Open Data Initiative, 
which aims to increase government 
transparency and accountability by proactively 
making data available to the public, while 
respecting our privacy, security, and legal 
obligations.  

In support of this initiative, the Department 
recently expanded the information and data 
related to land administration that is available 
to the public on our web-based mapping tool. 
As of March 7th, 2022, additional non-personal 
information on disposition term length, 
effective date, and specific land-use type was 
published on the Administration of the 
Territorial Land Acts System, commonly 
referred to as ATLAS. This enhanced 
information will help viewers better understand 
the activities and uses of public land.  

Mr. Speaker, the GNWT’s evaluation policy 

states that the government will implement 
program evaluation practices to ensure 
program performance is measurable and 
informs sound resource allocation decisions.  

In support of this policy, the department has 

established a performance and evaluation 
committee to enhance our performance 
measures process with the goal of improving 
departmental performance.  

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to share 

that the department has developed and 
evaluated draft client service standards in 
response to feedback from our clients and 
stakeholders. The standards were initially 
developed, and the department piloted them 
prior to moving forward. The standards are 
being finalized before being posted to the 
department’s website, which is anticipated 
later this month.  

Client service standards are designed to 

increase transparency, predictability, and 
public understanding of both; the steps 
required to complete land transactions and the 
timelines for services. The timelines are an 
important inclusion as they provide clients with 
a commitment for engagement with the 
department.  

The department plans to regularly review and 

improve our client service standard with intent 
to provide more information online and 
in-person for the clients.  

The department will also track progress 
through performance measures reporting in 
our annual business plan.  

Mr. Speaker, enhancing transparency and 

client experience is a process. The department 
is committed to improve services for the 
residents of the Northwest Territories and will 
continue to conduct business in a transparent 
and accountable manner. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 
Ministers' statements. Minister responsible for 
Health and Social Services.  

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 256-19(2): 

SENIOR CITIZENS MONTH AND ELDER 
ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 
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HON. JULIE GREEN: Mr. Speaker, June is 

Senior Citizens Month, a time for us to 
acknowledge and celebrate the important role 
seniors have in our families and communities.  

 Seniors teach us about culture, tradition, and 
history. Their wisdom is integral to making 
wise decisions that will impact the future of 
generations of Northerners.  

This Legislative Assembly has made a 

commitment to enable seniors to age in place, 
with dignity. The Department of Health and 
Social Services is working with Housing NWT 
and the Departments of Municipal and 
Community Affairs, along with Education, 
Culture and Employment, to ensure that 
seniors may live longer and healthier lives 
wherever they live now.  

Mr. Speaker, these departments are working 
together to increase supports for seniors to 
make it easier for them to stay in their home 
community and in their own home if that's their 
choice. Funding is being provided to enhance 
inclusion and safety and remove 
community-level barriers to aging in place, 
along with initiatives to protect seniors from 
abuse.  

Mr. Speaker, senior abuse and neglect are 
very serious concerns for this government. 
One of the challenges we face is the 
underreporting of abuse, making it difficult to 
get a complete picture of the problem. This 
issue is not unique to the North, or even to 
Canada.  

June 15th is World Elder Abuse Awareness 

Day. It is an official United Nations 
International Day acknowledging the 
significance of elder abuse as a public health 
and human rights issue around the world. 
Ministers Responsible for Seniors across 
Canada recognize the seriousness of this 
issue and collaborate at the federal, provincial, 
and territorial table to discuss it.  

Mr. Speaker, a cross-jurisdictional work plan 
includes projects that identify gaps, 
challenges, as well as policy and program 
options to address financial and non-financial 
abuse of seniors. The GNWT is actively 
participating in this work and will implement 
the regulatory and service delivery changes 
required to protect seniors.  

We are also working with our partners to 
launch a public awareness campaign focused 
on senior abuse, and to provide training to 
GNWT staff that teaches them how to identify 
signs of abuse.  

The GNWT works closely with the NWT 

Seniors Society to support organizations, 
communities, families, and individuals 
confronted with senior abuse. They operate a 
1-800 phone line to offer information, referrals, 
and support to seniors and their families. 
Questions about senior abuse account for 
about 20 percent of all the calls they received 
in the last fiscal year, so this is an important 
issue in NWT communities.  

Mr. Speaker, the NWT Seniors Society also 

delivers the Creating Safe Communities for 
Older Adults workshop to communities that 
want to increase awareness of abuse of older 
adults, learn how to identify the abuse, and 
take action.  

Individuals experiencing abuse can reach out 
to the RCMP, call Alison McAteer House toll 
free, contact the five family violence shelters, 
or connect with a health and social service 
provider in their community for support to 
discuss next steps they can take to protect 
themselves.  

Mental health supports such as community 

counsellors, the NWT Help Line, as well as 
various online resources are available to those 
who are affected by senior abuse, Mr. 
Speaker. I encourage anyone who wants to 
know more to reach out to the NWT Seniors 
Society or visit their website.  

Enabling seniors to age in place requires an 
effort at the territorial level, at the community 
level, and within NWT families. Over the next 
few months, NWT residents, Indigenous and 
community governments, and stakeholder 
organizations, will have the opportunity to 
participate in community-based in-person and 
virtual engagement sessions, as well to 
complete an online survey to inform the work 
the GNWT is doing to enable more seniors to 
age in place no matter where they live in the 
Northwest Territories. And that survey is 
available at health centres and from the NWT 
Seniors Society in paper form.  

Mr. Speaker, throughout the month of June, I 
encourage you to take a moment to honour 
the seniors in your life and in your community 
and remember that all seniors have the right to 
choose their own lifestyle, express themselves 
in their own language, and enjoy the same 
privileges granted to all residents of the NWT. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 
Ministers' statements. Minister responsible for 
Housing NWT.  
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MINISTER’S STATEMENT 257-19(2): 

HOUSING NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

WITH TLICHO GOVERNMENT 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Mr. Speaker, since 
becoming the Minister responsible for Housing 
NWT, I have repeatedly spoken on the theme 
of partnership. This is because the Northwest 
Territories is in a housing crisis that cannot be 
solved by any one government alone.  

Mr. Speaker, it is crucial that Housing NWT 

works with Indigenous governments to 
increase affordable housing for residents, 
providing training opportunities, and supports 
the housing goals of Indigenous governments 
and communities while maximizing local 
economic activity.  

Last fall, as part of our renewal strategy, 
Housing NWT committed to strengthening its 
partnerships with the Indigenous governments 
of the Northwest Territories.  

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce that 
Housing NWT is making progress on that. 
Housing NWT has recently signed a 
memorandum of understanding on housing 
with the Tlicho government. This provides a 
framework for intergovernmental cooperation 
on housing-related matters, including 
discussions on coordinated program delivery 
in the Tlicho communities. Working with the 
existing intergovernmental memorandum of 
understanding with the Tlicho government, this 
memorandum of understanding on housing 
demonstrates Housing Northwest Territories' 
commitment to strengthening this important 
relationship and to ensure that our cooperation 
will endure far into the future. 

Mr. Speaker, stronger cooperation between 
the two governments has the potential to 
positively impact the day-to-day lives of the 
Tlicho citizens and the public, and to help us 
focus and maximize our collective efforts on 
housing.  

Despite the promise of progress in the 

memorandum of understanding, there is still 
much more work to be done. Guided by the 
MOU, Housing NWT will work with the Tlicho 
government on providing effective housing 
supports for people most in need.  

Mr. Speaker, while we may not always be able 
to agree, I want to express with this 
relationship, based on trust, recognition, and 
mutual respect, we will overcome any 
challenges. We will be better, we will do better 
to maximize our collective efforts for people 
we serve. I look forward to jointly working 
together and continuing to make this progress 

on matters of importance to both the GNWT 
and the Tlicho government.  

In closing Mr. Speaker, mahsi to the Tlicho 
government for working with us to set a new 
model for housing success in the Northwest 
Territories. I also want to thank the staff of 
Housing NWT for making this a priority and 
putting their efforts forward. Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 
Ministers' statements. Members' statements. 
Member for Thebacha.  

Members’ Statements 

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1129-19(2): 
LOGICAL DECISION MAKING 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, my statement today is a little bit 
different. To begin my statement today, I want 
to share a quote from Gandhi when he 
described our modern western society as one 
of wealth without work, pleasure without 
conscience, knowledge without character, 
commerce without mortality, size without 
sacrifice, and politics without principle.  

Mr. Speaker, for my Member's statement 

today, I want to talk about logical 
decision-making and logical thinking.  

One of the biggest things that I have noticed 
since becoming an MLA is that every single 
decision that government makes needs to be 
backed up by frameworks, action plans, 
studies, and strategies. It is very clear to me 
that public government is nearly incapable of 
making seemingly easy decisions on about 
anything. There is much talk about doing 
things in the future because of the need to wait 
for further studies. However, that provides for 
a lack of action for long periods of time when 
logical decisions about things that have been 
studied to death can be put into action. This 
way of doing things wastes valuable time, 
money, and resources that can be put to better 
use and actually gets things done in a timely 
matter.  

Mr. Speaker, this way of doing things would 

never be acceptable when running a business 
as the business would likely fall into deep 
deficit, eventually go bankrupt, and never be 
able to accomplish any of its core mandate 
actions. For private enterprise, as the saying 
goes, time is money, so logical decisions and 
logical thinking about known and established 
facts on various matters usually prevails. 
However, that same principle does not apply 
to public government as government 
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bureaucrats are always trying to cover 
decisions that should be made with good 
leadership in a timely effective manner to 
make a difference for the people of the 
Northwest Territories. I seek unanimous 
consent to complete my statement, Mr. 
Speaker.  

---Unanimous consent granted  

Mr. Speaker, as the MLA for Thebacha, I am 

stressing that decisions should come from the 
heart. It should come from your knowledge of 
the subject. You should be passionate about 
the subject. And it should also accomplish 
positive changes. As leaders, we should also 
make sure that we are not making decisions 
that are not detrimental to the people of the 
Northwest Territories.  

We need to learn to think outside of the box for 
the betterment of the people of the Northwest 
Territories. We must show strength and be 
proud of our decisions.  

Many times I feel there are too many chiefs 
and not enough Indians. The waters get 
muddy, and the whole idea of why we are here 
is sometimes being questioned by the people 
of the Northwest Territories.  

So colleagues, think before you leap; think 
before you speak; think before you action; to 
make it easier for the people of the Northwest 
Territories to understand what we are doing 
here. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Thebacha. Members' statements. Member for 
Monfwi.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1130-19(2): 
RCMP VIOLENCE AND BRUTALITY 
TOWARDS INDIGENOUS WOMEN 

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
following up on my statement from last week 
on overpolicing and police brutality.  

Since my last statement, several constituents 

have reached out to share their fears of the 
RCMP. Mr. Speaker, we should all be deeply 
troubled by this.  

Mr. Speaker, Indigenous people face violence 
every day. This violence is rooted in 
colonization, residential school, the 60 
Scoops, the Indian Act, and other racist 
policies aimed at assimilating Indigenous 
people.  

Mr. Speaker, historically the RCMP was 

complicit in this violence. For example, many 
RCMP were involved in separating Indigenous 

children and youth from their families to attend 
residential schools. The policing of Indigenous 
children and youth began at a very young age. 
This is one reason why there is mistrust and 
fear of the RCMP.  

Mr. Speaker, Indigenous women in the 

Northwest Territories and Canada face 
extraordinary rates of violence. In 2021, 
Statistics Canada revealed that six in ten 
Indigenous women report being physically or 
sexually assaulted in their lifetime.  

These acts of violence are not separate from 
the colonial legacy of Canada. In fact, the 
colonial acts and policies I listed diminish 
Indigenous women. This has made them more 
susceptible to violence including violence from 
the RCMP. The RCMP's rough handling, 
harsh treatment, racist remarks, indifference, 
and cruelty towards Indigenous women is 
systemic discrimination and violence against 
Indigenous women. This is unacceptable.  

For example, when charges are stayed 
against RCMP for police brutality, what 
message does this send to the Indigenous 
people, especially the Indigenous women? Mr. 
Speaker, can I have unanimous consent to 
conclude.  

---Unanimous consent granted   

Mr. Speaker, in 2019, the National Inquiry into 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls final report was released with Calls to 
Justice. From that report, calls for police 
services, 9.1, reads, "Acknowledge that the 
historical and current relationship between 
Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA 
people in the justice system has been largely 
defined by colonialism, racism, bias, 
discrimination, and fundamental cultural and 
societal difference. Acknowledge that going 
forward this relationship must be based on 
respect and understanding and must be led by 
and in partnership with Indigenous women, 
girls and 2SLGBTQQIA people."  

Mr. Speaker, Indigenous people across the 

territory are ready for a healthy and positive 
relationship with the RCMP based on respect. 
Reconciliation with, and the safety of, 
Indigenous people requires we implement the 
MMIWG for justice.  

I will have questions for the Minister of Justice. 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Monfwi. Members' statements. Member for 
Inuvik Twin Lakes.  
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MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1131-19(2): 

GRADUATION RATES 

MS. SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the East Three Secondary 
graduates who will be having their ceremony 
on Saturday, June 4th, in Inuvik. I would also 
like to congratulate the post-secondary 
students that will be having their convocation 
on June 17th at the Inuvik campus. As well as 
all those students that have completed their 
post-secondary this year with all the 
challenges that they have had to do to 
complete their studies throughout the 
pandemic.  

Mr. Speaker, graduating in the Northwest 

Territories is a great achievement for those 
who are able to do so.  

According to statistics, from ECE's grad rate 

fact sheet stats in 2018, show that the NWT 
graduation rate is 61.3 percent. And when it is 
broken down by regional centres, small 
communities, and Yellowknife, the stats are as 
follows: regional centres are at the highest 
with 83.1 percent; small communities at 33.1 
percent; Yellowknife at 71.4 percent.  

When we dive deeper into who is graduating 
and break it down even further between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous, the stats are 
no surprise to most of us sitting in this room.  

In 2018, only 48.3 percent of the Indigenous 
students graduated compared to 77.9 of the 
non-Indigenous students, Mr. Speaker. This 
saddens me. Do you know why this saddens 
me, Mr. Speaker? It's because there are so 
many systemic barriers and challenges that 
Indigenous students face, especially in the 
smaller communities, as my colleagues from 
the small communities continue to remind us 
all, that prevents them from achieving 
graduation, like poverty, lack of food, lack of 
shelter, addictions that some of these family 
are challenged with. Attending school and 
getting to school is much lower on their 
priority.  

Mr. Speaker, we talk about a representative 
workforce in the North, and I do as well, but 
we need to really fix the root causes as to why 
we don't have a representative workforce in 
the North. And that is why I stand in this 
House, as long as I am as an MLA, to raise 
the issues of these root causes, to get the 
attention they need for a better future for all of 
our residents, especially our Indigenous 
residents. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Inuvik Twin Lakes. Members' statements. 
Member for Hay River South.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1132-19(2): 

SPECIFIED DISEASE CONDITIONS LIST 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, what happens when a 
constituent finds him or herself with a disease 
that only one in a million people have? And 
then finds that disease is not on this 
government's antiquated list of specified 
disease conditions?  

Mr. Speaker, I will speak about chronic 
recurrent multifocal osteomyelitis, also referred 
as a CRMO. It is an issue that I promised a 
constituent I would bring forward on his behalf.  

CRMO is a disease that affects mostly children 
and adolescents but can affect any age. It 
results in inflammation in around the bones 
with symptoms of continuous pain, 
inflammation, abnormal bone growth, bone 
deformity, bone fractures, joint swelling, and 
fever. It affects the person to the point that he 
or she is unable to work or participate in 
activities many of us take for granted.  

Mr. Speaker, of all of the diseases present in 

the world today, we only have 50 shown on 
our list of specified disease conditions. Again, 
what happens when you have a rare disease 
and that disease is not on this government's 
list of specified disease conditions?  

The answer is simple.  

If you have private health insurance, treatment 
and medication may be covered. If you're 
relying on this government's healthcare 
system for support, you are in fact on your 
own.  

Mr. Speaker, the federal government has 
tasked this government with the responsibility 
and financial resources to provide healthcare 
to all residents of the Northwest Territories. 
What that means is we must do all we can to 
ensure residents have access to appropriate 
healthcare whether or not they can afford it. 
And in this instance, whether or not it is a 
disease that is not on this list of specified 
disease conditions.  

Mr. Speaker, this government's Extended 
Health Benefits Policy, 49.07, states that 
government is committed to the realization and 
maintenance of health and well-being of the 
Northwest Territories residents. It also states 
that nothing in this policy shall in any way be 
construed to limit the prerogative of the 
Executive Council to make decisions or take 
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action respecting extended health benefits 
outside the provisions of this policy.  

Mr. Speaker, the second quote is particularly 
important as it is apparent the drafters of this 
policy anticipated that there would be 
instances where gaps would exist thus 
provided the Executive Council with the 
authority to address those gaps. As such, 
CRMO not being listed is an instance where a 
gap does exist. Mr. Speaker, I seek 
unanimous consent to conclude my statement.  

---Unanimous consent granted  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, fixing 
an outdated policy is our responsibility. 
Providing healthcare is our responsibility. 
However, this government feels it would set a 
precedent and open the floodgate to others in 
similar circumstances. Making those debatable 
decisions in favour of our constituents are why 
we are here.  

Mr. Speaker, the cost of helping this young 

man is approximately $20,000 per year. This 
will not cure the disease, but it would provide 
my constituent with quality of life, something 
we all take for granted.  

Although the initial request on behalf of my 

constituent was denied, I would ask the 
Minister of Health to do the right thing and 
reverse her decision to provide the support 
that will improve this young man's quality of 
life, or at least place the matter before the 
Executive Council for their consideration. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay 

River South. Members' statements. Member 
for Deh Cho.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1133-19(2): 

CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES IN SMALL 
COMMUNITIES 

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the Child and Family Services 
Standards and Procedures Manual states the 
Northwest Territories Child and Family 
Services Act mandates the provision of 
protective and supportive services for children 
and families.  

