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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Thursday, October 20, 2022

Members Present

Hon. Diane Archie, Mr. Bonnetrouge, Hon. Paulie Chinna, Ms. Cleveland, Hon. Caroline Cochrane, Mr.
Edjericon, Hon. Julie Green, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Martselos, Ms. Nokleby, Mr. O'Reilly, Ms.
Semmler, Hon. R.J. Simpson, Mr. Rocky Simpson, Hon. Shane Thompson, Hon. Caroline Wawzonek, Ms.

Weyallon-Armstrong.

The House met at 1:30 p.m.
Prayer

---Prayer

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. Lesa Semmler):
Welcome back, everybody, today. | just want
to recognize that we have all our interpreters
here and just a reminder to everybody to make
sure you remember when you're speaking to
slow down and when you're communicating
back and forth. Thank you. It helps a lot with
the interpreters to be able to do their job.

Ministers' statements. Minister responsible for
Education, Culture and Employment.

Ministers’ Statements

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 272-19(2):
EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE
UPDATE

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Canada-NWT
Canada-wide Early Learning and Child Care
Agreement was signed 11 short months ago.
Since that time, every licensed child care
program in the NWT has signed on to the fee
reduction subsidy. Licensed child care fees
across the NWT have been cut in half, new
licensed child care spaces have been created,
and now we are rolling out new wage
enhancements that will allow licensed child
care centres to pay their employees more.

We could not have done this without the
involvement of child care providers, early
childhood educators, Indigenous governments
and, of course, the federal government. |
would like to thank all our partners for their
continued input and collaboration, as we work
collectively to provide children with the best
possible start in life.

The creation of a coordinated early learning
and child care system is a complex task with
many moving parts and requires a
multi-faceted approach.

First, we introduced the child care fee
reduction subsidy. As with any systemic
change, there were bumps along the way. We
rolled the subsidy out quickly so that families
could benefit from a reduction in child care
retroactively, and we have taken note of, and
learned from, the issues and concerns that
arose from that approach.

Madam Speaker, you cannot have a child care
system without child care spaces. | understand
that a lack of child care spaces has created
incredible challenges for many parents
throughout the territory so | am pleased to say
that during the last fiscal year, 67 new child
care spaces were created and more are on the
way. | am confident that we will meet our
target of 300 new spaces by 2025-2026
through the expansion of existing programs
and establishment of new programs if
necessary.

Madam Speaker, we can create all the new
child care spaces we want but they are of no
use without early childhood educators. We
need to retain the early childhood educators
that are currently in the system and we need
to attract more people to the field. In order to
create a strong early learning and child care
system, our childhood educators need to be
supported and valued. That is why | am happy
to announce that the Government of the
Northwest Territories and the Government of
Canada are creating a retention incentive by
investing $4.6 million over the next two years
to enhance wages for early childhood
educators and licensed-centre-based
programs. This enhancement is retroactive to
April 1, 2022, and will provide operators with
flexibility to make decisions on program and
educator needs.

Madam Speaker, as | have mentioned earlier,
we have learned from the roll out of the fee
reduction subsidy. That is why we made sure
to engage child care providers early and often
in the development of the retention incentive.
The GNWT will provide funding directly to
operators which will then flow the money to
their employees.
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In the first year, licensed child care centres will
receive $12,750 for every full-time position that
is required under legislation keeping in mind
that some centres have more than the
minimum number of required employees. In
the second year, the amount increases to
$16,250. Child care centres will be able to
decide how they distribute the funds to their
employees so actual pay increases will vary
based on the particular centre. This two-year
program will bridge a gap until we implement a
wage grid in the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

To help develop a skilled workforce, we have
also revised the eligibility criteria for the early
learning and child care scholarship. Previously
this scholarship was only available to full-time
students but now part-time students can apply
as well. By expanding the eligibility criteria, we
are supporting flexible education paths and
helping Northerners who are working in
licensed early learning and child care
programs.