It goes on to state this mandate is the 

responsibility of the Department of Health and 
Social Services and regional health and social 
services authorities to jointly fulfill the 
obligations under the Child and Family 
Services Act.  

Mr. Speaker, the main objective of the act is 
for the protection and well-being of children. It 

goes on to tell parents how to raise and handle 
their children free from abuse and harm and 
use of safe disciplinary methods.  

Mr. Speaker, the document goes on to state 

that measures taken for the protection and 
well-being of children should, as far as 
possible, promote family and community 
integrity and continuity. It also suggests that 
communities should be encouraged to provide 
and develop their own child and family 
services but, I take it, within the rules of the 
Child and Family Services Act.  

Mr. Speaker, there is perhaps a lot of 
education for parents and communities within 
the act which focuses on the protection of the 
children within the family unit. The problem 
with the Child and Family Services Act is that it 
is not front and center in our communities. 
Only when there are troubles for families that 
this act springs out of the dark and families are 
left scratching their heads wondering and 
realizing their worst nightmares, that their 
children are being taken away.  

Mr. Speaker, I will have questions for the 

Minister of Health and Social Services at the 
appropriate time. Mahsi.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Deh 
Cho. Members' statements. Member for 
Yellowknife North.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1134-19(2): 
BUILDING STANDARDS ACT 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 

Speaker, in every other jurisdiction in Canada, 
I can stand up in the House and ask a Minister 
what exemptions, what changes, and how the 
National Building Code applies in that 
jurisdiction - except the Northwest Territories, 
Mr. Speaker.  

Right now, the answer to whether the National 

Building Code applies in the Northwest 
Territories is something like "part of it", 
"somewhere", "sometimes", Mr. Speaker. And 
we know this. We know this because we have 
sued ourselves over it, and we know this 
because there are numerous contractual 
disputes about when and how the code 
applies in this territory.  

And, Mr. Speaker, there are many debates 
that need to be had by jurisdictions about what 
sections they want of the National Building 
Code. For example, the National Building 
Code is not only the standard. There's the 
Canada Safety Association Standard on 
Accessibility. Our Human Rights Commission 
has had multiple cases where they have said 
the National Building Code is not enough for 
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accessibility. They have recommended that we 
implement higher accessibility standards in the 
Northwest Territories.  

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, right now in BC or 

Alberta or Ontario or Quebec, I could build a 
12-storey mass timber building. Mass timber is 
one of those areas that has exceeded beyond 
the current building code and is recognized as 
the more sustainable and cheaper option for 
northern building. But that would be illegal, 
presently, in the Northwest Territories.  

Mr. Speaker, there is a very large debate 
about what energy standards we want to adopt 
in the Northwest Territories. Right now, we 
haven't really adopted any. Perhaps we need 
northern specific sections for building on 
permafrost.  

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about single points 
of egress in four to six-storey buildings. I love 
single points of egress in four-storey buildings, 
Mr. Speaker. Ontario is looking how to adopt 
those because we recognize now that new 
buildings that are built with fire safety 
standards don't need a second stairwell. In 
fact, all that second stairwell is doing is driving 
up the cost of building and further increasing 
our housing crisis. Yet, Mr. Speaker, we can't 
have that conversation here because we do 
not have a Building Standards Act.  

Mr. Speaker, the steps right now to get a 
building approved depend on which 
municipality you're in, and there are literally 
hundreds of steps and hundreds of points of 
approval across multiple jurisdictions.  

I believe that implementing a Buildings 
Standards Act will pay for itself in streamlining 
the building process and it will help alleviate 
our housing crisis.  

I'll have questions for the Minister of MACA. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Yellowknife North. Members' statements. 
Member for Kam Lake.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1135-19(2): 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS IN 
HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CENTRES 

MS. CLEVELAND: Mr. Speaker, I will be 

speaking to suicide today. Before I start, I want 
to give people an opportunity to turn down the 
volume or remove themselves from the 
Chamber if they prefer not to listen.  

Mr. Speaker, I like numbers because they 

compel evidence-based decision-making, so 
here are some numbers.  

The World Health Organization estimates one 

person dies by suicide every 40 seconds. Over 
4,000 Canadians die by suicide every year. 
That's 11 people every day. 70 percent of 
mental health problems arise during childhood 
or adolescence, and 75 percent of children 
with mental disorders do not have access to 
specialized treatment services. Indigenous 
youth are five to six times more likely to die by 
suicide than non-Indigenous youth. And 
suicide rates for Inuit youth are among the 
highest globally, at 11 times the national 
average.  

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken in this House 

before about youth mental health 
emergencies. I explained that if a child broke 
their arm, they would be given an x-ray, a cast, 
pain medication, instructions for cast care, and 
told what to do if they need more support. But 
what happens when a child's injury is mental 
and not physical?  

Through multiple anecdotes, I learned the 
typical emergency room response to a suicide 
attempt is to physically put the person back 
together and then request a call to the patient 
from the community counsellor. If it is a long 
weekend, that call is a minimum four days 
away, and the call back is the only support tool 
provided.  

This is a gap, Mr. Speaker. Northerners need 
immediate aftercare in these traumatic 
moments.  

The Health and Social Services mental health 
and addictions team brings together various 
support platforms, expertise, and grassroots 
funding, but these tools or programs are not 
communicated to Northerners in crisis mode. 
There is no space for designing safety plans or 
discussing next steps. The standard hospital 
emergent response to suicide attempts is not 
enough.  

Mr. Speaker, many of our children are not 

okay. Suicide is a common conversation 
among youth across our territory and across 
demographics. In the NWT, roughly 160 to 180 
people use hospital services every year 
following suicide attempts. Each of these 
instances are calls for help with the gift of a 
second chance.  

If mental health is health, we need to ensure 
that mental health supports and immediate 
emergency aftercare is accessible at our 
hospitals and our health centres. We owe it to 
the people of the Northwest Territories not to 
waste these second chances. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam 

Lake. Members' statements. Member for 
Frame Lake.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1136-19(2): 

PLACE NAMING AND RENAMING THE 
MUSEUM 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 
There are some issues that I would like to 
follow up on from the recent royal visit. My 
colleague from Yellowknife North started to 
raise some of these issues earlier in this 
sitting.  

The first issue is the need for a new name for 
the territorial heritage centre and museum. I 
have raised this issue repeatedly, as has the 
Member for Yellowknife North in this sitting. I 
was very pleased to hear the Minister of 
Education, Culture and Employment say 
basically, on May 27th, that the only obstacle 
to renaming the museum is political inertia as 
there is no requirement or need for royal 
approval.  

Here's a concrete step that our government 
can easily take towards 
reconciliation - rename our territorial museum. 

The Member for Yellowknife North has also 

raised the need to rename some other places 
in the Northwest Territories to stop 
commemorating our colonial and racist roots. I 
support that call, which is also consistent with 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples.  

Article 13 says that Indigenous peoples have 
the right to "designate and retain their own 
names for communities, places and persons" 
and "states shall take effective measures to 
ensure that this right is protected."  

Clearly GNWT has some unfulfilled obligations 
in this regard, and I will ask the Minister how 
this right will be implemented here. I am 
hoping that the Special Committee on 
Reconciliation and Indigenous Affairs will also 
take note of this issue and address it in their 
final report.  

The other museum issue that I want to raise is 
permitted uses of the museum.  

During the recent royal visit to the museum, 

there was a display of some Inuit traditional 
heritage items, including a stone lamp, or 
qulliq. Unfortunately, a current direction from 
the museum appears to preclude the lighting 
of the lamp. It's my understanding that a 
lighted qulliq has been allowed before within 
the museum without any adverse impacts so 

it's not clear why there is a new policy or 
direction.  

I will have questions later today for the 
Minister of Education, Culture and 
Employment on how we can fulfill our UNDRIP 
obligations with regard to place naming and 
also ensure that the museum supports 
culturally significant practices. Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Frame Lake. Members' statements. Member 
for Great Slave.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1137-19(2): 
MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTIONS 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This 
week, the Auditor General of Canada's report 
on addictions prevention and recovery 
services in the Northwest Territories was 
tabled in this House. Portions of the report 
speak of equitable access to supports as well 
as the need for culturally safe services. The 
auditor general reports that aftercare is limited 
or non-existent, and there are little to no 
formalized processes or communications to 
clients on other supports available to them, 
including from Health Canada.  

Prevention. I've heard from several residents 
that they often cannot reach the Primary 
Health Clinic or obtain an appointment, with 
many people lacking a permanent family 
doctor. Primary care can be the first point of 
contact for someone trying to get help or 
resources for mental health or medical issues 
that may lead to addiction and/or relapse.  

Immediate access to top quality medical care 
is crucial if we want to deal with our addictions 
issue. Adjustments to the current system for 
accessing healthcare and trauma counselling 
need to change. Some of this work has been 
started but it’s clearly not enough as the 
mental health crisis looms on. 

Recovery. People faced with addictions are 

often under-housed or homeless. Ensuring 
adequate housing and safe spaces is crucial 
to mental health and addiction prevention and 
recovery. The Departments of Health and 
Social Services and Housing must collaborate 
with Indigenous governments and 
communities to establish aftercare services 
and sober housing so people can continue 
their recovery in their home communities in a 
safe environment.  

Furthermore, these spaces need to be in good 
repair, and there must be 24-hour supports in 
place to help those recovering in their journey.  
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Mr. Speaker, when reviewing the report, the 

biggest thing that jumps out to me is the lack 
of data collection and measurable outcomes 
on addictions in the NWT. Both the 
Department of Health and Social Services and 
the health authorities have failed to collect or 
analyze targeted data; data that could have 
been used to identify trends and provide 
information to support action to improve 
outcomes for Northerners.  

Mr. Speaker it has been 20 years since the 

Department of Health committed to better 
coordinate the health and social services 
system to improve residents' access to 
services. And 20 years later, it appears 
nothing has changed. This government needs 
to develop concrete, actionable plans that lead 
to better outcomes. They need to build sober 
houses and hire respected elders and 
community members to provide supports in 
communities. Mr. Speaker, i seek unanimous 
consent to conclude my statement.  

---Unanimous consent granted  

They need to build sober houses and hire 

respected elders and community members to 
provide sober supports in communities.  

The ability to detox and recover in an 
environment that is safe and supportive is the 
right of all of our people, and the GNWT has 
failed to provide this. How can we say we are 
truly intent on reconciliation when we fail to 
see our people crying for help? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Great 

Slave. Members' statements. Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1138-19(2): 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS 

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, today I want to talk about mental 
health challenges in communities that I 
represent.  

Recently, I have learned of several 
major -- sorry, there are several very serious 
medical incidents arising from chronic mental 
health conditions in my constituent 
communities. These tragic circumstances 
have serious impacts on the community that 
extend beyond one individual.  

Our Indigenous people, our communities, are 
tight-knit and compassionate. We support 
each other through the best and worst times. 
We also suffer together. The legacy of 
colonialism and genocide have left our people 
deep psychological scars. The (audio) of 

general trauma continues to (audio) 
Indigenous people in the Northwest Territories, 
leading to depression, anger and violence, and 
suicide.  

Mr. Speaker, I received a call from a council 
Member in one my communities I represent 
and was very distressed to learn it was about 
a young woman who was suicidal. This young 
woman had sadly attempted suicide by 
hanging herself but was thankfully seen by 
friends and family who brought her to the 
health centre to be assessed and hoped to 
see her admitted to the psych ward in 
Yellowknife.  

The nursing staff kept her for a short time then 
released her with Tylenol pills. Even the 
RCMP were unwilling to have the young 
woman apprehended and admitted to the 
hospital, something made possible through the 
Mental Health Act.  

This sorry episode is both moving and 

disheartening. The tremendous compassion 
and conviction of the young woman and family 
is inspiring, just the lack of care available in 
the community is heartbreaking.  

Mr. Speaker, we know from the Offices of the 

Auditor General of Canada that the 
government is not doing enough to treat and 
prevent addictions. This is particularly true in 
respect to our small communities. I will quote 
from the report.  

We were also concerned by the lack of 

coordination needed to connect clients with 
services that required (audio) though it's been 
20 years since the department committed to 
better help coordinate the health and social 
service system to improve residents' access to 
services. The department and health 
authorities need to do more to deliver on their 
commitments to provide equitable, 
culturally-safe programs to help people 
impacted by addictions and access the care 
they need for their own well-being and that of 
their own communities.  

Mr. Speaker, who is responsible for the safety 
of the individual who is a threat to themselves 
and others. Surely it's not the distressed family 
(audio) medical and police professionals for 
help. We can do better.  

In that precious time, in that precious lives 
have been lost already, and my constituents 
cannot bear seeing any more of their sons and 
daughters, brothers, sisters, fathers and 
mothers, consumed by the darkness of 
despair and suicide. It's time to take a serious 
look at the healthcare and mental health 
support in small communities and make this a 
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real priority for the government and future 
governments.  

I will questions for the Minister of Health and 
Social Services. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mahsi.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Tu 

Nedhe-Wiilideh. Members' statements. 
Member for Sahtu.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1139-19(2): 

RECOGNIZING SIERRA MCDONALD 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Mr. Speaker, in 

February of this year, Ms. Sierra McDonald 
wrote all MLAs of the Legislative Assembly 
and acknowledging the need for a treatment 
centre and addictions support. Since my time 
in this government, I have seen and heard 
constant advocation on this issue. And I am 
pleased to see the progress as we start to 
make movement within our healthcare 
approach of new positions, workshops, and 
fundings for small communities and 
Indigenous governments to engage and 
support their efforts in addressing these 
important issues, trauma addiction and 
healing.  

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Sierra McDonald is here with 

us today, along with her grandmother, Ms. 
Mary Jane McDonald. Sierra will be graduating 
this year and will be attending Concordia 
University in Quebec and will be pursuing her 
education in political science. She will also be 
attending the World Youth Summit on Monday 
in Saskatchewan.  

It is great to see our young people pursuing 

their dreams and aspirations. And who knows 
what this future may bring? You may see in 
the coming years MLA McDonald, Premier 
McDonald, Minister McDonald - we don't 
know. But you make our future look bright.  

Thank you, Sierra, and thank you to her 
grandmother for being in attendance. Mahsi, 
Mr. Speaker.  

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery 

MR. SPEAKER: Members' statements. 
Returns to oral questions. Recognition of 
visitors in the gallery. Acknowledgements. 
Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Member 
for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, in December of 2020 
we all received an email from a young lady, 
and she's in the audience. That young lady 
was Sierra McDonald from Norman Wells.  

At the time she was a grade 11 student and 

was attending the FOXY Peer Leader Retreat, 
and she sent us an email as part of that 
program. And in that email, she posed four 
questions basically on treatment centres and 
why they are needed in the NWT. And it's an 
issue that we all struggle with. And my 
understanding, as Minister Chinna said, is that 
Ms. McDonald is off to university in the fall, 
and I wish her all the best in her studies. And I 
ask that she keep in touch with all of us 
because I think one day she'll be sitting in 
here, and Ms. Chinna's probably hoping it's 
not her seat, but.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay 
River South. Recognition of visitors in the 
gallery.  

I'd like to welcome everyone, and it's always 
good to have an audience with us. Mahsi. 
Acknowledgements. Oral questions. Member 
for Hay River South.  

Oral Questions 

ORAL QUESTION 1133-19(2): 
SPECIFIED DISEASE CONDITIONS LIST 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, these questions are for 
the Premier.  

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier confirm how, in 
the Extended Health Benefits Policy 49.07, a 
disease condition makes it on the list of 
specified disease conditions? How often is this 
list updated and what consideration is given to 
those diseases that are rare such as chronic 
recurrent multifocal osteomyelitis? Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay 

River South. Honourable Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. Although I heard three questions 
in there, I think all of them belong to the 
Minister of Health. I'd like to defer it to the 
Minister of Health. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable 
Premier. Minister responsible for Health and 
Social Services.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. And thank you to the Member for 
Hay River South for the question.  

I want to start by saying this isn't the 

appropriate forum to discuss specific cases or 
conditions. It's important that we respect the 
right of patients to their health information.  
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That said, on the general topic of the specified 

conditions, the list, which has 58 conditions on 
it, was inherited from the federal government 
when we took responsibility in this area in 
1988. Some conditions were added in 2011 
through the medical director of the time.  

The specified disease list is now the subject of 
a review by the Department of Health and 
Social Services. There will be public 
consultation in the summer, and we expect to 
have a new draft policy available for review by 
next spring. The purpose of redrafting the 
policy is that listing conditions is not a very 
efficient way of dealing with need for extra 
help with things like prescription drugs. It 
would be better to look at income and means 
testing to see what people have for personal 
resources and what they need in order to pay 
for the help they need through their specified 
conditions. Thank you.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, will the Premier confirm 
how constituents with diseases not currently 
listed on the specified disease conditions list 
are accommodated when it comes to provision 
of treatment and medication?  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, medical treatment, as 
the Member knows, is an insured service 
under the NWT Health Plan. So anyone with 
appear at any of the health centres, or at 
Stanton, and expect to receive a diagnosis 
and treatment for the condition that they are 
presenting with. That said, we do not cover 
drugs on a universal basis. There is no 
universal PharmaCare here or anywhere else 
in the country at this point.  

There is an understanding at our level, and at 
the federal level, that there is a need to 
develop a strategy around specified -- not 
specified diseases but extraordinary drug 
costs because what we're finding is there are 
more of these one in a million cases of 
disease, and often the treatments are 
extremely expensive. So there is an 
acknowledgement that this is a potential 
problem, and a remedy is in the works. Thank 
you.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, will the Premier confirm 
what is the role of her department when it 
comes to persons who are indigent and 
without the financial resources to acquire 
treatment or drugs for a rare disease such as 
chronic recurrent multifocal osteomyelitis? 
Thank you.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. This 

answer really turns on the personal resources 

of the person. In some cases people may be 
able to access health benefits through their 
work or through their parents work if they're 
dependent children. It may be possible if 
they're seniors. It is possible for them to 
access support from the GNWT. Likewise 
people who qualify for Metis health benefits 
can have their drugs covered and those with 
the specified conditions.  

After that, it may be possible for a person to 
apply for private health insurance. It may also 
be possible for a person to apply for income 
assistance and for a disability benefit if their 
disease prevents them from working. Thank 
you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary, Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, my constituent 
exhausted all other avenues for assistance in 
covering treatment costs and now looks to this 
government as his last hope.  

Mr. Speaker, clause 8 of the Extended Health 
Benefits Policy 49.07 states that nothing in this 
policy shall in any way be construed to limit 
the prerogative of the Executive Council to 
make decisions or take action respecting 
extended health benefits outside the 
provisions of this policy.  

Mr. Speaker, will the Premier confirm the 
purpose or intent of that clause, and does the 
Premier see it as a drafter's intent to address 
policy gaps? Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay 

River South. Honourable Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you. 
Respectfully, Mr. Speaker, it's usually the 
Premier that would speak on Executive 
Council issues. So if you're all right, I'll take 
that question.  

So the purpose of the provision in 
all -- actually in all policies in the GNWT are 
similar to that stating that the Executive 
Council, nothing in the policy shall in any way 
construe the limits or the prerogative of the 
Executive Council to make decisions to take 
action respecting a lot of policies.  

And the reason is for that is because although 
Ministers have specific departments, it's the 
Executive Council, as a whole, that is 
responsible for the operations of the 
government. However, in saying that, we don't 
get into every single department. That's why 
we have departments and specific ministers 
for that.  
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However, the other thing that's important to 

say as well is that the matters that are put 
before the Executive Council themselves are 
subject to privilege. So I can't publicly actually 
talk to -- commit to whether -- to the Member 
publicly whether this would come to the 
Executive or not.  

But I do want to say that we do recognize that 
there's issues with this policy, and I think that 
the Minister recognizes that as well, and that's 
why she is looking to do a review of the 
Extended Health Benefits Policy that's 
underway now.  

I also heard -- I've had personal conversations 

with the Member as well, Mr. Speaker, and I 
also can say that, you know, it's heartbreaking 
to hear when people fall through gaps, and 
none of us want to see that. But with the 
Minister with her work on the extended health 
policy. And also Canada, there's a national 
pharmacy program -- care program that 
they're talking about as well.  

So based on my conversations with the 
Member, Mr. Speaker, I will make sure that I 
bring this conversation up with my 
conversations with federal ministers, to the 
prime minister, and see how their PharmaCare 
program can actually interact with our own 
policies around healthcare. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable 
Premier. Oral questions. Member for Deh Cho.  

ORAL QUESTION 1134-19(2): 
CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES 

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, my questions are related to my 
Member's statement on the Child and Family 
Services Act.  

I note the intentions of the act are to prevent 

child abuse within a family unit with the 
needed education of families to comply with 
this act. Education First Nations of the act is a 
win-win for the intent of the act.  

Can the Minister advise if the education and 

awareness of this act has been made to First 
Nations organizations and has the department 
advised the organizations at a duly convened 
meetings of all the regional assemblies. Mahsi.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Deh 

Cho. Minister responsible for Health and 
Social Services.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, and thanks to the Member for Deh 
Cho for the question.  

Just by way of background, the Child and 

Family Services Act came into force in 1998, 
and it has a provision to be reviewed every 
five years, and it is being reviewed this year.  

The purpose of the act is, and will continue to 
be, to ensure that the best interests of the 
child are taken care of. What has changed is 
that there is more of a focus now on 
prevention rather than protection. So 
protection is still present, but prevention needs 
to be exhausted first.  

So there are opportunities for counselling, 
parenting programs, services to improve 
housing, treatment if that's required, and any 
other service that may be helpful to the family 
to address the issues that they are having and 
to keep them together, to keep them whole as 
a family unit.  

The act recognizes that the best place for a 

child is in the family home. And the reason to 
take the child out of that home is only because 
they are not safe in that home.  

So using this new approach, we have been 
able to ensure that 92 percent of children who 
received child and family services are in their 
own home or in their home communities.  

So the practice of taking children out of their 
communities and cultures is something that 
we're moving beyond in this era of 
reconciliation. Thank you.  

MR. BONNETROUGE:  Mahsi, Mr. Speaker, 
and mahsi to the Minister for what not 
answering my original question. But I 
appreciate her review of it and the fact that it's 
more on prevention.  

Mr. Speaker, an act as such can lead to 
criminal charges to a family member 
depending on the seriousness of child 
discipline. This act has far reaching 
implications and presence including in the 
schools, which parents aren't aware of.  

My question to the Minister is when are the 

communities going to be made aware of this 
act that will and can affect their families? 
Mahsi.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned, this act 
has been in force for 25 years. And so child 
protection workers, social workers, have been 
using this legislation for 25 years. So it's not 
new.  

In the time that I've been Minister and we've 

started this review of the Child and Family 
Services Act, I've been in frequent contact with 
Indigenous governments to ask for their 
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feedback on what they would want to change 
in this act since we have an opportunity to 
make changes in this Assembly.  

So I'm not sure what the Member has in mind 

by "making parents aware." If he has a specific 
case he would like me to look into, then I 
would encourage him to contact me privately 
about that. Thank you.  

MR. BONNETROUGE:  Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. I 

think what I've been alluding to in my first two 
questions here is whether communities are 
even aware of this act. Because I come from a 
small community. We never hear of the Child 
and Family Services Act in our communities, 
let alone the First Nations organizations who 
are accountable to their members and also all 
the regional First Nations organizations that I 
speak to, and they said they never hear of the 
act or anybody ever approaching their 
assemblies or meetings to make them aware 
that there is such an act in place.  

And as the Minister alluded, I guess the act 
has been in existence for some time now. The 
Department of Health and Social Services has 
staff on the ground in the communities 
enforcing this act, but they're not going to our 
community leadership or the meetings or 
attending any of our functions.  

Can the Minister advise if there are staff in 

many or all of the communities in the North? 
Mahsi.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the Member was not a 
Member in 2018 when the OAG reviewed the 
provision of child and family services. But that 
was a very distressing report, showing 
significant gaps in the provision of child and 
family services. The result was an investment 
of 57 new positions in child and family services 
across the NWT since 2018.  

So I can say that there are, for example, two 
social workers in Fort Providence. Most 
communities have resident social workers. 
Some of the smaller communities are served 
from regional offices.  

The other big thing that's happened is that the 
federal government passed Bill C92 which 
enables Indigenous governments to create 
their own child and family services law. We've 
had a number of inquiries about this act from 
Indigenous groups in the NWT. And the 
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation has already 
written its law and we are now in negotiations 
with them on a coordination agreement where 
we will provide services according to their law.  

So I'm a little puzzled by the Member's 

insistence that nobody knows about this act. 
But I want to assure him that this is a topic of 
conversation in bilaterals and at Indigenous 
government tables often and that there is an 
opportunity now for Indigenous governments 
to take control in this area. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary, Member for Deh Cho.  

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker, 
and mahsi to the Minister for her answer. 
When I asked questions of lots of my 
leadership, you know, they'd never heard of 
the CFS act. The only ones that know about it 
are the affected families who have been 
approached and their kids been taken away 
and then given back to them.  

Mr. Speaker, I've been made aware that the 
CFS staff in Fort Providence will be moved out 
of the local health centre. I'm aware that they 
currently have two offices in the building. I see 
from the supplementary estimates that they 
will be moved into new leased space within the 
community.  

Can the Minister advise why they need to 
move the two staff into another leased space 
when they have adequate office space in the 
current building? Mahsi.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this is a situation where 
the health centre simply isn't big enough to 
hold all the staff. I said two social workers. 
There's actually three social workers, a social 
work supervisor, and two and a half healthy 
family workers as well as one family 
preservation worker. So that's a total of 6.5 
full-time equivalent positions providing social 
services in Fort Providence, and there simply 
isn't enough room in the health centre. And so 
they are going to move that staff group into 
another location. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 

questions. Member for Frame Lake.  

ORAL QUESTION 1135-19(2): 

PLACE NAMING AND RENAMING THE 
MUSEUM 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 

My questions are for the Minister of Education, 
Culture and Employment. The Minister said 
the only thing holding us back from renaming 
the territorial museum is ourselves. I'd 
like -- would like to establish what the position 
of Cabinet is on this issue and what, if any, 
priority it may have.  
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Can the Minister tell us whether this 

government supports and takes responsibility 
for giving the territorial museum a more 
regionally and culturally appropriate name 
within a reasonable timeframe; say, perhaps 
my lifetime. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Frame Lake. Minister responsible for 
Education, Culture and Employment.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I can't bind future governments but 
I'm confident that we will see a name change 
in the Member's lifetime. I wish the Member a 
very long life. But the plan has been to -- as 
the Member knows, we are working to address 
some of the infrastructure issues at the 
museum, some type of retrofit, perhaps a new 
governance model, and tied in with that would 
be a name change. Instead of just slapping a 
new name on an old building, we want to 
package it all together so it is a new -- there's 
a sense of renewal associated with it so it's 
not just we're doing it for the sake of doing it. 
We're doing it as well in conjunction with 
significant other changes. Thank you.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 

I want to thank the Minister for that, and I hope 
to be present during the renaming ceremony 
whenever it takes place.  

I have to confess to the Minister, I like to hang 
out at the museum in the archives. He 
probably knows that.  

When I first arrived in Yellowknife in 1985 and 
visited the museum, there was a full-time 
toponymist with a dedicated office and 
workspace. That's somebody who studies 
place names. It's not clear to me that we have 
the same resources dedicated to this 
important function.  

Given UNDRIP article 13 and our 
government's commitment to implementation, 
can the Minister tell us how we can fulfill our 
place naming obligations? Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. And there is still a full-time 
toponymist which is now known as a cultural 
places officer, and that was renamed about 
ten years ago, so still 30 years after the 
Member first arrived here. And then that 
position does all of the naming work that the 
Member is talking about. And it is a busy 
office.  

There have been hundreds of name changes 

and new names made official in the last 
number of years, and currently there are 424 

new and replacement names that have been 
submitted by the Lutselk'e Dene First Nation, 
and 13 Indigenous place names in the 
Naats'ihch'oh National Park Reserve, and we 
are working to make those name changes 
happen. So I would say we're one of the 
leaders when it comes to indigenizing names 
in the territory, rather making sure their actual 
names are official names. Thank you.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 
I want to thank the Minister for that. Yes, and I 
too fully recognize the work that's being done 
by Indigenous governments and organizations, 
like the Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute. 
They've done a lot of work on place names.  

But I think that we need a concerted effort and 

a program to fully recognize and change 
colonial and racist place names here in the 
Northwest Territories. It's not clear, you know, 
whether we actually have such a program 
ourselves. So I want to ask the Minister 
whether he intends to fully implement UNDRIP 
article 13 and whether any additional 
resources are needed. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. No additional resources are needed. 
We are making our way through hundreds of 
names, as I mentioned. And we are fully 
staffed. I know that the Government of 
Nunavut has had some staffing issues with 
that toponymist position, but luckily we've 
been able to maintain staff and are making our 
way through that.  

We do have a geographical and community 

names policy of the Executive Council, and 
that guides how communities and 
geographical features are renamed. And I 
don't think that there's any sort of, you know, 
policy adjustments required, any sort of 
additional resources required. What we need 
is community engagement and communities to 
bring forward these needs. It's not up to the 
GNWT to say what a particular place should 
be named. It's up to the communities, and the 
communities have been bringing forward those 
names by the dozen. And we have been 
making those changes as they're brought 
forward. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 
I want to thank the Minister for that. Lastly, I 
just wanted to follow up on how our territorial 
museum can better support important cultural 
practices like the lighting of an Inuit qulliq.  

Can the Minister explain whether lighted 
qulliqs have been allowed in the museum 
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before, what the current policy is, and the 
basis for that policy for practice. Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Qulliqs have been lit in the museum before, in 
the auditorium area. There could be 
arrangements made to have them lit in other 
areas but a bit of a head's up is needed to 
ensure that, you know, sprinkler systems are 
turned off so that we don't damage any of our 
artifacts and that smoke detectors perhaps are 
temporarily removed. And that's the situation 
we found ourselves in, where there just wasn't 
enough lead time given to make a change like 
that to allow for one to be lit. And it's an 
unfortunate incident, and I think there's -- we 
would have done things differently if we had 
known earlier. But I'll leave it at that. Thank 
you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 
questions. Member for Thebacha.  

ORAL QUESTION 1136-19(2): 
RCMP COMPLAINTS AND MISCONDUCT 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, my questions are for the Minister 
of Justice.  

Can the Minister of Justice tell us how many 
RCMP misconduct cases have been reported 
and investigated within the NWT? Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Thebacha. Minister responsible for Justice.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. When people bring forward 
complaints, they can bring them forward to the 
RCMP or to a civilian oversight group, the 
Civilian Review and Complaints Commission.  

In 2017-2018, there were 33 complaints. In 
2018-2019, there were 32 complaints. In 
2019-2020, 32 complaints. In 2021, there were 
18 complaints. And in 2021-2022, there were 
ten complaints. As of May 13th in this fiscal 
year, there have been three. Thank you.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Mr. Speaker, can the 

Minister tell us if the RCMP investigates their 
own misconduct cases. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. So as I mentioned, citizens can bring 
their complaints directly to the RCMP in which 
case, depending on the nature of the 
complaint, it might be investigated internally by 
G-division. If it is a more serious complaint, an 
outside agency would be brought in to do the 

investigation. And if it's brought to the civilian 
review and complaints commission, they 
would be the ones undertaking that. Thank 
you.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Mr. Speaker, the standard 
length of time that an RCMP officer stays in 
the community is usually about two to three 
years.  

Can the Minister tell us how long a 

commanding officer of G-division remains in 
their position, and what is the criteria for hiring 
a commanding officer? Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. The answer to the question 3A is five 
years. And the answer to question 3B is about 
two pages long, so I will share that by email 
with the Member. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary, Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Mr. Speaker, I strongly 

believe it is time that the NWT review its police 
service agreement with the RCMP. The RCMP 
are overpaid, underworked, and need greater 
accountability, transparency, and oversight on 
their conduct.  

Does the Minister have the authority and the 
will to review the terms and conditions of the 
existing Territorial Police Service Agreement. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The Territorial Police Services 
Agreement is a 20-year agreement, and it 
goes until the year 2032. It is collectively 
managed by all provinces and territories. So 
there wouldn't be much utility in myself sitting 
down and reviewing this 80-page document. 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 

questions. Member for Kam Lake.  

ORAL QUESTION 1137-19(2): 
MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS IN 

HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CENTRES 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, my questions today are 
for the Minister of Health and Social Services.  

I'm wondering if the Minister can speak to 

beyond helping somebody with any physical 
support that they need within an emergency 
centre, what is the protocol for responding to a 
mental health crisis or suicide attempt? Thank 
you.  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam 

Lake. Minister responsible for Health and 
Social Services.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, and thank you to the Member for 
Kam Lake for that question. 

NTHSSA has a system-wide policy on suicide 
risk assessment. It's a 10-page policy which is 
available online.  

The policy clearly states that the staff need to 
assess the risk and complete a meaningful 
safety plan. The risk assessment determines 
the level of intervention which could be 
minimum, moderate, or high. If the suicidal 
incident involves the hospital, there's a 
discharge meeting and a plan for which there 
is a template. And if needed, a 
multi-disciplinary community care plan is 
created. So this could include access to 
counselling, which is available same day 
although, as the Member noted, that's not 
seven days a week. Any mental health. And 
mature minors who have the capacity to 
understand and consent, don't have to involve 
their families in their hospital visit and their 
aftercare plan. But it would be good practice if 
that were the case so that there is a reliable 
person who can be part of this person's 
recovery. Thank you.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I can say that with the 
residents of the territory that I've had the 
opportunity to speak with that is not what has 
happened in their experience following a 
suicide attempt from a family member or from 
themselves. And so this is definitely a gap. 
And so I'm wondering if Health and Social 
Services tracks suicide attempts, and if they 
also track the response and the plan of care 
that is provided to each of those people who 
are travelling this journey because I will say 
that that is not the reality of the residents that 
I've had the opportunity to speak with. Thank 
you.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I certainly welcome the 
Member for Kam Lake to share specific cases 
with me to follow up. In terms of self-harm and 
suicidal ideation, information provided to the 
Member previously reveals that the number of 
self-harm or suicidal ideation incidents has, in 
fact, been developing over the years since 
2016-2017, which is the first year in this 
five-year chart. Likewise, the number of people 
seeking counselling because of suicidal 
ideation, that is youth seeking counselling, has 
gone down as well. 

That doesn't mean that there isn't a problem. 

There clearly is a problem with suicidal 
ideation, and we need to take that seriously. 
That's why we have made suicide prevention 
funding available to communities so that they 
can do their own suicide prevention training 
and awareness. Awareness and training. So 
that's where we're going with the prevention 
piece. And to reiterate what I said earlier, if the 
Member knows that the policy is not being 
followed, I encourage her to bring that to my 
attention on a case-by-case basis so that we 
can figure out what the gaps are and how to 
address them. Thank you.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this is me standing in 
front of the Minister identifying a gap. These 
services are not being provided at the hospital. 
When people present at the hospital with 
suicide attempts, they are not given the 
supports that they need before they leave. 
Before they leave, they are asked if they are 
physically okay. They are put on a list to 
receive a call home from the community 
counsellor on the agenda of the -- or schedule 
of the community counsellor. They are not 
provided with an aftercare plan. They are not 
provided with a safety plan. They are not 
connected to the resources that Health and 
Social Services spends a lot of money making 
available to people, and they are not provided 
with a recipe for success.  