Madam Speaker, the creation of an early
learning and child care system also requires
legislative change. Earlier this year, the GNWT
invited the public to have their say on
proposed amendments to the Child Daycare
Act. The results of that engagement are found
in the recently published What We Heard
report. The amendments would allow the
government to establish a certification process
and wage grid, increase inclusion and
reporting measures, establish cost control
measures, and protect the rights of families.
These amendments would align the NWT with
other Canadian jurisdictions as we move
collectively toward a Canada-wide early
learning and child care system.

Madam Speaker, we have come a long way in
the past year. The GNWT and the federal
government have invested millions of dollars in
new child care infrastructure, reducing child
care fees, and increasing the wages of child
care workers. These actions have tangible
results that are directly benefiting residents
across the NWT. Although there is still a
significant amount of work to be done, | feel
confident saying that we are well on our way to
creating a universal child care system that will
give every family across the NWT access to
high quality, affordable, accessible, and
inclusive early learning and child care. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ministers' statements.
Minister for Environment and Natural
Resources.

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 273-19(2):
A LOOK BACK AT WILDFIRE SEASON 2022

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank vyou,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to provide an update on the 2022
wildfire season.

Wildfires are a natural and important part of
the boreal forest. They help keep ecosystems
healthy, and they burn off excess fuels like
dead and dried out foliage that builds up within
the forest, which can lead to more extreme
fires. That is why our fire crews do not fight all
wildfires, particularly if the fire poses no threat
to values at risk. When communities, cabins,
infrastructure, and other values at risk are
threatened, however, our wildfire management
team is ready to take action.

The 2022 was a long and busy fire season that
started in May and continued well into
October. We surpassed the 10-year average
for the number of wildfires before the end of
July. We recorded a total of 256 fires by early
October, with nearly 600,000 hectares burned.
This was more than any year since the outlier
fire season of 2014. Fire crews fought 99 of
the 256 fires that occurred in the territory this
season, which lasted much longer than usual.

This year, we saw fires continue to flare up as
late in the season as the first week of October,
which is well beyond the end of the typical
wildfire season. As Minister of Environment
and Natural Resources, | am very proud of the
excellent work of the wildfire management
team this year. They worked incredibly hard to
respond to every threat and keep NWT
communities safe.

Every wildfire season requires careful planning
to make sure staff are well trained and
adequately prepared for the challenging work
of fighting fires. The wildfire management
team must ensure that the right resources are
dispatched to the right locations to manage
fires throughout the season. In total this
summer, we had firefighters working on 34
crews in communities across the NWT,
including 22 crews contracted from Indigenous
companies. We also hired 131 additional
firefighters to support firefighting efforts
throughout the summer.

In addition to crews on the ground, we also
work with pilots, air attack officers, and tanker
base teams, to provide critical air tanker
support to suppress fires from the air.
Firefighting efforts also require staff with
expertise in fire management, weather, remote
communication, logistics, finance,
administration, and public information, to help
support decision-making, operations, and
public awareness.
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Over the course of the summer, we are
grateful to receive support from Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Ontario, and Parks Canada.
This support is incredibly valuable, particularly
in a busy season like 2022.

Madam Speaker, just 10 percent of wildfires
this season were caused by humans. | am
happy to report that this percentage has
decreased steadily in recent years. It has
come down from 27.1 percent in 2020 and
12.2 percent in 2021. This is a testament to
the enhanced awareness and outreach
campaign by the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, and it reflects the
efforts made by residents and visitors to
practice fire safety. | am also very proud to say
that despite dozens of fires that approached
several communities throughout the summer,
none of these communities required
evacuation.

Unfortunately unusually strong winds, coupled
with very dry conditions late in the season,
resulted in the loss of two cabins. We
recognize this is very difficult for those
impacted but thankful no people were hurt in
those fires.

Madam Speaker, managing wildfire is not
limited to the summer months. There is
important work that must be done in the
offseason as well. This work includes
FireSmart projects and community protection
initiatives, which will receive an unprecedented
additional investment of $20 million from the
federal government in the coming years.