We are not using the second chances that we 
are being given by residents adequately, and 
I'm identifying this gap right now. So will the 
Minister provide immediate direction to Health 
and Social Services to fill this gap, please. 
Thank you.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you to the 

Member for her comments. I will take them 
into account.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary, Member for Kam Lake.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker. My next question was related to, 
hopefully, getting a yes to fill that gap.  

Will the Minister be willing to table a solution, 

then, that she comes up with her department 
in the House so that everybody knows what's 
expected of one another and what kind of 
service they can expect in dangerous 
situations. Thank you.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I've heard the 
comments of the Member, and I will take them 
into account. Thank you.  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 

questions. Member for Monfwi.  

ORAL QUESTION 1138-19(2): 
RCMP VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIGENOUS 

WOMEN 

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, last week the 
Minister of Justice shared that the RCMP has 
been tasked to focus on the MMIWG Calls for 
Justice and TRC Calls to Action.  

I want to ask the Minister, can the Minister 

share some of the specific action the RCMP 
will take to address the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls calls for police 
services as part of that renewal? Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Monfwi. Minister responsible for Justice.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. So as everyone knows, the RCMP is 
a contractor. They are separate. I'm not privy 
to all of the operational details, and I don't 
have them on hand. So because of that, I will 
have to get back to the Member with a written 
response. Thank you.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you. 
I'm aware they are federal jurisdiction but he is 
the Minister of Justice for our side.  

Will there be a specific practices or policies 
implemented in regard to prevent police 
brutality and other forms of violence against 
Indigenous women? Thank you.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. And, again, these are all very 
operational. I don't want to give partial 
answers. The Member's very good at soliciting 
information from Ministers through written 
questions and through these very complex oral 
questions. And so what I'm going to have to do 
is provide a written response once again. 
Thank you.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you. 
Can the Minister share some of the specific 
actions that the RCMP will take to address to 
develop a healthier relationship based on 
respect with Indigenous people? Thank you.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. Once again, 
Mr. Speaker, with a bit of head's up I might 
have been able to come up with some of these 
answers and get these very specific 
operational details from the RCMP. But I will 
have to get back to the Member. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary, Member for Monfwi.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Okay, as 

our representative.  

Are RCMP officers given cultural awareness 
and sensitivity training before they enter the 
communities? Thank you.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. That is part of the RCMP training. As 
well, G-division, the RCMP in the Northwest 
Territories, have requirements for new 
members to engage with the community once 
they become part of that community, to meet 
with elders, to participate in community events. 
And there's a number of other things that -- a 
number of other things that happen in the 
territory in response to the MMIWG and TRC 
that the department is the lead on, not 
necessarily the RCMP. The community safety 
officer pilot project, the -- there are community 
justice programs which we've had for a 
number of decades now, the community 
policing action plans, and the First Nation Inuit 
policing program, which emphasizes 
community policing as opposed to more 
traditional policing. So there are a number of 
things that are happening. And, you know, with 
the written responses that I'll be providing the 
Member, she will have all of the information 
that she requires. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 

questions. Member for Yellowknife North.  

ORAL QUESTION 1139-19(2): 
NATIONAL BUILDING CODE STANDARDS 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Right now across every jurisdiction in Canada 
a process is occurring where jurisdictions have 
gotten advance copies of National Building 
Code 2020, and many are reviewing and 
deciding whether they want to implement it, 
whether they want to make any exemptions. 
As I stated in my statement, many have 
already taken parts of it, such as the sections 
on mass timber, and implemented them.  

And my question for the Minister of MACA is 
whether we are doing any of this work, 
whether this is work that the GNWT does at 
all, or simply do we just go to the Fire 
Prevention Act regulations and change 2015 
to 2020 when that comes into force? Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Yellowknife North. Minister responsible for 
Municipal and Community Affairs.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the NWT is currently 
using the 2015 National Building Standards or 
the National Building Code. The code permits 
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construction of mass timber buildings up to six 
stories. The 2020 edition that the Member's 
talking about was released in March of 2022, 
and the fire marshal's office has up to two 
years, or until 2024, to adopt it. But I'm happy 
here to say it to this here in the House and for 
the people out there that the fire marshal's 
office will be adopting it in the first quarter of 
the 2023 fiscal year. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
That's news to me. I'm glad to hear that we will 
be adopting NBC 2020.  

I guess my understanding though, is we don't 
actually adopt it wholesale; we just adopt the 
small section of it that applies to fire 
prevention and then the fire marshal approves 
that. The rest of it is kind of left up to 
municipalities.  

Also in one of the exemptions that a number of 

jurisdictions are exploring is whether buildings 
of four to six stories need two stairwells. I 
know this is a highly technical exemption but a 
number of jurisdictions have said that if you 
get rid of the second stairwell requirement, you 
see the nature of cities change, you see more 
buildings built in a different style. I'm just 
wondering if this is something at all that we 
have considered? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the NBC 2015 requires 
at least two exits, and there must be arranged 
so that they are clear, visible, identifiable, and 
accessible.  

For public safety reasons, we cannot facilitate 

a single means of exit, the current 
adoption -- or adopted code, as well as the 
2020 code, requires two exits to ensure that at 
least one exit is available during emergency 
evacuation if one is blocked due to fire or 
smoke. I do not want to be the Minister that 
has only one exit and we have a fatality going 
out there. So we are going to follow the code 
as it is and follow the recommendations as it 
will have to. Thank you.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes, I guess this gets to kind of the heart of 
implementing building codes, as I can assure 
the Minister there are buildings all across this 
territory with one exit, and there are buildings 
all around this territory that don't meet the 
code because they were built a long time ago. 
And, you know, it's whether how we enforce 
those standards.  

One of the specific standards beyond the 

National Building Code I'd like is the Canadian 
Safety Association Standard B561, also very 
technical. But the Human Rights Commission 

has said that in order to prevent a building 
from a discrimination case for not being 
accessible, this is the standard that we should 
adopt. The territory should be designing 
buildings to be accessible for disability 
standards.  

I'm wondering if the department is looking into 
any work to be done so we could adopt that 
accessibility standard. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the standard's already 
in place in the NWT as referenced in the 
current adopted edition of the National 
Building Code 2015. Many additional changes 
are incorporated in the 2020 edition of the 
NBC to further improve the accessibility 
design. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary. Oral questions. Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

ORAL QUESTION 1140-19(2): 
FORT RESOLUTION HEALTH SERVICES 

MR. EDJERICON: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. I want 

to follow up my questions to the Minister of 
Health and Social Services concerning 
standards of care being offered in small 
communities.  

On May 31st, 2022, the Minister stated I had 

the opportunity to go to six different NWT 
communities, and you had a lot to say about 
healthcare and delivery to them.  

Can the Minister tell us which communities 
she visited, and what issues she heard from 
the residents? And Mr. Speaker, I don't need 
specifics, just a broad policy recommendation 
that represents the privacy of the healthcare 
clients. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Tu 

Nedhe-Wiilideh. Minister responsible for 
Health and Social Services.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. I was 

honoured, Mr. Speaker, to tour your 
communities - Fort McPherson, Tsiigehtchic, 
Aklavik.  

I attended a constituency meeting with my 
colleague from Inuvik Boot Lake. I went to the 
Fort Smith Medical Centre and met with 
regional wellness council. I went to Norman 
Wells, and I met with the regional wellness 
council there and toured the long-term care. 
And I met with the Yellowknife regional 
wellness council which includes a 
representative from Fort Resolution.  
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The issues were what I would define as case 

management, which means that people had 
specific concerns about their own interactions 
with the healthcare system. Thank you.  

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and thank Minister Green for your answer.  

The Minister has also said that the CEO of the 
Yellowknife Health and Social Services region 
has been to Fort Resolution a couple of times 
this month and has opened channels of 
communications with the leadership there.  

Can the Minister elaborate on the number of 
visits and if they had an opportunity to meet 
with the Chief Louis Balsillie and president 
Arthur Beck. Mahsi.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr. 

Chair. Mr. Chair, I'm going to need to get back 
to the Member with details of when those visits 
happened by the COO of the Yellowknife 
region to the community of Fort Resolution. I 
know they happened in May, but I can't be 
more specific than that.  

And I would also like to say that with respect to 
meeting Arthur Beck and Chief Balsillie, I 
haven't met Chief Balsillie. I have met Arthur 
Beck at various bilaterals that we've had. 
Thank you.  

MR. EDJERICON: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker, and 
mahsi to Minister Julie Green for your answer. 
Can the Minister tell us what she means by 
stating the communication channels have 
been established with Fort Resolution 
leadership. Does this mean that a plan to 
address the needs of community is in 
development? Mahsi.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. I found 
in my notes here that the chief operating 
officer was there May 2nd to the 5th. She met 
with community members, the mayor, the staff 
at the health centre, to look at ways that 
communication could be improved within the 
community and between the community and 
the health and social services authority.  

The service levels are a concern. I've 

mentioned this previously. We're very short of 
nurses, and that applies to Fort Resolution as 
it does to other places. Finding staff is done on 
a system-wide basis. So we don't have a plan 
that single out particular communities. We 
need to provide healthcare across the NWT. 
So everyone is considered at the same time.  

I am pleased to hear that the community has 

taken advantage of the community suicide 
prevention agreement in the last fiscal year 
and received $41,000 to bring about that 
service, and that the Chief has been holding a 

six-week wellness camp and follow-up work 
shops. That's great. And I really appreciate 
communities applying for the community funds 
that we have available so that they can 
provide service directly to their residents 
according to their own needs and values. 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary, Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Can the Minister reassure this House that the 
health centres and personnel and RCMP 
Members in Fort Resolution and Lutselk'e, and 
other small communities, establish a 
meaningful and clear protocol process to 
understand their powers and responsibilities in 
the case of emergencies for the enforcement 
under the Mental Health Act. The community 
members and leadership should know exactly 
what to do and to whom to call for help in the 
case of emergency to enforce the Mental 
Health Act. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. Mr. 

Speaker, it's my understanding that there is a 
nurse on call, and so I would suggest that the 
first call be to the health centre. 9-1-1 is 
available throughout the NWT as an 
emergency service that can provide links to 
other emergency services. I think the RCMP 
are 24/7 as well. 

So I think, if I understand the Member 

correctly, the services that he's referencing are 
available 24/7, and I would suggest that 
Members call their local service first, service 
providers before, trying 9-1-1. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 

questions. Member for Hay River South.  

ORAL QUESTION 1141-19(2): 

STANDARD OFFER OF AGREEMENT 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, can the Minister of 
MACA confirm when we can expect to see 
SOAs for accommodations in Hay River? 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay 
River South. Minister responsible for MACA.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the RFP for 
apartments, hotels, and B and Bs was just 
done on Monday. We're working procurement, 
and we're trying to work as fast as we can to 
try and get that standard offer out there for 
accommodations. As soon as we get it, we will 
make sure that Members are aware of it as 
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well as the contractors who have submitted to 
the bid. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, earlier in the week the 
Minister said we'd be seeing the standard list 
of values of items that'll be available for those 
that had damage.  

Can the Minister confirm when that standard 
list will be available? Thank you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier that we 
were working on this and it's just getting 
finalized with the deputy minister who will be 
sending it to our office. And once that is done, 
within probably 24 hours, we'll have that 
information out to the pathfinders, the MLAs 
that are affected which is, you know, Deh Cho, 
Hay River North, Hay River South. So we will 
make sure that they have that information to 
them as well as the pathfinders as well as the 
insurance companies that we have had reach 
out to us. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I requested a flowchart 
outlining the DAP process from the Minister. 
Can the Minister confirm that that flowchart is 
being worked on and when it might be 
available? Thank you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. It's actually convenient that the 
Member asked this question. We're just 
actually sending him a response to his email to 
us. So we are just finalizing it. We're working 
on that flowchart. We are going to have it up 
next week, early next week on there, but we 
will also make sure -- like I said, we'll make 
sure that Members from Deh Cho, Hay River 
North, Hay River South, as well as the 
insurance companies, have that information as 
well as the town and K'atlodeeche First Nation 
administration staff. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 

supplementary, Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. And the idea of that flowchart came 
from one of my constituents as well. It wasn't 
my idea.  

Mr. Speaker, I would ask the Minister if he'd 
have time to visit Hay River with his staff to 
answer some of the questions that residents 
may have with respect to the DAP process 
and accommodations and mitigation. Thank 
you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I'm more than willing to 
work with the Member on this, as well as the 

Member from the Deh Cho. Right now our 
schedule is getting really, really busy, but this 
is an important thing, and I'm hoping that I can 
do it middle of next week starting Wednesday. 
I think that's where my schedule allows me to 
get in there. So, yes, I will be making that 
commitment to work with the Member to get in 
there you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Oral 

questions. Member for Frame Lake.  

ORAL QUESTION 1142-19(2): 

REGIONAL ASSESSMENT OF THE ARCTIC 
CORRIDOR 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 

My questions are for the Minister of the 
Environment and Natural Resources.  

The Tlicho government asked for a regional 
study covering the Slave Geological Province 
almost exactly a year ago. The June 7th, 
2021, letter for the Tlicho government stated, 
"we need an independent assessment of 
options, impacts, and benefits before 
permanent infrastructure is built and there's 
only one chance to get it right.  

So the regional study seems to have been put 
on hold during the recent federal election.  

Can the Minister give us an update on the 
status of the proposed regional study? Mahsi, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Frame Lake. Minister responsible for ENR.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I'm going to probably 
just -- it's not going to be a perfect answer. So 
basically, and as in depth as the Member may 
want. So right now working on a potential 
regional strategy assessment in the Slave 
Geological Province is being led by the Crown 
Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 
Canada. Regional studies are a federal 
responsibility under the MVRMA, CIRNAC, 
and the Mackenzie Valley Environmental 
Impact Review Board are planning to hold a 
workshop later this month with Indigenous 
governments, resource management supports, 
on the regional strategic environmental 
assessments. The GNWT will attempt -- will be 
attending this workshop, and details which are 
still being developed. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 
I want to thank the Minister for that. Of course, 
perfect is the enemy of good.  

But, you know, I understand that the final 
decision, of course, is going to be made by a 
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federal minister but clearly there's a lot at 
stake for us, and I know that the federal 
minister has consulted with our government. I 
just want to know what our government is 
saying back.  

So can the Minister tell us whether GNWT 

intends to engage Indigenous governments, 
the public, and even Regular MLAs with 
regard to our position on this regional -- this 
proposed regional study. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, sometimes people say 
perfect is the enemy of good. Well, if we do 
good, then we get criticized for not being 
perfect. So we need to do the job right. So I 
just want to make that very clear.  

The federal government has agreed to hold 
primary discussions with Indigenous 
governments, the GNWT, the Government of 
Nunavut, and boards. The GNWT will actively 
participate in this engagement. The GNWT 
has not developed a position on a regional 
assessment. I need to stress we have not 
come up with a position.  

The GNWT will first be participating in 
engagements led by the federal government. 
Following this when more information is 
known, MLAs will be consulted on a potential 
GNWT position.  

I need to really stress we will reach out to all 
our MLAs, whether it's on Cabinet or AOC, to 
come with a position.  

As I committed last year, I will share additional 
information with MLAs when it becomes 
available. So we'll make that commitment. I 
did it last year. I'll make the commitment again 
here. We will make that commitment to make 
sure we share that information. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 
I want to thank the Minister for that.  

I don't know how you actively participate in 

something if you don't have the position. But 
I'm going to leave it to the Minister.  

You know, the most important resource in this 
area of the proposed regional study is the 
Bathurst caribou herd, which doesn't pay any 
attention to boundaries.  

So can the Minister explain whether our 

government is taking a position on the 
geographic scope of this proposed regional 
study and the need for a transboundary 
approach? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as a government, as a 
Minister, I make a decision based on 
information provided to me. I should not make 
a decision based on what could be or can't be.  

So, Mr. Speaker, the GNWT, again, has not 

developed a position on a regional 
assessment. The GNWT will not take a formal 
position until there is more information and 
engagement has occurred with Indigenous 
governments, Nunavut, regulatory bodies, as 
well as MLAs. Any GNWT position will take 
into account the views of all parties and 
stakeholders as well as the GNWT legal 
obligations, mandated items, and priorities. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final 
supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 

I want to thank the Minister for that. But clearly 
our government should be in a position now to 
stand on its hind legs and actually say 
something about the importance of caribou, 
the importance of this region for our 
communities. But I guess we have to wait and 
be told this.  

So I'm giving my feedback to the Minister now. 
It's become best practice with an 
environmental assessment to ensure that 
there's participant funding for Indigenous 
governments and the public and to provide for 
a level playing field during these kinds of 
things.  

So can the Minister tell us what the position of 

this government is with regard to the funding 
of a regional study and, more particularly, 
participant funding? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Well, Mr. 
Speaker, first of all, caribou are very important, 
and I don't need anybody to tell me that. I live 
it. My family lives it. Indigenous governments 
live it.  

I've been talking with Indigenous leadership. 
We are going to Nunavut this month to talk 
about caribou.  

So I thank the Member for that. But caribou 
are very important.  

To answer his question, the GNWT expects 
that any regional assessments would include 
opportunity for meaningful Indigenous and 
public participation. The GNWT support 
federal participation funding for our regional 
strategic environmental assessment if one is 
held. The funding for the RSEA, includes 
participation funding, would be a federal 
responsibility, and we will make sure that we 
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tell the federal government to make sure we 
put that funding forward. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Colleagues, our time for oral questions has 
expired.  

Written questions. Returns to written 
questions. Replies to the Commissioner's 
address. Petitions. Reports of committees on 
the review of bills. Reports of standing and 
special committees. Tabling of documents. 
Honourable Premier.  