In collaboration with the Northwest Territories
Association of Communities, we will work with
remote communities to create firebreaks and
implement fire fuel reduction strategies for
over 12 hundred hectares of land across the
territory, reducing the risk of wildfires and
offering even greater protection to thousands
of residents.

The Department of Environment and Natural
Resources will continue to focus on staff
training and development, building a skilled,
engaged, and representative workforce to
support those efforts for years to come. This
year we offered extra firefighting training
specifically for women and nonbinary
individuals to increase diversity on our wildfire
team.

We also make evaluation and planning a
priority.  Every  season offers many
opportunities to learn from our experiences,
and we take full advantage of these
opportunities. We regularly evaluate and
analyze the research and data gathered and
use this information to improve and plan for
next year.

Madam Speaker, as most communities in the
territory are situated in the middle of the boreal
forest, wildfires will always be something we
need to monitor closely. Our government will
continue to work with our partners across the
territory to ensure that residents, communities,
and infrastructure are kept safe from wildfires.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Ministers' statements. Minister for Industry,
Tourism and Investment.

MINISTER'S STATEMENT 274-19(2):
INCREASING ECONOMIC
DIVERSIFICATION ACROSS THE
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker,
the value and potential of achieving greater
economic diversification across the Northwest
Territories has been talked about over the
course of many years and multiple
governments. The need to have that
conversation meaningfully has never been
greater. Even as we work to support new
mineral resource exploration and
development, the reality is that our existing
economic drivers in the form of the diamond
mines are approaching planned closure. We
must face that prospect on all fronts, including
economic diversification.

The fact that this conversation has been had,
and that success in diversifying remains
elusive, suggests it's time to try something
different.

The Department of Industry, Tourism and
Investment is currently leading work on
developing regional economic development
plans. These will provide insight into economic
opportunities and challenges that exist in six of
the territory's regions. Regional economic
development plans are a requirement of the
Government of the Northwest Territories'
mandated commitment to increase economic
diversification by supporting growth in
non-extractive sectors and setting regional
diversification targets.

The idea of developing a regional plan is not in
itself new, but | believe the way in which we
are approaching this work is. Before
beginning, we went out to the regions to ask
how the process of development should be
structured. With regional feedback, we
established terms of reference for an overall
facilitator to ensure there is a strong northern
voice that emerges from these plans. We are
also utilizing local facilitators to support the
regional work.
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With regional facilitators, it is my expectation
that we will see more strongly the strengths of
individual regions. It might be that directing
government supports towards a promising
area in one region only produces a small
change to the GDP but has a disproportionate
change on the local economy and
employment. While sectors such as tourism,
arts, the traditional economy, and agriculture,
offer opportunities in nearly all Northwest
Territories communities perhaps other forms
or at different levels for each; opportunities in
other sectors like fishing, forestry, satellite
communications, and manufacturing, may be
more specific to particular regions and
individual communities. By both breaking
down our constituent parts, but also keeping
the strength of the Northwest Territories as a
whole, | believe these plans together will
provide a new, better road map to support
residents, businesses, and local governments.

Madam Speaker, public conversations on the
development of regional economic
development plans began last week in Hay
River and Fort Smith to advance ideas for
economic development in the South Slave.
From now through January, engagements will
be taking place both online and in public
meetings in five additional regions. Regardless
of subject, progress begins with dialogue and
a mutual understanding of possibilities, and |
am looking forward to seeing the results of
these important conversations.

Madam Speaker, our efforts to advance
regional economic growth and diversity are not
limited to the design of these plans. This effort
is supported by ongoing work to advance
innovation in the Northwest Territories and to
foster a knowledge economy that will cultivate
entrepreneurship through an innovation action
plan due out later this fall.

ITI is also working with the Department of
Education, Culture and Employment to deliver
on the arts strategy and improve support for
artists, musicians, and filmmakers. And,
together with the Department of Finance, we
continue the work to revamp our approach to
government procurement and contracting in
order to maximize benefits to residents and
businesses. That work has also progressed
significantly with some proposals for change
due out this fall and some improvements to
processes already implemented.

Madam Speaker, | cannot speak about
economic diversification in the Northwest
Territories without speaking to the tourism
industry.

| had the opportunity to attend a meeting of the
Council of Canadian Trade Ministers last week

and discovered that many areas of predicted
industry growth, such as Indigenous cultural
experiences and opportunities for sustainable
and regenerative tourism, are already present
in the Northwest Territories. And as | prepare
to address the membership of Northwest
Territories Tourism next week, it is worth
highlighting the extraordinary steps taken by
the GNWT to deliver over $13 million in
supports and programs for the industry since
the onset of the pandemic.

Upcoming sessions to design and develop
regional economic development plans are a
space to have these kinds of conversation, to
empower residents and their businesses, to
identify, develop and pursue the economic
potential that we know is there that they
identify. Guided by Northerners, supported by
governments, and driven by regional business
and investment, regional economic
development plans will set the stage for
increased economic opportunity and diversity
across the Northwest Territories. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Ministers' statements. Members' statements.
Member for Yellowknife North.

Members’ Statements

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1203-19(2):
BLOCK LAND TRANSFER TO CITY OF
YELLOWKNIFE

MR. JOHNSON: | don't think I've ever got to
go first. | like this Speaker.

Madam Speaker, | was at the city council for
Yellowknife election forums, and | kept having
déja vu, because it sounded like the exact
same forum | was at in 2018. Everyone there
was talking about the bulk land transfer to the
GNWT to the City of Yellowknife. And |
thought to myself, wait, didn't we solve this
problem? Isn't there a clearer process in place
for ftransferring land? Well, | guess not,
Madam Speaker. I'll have questions for the
Minister of Lands/MACA on why we can't give
those poor councillors something else to talk
about other than transferring vacant land. And,
Madam Speaker, for the hundredth time, |
want to clarify that no one is talking about the
land currently withdrawn by the YKDFN in
Akaitcho. I'll have questions for the Minister.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you Members'
statements. Member for Monfwi.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1204-19(2):
TREATMENT PROGRAMS
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MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you
treatment  programs. Madam = Speaker,
according to the Canadian history, it is well
documented that explorers and traders
introduced alcohol in different ways to the
Indigenous people, including the consumption
of alcohol in official dealings and as a trade
item. In other words, alcohol was used as a
tool to influence Indigenous people and to
benefit the explorer and fur traders. When
alcohol was introduced to our people, alcohol
abuse and destruction followed.

This alcohol abuse has continued over
decades as Indigenous people in the
Northwest Territories have continued to
survive the impacts from colonization and
systemic racism embedded in the government.
As individuals, families, and communities
emerge from the genocide inflicted upon
Indigenous people, many turn to alcohol and
other substances to cope. This perpetuates
the intergenerational trauma that continues
today.

Madam Speaker, the NWT desperately needs
a territorial-based addiction treatment centre.
Madam Speaker, how can we support the
recovery and healing of our residents if we do
not have an addiction treatment centre that is
accessible for all residents?

Madam Speaker, the Government of the
Northwest Territories must also recognize the
importance of cultural and traditional
Indigenous healing to support residents as
they try to break free from the chains of
addictions. This is a finding from the 2022
Auditor General of Canada Report to the
Legislative Assembly on addictions,
preventions, and recovery services. Quote,
"that health and social services authorities did
not do enough to provide residents with
accessible, coordinated, and culturally safe
addiction services", end quote.

Madam Speaker, the Government of the
Northwest Territories had a relationship with
Poundmaker's Lodge in Alberta for several
years but now no longer has contract with this
Indigenous healthcare organization. Madam
Speaker, can | have unanimous consent to
conclude my statement.