Tabling of Documents 

TABLED DOCUMENT 668-19(2): 
EMERGING STRONGER: PLANNING THE 

NWT’S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY TOGETHER JUNE 2022 

UPDATE 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to table the following document, 
Emerging Stronger: Planning the Northwest 
Territories's Social and Economic Recovery 
Together, June 2022 Update. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable 

Premier. Tabling of documents. Minister 
responsible for Environment and Natural 
Resources.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 669-19(2): 
ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS ACT ANNUAL 

REPORT 2021-2022 

TABLED DOCUMENT 670-19(2): 
POLICY 53.05 ENVIRONMENT AND 

NATURAL RESOURCES STATEMENTOF 
ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES 

TABLED DOCUMENT 671-19(2): 
WHAT WE HEARD: STATEMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES MARCH 2022 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the 
following three documents, Environmental 
Rights Act Annual Report 2021-2022; Policy 
53.05 Environment and Natural Resources 
Statement of Environmental Values; and, 
What We Heard: Statement of Environmental 
Values, March 2022. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling 
of documents. Minister responsible for Health 
and Social Services.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 672-19(2): 

FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL 
QUESTION 1041-19(2): STUDENT ACCESS 

TO SUPPORT SERVICES 

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the 
following document, Follow-up Letter for Oral 
Question 1041-19(2): Student Access to 
Support Services. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Tabling 
of documents. Notices of motion. Motions. 
Member for Kam Lake.  

Motions 

MOTION 56-19(2): 
REAPPOINTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMISSION MEMBER, 
CARRIED 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, 

WHEREAS Section 16.(2) of the Human 

Rights Act provide that the Northwest 
Territories Human Rights Commission is 
composed of such members, between three 
and five in number, as may be appointed by 
the Commissioner on the recommendation of 
the Legislative Assembly;  

AND WHEREAS the Human Rights 

Commission currently only has three 
Members;  

NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, seconded by the 

honourable Member for Inuvik Boot Lake, that 
the Legislative Assembly recommend the 
reappointment of the following individual to the 
Northwest Territories Human Rights 
Commission: Ms. Gail Cyr of the City of 
Yellowknife for a term of four years.  

AND FURTHER, that the Speaker be 
authorized to communicate the effective date 
of this appointment to the Commissioner.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Kam 
Lake. The motion is in order. To the motion?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. 
Members, pursuant to Rule 10.3(1), a 
recorded vote is required. The clerk shall call 
on each Member by riding name to cast their 
vote starting with the mover, those 
participating remotely and those participating 
in the Chamber in order of their seats. When 
the clerk calls on you, please state whether 
you are for, against, or abstaining. Mr. Clerk.  
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RECORDED VOTE 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Kam Lake.  

MS. CLEVELAND: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member has indicated that he is in favour of 
the motion.  

The Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Monfwi.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Nahendeh.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Yellowknife South.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Sahtu.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Sahtu.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Range Lake.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Inuvik Boot Lake.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Yellowknife Centre.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Hay River North.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.  

MS. SEMMLER: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Deh Cho.  

MR. BONNETROUGE: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: For.  

MR. SPEAKER: The results of the recorded 
vote: 15 in favour, zero opposed, zero 
abstentions. The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Motions. Member for Monfwi.  

MOTION 57-19(2): 
HOUSING NWT TRANSFERS TO LONG-

TERM TENANTS, 
CARRIED 

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I want to say thank 
you for giving me the opportunity to introduce 
the motion to support the transfer of housing 
units to long-term residents.  

Mr. Speaker, in NWT, we are in a housing 
crisis. As you know, Housing NWT are the 
majority of -- provides the majority of housing. 
They are the only landlords in most 
communities. Mr. Speaker --  

MR. SPEAKER: Member for Monfwi, sorry, 

you have to read your motion first. Okay, 
please read your motion.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Okay, next 
time I'll (audio) to ten. Sorry about that. Okay, 
well, I'm still going to say -- thank you. Okay, 
now we're okay, we're good to go? Okay, well, 
got to be serious now. Okay.  

Housing NWT transfer to long-term tenants.  

Mr. Speaker, 

WHEREAS, the Priorities of the 19th 

Legislative Assembly directs Cabinet to 
increase the number of affordable homes and 
reduce core housing needs;. 

AND WHEREAS, the 2019 mandate of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
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further directs Housing NWT to transition 100 
individuals and/or families to homeownership; 

AND WHEREAS, Housing NWT provides 
housing throughout the territory and is the 
primary provider of housing in the small 
communities; 

AND WHEREAS, pathways to homeownership 
remains difficult due to barriers and 
challenges, including income thresholds, for 
many residents in the smaller communities; 

AND WHEREAS, many residents have been 

long-term tenants in Housing NWT units, have 
raised their families in these units, and 
developed strong connections to these units 
as their family homes; 

AND WHEREAS, Housing NWT has many 

unused and vacant housing units, some of 
which are in need of repair, throughout the 
territory; 

AND WHEREAS, declining Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation funding will continue 
to pressure the Government of the Northwest 
Territories in terms of being able to maintain 
and repair the current stock of housing units; 

NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes, 
that this Legislative Assembly calls upon 
Housing NWT to increase efforts to transfer 
ownership of Housing NWT units to long-term 
tenants, who have lived in their existing units 
for 20 years or more, and are willing to 
assume ownership of their family home for a 
nominal fee;. 

AND FURTHER, that Housing NWT will work 

with municipal and Indigenous governments to 
ensure land leases or fee simple title for their 
units remains affordable when transferred from 
Housing NWT to the current tenants; 

AND FURTHERMORE, that Housing NWT 

increase efforts to transfer unused and vacant 
units to interested residents in the 
communities throughout the territory; 

AND FURTHERMORE, that efforts supporting 
the transfer of unused and vacant units as well 
as units of long-term tenants commence 
immediately by Housing NWT; 

AND FURTHERMORE, that the Government 

of the Northwest Territories provide a 
comprehensive response to this motion within 
120 days. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Monfwi. The motion is in order. To the motion? 
Member for Great Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Jane has to go first.  

MR. SPEAKER: Sorry, we're supposed to go 
to the mover. Member for Monfwi.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Okay, thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to introduce a 
motion to support the transfer of housing units 
to long-term residents. And you are aware, 
and we are all aware, that in NWT, we are in 
housing crisis. This will definitely help improve 
the lives of many of our small community 
members.  

Mr. Speaker, you know that in small 

community, Housing NWT provides the 
majority of housing available to people living in 
small and remote communities. And like I said, 
like we said in the motion, that many of these 
people have been living in these units, in the 
same public units, for more than 20 years. And 
a lot of them, they raised their children in these 
units. And many of these family wanted to be 
homeowners but due to the ever variety of 
barriers that is in place, they are unable to 
maintain those units, or they are not qualified 
for the programs to be homeowners. And 
many of these families, they have strong 
attachment to their homes and location where 
the house is at. And they are willing to 
assume -- they are ready and willing to 
assume the responsibility, all the responsibility 
of a homeownership, including the repairs and 
maintenance.  

I note that many of these people living 
in -- who have lived in those units for many, 
many, many years love their house, and I 
know that they will take pride in owning a 
home. And this will help a lot of people, Mr. 
Speaker.  

This will help with the housing programs. We 

know that there is no housing -- housing 
market in small communities, and this will 
definitely help many of the small community 
members.  

Mr. Speaker, a couple times I heard the 

Minister responsible for Housing NWT say, "I 
do not want to set up people to fail."  

Mr. Speaker, I want to say Indigenous people 
have been here since time in memorial. We 
survived, and we are still here. I am not sure 
how she is going to set up the people to fail, 
especially people in small communities. I can 
tell you that Indigenous people are resilient.  
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Mr. Speaker, at this time, at this moment, I 

know that -- what I'm going to say is that the 
NWT Housing, or Housing NWT, failed the 
people in many of the small communities when 
they first introduced a mortgage program, 
independent housing program. Some of them 
are over 20 years old.  

When they introduced these programs in the 
community, they were aware there was lack of 
employment in small communities, in many of 
the small communities, and people did not 
understand the agreement that they were 
signing without an appropriate interpreters.  

But this is another matter too, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to say that I have a 
beautiful message, a picture in my office with a 
message that says having a place to go is 
home. Having someone to love is a family. 
And having both of these is a blessing. And we 
have remember who are we advocating for.  

When I see that message, that is a reminder 

for me that I am advocating for a lot of people 
in Northwest Territories, not just my riding but 
for the people in the Northwest Territories. So 
with this in mind, this is the reason why that I 
brought this motion forward. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Monfwi. The motion is in order. To the motion. 
Member for Great Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: You're the seconder.  

MS. SEMMLER: Mr. Speaker, I too support 
this motion. You know, when -- it is a priority of 
our Assembly. I know the Minister has stated 
that they will -- they're going to put a hundred 
homes on the ground, you know, and I think 
there was some -- in our mandate, there's, you 
know, transferring of homes to our residents 
within that stock. At this time I guess, you 
know, where we are in that, I don't know. 
That's something I guess that we can -- we'll 
get back from the Minister.  

Mr. Speaker, I also know in my community, 

when Inuvik was built, it was built in half. You 
had half of the community that was built for the 
federal employees that had all running water. 
And then you had my riding, the other half, 
which we had 5, 12s and pump out, and no 
running water. My constituency is the 
largest -- the residents in my -- like, in my 
constituency are where Inuvik Housing 
Authority has the greatest amount of housing 
units.  

Growing up in that community, I too, like my 
colleague, know of many families who have 
raised their children, their grandchildren, you 
know, and now some of them even have great 

grandchildren raised in those same housing 
units. They have paid for these houses in 
threefold, you know.  

So, you know, when the Member decided to 

bring this motion forward, you know, to 
push -- to make sure that this is hurried up in 
this government, one of the things that really 
struck me was how many of our residents 
have already paid for these homes.  

You know, we talk about how we can only -- in 
the Northwest Territories, Housing Corporation 
can only have so many units that we can 
operate. So where are we and how are we 
doing this, that we asking our residents do 
they want to own this home, do they want to 
take this home over, you know. I've never 
heard of that going on in my community. I've 
heard of people, you know, raising their 
families, then their children grow up and then 
like some of the other colleagues is then 
they're moved. Then they're moved into a 
smaller unit where they -- the 
multigenerational way of life for most 
aboriginal people, we can't bring our kids back 
home. We don't have room to bring our 
grandchildren into our home now.  

So this is a way of when we talk about 
multigenerational homes, some of these 
bigger units in my community were built in the 
60s, in the 70s, you know. And I know Housing 
has kept upkeep in a lot of these units.  

And that's the other thing too, is when we're 

transferring these homes we need to make 
sure that they're taken care of and they're 
transferred in a condition that the homeowner 
is not having to pay for many upgrades or 
needs before doing this.  

But as I said, I really support this motion. I 
know even our Premier has said when she 
bought her first home, the pride that she felt of 
owning that home. Even though it wasn't the 
biggest home, it was her home. So, you know, 
this goes a long way for people to have that 
sense of worth and this is -- that sense of pride 
that this is my home.  

You know, we've always heard of many of our 
Aboriginal leaders talk about how in the past 
the federal government promised people to 
come off the land, and we'll give you a house. 
Well, we gave you housing and then we kick 
you out when your family gets smaller or you 
get too old and you move them around. Like 
the Member from Monfwi has stated, this is 
their home and then they're moved 
somewhere else, you know. And so that 
sense, you know, that loss of the home. So 
especially in the small communities when 
there's not a lot of housing to go around.  
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So I just want to give my support, and that's 

why I second this motion, so that we can hurry 
up with our plan to do this work and that we 
get it done in the life of this government. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Inuvik Twin Lakes. The motion is in order. To 
the motion? Member for Great Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you. You're sure it's 

my turn now, right? I don't think that I can 
speak as eloquently as my colleagues have 
about this considering the impacts that they 
see in their home communities and 
constituencies. However, I want to echo what 
my colleague for Inuvik Twin Lakes said was 
that one of the first most proud -- or things that 
I'm the most proud is when I was able to 
purchase my home. For me, my home is my 
safe place. It's my sanctuary. It's the one place 
where I can go and be vulnerable and feel at 
ease 100 percent. So for me, it was important 
that I stand up and support this initiative, 
especially as I learn more through my work on 
the Standing Committee for Social 
Development about the housing issues in the 
North and the restrictions around getting 
people into homes and homeownership. It's 
much more complex than I ever realized prior 
to taking this job. The fact of there's no 
housing market. There's not tax-based 
communities. All of that leads to complexity.  

One thing that I keep getting struck by is that if 

we are going to move people out of homes like 
this, for example when they don't pay a 
mortgage they've had for 20 years, we are 
only now then responsible for finding them 
housing elsewhere as they become homeless. 
So as an engineer, I like things to be efficient. 
So to me, just, you know, transferring this 
ownership over to the people that have been 
living there will reduce a large administrative 
burden and free up resources within the 
housing department and the housing 
authorities in order to focus on other areas. So 
to me that is just logical that we then transfer 
these homes to the people that have been 
living in them.  

And not only that, as having been a renter and 
a homeowner, I definitely care a lot more 
about what I do in my own home than I did as 
a renter. So once we do move people away 
from the idea that this is not their home and 
they're just being, you know, given something 
or they're temporarily occupying space at the 
GNWT's will, they will then take a greater pride 
in that ownership of that home. And that home 
will be better maintained. They will feel like 
they're creating a legacy that they can pass on 
to their children, and as well, I've been really 

struck by dealing with a particular woman who 
is homeless right now.  

She cannot bring her grandchildren to her 
community and host them in her house. And 
so she feels she's seeing a disconnect now of 
the grandchildren from her culture because 
she's not able to bring them in and teach them 
her lessons, and it is really very much 
impacting her sobriety as well.  

So I -- longwinded, more than I thought I would 
be, but I just wanted to say I very strongly 
support my colleague, and I thank all of them 
for informing me on this issue. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Great 
Slave. The motion is in order. To the motion? 
Member for Deh Cho.  

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. I 
support this motion. Housing NWT needs to 
find an equitable solution and engagement 
with the people who have been in a housing 
unit all their lives. Many, if not all of these 
people, have grown up in the units either with 
their mom and dad, brothers and sisters, or 
other family members. It becomes very hard 
for these people to give up such units as they 
have become emotionally attached.  

We need to be mindful of the past promises of 
the NWT Housing Corporation to the people. 
And they've told them that all they need to do 
in the past was to pay $5 a month for one 
year, then the houses would be turned over to 
them for ownership. Many elders have stated 
this over and over and over again. Mr. 
Speaker, it is time to honour these promises. 
Mahsi.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Deh 

Cho. The motion is in order. To the motion. 
Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
just want to rise in support of this motion. And I 
think the motion arises in cases, especially the 
long-term ones, but I believe actually that 
Cabinet is in support of this motion, and I 
would encourage them to review whether they 
could actually vote in favour.  

I believe the housing authority has a number 

of policies which allow people to transfer units. 
I think there has just been a lot of frustration 
with Members not seeing this mandate 
commitment filled quick enough. And a lot of 
the eligibility criteria for the multiyear 
forgivable loans are sometimes not being met, 
and there's people who feel that the Housing 
Corp -- sorry, NWT Housing -- I will work on 
getting the right name -- are being a little too 
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bureaucratic in how this process goes out, 
works.  

But ultimately, I believe that it should be a 
shared priority of this government to 
encourage homeownership, and anyone who 
lives in a public housing tenant unit and, you 
know, it's clear that they want their unit, let's 
work with them.  

I think we could probably be a little bit more 

expansive in the current policies and make 
sure that they are working for the reality on the 
ground in many of our communities.  

So I just thank Members for bringing this 
forward, and I think we got to push our Cabinet 
colleagues to move this along a little quicker. 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Yellowknife North. The motion is in order. To 
the motion. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. 
I want to thank the mover and the seconder of 
this motion for the work that they've put into it.  

You know, Mr. Speaker, I've had the 
opportunity or privilege to visit many of the 
smaller communities here in the Northwest 
Territories in this job, previous jobs I've had. 
And, you know, I've spoken to many people 
about the pride that they have in owning their 
own homes. And people have seen that the 
HAP units that, you know, that are 
still -- they're in many of those communities. 
Unfortunately, we don't do that program 
anymore. I think it was a great program and 
something we should probably bring back. But 
the pride that people have when they own their 
own homes will make a huge difference. And I 
think that's what this motion is really aimed at; 
you know, trying to find some new and 
innovative approaches to encouraging 
homeownership.  

So, again, I want to thank the mover 
particularly for pushing this, and I know that 
the Standing Committee on Social 
Development is looking at this issue as well. 
And I sense that housing is a much higher 
priority in this Assembly than the last one. We 
just want to get our Cabinet colleagues fully on 
board so that when they go to Ottawa, the first 
thing that they start to talk about is housing.  

But this is some work that we can do 
ourselves to help people in many of our small 
communities. I strongly support the motion, 
and I encourage all MLAs to do the same. 
Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 

Frame Lake. The motion is in order. To the 
motion? Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

too will be supporting this motion. The 
compassion that was shown in this room by 
the presenter and the seconder is felt by all of 
us I'm sure.  

I just want to make sure that there is no 

barriers with the ownership. Things are done 
with oversight, things are done in a neutral 
basis and, you know, because many times 
when we say we're going to do something 
great and wonderful, we don't want no 
thresholds for sure. And, you know, we have 
to really think about how important this is and 
how important it is for the people that are 
going to receive these homes and then how 
happy they're going to be.  

And I agree with the MLA, which I don't agree 
with very often, that the HAP houses 
were -- the HAP housing program was an 
incredible program. I grew up under that 
program, and many of us did. And it gave a lot 
of pride to people who had to build their own 
houses, you know.  

And with that I want to say -- I want to thank 
the MLA from Monfwi for expressing 
such -- you could tell that it's from the heart. 
And when you do something from the heart, 
you know, nothing else matters. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Thebacha. The motion is in order. To the 
motion. Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. And I'd like to thank the mover and 
seconder of the motion as well. Housing is 
very important to everybody in the territories, 
and homeownership is just that much more 
important.  