---Unanimous consent granted

Thank you. Poundmaker's has always been a
good treatment option for Indigenous NWT
residents. Poundmaker's have an in-facility
detox function that allows their program to
remove one of the major barriers for many
Northerners wanting to attend residential
treatment - needing to be sober before they
can access ftreatment. Currently the

Government of the Northwest Territories
policies require people to be sober for a given
period of time and then attend several
counselling sessions before they will be
considered eligible for southern treatment. For
many people having made a decision to reach
out for help, this is a barrier that is more than
they can manage at this fragile point in their
life.

Poundmaker's has also developed a
community outreach program where their
treatment program can be offered in a
six-week program in northern communities.
This is followed up with a year of aftercare
activities that help people in recovery to
prevent relapse and deal with the triggers,
stress, and craving that they will face when
they come out of treatment into their family
and community again.

After our healthcare system struggling to fill
positions across the Northwest Territories,
Poundmaker's Lodge provides wonderful
opportunities to provide highly trained staff
with Indigenous sensibilities and
methodologies for even our smallest
communities. Madam Speaker, how is it
possible that the Government of the Northwest
Territories does not have Indigenous addiction
services for residents and when they were
able to contract for these services, the
Government of the Northwest Territories was
unable to maintain their contract with
Poundmaker's due to contract disputes related
to medical and other contract details? | will
have question for the Minister of Health and
Social Services at appropriate time. Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Just remind everybody,
you have two and a half minutes for your
statements. Members' statements. Member for
Hay River South.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1205-19(2):
KOLE CROOK FIDDLE ASSOCIATION

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. And I'm not sure what to do because
I'm not used to going second, or third.

Madam Speaker, | want to end this week on a
positive note therefore | am going to talk about
the Kole Crook Fiddle Association and the
positive impact it has on youth in the NWT.

Madam Speaker, if you are from anywhere in
the Northwest Territories, | would expect that
you know the legacy left behind by Kole
Crook. Along with his big smile and zest for
life, his legacy was his love for the fiddle and
entertaining.
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Madam Speaker, | personally had the privilege
of knowing Kole, and | still remember the last
time | saw him. It was years ago in Fort
Simpson and, in typical Kole fashion, with his
fiddle and duffle bag, he was standing on the
side of the highway, with his big smile,
thumbing a ride back to Hay River.

Madam Speaker, in Kole's memory, the Kole
Crook Fiddle Association was born. It is a
non-profit volunteer organization that provides
music opportunities and youth leadership
through use of the fiddle and music. Kole's
legacy, through the Kole Crook Fiddle
Association, has spurred a whole new
generation of young and old fiddlers alike.
Madam Speaker, the Kole Crook Fiddle
Association is a medium through which to
promote and preserve the northern style of
fiddling that was taken away from many by the
residential school system. To accomplish this
revival, and as part of Truth and
Reconciliation, qualified instructors travel
throughout the NWT to expose youth to this
traditional style and method of teaching.
Madam Speaker, many youth, throughout the
NWT, travel to attend and participate in events
such as the upcoming fiddle and music
jamboree in Fort Simpson this coming January
which, without financial support from this
government may not happen. For those that
participate at such events, each has prepared
by spending countless hours of instruction
time, both in person and virtually. As each
event nears, the excitement felt by those
young people is electrifying when they hit the
stage and perform. It is priceless when you
see their faces light up.

Madam Speaker, the goals of the association
are met through ongoing fundraising,
community and government support. This
fundraising activity and support has allowed
the association to lend out musical instruments
and have instructors, such as the famous
Linda Duford from Hay River, and others, to
travel to places such as Fort Smith, Hay River,
Enterprise, Fort Simpson, Tulita, Norman
Wells, Fort Good Hope and Deline, where
many students have now taken up the fiddle.
In the coming years they are hoping to expand
the number of communities and students they
can reach. Thank Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Member for Great
Slave.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1206-19(2):
AIRSHIPS

MS. NOKLEBY: Madam Speaker, if | look
especially tired today, it's because | was up

early this morning to present virtually at the
2022 Aviation Innovation Conference being
held in Toronto. The University of Manitoba
invited me to speak on the various
transportation issues and challenges faced by
the Northwest Territories, and the potential
use of airships here.

In February, | spoke to this Assembly about
the possibility of using airships in the North to
help with community resupply and in the
resource extraction sector. Airships, or
dirigibles, have also been discussed in this
House during the 16th, 17th, and 18th
Assemblies.

On Monday, the Premier said, "The federal
government has committed to aligning
Canada's electricity system with its climate
goals of net-zero by 2035 and a recent report
by the Canadian Climate Institute says
significant changes are required to every
aspect of the provincial and territorial power
generation and distribution systems to meet
the future demand."

The Premier also stated, "Investment in
infrastructure projects will play a significant
role in the NWT's economic recovery, while
also supporting national climate change
goals."

Madam Speaker, low emission cargo airships
are one way to help reduce emissions, and
further transition the Northwest Territories to
renewable energy. Airships also complement
the needs of the mining industry and our
remote communities as well.
Airships are a viable form of transportation for
goods and supplies including fuel, food, and
construction materials required for
communities. They can also provide safety
and emergency response, a critical need
highlighted by the pandemic and recent
flooding events. And it is only prudent, given
the social issues roads bring, that they be
investigated as a viable alternative.

In Canada it is illegal to use hydrogen for
airships, rules based on outdated ideas of the
safety of the craft. However in the US, new
airship regulations have been developed that
do not restrict the use of hydrogen gas. The
role of the Canadian government in this
conversation should be to provide connections
and enable the use of airships through
framework and regulation changes.

A first step to determine the viability of airships
for use in the North would be to allow and
facilitate experimental airships to conduct
non-commercial test flights while
simultaneously making changes to policy and
regulations. Madam Speaker, | apologize, but
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could | have unanimous consent to conclude
my statement. Thank you.

---Unanimous consent granted

Thank you so a first step to determine the
viability of airships for use in the North would
be to allow and facilitate experimental airships
to conduct non-commercial test flights while
simultaneously making changes to policy and
regulations. With just a few small changes, it's
possible we could become the leaders in an
innovative industry that could provide another
piece of the solution to the North's
transportation issues.

Recently | was able to facilitate a meeting
between proponents at the University of
Manitoba and the Minister of ITI and her staff. |
want to thank her for taking that time out of her
busy schedule, and | will have questions for
her later today. Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Member for Frame
Lake.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1207-19(2):
ELECTRICAL OUTAGES

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente.
Sunday September 11th may stand out in
Yellowknifers' minds as the day of six separate
and lengthy power outages. The power blips
turned off freezers, ruined dinners, and shut
down consumer purchases in stores across
the city. It's difficult to assess the damage or
impact on expensive electrical appliances,
although we know power jolts don't help. The
outages even caused the loss of the city's
Yellowknife River water intake, due to multiple
on/off cycling failures in pumping equipment
electronics.

We later learned that power supply from the
Snare system was likely cut by fallen trees, but
the continuing bumps were caused by the
failure of our diesel backup at Jackfish Lake.
Six lengthy outages in one day is possibly a
most-worst record.

While Yellowknifers are accustomed to power
outages, there's no way we should accept
them. Although it's true that we are more
susceptible to outages because we lack a
large multi-source power grid, the concurrent
failures at Jackfish on September 11th just
aren't acceptable.

It's not like this is new news, Madam Speaker.
The last comprehensive look at outages was
in 2012-2013 when the Public Utilities Board
directed NTPC and the Northland Utilities to
file detailed reports on the number, duration,

cause, and frequency of service interruptions.
Reports contained a snowstorm of information
on outages ranging from seconds to more than
an hour.

The main takeaway was that during two
one-year periods, Yellowknife customers
experienced 119 and 100 interruptions in each
of those two years. Compare that to Ontario,
where there is an average of 4.78 outages per
year. Yukon reported 2.31 outages per
customer in 2009. Current data isn't available
to show whether performance has improved,
but the events of September 11th don't look
like much has improved.