This government, though, has to stop 

perpetuating the myth that Indigenous people 
cannot manage homeownership. It is a 
common theme, though, beyond 
homeownership and it has to stop, and it has 
to stop here. And in saying that, I support the 
motion fully. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Hay 

River South. The motion is in order. To the 
motion. Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 

too support this motion. It's been a while since 
1991 when the HAP program was cancelled 
by CMHC through the GNWT. And since then, 
though, the housing programs in the 
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communities changed over the years and the 
policies that was created along the way was 
written by southern people that was designed. 
But here in the North, in these communities, 
you know, employment is a big factor and 
that's why this program didn't really work. So I 
think it's something that if we were going to 
come up with kind of a design now for 
housing, it has to be community-based, 
community-driven, and policies created 
working with Indigenous governments in the 
future. So I would like to thank the mover and 
seconder to this motion, and I do support this 
motion. Mahsi.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh. The motion is in order. To the 
motion. Minister responsible for Housing NWT.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. And I appreciate the time and effort 
that it has taken to bring this motion forward. 
I'm actually quite excited, and I look forward to 
the response. And I appreciate the time to 
enforce and try to look at changes that we can 
do within this government. Mahsi. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The 

motion is in order. To the motion. I will allow 
the mover to do closing remarks.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Yes, thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you for all the 
support to my colleagues here and to the 
Ministers and to the Speaker. I know that 
there's lot of people that wants to be a 
homeowner. And a lot of them, they love their 
houses. And some of theme -- because, like, 
there are some people that I know who lived in 
the unit for over 20 years and when the aging 
parents pass on, they become homeless. And 
this will really avoid homelessness, some 
homelessness in communities. And it's really 
going to be -- it's going to help improve the 
lives of many community members that are 
living in the regions. And hopefully this will 
have the people living, staying in the 
community. Because of the lack of housing, 
people move to larger centre.  

So I want to say thank you to my colleague, to 

everybody, to the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly for supporting this motion. Thank 
you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for 
Monfwi. The motion is in order. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. 

Colleagues, pursuant to Rule 10.3(1), a 
recorded vote is required. The clerk shall call 

on each Member by riding name to cast their 
vote starting with the mover, those 
participating remotely and those participating 
in the Chamber in the order of their seats. 
When the clerk calls on you, please state 
whether you are for, against, or abstaining.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Monfwi.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member has indicated he is in favour of the 
motion.  

The Member for Great Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Nahendeh.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Yellowknife South.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Sahtu.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Range Lake.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Inuvik Boot Lake.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Yellowknife Centre.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Hay River North.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Abstain.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Inuvik Twin Lakes.  

MS. SEMMLER: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Deh Cho.  
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MR. BONNETROUGE: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: In favour.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 
Member for Kam Lake.  

MS. CLEVELAND: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: For.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: In favour.  

MR. SPEAKER: The results of the recorded 
vote: Ten in favour, zero opposed, seven 
abstentions. The motion is carried.  

---Carried. 

Motions. Notices of motion for the first reading 

of bills. First reading of bills. Second reading of 
bills. Consideration in Committee of the Whole 
of bills and other matters, Bill 23, 29, and 40, 
Committee Report 30-19(2), Committee 
Report 31-19(2), Tabled Document 567-19(2), 
and Tabled Document 658-19(2), with Member 
for Inuvik Twin Lakes in the chair. 

---SHORT RECESS 

Consideration in Committee of the 
Whole of Bills and Other Matters 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): I now call 
Committee of the Whole to order. What is the 
wish of committee? Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame le President. 
Committee wishes to consider Tabled 
Document 658-19(2), Tabled Document 
657-19(2), and Bill 40. Mahsi.  

CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Committee, we 

will take a short recess and resume with the 
first item.  

---SHORT RECESS 

TABLED DOCUMENT 658-19(2): 
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 

(OPERATIONS EXPENDITURES), NO. 1, 
2022-2023 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Committee, 

we have agreed to consider Tabled Document 
658-19(2), Supplementary Estimates 
(Operations Expenditures), No. 1, 2022-2023 
to finish it up, and I'll ask the Minister if she 
has witnesses.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: I do, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Sergeant-at-Arms, please escort the witnesses 
to the Chamber.  

Welcome. I'll just get you -- Minister, can you 
introduce your witnesses, please.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Madam Chair, on my left is the 
deputy minister of finance, Bill MacKay, and 
on my right is Terence Courtoreille, deputy 
secretary to the financial management board.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Welcome. 

So we will continue on page 15 of the 
operations expenditures tabled document.  

Municipal and Community Affairs, public 
safety, not previously authorized, $14,762,000. 
Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Municipal and Community Affairs, school of 
community governance, not previously 
authorized, negative $90,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Municipal and Community Affairs, sports, 
recreation, and youth, not previously 
authorized, negative $10,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Thank you, committee. Municipal and 
Community Affairs, total department, operation 
expenditures, not previously authorized, 
$14,650,000. Does the committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Committee, do you agree that you have 
concluded consideration of Tabled Document 
658-19(2) Supplementary Estimates 
(Operations Expenditures), No. 1, 2022-2023?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Frame Lake.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 243-19(2): 
CONCURRENCE MOTION – TABLED 

DOCUMENT 658-19(2): SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES (OPERATIONS 

EXPENDITURES), NO.1, 2022-2023, 
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente. 

I move that consideration of Tabled Document 
658-19(2) Supplementary Estimates 
(Operations Expenditures), No. 1, 2022-2023 
be now concluded, and that Tabled Document 
658-19(2) be reported and recommended as 
ready for further consideration in formal 
session through the form of an appropriation 
bill. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): The motion 
is in order. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Question 

has been called. All those in favour? All those 
opposed? All those abstaining? Motion is 
carried.  

---Carried 

Thank you, committee, we have concluded 

consideration of Tabled Document 658-19(2), 
Supplementary Estimates (Operations 
Expenditures), No. 1, 2022-2023.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 657-19(2): 
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 

(INFRASTRUTURE EXPENDITURES), NO. 1, 
2022-2023 

Committee, we've agreed to consider Tabled 

Document 657-19(2), Supplementary 
Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 1, 
2022-2023. Does the Minister of Finance have 
any opening remarks?  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Yes, I am here to present 
Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure 
Expenditures), No. 1, 2022-2023. This 
supplementary  estimates document proposes 
a total increase of $83.6 million, comprised of 
the following items:  

·$64.7 million for infrastructure expenditures 
funding for projects that were not completed in 
2021-2022. This amount is fully offset by 
lapses in appropriations in 2021-2022; 

• $9.9 million to support priority health 
information systems. This amount is fully 
offset by revenues received from the 

federal government and other funding 
partners; 

• $5.3 million to support the Redknife River 
Bridge replacement project; 

• $2.3 million to support increased costs 
related to the Hay River Fish Processing 
Plant; and. 

• $1.3 million to support the acquisition and 
setup of a new child and family services 
program space in Fort Smith and Fort 
Providence. This funding is offset by a 
reduction in operations expenditures.  

That concludes my opening remarks, Madam 

Chair. I would be happy to answer any 
questions Members may have.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Minister. I'll now open the floor to general 
comments. Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. I 
heard the Minister of Finance say that quite a 
bit of the carryover was offset by the total 
amount lapsed. Can I just get how much 
money this sup is lapsing? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister responsible for Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Madam Chair, it should be 
$64,740,000 I believe, Madam Chair. Let me 
just confirm that -- or actually, I'll just ask the 
deputy minister if he has the page open in 
front of him.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Deputy minister MacKay.  

MR. MacKAY: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Lapsed appropriations for 2021-2022 are 
$11,107,000.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Okay, I have a different number of what the 
total lapsed is. And so perhaps I can just get 
someone to help me understand why you can 
come to different numbers of what the lapsed 
funding is and perhaps a bit of an explanation 
of carryover funding. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. We have the right page out now 
but let me, if I may, I'll ask Mr. Courtoreille to 
answer it, since he has that page.  
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CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Mr. Courtoreille. 

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. So the total amount of lapsed funding is 
broken down into two components.  

Under the tangible capital asset category, 

there's approximately $115 million which is 
being lapsed. And then under infrastructure 
contributions and deferred maintenance, the 
previous number quoted by the deputy of 
$11,107,000. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Madam 

Chair. So I'm just going to say $125 million. 
About $125 million in lapsed funding which, 
my understanding, carryovers mean, you 
know, if something got delayed and we just 
have put it into the next -- another fiscal year, 
a future fiscal year, but we're still planning this 
spending whereas a lapse means it's no 
longer approved by the Cabinet or the 
legislature and so it may never come back, or 
it would have to rego through the process.  

One of the problems I have is that when you 
look at what's actually tabled, it's not really 
clear and you're not really able to figure out 
when something's lapsing because if it's 
lapsing, you're not reasking the legislature. It 
just kind of disappears. So it's not clear by the 
tabled documents to figure out what exactly is 
lapsing. So I was hoping the Minister could 
give us a bit of a rundown of what makes up 
that $125 million that we are no longer 
spending on capital. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. So if I'm understanding 
correctly, just the idea of trying to show the 
lapsing rather than showing only the 
carryovers and in a different manner, or. I'm 
not entirely sure, Madam Chair, I apologize as 
to how to solve this problem for the Member.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. I 

guess I'm just hoping the Minister can tell me 
what is lapsing. 

I note as we go through department by 
department, lapsed money doesn't really show 
up so I can't ask what's lapsing there 
individually. You know, it kind of just 
disappears. If we could have a breakdown of 
what's lapsing, thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, may I direct that 
to Mr. Courtoreille, please.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Mr. Courtoreille.  

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. So in the briefing material provided to 
Members, there is a series of tables, which 
was broken out by project and by department. 
And in those tables, Members will see a 
difference between the free balance that's left 
over in a project and the amount that is being 
recommended for carryover. The difference 
between those two columns would be the 
amount lapsed by project. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chair. This was one of my continued 
frustrations with how we do this, is all of the 
briefing materials we are provided are not 
public so I actually am not allowed to refer to 
them or speak to them. Would we be able to 
make that table, which shows the difference of 
carryover versus cash flow, public? Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Member. Minister.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, let me take that 
one away. I will say we have changed the way 
we report on materials and information over 
the last few years, and I will go and have some 
conversations about what is here, what 
reasons there may be for and against, and get 
back to the House with that information.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chair. You know, I struggle how to even ask 
questions when this happens.  

So the table that we are not supposed to refer 

to but was referred to previously, it shows the 
department, it shows what they previously got 
and it shows the free balance, and then you 
can tell what's lapsed. But by department, it 
doesn't tell you any projects. It just tells you 
the department. So you have no idea, and 
there's no ability to know the project that is 
actually being lapsed. I guess would it be 
possible to get a public list of what actual 
projects are not being completed by the 
GNWT anymore? Thank you.  
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CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, that information 
certainly is available, and I expect -- yes, I 
would think that we should be able to find a 
way to put that information forward, Madam 
Chair. Yes, thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Madam 

Chair. And I guess one of the prime examples 
is that in the publicly-tabled documents, 
there's nothing for the Municipal and 
Community Affairs, but I believe that the 
entirety of the community infrastructure budget 
for Municipal and Community Affairs is being 
lapsed. And I really don't believe we didn't give 
them their money. So if someone can illustrate 
any of what's going on with MACA as lapsing. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: I'll direct that 

to the deputy secretary, please.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Mr. 

Courtoreille.  

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. In terms of the infrastructure funding for 
MACA, they're budgeted for, I believe, $29 
million to allocate that out to all the 
communities. And that allocation has been 
completed, and there's no funding being 
lapsed. Thank you, Madam.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

You know, I'm going to ask no further 
questions because I feel I'm unable to ask any 
questions without specifically looking at a 
confidential document. And I have said this 
many times in how we do our budgeting that 
often we pass budgets where we can't say 
what we want, where we have no idea that 
there's no public figure provided for the cost of 
projects. So I also note that the clock wasn't 
started when I actually spoke so I think I well 
used up my time. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair. 
And I might have blown the whistle on my 
colleague beside me in terms of the time but, 
yes, I want to pick up where he's left off.  

You know, I find it really difficult that we're 

trying to do a reconciliation of 2021 capital 
budget publicly when we've got confidential 
information. That's what we're trying to do 
here. And it's not working very well.  

So I think I heard somebody say that there's a 

free balance of about $222 million, if I got it 
right, or $200 million. Basically the money that 
wasn't spent on the capital budget from 2021, 
if I got it right.  

So what percentage of the capital budget 

wasn't spent? Is it, like, roughly 40 percent? 
50 percent? 60 percent? Roughly what 
amount of the budget wasn't spent? Thanks, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, we do have the 
percentage here. I am --  

We don't have 2022-2023 yet. In 2021-2022, 

at this point, Madam Chair, we're looking at 
about 49 percent, just over. 49.6.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Member for 

Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair. 

That's a problem. We can't spend 50 percent 
of the capital budget that's approved by the 
Assembly? Look, that's why I voted against 
the last capital budget because I didn't believe 
we could actually get the money out the door. 
And I've been proven right. And, you know, I 
don't blame anybody in this room, but -- and 
there's -- but I've asked now for tracking of 
those reasons for at least five or six years. Is 
the department actually tracking these reasons 
any better? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Yes, they are tracking over the 
course of several years and, in fact, I think I've 
looked at the data for approximately ten years 
as to the percentage. And the percentage 
does vary, but the approximate amount that 
we are spending year over year doesn't 
change that much aside perhaps from a 
couple of years of COVID where things were a 
little bit tighter than unusual and more difficult 
to go out and spend. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. 
Without breaching confidentiality, I want to 
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compliment the Minister and her staff for their 
improved tracking of the reason why money's 
not getting out the door. Unfortunately, I can't 
speak to it. I can't share it with the public. But I 
think it's improved, and that's a good thing. So 
I want to compliment them for doing that but I 
want to find a way to share that information 
publicly, because I want to give them more 
compliments but I can't.  

So in any event, we're not doing a good job at 
reconciling the capital spending and how it 
figures into supplementary appropriations on 
the capital side, and that's a real problem.  

So of the money that is -- some of it's being 

carried over, $64 million I guess is what this 
sup is for. So the remaining amount, 126, if I 
got it right, it's being lapsed, what happens to 
it? Does it just go back into the consolidated 
revenue fund? Are any of those projects going 
to come back in another sup or in the capital 
estimates for 2023-2024? What happens to 
that money? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. So I mean, there's 
different -- and Madam Chair, let me just 
address the confidentiality issue quickly if I 
might. I don't have a clock in front of me, but 
I'll try and be succinct.  

Look, I do think we can do a different way of 
presenting this information. This wasn't raised 
to me in advance, and that's fine. But I do 
think there's ways of doing it. There's concerns 
around the long-term plan and concerns 
around sharing the budgets on the long term. 
Some of these projects are multiyear projects 
so sharing what's lapsing inevitably winds up 
sharing what some of the budgets are. So that 
said, I do think there's ways we can get this 
information out. So we'll take that away.  

Now, as for what happens to the funds in one 

year, again, may depend on the nature of a 
project. The long-term project may already 
have funds approved going forward, and the 
project can then continue. If it's not continuing 
then, yes, the money would just lapse back in 
to being in the general coffers of the 
government. Or the consolidated revenue 
fund. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair. 
So I guess I want to start to draw some 
conclusions here to this because I think it 
means at least a couple of things to me.  

Number 1, we need to review the fiscal 

responsibility policy about how much and 
when we can spend money on capital and 
where it comes from and so on. And when we 
can't spend 50 percent of a capital budget, the 
fiscal responsibility policy itself I think needs to 
be reviewed. And I think we may have a 
commitment from the Minister to do that. But 
maybe I'll stop there and I'll ask the Minister 
whether that's something that's going to 
happen. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Yes, Madam Chair, there 
already is a commitment out there to review 
the fiscal responsibility policy. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks, Madam Chair. 
And thanks to the Minister for that.  

The second conclusion I draw from this is that 
we're spending, or attempting to spend, or 
budgeting too much on capital. And what 
means is that we have less money for 
programs and services because it's all -- too 
much, in my opinion, is going into capital, and 
then it gets carried over and over and over and 
over, over a series of years in some cases, 
maybe it never gets spent. But what it does is 
eats up some of the money in the operating 
surplus which means that we are spending 
less than we could, and perhaps even should, 
on programs and services, particularly 
housing, healthcare, education, people's basic 
human needs. That's what's resulting here, 
Madam Chair, in my view. I'd like to hear what 
the Minister has to say. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, so I would say 
that the Member is correct insofar as by 
having a large capital plan, we wind up that we 
are not going to be able to completely spend, if 
you will, and it may be difficult to know in 
advance which project is or is not going to go 
ahead. So you know, there's inevitably going 
to be some amount that does not get spent, 
and that's never going to be a perfect 
projection.  

By having the large capital, we are not 

necessarily impacted immediately or taking 
away from operations. The operations budget 
is still, you know, existing and being developed 
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on its own based on those needs department 
by department.  

However, by having a capital plan that is too 
large in the sense that we know we will not 
achieve all of it, we are creating a situation 
where -- I don't know if you can recall seeing 
the borrowing limit and seeing the narrowing 
gap in between them. If the capital budget 
wasn't as large, well then we wouldn't be 
running up as close to that projected line of 
hitting the borrowing limit because we would 
have more room. There would not be the need 
to project the higher level of debt because we 
simply wouldn't have to take on the higher 
level of debt because we wouldn't have as 
much on the capital plan. So it does impact 
our overall fiscal situation and the overall fiscal 
picture by suggesting that we're running up 
against the borrowing limit when in fact if we're 
not, if we're not going to need to borrow 
because we're not going to need to spend all 
that money in the capitol plan, well then our 
fiscal situation doesn't run up against the 
borrowing limit quite so quickly. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yes, I 
want to thank the Minister for reminding me of 
a third point. She just made it for me, that with 
our overspending, or at least overbudgeting, 
I'll put it that way, on capital side that we are 
having to increase the debt limit several times 
even during my lowly six years here. But once 
again, the conclusions I draw from this are 
number 1, that, you know, we are getting 
closer that debt limit because of overspending 
on capital; number 2, we have to review the 
fiscal responsibility policy; and number 3, 
we're taking money away from basic human 
needs like education, healthcare, and housing, 
by spending too much on -- or budgeting too 
much on capital projects that we can't get the 
money out the door.   