Cabinet wants to pour our capital dollars into
ever more roads and expanding Taltson hydro
supply without a customer to use the power,
but we're still nowhere on getting stable power
for the largest community in the NWT. I'll have
questions for the Minister responsible for the
power corporation on cutting the very high
rates of power outages Yellowknifers face.
Mahsi, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Member for Thebacha.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1208-19(2):
HOUSING

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, over the course of
this term, | have spoken several times about a
pair of constituents of mine who endured a
natural disaster.

In June of 2019, a house in Fort Smith was
destroyed and written off because a tornado
had struck the community. Fortunately, the
damage was not widespread; however, one
elderly couple lost their home. This natural
disaster has caused much stress and financial
hardship for this family, and they have
continued to have frustrating experiences in
their dealings with Housing NWT.

Madam Speaker, | recently met with this family
again to hear an update on their situation.
What they told me was alarming. They said
that they have been receiving mixed
information from certain officials within
Housing NWT. Officials at the South Slave
district office say one thing and officials at the
local housing authority in Fort Smith say
another. It appears that in some instances,
information was even being withheld from
these constituents.

First, Madam Speaker, it seems that the policy
of core need income threshold was not
properly applied to this family when they were
being assessed for public housing after their
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their house was destroyed. Housing NWT
evaluated their tax returns and decided that
these two retired seniors earn too much
money from their monthly pensions. However,
it seems that the Housing NWT misread their
income level. The wife doesn't have an income
and they do income splitting on their tax
returns, so | believe this is part of the
miscalculation here. Then, they were declined
the option to reside in public housing partially
because of their perceived income but also
because Housing NWT said that because they
still owned a property - a property with a
destroyed house on it - they were ineligible for
public housing because they were still
considered homeowners even though their
house was destroyed and unlivable. That was
the barrier preventing them from public
housing. Madam Speaker, | seek unanimous
consent to conclude my statement.

---Unanimous consent granted

Overall, Madam Speaker, these constituents
should have been put into market rental
housing and having to pay several thousands
were put into market rental housing and
having to pay several thousands of dollars in
monthly rental costs. Moreover, once their
property was sold and the house was torn
down, they would have been eligible to enter
public housing immediately. However, the
Housing NWT never informed them of that. So
this family has been needlessly paying very
high rental fees for three years now, which
they cannot afford. They are having a very
difficult time making ends meet especially
during a time of high inflation and increasingly
high cost of living.

Madam Speaker, this family has been
shortchanged every step of the way. | am
disappointed with how this situation has been
handled. It has been over three years since
they lost their home. They should be in a
situation where they should have a stable
living and financial situation by now. To
address this matter in a fair and impartial way,
| believe the best solution is to conduct an
independent oversight into this family's
situation and all the events that have
transpired since their house was destroyed. |
will have questions for the Minister of Housing
at the appropriate time. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Member for Tu
Nedhe-Wiilideh.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1209-19(2):
MANDATE

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Since the 18th Assembly, the
Government of the Northwest Territories have
produced a mandate that lays out the
objectives of this government in sort of a
four-year plan. The first mandate describes
itself as an integrated long-range plan
representing a commitment from the GNWT
towards social progress that is environmentally
sustainable and economic development built
on a foundation of a strong consensus
government and the priorities of all Members.

Madam Speaker, there is much to be said
about improvement for our mandate as
lawmakers in the 19th Assembly. The priorities
are slimmed down and have much clearer
metrics established to assess progress and
judge results. For example, when it comes to
housing commitments, the 18th Assembly's
mandate promised to implement northern
solutions to housing through a series of
unmeasurable policy options. Contrast this to
the current mandate that promised to increase
the stock of quality energy-efficient housing,
especially for vulnerable persons by 100 units
over four years. This is clear and measurable
commitments that allow the public and MLAs
to hold the government accountable to this
progress and equally allow Cabinet to
celebrate its success in a meaningful way.
They are still several years that lack
transparency around these commitments are
being measured.