So that's the conclusions I draw, and that's 
what, Madam Chair, where I'm going to vote 
against the supplementary appropriation 
because it -- although there is some money 
lapsed and it's not going to come back, it still 
perpetuates the overspending on capital by 
this government ad does not meet people's 
basic human needs. And that's why I'll vote 
against this. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Member. Are there any further general 
comments before we get into the detailed? 
Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

I will be voting for this appropriation because 
the lack of infrastructure in communities and 
regional centres compared to the capital, for 
example, is lacking. And this appropriation 
addresses some of those needs that are 
needed in the communities and regional 
centres, as well as the capital. And I don't 
believe that when you build on capital projects 
within the territories that we're taking away 
from education and basic human needs. On 
the contrary, okay.  

I think that each and every one of us in our 
capacity as leaders cannot draw that 
conclusion. And I don't agree with my 
colleague with some of those comments. 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Are there any further general 
comments? Seeing no further general 
comments, we will review the supplementary 
estimates by department and activity. Does 
committee agree to proceed with detailed in 
the tabled documents?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Committee, 

we will begin on page 6.  

Department of Education, Culture and 
Employment, operation expenditures, junior 
kindergarten to grade 12 school services, not 
previously authorized, $4,893,000. Does 
committee agree? Member for Yellowknife 
North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Can I just confirm that Sissons is still on track 
and ready to be opened for the next school 
season? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Yes, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Any further questions? Member for Yellowknife 
North, any further questions? No, okay.  

Department of Education, Culture and 
Employment, operations expenditures, junior 
kindergarten to grade 12 school services, not 
previously authorized, $4,893,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Department of Education, Culture and 
Employment, operations expenditures, total 
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department not previously authorized, 
$4,893,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Committee, 

please turn to page 7 of the tabled document.  

Department of Infrastructure, operations 

expenditures, asset management, not 
previously authorized, $552,000. Does 
committee agree? Member for Yellowknife 
North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. In 

my never-ending attempt to understand 
accounting language, this $552,000 has an 
offsetting amount which was lapsed in the 
previous fiscal. Does that therefore make this 
a carryover but just essentially a carryover that 
doesn't cost us any money because we lapsed 
it last fiscal; am I at all on the right page? 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam 
Chair, take that to the deputy secretary, 
please.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Mr. Courtoreille.  

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thanks, Madam Chair. 
This line item refers to deferred maintenance, 
and the Department of Infrastructure actually 
has a regular annual budget for deferred 
maintenance under the operations 
expenditures. It's $1.5 million. They were able 
to demonstrate through the Financial 
Administration Manual that there's 
commitments and contractual obligations for 
the 552 proposed for carryover. The remaining 
amounts unspent would be lapsed. Next year 
for the capital budget in 2023-2024, the 
department would still maintain their $1.5 
million budget for deferred maintenance in this 
area. Thank you, ma'am.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Okay, so I do have questions, then.  

So we're carrying over about $550,000 of the 
$1.5 million, meaning the Department of 
Infrastructure lapsed about a million dollars of 
deferred maintenance. And I guess my 
understanding of this happens is because they 
don't have the contracts in place so they can't 
say we're absolutely have either a contractual 
commitment or significant progress under the 
Financial Administration Manual is why it 

lapses. But I guess can we get a bit of an 
explanation of why that happened?  

Because I know that the GNWT's deferred 
maintenance backlog is massive. You know, 
there's different calculations based on needs 
but it's fair to say it's in the hundreds of 
millions of dollars. So how on earth are we not 
spending a million of it? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Again, to the deputy secretary, 
please.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Go ahead, Mr. Courtoreille.  

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thank you, Madam 

Chair. The largest reasons -- or the largest 
reason for the difference is really capacity, and 
it relates to the previous line of questioning. 
We typically put to market about $250 million a 
year in capital, and that's really just a product 
of the local industry, the construction 
resources available. And we're also finding 
that drawing on construction resources from 
the south is more difficult right now because of 
the economies that are opening up down 
south as well. The resources just aren't there. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Department of Infrastructure, operations 
expenditures, asset management, not 
previously authorized, $552,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Infrastructure, operations expenditures, total 
department, not previously authorized, 
$552,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Committee, 
can you please turn to page 8 now of the 
tabled document. Legislative Assembly, capital 
investment expenditures, Office of the Clerk, 
not previously authorized, $175,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Legislative Assembly, capital investment 
expenditures, total department, not previously 
authorized, $175,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Please turn now to page 9.  

Department of Education, Culture and 
Employment, capital investment expenditures, 
cultural, heritage and language, not previously 
authorized, $75,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Education, Culture and Employment, capital 
investment expenditures, junior kindergarten 
to grade 12 school services, not previously 
authorized, $6,549,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Education, Culture and Employment, capital 
investment expenditures, total department, not 
previously authorized, $6,624,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Please now turn to page 10 of the tabled 
document.  

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources, capital investment expenditures, 
corporate management, not previously 
authorized, $581,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources, capital 
investment expenditures, environment 
protection and waste management, not 
previously authorized, $581,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, capital 
investment expenditures, forest management, 
not previously authorized, $767,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources, capital 
investment expenditures, wildlife and fish, not 
previously authorized, $1,203,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, capital 
expenditure -- Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Well, I guess I still am struggling to read these 
and understand. Can I get an update?  

There's $119,000 for a walk-in freezer in 

Yellowknife. This was actually -- got a lot more 
attention than it should have, perhaps. It got a 
lot of attention, let's just say, when it was 
passed because it's used to store seized 
caribou.  

Can I just clarify whether this $119,000 that 
I'm seeing here means it is lapsed and no 
longer going forward or that there was just a 
delay in the project? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. It's just delayed in some fashion 
and that's why it's being carried over for 
completion. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, capital investment expenditures, 
wildlife and fish, not previously authorized, 
$1,203,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources, capital 
investment expenditures, total department, not 
previously authorized, $3,132,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Please turn 

now to page 11.  

Department of Finance, capital investment 

expenditures, information system shared 
services, not previously authorized, 
$4,389,000. Does committee agree? Member 
for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. I 

don't want to get into specifics of each of these 
carryovers, but I'll notice that these are all 
software carryovers and I know a lot of them 
have been carried over for years. I think ECE 
has been carrying over this educator 
certification one for a lot of years now. And I 
know sometimes you get a contractor for IT 
and then they don't do the work and then you 
get a new one. Sometimes software expires, 
and then you have to -- anyways.  

My question is, is I struggle to know whether 
these projects -- well, I know that none of them 
are really on time and on track, that's why 
we're carrying it over, but whether this is 
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unique to the GNWT, whether we are 
improving in this area, or it's getting worse. 
Can the Minister just speak to what oversight 
is being done in this area of information 
system shared services to make sure that IT 
projects are on budget and on time? Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, so two parts to 
that. And with respect, first, to some 
understanding as to what was happening over 
the last year or so, a few comments.  

Firstly, that the ISSS or Office of the Chief 
Information Officer were being relied upon to 
do things like deliver the QR code, the 
vaccination records, the updates to health and 
social services systems in response to COVID. 
So the fact that we're all able to download 
those vaccine records as quickly as we were is 
thanks, in part, to the work that went on in that 
office, which was not a small thing and it was 
certainly not an expected thing. So that does 
wind up delaying other work.  

Another issue, Madam Chair, and it's one that 

is affecting, of course, a lot of industries, 
private sector as well as public sector, is 
labour shortages. This is an area, as I have 
been informed, that it is quite difficult to find 
skilled individuals to work in this area. So that 
is also presenting a challenge, certainly to us 
and I can only imagine to some of the private 
sector contractors that we are looking to work 
with on some of the projects as well. 

So second part of the question as to what's 
being done or what's being done to try to 
manage or mitigate these issues, Madam 
Chair, I know this is one that the department 
minister and I look at frequently at our regular 
meetings and our regular touch bases, and we 
speak with the chief information officer 
regularly. So certainly keeping an eye on it 
and doing our best to see what we can do to 
focus the available resources. And there's 
work in that regard over the next year to see 
what, indeed, can be done to focus resources 
so that we start to see some successes in 
some of these. They are not always the most 
exciting sounding but they can be quite 
fundamental and important to risk 
management within the government. Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Yes, I'm glad to hear that and, you know, I 

think all of us as politicians have a hard time 
keeping track and holding IT projects 
accountable because they're not always the 
most exciting but they are 10s of millions of 
dollars so it's hard -- it needs some 
accountability, and I'm glad to hear that it's on 
the Minister's mind.  

I wanted to specifically ask about the MARS 
system. I see that we're transferring it over to 
ITI.  

My understanding about online map staking is 

we need the mineral resources regulations to 
be completed, and I don't want to get too 
much into that process, but I'm just wondering 
if we are -- when we actually expect to have 
the MARS system ready to go, or is this me 
seeing that it is ready to go and it's been 
purchased and we just have to complete the 
regulations? Do we have a date for online map 
staking? Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, so this is 
being -- yes, it is being transferred over to ITI 
because the complexity of the Mineral 
Resources Act regulations and what is being 
entailed there on the electronic side makes 
most sense to have the two working 
hand-in-hand. So, you know, looking to have 
the two come together one in the same time. 
I'm not sure if we have a date here 
necessarily. If we do, I'm sure someone's 
going to give it to me in a moment. But my 
understanding is that the intention is that the 
two projects are working in tandem.  

It's more than just online map staking, Madam 

Chair. It's an area where if there's some 
interest, I'd suggest that we provide the 
information in a separate forum because the 
MARS project is quite a bit more than just the 
online map staking. There's the entire 
management of the tenure system that right 
now is done on paper, or has been on paper. 
So there's transferring all the paper to digital, 
being able to manage the digital, being able to 
make it accessible, being able to have the 
maps available to do the management of the 
tenure to do the online map staking. So it's 
now housed within the same group that is 
actually doing the regulations so that one 
develops in tandem with the other and that 
they are ready to go at the same time. Thank 
you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Minister. Department of Finance, capital 
investment expenditures, information systems 
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shared services, not previously authorized, 
$4,389,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

committee. Department of Finance, capital 
investment expenditures, total department, not 
previously authorized, $4,389,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Please now 
turn to page 12.  

Department of Health and Social Services, 
capital investment expenditures, administrative 
and supportive service, not previously 
authorized $10,631,000. Does committee 
agree? Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. I 
see $10 million for priority health information 
system improvements. 100 percent federal 
money, which is great. Can I just get an 
explanation of what that is?  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there's four 
different funding pots through the federal 
government that were brought together on this 
one, relating in some part to the response to 
COVID-19 and to a restart and arising also 
from recognition around immunization, virtual 
care. And all together, they are being used to 
advance the longer term need to have Health 
and Social Services assist and -- or not 
transferred entirely but do make better use of 
virtual care, electronic medical records, and 
then the management of public health 
information in that environment. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Minister. Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Yes, I'm glad to hear that. And as part of that, I 
heard that the EMR, the electronic medical 
records, was in that. I know that it's currently 
telesoftware and the licence is expiring. My 
understanding is that it's going to cost 
us -- well, I don't know. Does this cover the 
total cost of that? Does that mean we now 
have a new EMR in place, or is this just -- I 
guess that's my question, is this getting us our 
new EMR, this $10 million? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Madam Chair, my 
understanding at this point is that this is still at 
a strategic stage and as such, I don't expect it 
entirely guarantees the full delivery of the new 
system. That said, it is certainly an important 
and critical sort of step in that regard. So I do 
expect to hear more from this over the next 
year, certainly over the life of this government. 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Member for 

Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Chair. Yes, I guess I do expect to hear more, 
because my understanding is our electronic 
medical records system is going to cost us 
more than $10 million, and we're already 
spending $10 million here. So I guess -- what 
am I looking for? Well, I guess a commitment, 
perhaps, to come back when or if we have an 
estimate of what the total of a new electronic 
medical records system is going to cost us. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I was a bit 
hesitant to commit my colleagues but certainly 
to when there's a strategy that's underway 
being developed for electronic health records, 
it is common practice that we would -- as the 
Ministers appear in front of the standing 
committees with that type of information. So 
I'm relatively confident that my colleague won't 
mind me making that commitment on her 
behalf. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Department of Health and Social Services, 
capital investment expenditures, administrative 
and supportive services, not previously 
authorized, $10,631,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Health and Social Services, capital 
investment expenditures, health and social 
programs, not previously authorized 
8,853,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Department of Health and Social Services, 
capital investment expenditures, total 
department, not previously authorized, 
$19,484,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 
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CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Please turn 

to page 13 and 14.  

Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment, capital investment expenditures, 
economic diversification and business support, 
not previously authorized, $9,746,000. Does 
committee agree? Member for Hay River 
South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Chair. Can the Minister confirm why we have 
that increase in the plan and what would be 
the drivers of that increase? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there's a couple 
of different reasons for it. Approximately $1.8 
million is due to increased costs of equipment, 
and that in itself is in turn due to the changes 
globally right now. It's a specialized 
equipment, and it's being impacted by the 
supply chain delays and being impacted by the 
costs on some of the basic components that 
go into the equipment.  

There is additional amounts increased as a 
result of change orders. There were some 
delays in this project as you might recall, and 
as time is going on, it does seem like all costs 
are rising rather quickly these days, so.  

And Madam Chair, just to anticipate a further 
question, I don't know if there's going to be 
some other impacts as a result of the floods. 
The fish plant itself was not damaged or in an 
area that was damaged. But I'm certainly 
conscious that the community itself is 
obviously going to be experiencing some 
significant impacts and will no doubt have 
some significant impacts on the local 
construction industry, including those working 
on the plant. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. I guess I'm interested to know if the 
project is on schedule and what is the 
projected timeline for completion. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. It was on schedule to be 
complete by November of this year. There had 
been some talk of even being able to go down 
and to do some sort of formal opening. At this 
point, Madam Chair, I'm not sure whether that 
will still be the case, whether that's due to 

some delays that may arise out of the flood or 
not, I will -- when I have an update on that, I 
will certainly provide it to my colleagues. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. Yes, and I guess that's my concern is 
that with the flood, I know the prime on that 
contractor, on the plant, is doing quite a bit of 
work with respect to the flood so I'm just 
wondering, you know, if they're going to have 
their resources and the forces -- the workforce 
there to actually get back and put a hundred 
percent effort into that plant. So it'd be good to 
know that, and the Minister can get back to me 
later on that one.  

The second -- another question is talking 
about equipment and waiting for it. Will any of 
the equipment be coming from the old FFMC 
plant, and if so, will there be any additional 
costs with that? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I don't have the 
breakdown or the details of the project 
specifically here. What we have in front of us 
here, really just information about carryovers 
or lapses. But, so I don't think so. I will confirm 
that and let the Member know. But my 
understanding and recollection of this project 
is that it was being specially designed. It was 
specially designed to be CFIA compliant and 
under the sort of the watchful eyes of 
Memorial University who had some specialty 
in this area. So with all that, I know that they 
were looking largely at new things and new 
equipment in order to be compliant and in 
order to meet those specifications. Again, if I'm 
incorrect, I will certainly update the Member. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: No further questions. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Industry, Tourism and Investment, capital 
investment expenditures, economic 
diversification and business support, not 
previously authorized, $9,746,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Industry, Tourism and Investment, capital 
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investments expenditures, mineral and 
petroleum resources, not previously 
authorized, $2,176,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Industry, Tourism and Investment, capital 
investment expenditures, tourism and parks, 
not previously authorized, $2,736,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Industry, Tourism and Investment, capital 
investment expenditures, total department, not 
previously authorized, $14,658,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
committee. Please turn now to page 15 and 16 
of the tabled document.  

Department of Infrastructure, capital 

investment expenditures, asset management, 
not previously authorized $20,274,000. Does 
committee agree? Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. So this 
is, I think, the largest item in the sup, and it 
seems to be a big area of our spending as 
well. So I guess the question I want to ask is 
were there any projects from 2021-2022 or 
2020-2021 that were carried over but lapsed 
and taken out of the, say the capital plan? I'm 
not sure if I'm making any sense.  

Is there stuff that we're not seeing here that it's 
been lapsed totally, is not going to come back 
in the books, and it's not part of the capital 
plan? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Madam Chair, readily we don't 
have an answer to that question. So we'll 
certainly make a commitment to go and 
confirm both with Department of Infrastructure 
as well as Department of Finance to see 
if -- my understanding is if there's projects that 
had been previously carried over and that now 
are going to be lapsed and not advanced is 
what I'm hearing. I will go and double check on 
that, as I said. And yes, yes. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you 
for that commitment. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair. 

Yes, and I appreciate the position the 
Minister's in; this coming as a bit of a surprise. 
But I think we're trying to figure out to make 
this more transparent process for everybody.  

So one of the issues that I've got with the 

capital planning, the way that it's been done is, 
you know, Members sit in the Chamber, they 
get the capital estimates, they vote on them, 
most Members vote in favour, even this lowly 
Member occasionally but not probably in this 
Assembly. But so Members vote in favour of 
projects in the capital estimates but then 
somehow during the course of the year, 
something doesn't happen and the project 
doesn't go ahead, and nobody ever finds out 
about it until maybe it comes back as a zombie 
project in a sup.  

So is there a way in which Members can 

actually, you know, after they've given 
approval to capital estimates, there's a capital 
budget, how do Members find out if projects 
don't go ahead? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. Well, Madam Chair, I suppose 
there's a few different ways that one might do 
that. Certainly when there's a particular 
projects that are being followed along, that's 
certainly one way, and I certainly answered 
questions on ITI projects for instance, or some 
of the finance systems projects. I recognize 
that's not necessarily the broad brushstroke 
that's being sought here.  

You know, it may well be that we need a 
different type of tracking system that monitors 
and tracks the delivery of projects. That's 
certainly -- you know, when we're talking 
about -- or "we", when I have spoken about 
recently procurement shared services and the 
procurement one-stop shop meant to be a 
better repository of information about what is 
happening with procurement of projects. So 
we'll certainly look back to see if in fact that 
type of information is there. That site is only 
just going live quite recently. So again, maybe 
some room to ensure that it's achieving that 
goal of providing that kind of public tracking or 
that this might be an opportunity to see that it 
does do that, in fact. Thank you, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair. 
Yes, I'd appreciate that from the Minister. I 
think that's the kind of transparency, 
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accountability, and sharing of what should be 
publicly-available information that I'm looking 
for. So I'm happy on that one.  

The question, though, I want to ask is, you 

know, and I would have asked it at the 
beginning, but I'm going to try to sneak it in 
here. We're getting really close to the reserve 
for the entire supplementary estimates, and I 
think some of it is largely due to spending on 
asset management in particular.  

But what happens -- we've only got I think 11 

million -- maybe the Minister can tell me, how 
much is left in the reserve, and what happens 
if we get any closer to it? Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. So there isn't, as part of the 
overall fiscal plan or picture, a capital reserve. 
The supplementary reserve, which we spoke 
about yesterday, yes, that was sitting at $35 
million this year and is definitely seeing a fair 
bit of pressure on it right now. But when we're 
funding capital projects, you have to fund the 
capital projects 50 percent out of surplus 
dollars and then the other 50 percent would 
typically come from some form of borrowing.  

So to the extent that we are eating in to -- or 

increasing our capital spend, we are drawing 
that down from the projected surpluses that we 
were holding on to in compliance with the 
fiscal responsibility policy. That, or going in for 
borrowing. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair, 

and thanks to the Minister for that. I guess 
maybe I might suggest, then, that in the review 
of the Fiscal Responsibility Policy that this idea 
of a reserve on the infrastructure side is 
something that the department might look at. 
Yes, is that something that they could 
consider? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. And as I mentioned earlier, 
Madam Chair, there is an existing commitment 
to look at the Fiscal Responsibility Policy so 
this certainly may well be that opportunity. And 
similarly, as I had said, there's ongoing work 
happening with respect to the reporting on 
contracting and procurement more generally. 
So this may also be that opportunity to again 
to look there. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Department of Infrastructure, capital 
investment expenditures, asset management, 
not previously authorized, $20,274,000. Does 
committee agree? Oh, Member for Hay River 
South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. I just wanted to go to these culverts in 
highway reconstruction.  

This spring we had a number of washouts on 
Highway 1 and which required some -- you 
know, a lot of labour and equipment. And I see 
with the culverts there, will some of that work 
take into account, you know, some of the 
issues that we did experience this spring, or is 
that going to be additional funds we'll be 
looking for? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. Madam Chair, this spring's 
culvert work would come out of what would 
have been appropriated as part of the usual 
appropriation. So this is for work that was 
underway or not completed but underway or 
begun last year. The annual amount that is 
budgeted for culvert work I gather is $7.5 
million, and that remains unchanged. Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Member for 
Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: No, thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Infrastructure, capital investment 
expenditures, asset management, not 
previously authorized -- Member for 
Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. I 
guess I just want to speak in support about 
how helpful I would find some sort of database 
of all the current projects and some sort of 
status to look at.  

It would also be my dream, as I've spoken 
about before, we approve capital projects and 
when we do that, we are not allowed to say 
the total cost of the project. But the minute that 
we are allowed to say that, if such database 
could include that information so I don't have 
to come back and keep asking how much a 
project costs to get the public figure out 
eventually. And I know sometimes you could 
do that by going through all the contracts 
reports and adding them all up for a specific 
project, but you actually probably can't figure it 
out properly. But I did have a question as well.  
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I'm just trying to understand this $125 million 

in lapsing. You know, we are not spending 
$125 million. If the Minister could just give me 
what she believes is causing this. And I mean, 
is any of that political FMB decisions where 
they go, listen, we're just not doing this project 
anymore, or is it FMB going to departments 
and saying, you don't meet the criteria to carry 
over, or is it -- I guess is it one of those two 
things or something else? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 
Madam Chair. So I don't have the number -- or 
the 125 number in front of me. So I just want 
to be clear that I'm not going to speak to a 
specific number. And I know that it does seem 
like that there may be some different numbers 
where we somehow have managed to operate 
it on once again with these different 
documents.  

But the crux of it, and the point of the question, 
as I understand, is really, again, how are 
projects that are not seeing carryovers, what is 
happening to them and where are those 
decisions.  

So projects don't necessarily get -- they're not 
getting cancelled. We're not doing a cull. 
That's not how the item comes forward. What 
does come forward is the request to carry 
over.  

So the departments would look at the projects 

that are underway or in planning or, you know, 
have contracts that have been signed, 
obligations established, and then those come 
forward to be approved for a carryover. And 
that's what would be in front of the House now. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Minister. Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you. Well, I guess 
I wonder, then, is any of that lapse, a 
department has just simply not applied for a 
carryover and then they didn't get it, or, you 
know, is there a capacity issue, it's actually 
reapplying for the money to be carried over, or 
are they just actually not -- don't have 
contracts in place or significant progress, I 
guess, on those? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 
Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Chair. I mean, departments certainly 
don't need to apply to carry over their funds. I 
mean, that's where we get into the situation 
where, you know, each department does have 

their projects for which they are responsible. 
Obviously Infrastructure has a fair chunk that 
they're delivering on behalf of others as well. 
But it is up to an individual department if they 
want to seek to have a carryover or not. I 
would, yeah, and I can't really speak for those 
individual decisions. But if it overtly doesn't 
meet the criteria of the "carryover" definition, 
that may be a reason not to, but then again, 
the explanations as to why something might 
be delayed could be a reason to do in favour 
of a carryover -- or to seek the carryover. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Minister. Department of Infrastructure, capital 
investment expenditures, asset management, 
not previously authorized, $20,274,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Infrastructure, capital investment 
expenditures, programs and services, not 
previously authorized, $7,811,000. Does 
committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Infrastructure, capital investment 
expenditures, total department, not previously 
authorized, $28,085,000. Does committee 
agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Please turn 

to page 17 of the tabled document.  

Department of Justice, capital investment 

expenditures, corrections, not previously 
authorized, $780,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 
of Justice, capital investment expenditures, 
court services, not previously authorized, 
$175,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Justice, 
capital investment expenditures, services to 
the public, not previously authorized, 
$298,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Justice, 
capital investment expenditures, total 
department, $1,253,000. Does committee 
agree?  



 

June 1, 2022 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD Page 4491 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Please turn to page 18 of the tabled 
document.  

Department of Lands, capital investment 
expenditures, operations, not previously 
authorized, $310,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Department 

of Lands, capital investment expenditures, 
total department, not previously authorized, 
$310,000. Does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

committee. Do you agree that you've 
concluded consideration of Tabled Document 
657-19(2) Supplementary Estimates 
(Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 1, 
2022-2023? Agreed?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Okay. 

Member for Frame Lake.  

COMMITTEE MOTION 244-19(2): 
CONCURRENCE MOTION – TABLED 

DOCUMENT 657-19(2): SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES (INFRASTRUCTURE 

EXPENDITURES), NO. 1, 2022-2023, 
CARRIED 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente. 

I move that consideration of Tabled Document 
657-19(2) Supplementary Estimates 
(Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 1, 
2022-2023 be now concluded, and that Tabled 
Document 657-19(2) be reported and 
recommended as ready for further 
consideration in formal session through the 
form of an appropriation bill. Mahsi, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 

The motion is in order. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Question 

has been called. All those in favour? All those 
opposed? All those abstaining? Motion is 
carried.  

---Carried 

Tabled document 657-19(2) will be reported as 

ready for consideration in formal session 
through the form of an appropriation bill.  

Thank you, Ministers, and thank you to the 

witnesses for appearing before us. 
Sergeant-at-Arms, please escort the witnesses 
from the Chamber.  

Committee, we've agreed to consider Bill 40, 
an Act to Amend the Medical Profession Act. I 
will ask the Minister of Health and Social 
Services to introduce the bill. 

BILL 40: 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION ACT 

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. I am here to present Bill 40, An Act to 
Amend the Medical Profession Act. The 
purpose of this bill is to allow for regulation of 
physicians providing virtual care to NWT 
residents. The use of virtual care has greatly 
increased, in large part due to the limit of 
in-person contact and medical travel during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

We engaged with physicians throughout the 

development of this bill and have committed to 
undertake a collaborative approach to 
physician regulation. We know that this work 
needs to be informed and supported by these 
professionals.  

I appreciate the Standing Committee on Social 
Development's willingness to work with us to 
further amend the bill based on the feedback 
we received from the committee and medical 
professionals.  

The major amendment in this bill exempts 

physicians in other provinces and territories 
from having to register to provide virtual care 
to NWT residents if they have a referral from 
an NWT doctor or nurse practitioner. 
Physicians in other provinces and territories 
within the NWT referral pathways do not have 
to be licensed in the NWT in addition to their 
home jurisdiction.  

This exemption allows greater access to 
services for residents while reducing 
administrative burden for physicians. We've 
heard that too much paperwork to be licensed 
means physicians will withdraw their services 
from the NWT.  

Second, the amendments also clarify that 

physicians must abide by professional 
standards of practice. The standards of 
practice set out the minimum expectations of 
care provided by physicians. Currently, this is 
an oversight not included in the Medical 
Profession Act.  
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An amendment to the bill adds a new 

regulation-making power that allows for the 
standards of practice to be created or adopted.  

We have a well-established relationship with 

the College of Physicians and Surgeons for 
Alberta. For many years, the complaints officer 
under the Medical Profession Act has been 
contracted through the college which gives 
advantages of economies of scale, expertise, 
and resources that are not available in the 
Northwest Territories.  

With the Alberta College's full knowledge and 
support, work has been ongoing since 2019 to 
adopt standards of practice for NWT 
physicians that are similar to standards set by 
the Alberta College. The Alberta College's 
standards are consistent with the standards of 
practice for physicians in all other provinces.  

This work was initiated by the complaints 

officer under the Medical Profession Act. The 
territorial medical director at the Northwest 
Territories Health and Social Services 
Authority and the department have been 
working on adapting the Alberta standards of 
practice to align with the NWT legislation and 
is working collaboratively with the NWT 
physicians to finalize them. That concludes my 
opening remarks. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Minister. Would you like to bring witnesses in 
to the Chamber.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Please.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): 
Sergeant-at-Arms, please escort the witnesses 
into the Chamber.  

Minister, please introduce your witnesses for 
the record.  

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam 
Chair. On my left is Cherie Jarock, legislative 
counsel, and on my right is Kelly Mahoney, 
director of policy for the Department of Health 
and Social Services.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. I 
will now turn to the chair of the Standing 
Committee on Social Development, the 
committee that reviewed the bill for any 
opening comments on Bill 40. Member for 
Kam Lake.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Madam Chair, Bill 40, an Act to Amend the 
Medical Profession Act, received second 
reading in the Legislative Assembly on 
November 26th, 2021, and was referred to the 
Standing Committee on Social Development 
for review on March 28th, 2022. Committee 

sought and received an extension to our 
review period.  

On May 19th, 2022, the standing committee 
held a public hearing with the Minister of 
Health and Social Services and completed its 
clause-by-clause review of the bill. Ten 
motions were carried by committee and 
concurred with by the Minister.  

I thank the stakeholders who provided 

feedback, Members of the standing committee 
for their efforts in reviewing this legislation, 
and of course the Minister of Health and Social 
Services for her collaboration in improving this 
bill together.  

Individual Members may have additional 
comments or questions. Thank you very much, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. I 
will now open the floor to general comments 
on Bill 40. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I want 

to thank the committee and the Minister for the 
work on the bill. I was able to sit in on a lot of 
the committee proceedings and discussions, 
deliberations about this bill.  

The one improvement that the Minister did not 

mention, that I think is worthy of highlighting 
here, is that the addition of section 24.1 which 
modifies the way in which the work on 
regulating the medical profession is going to 
change.  

This new clause, which was proposed by the 

committee and accepted by the Minister, but it 
was proposed by the committee, requires that 
there be consultation with the Northwest 
Territories Medical Association that 
was -- that's not in the existing legislation. So I 
think this will create a higher level of comfort 
moving forward.  

I think there were some miscommunications 
around how the profession is actually 
regulated in the North and perhaps some 
misunderstanding about how the medical 
profession is regulated in the Northwest 
Territories, but I think with the addition in 
particular of this clause, I think it has created a 
level of comfort that was not there before and 
some protection for the medical profession. So 
I want to thank the committee for their work on 
this. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. 
Are there any further general comments? 
Does the committee agree that there are no 
further general comments? Member for Great 
Slave.  
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MS. NOKLEBY: Sorry about that, Madam 

Chair. Thank you. I just wanted to comment 
that I appreciate everybody that did input on 
this bill. As I'm still learning how the legislative 
process all works, I found it to be one that was 
informative and showed me how things could 
shift and change as we work through it, and I 
appreciate the adaptability of the department 
and such.  

I guess one comment I just wanted to make 
was that I find it quite interesting the parallel to 
a profession like engineering, that I am more 
familiar with the regulation of, and then the 
doctors and the medical professionals.  

So I guess I just have more of a comment that 
I -- we love to take from others, and I think that 
NAPEG and the engineers and other 
professional associations could probably help 
guide this work further if we were to move 
towards a self-regulating group. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

Member. Are there any further general 
comments? Does committee agree that there 
are no further general comments? Can we 
proceed to the clause-by-clause review of Bill 
40, An Act to Amend the Medical Profession 
Act? 

Committee, a number of clauses were deleted 
during the Standing Committee on Social 
Development's clause-by-clause review of Bill 
40 on May 19th, 2022. The reprint before us 
today indicates where those clauses were 
deleted. As the clauses were deleted by 
standing committee with a concurrent of the 
Minister of Health and Social Services, they 
are not part of the bill before us today, and we 
will not be voting on them.  

Committee, we will defer the bill number and 
title until after consideration of the clauses. 
Please turn to page 1 of the bill.  

Clause 1, does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 2, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler):  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 3 
and 4 were deleted in Standing Committee on 
May 19, 2022.  

Clause 5, does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 6, 

does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 7, 

does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 8, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 9, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 10, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 11, 

does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 12 

through 19 were deleted in Standing 
Committee on May 19, 2022.  

Clause 20, does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 21, 

does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 22, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 23, 
was deleted in Standing Committee on May 
19, 2022.  

Clause 24, does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 24.1, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Clause 25, 
does committee agree?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Committee, 
to the bill as a whole, does committee agree 
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that Bill 40, An Act to Amend the Medical 
Profession Act is now ready for third reading?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

committee. Does the committee agree that this 
concludes our consideration of Bill 40, An Act 
to Amend the Medical Profession Act?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, 

committee. We have concluded consideration 
of Bill 40, An Act to Amend the Medical 
Profession Act.  

Thank you, Minister, and thank you to your 
witnesses. Sergeant-at-Arms, please escort 
the witnesses from the Chamber.  

Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I move 
that the chair rise and report progress. Mahsi.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): There's a 

motion on the floor to report progress. The 
motion is in order and non-debatable. All those 
in favour? All those opposed? Motion is 
carried.  

---Carried 

I will now rise and report progress. 

---SHORT RECESS 

Report of Committee of the Whole 

MR. SPEAKER: May I please have the report 
of Committee of the Whole. Member for Inuvik 
Twin Lakes.  

MS. SEMMLER: Mr. Speaker, your committee 
has been considering Tabled Document 
658-19(2); Tabled Document 657-19(2); Bill 
40. And I would like to report progress, with 
two motions carried, that Bill 40 is ready for 
third reading, that consideration of Tabled 
Documents 658-19(2), 657-19(2), are 
concluded, and that the House concur on 
those estimates and that an appropriation bill 
to be based thereon be introduced without 
delay.  

And, Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the 
Committee of the Whole be concurred with. 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Do we have a seconder? 

Member for Inuvik Boot Lake. All those in 
favour? All those opposed? Any abstentions? 
The motion is carried. 

---Carried. 

Third reading of bills. Mr. Clerk, orders of the 
day.  

Orders of the Day 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): Mr. 
Speaker, there will be a meeting of the Board 
of Management at the rise of the House in 
Committee Room A today.  

Orders of the day for Friday, June 3rd, 2022, 
at 10:00 a.m.  

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers’ Statements 

3. Members’ Statements 

4. Returns to Oral Questions 

5. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery  

6. Acknowledgements 

7. Oral Questions 

8. Written Questions 

9. Returns to Written Questions 

10. Replies to Commissioner’s Address 

11. Petitions 

12. Reports of Committees on the Review of 

Bills  

13. Reports of Standing and Special 
Committees 

14. Tabling of Documents 

15. Notices of Motions  

16. Motions 

- Motion 58-19(2), A Strategy to Match 
Canada’s Population Growth  

- Motion 59-19(2):  Extended 
Adjournment of the House to October 
13, 2022 

17. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills  

18. First Reading of Bills 

19. Second Reading of Bills 

20. Consideration in Committee of the Whole 
of Bills and Other Matters 

- Bill 23, An Act to Amend the Public 
Utilities Act 
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- Bill 29, Resource Royalty Information 

Disclosure Statute Amendment Act 

- Committee Report 30-19(2), Standing 
Committee on Social Development 
Report on the Review of the 2020-
2021 Annual Report of the Information 
and Privacy Commissioner 

- Committee Report 31-19(2): Standing 
Committee on Social Development 
Report on Bill 40: An Act to Amend the 
Medical Professional Act  

21. Report of Committee of the Whole 

22. Third Reading of Bills 

- Bill 40, An Act to Amend the Medical 

Profession Act 

23. Orders of the Day  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This 
House stands adjourned until Friday, June 3rd, 
2022, at 10 a.m.  

---ADJOURNMENT 

 The House adjourned at 5:44 p.m. 
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