In the Premier's most recent update tabled
earlier this year in February, only 23 percent of
commitments have been fulfilled, 65 percent
are still in progress, and the remaining 11
percent are delayed, abandoned, or otherwise
unlikely to be completed in this term. At the
midpoint of this government, | would have
hoped to see a better result. With only a
quarter of our promise kept, that means a
tremendous amount of work for the last
Assembly of our Assembly.

Madam Speaker, | am concerned that calling
many of these commitments in progress is just
a bit too generous. | have asked the Minister
of Housing for updates on her mandate
progress and | was not given a clear answer.
At this point, we have 75 new homes built, and
yet the progress to date, in an update report,
only mentions applications to national
co-investment funds. Likewise, there should
be 75 tenants in the co-lease-to-own
agreements and only have eight successful
become homeowners. Madam Speaker, | seek
unanimous consent to conclude my statement.
Thank you.
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you Members,
the Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh is seeking
unanimous consent to conclude his statement.
Are there any nays?

SOME HON. MEMBER: Nay.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: There's a nay. Members'
statements. Member for Nunakput.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1210-19(2):
YOUTH AND SPORT

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Today I'm here, Madam Speaker, in
regards to our youth in our communities.

Our sporting events like we used to have back
in the 90s, that fell short because of funding, |
think what we really need to do is, because we
have so much suicide that's been going on, we
have to catch them at an earlier stage in life,
for our youth and our young adults that are
coming up. What | really want to see is
working with the Minister of MACA, Madam
Speaker, is to get that rejuvenated in all 33
communities again. So Inuvik would do
basketball or hockey or soccer, and Aklavik
will do soccer, Tuk will do floor hockey, and
vice versa. Ulukhaktok will do ping-pong. You
know, something that's easy to travel with. But
we had these up to about five or six years ago,
then it all fell short. Money and that pot of
funding dried up. We really need to be looking
at this right now, Madam Speaker, in regards
to working with our youth and giving them
alternatives other than doing drugs or drinking
and giving them that outlet of physical activity,
ice hockey, making sure that, you know, we're
bringing -- being able to bring in youth for our
tournaments and stuff like that. Just bringing a
broader look, a little bit money spent, and this
is our future. Everybody likes to say oh, the
youth are our future but they never back it up,
Madam Speaker. They don't. We have to start
making a stand for the youth that can't be in
here that are asking for this. We need to really
get all 33 communities, | guess, active again,
getting off our phones. You know, that's the
biggest thing. Everybody plays sitting around
here and looking at their phone half the time.
But, Madam Speaker, | am just really urging
our government, and I'm urging the Minister of
MACA, to find ways that we could work with all
our 33 communities and our district, our
regional districts in regards to, say, Inuvik
district and Yellowknife and everybody, to
bring the communities in to work with our
youth and to get something going but positive.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Member for Kam Lake.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1211-19(2):
AURORA COLLEGE AS NURSING
RECRUITMENT TOOL

MS. CLEVELAND: Madam Speaker, as other
provinces cap recruitment bonuses across the
country to reel in new healthcare
professionals, NWT healthcare staff waited for
the same bait. As of September, the GNWT is
now using the labour supplement policy to
attract select healthcare professionals with
bonuses of $5,000 to $7,000. This is one piece
of the GNWT's push to recruit healthcare staff
in the wake of a national shortage. But,
Madam Speaker, | was surprised that the fall's
announcement of recruitment plans for
NTHSSA made no mention of one of the
NWT's  strongest healthcare  success
tools - the Aurora College's Bachelor of
Science in nursing. So | have three
suggestions to improve the NWT's recruitment
strategy.

First, the GNWT applies a large budget to
healthcare worker recruitment efforts with no
guaranteed rate of return on our investment
while at the same time students in southern
Canada are looking for financial support to
pursue post-secondary education.

Madam Speaker, the GNWT has a beautiful
opportunity to invest in education of new
nurses in exchange for years of service equal
to their years of education. This type of
support, education and exchange for
residency, is already in place under the
Student Financial Assistance Program.

Madam Speaker, for four years, a student
could potentially come to the NWT to study
nursing, experience the North, settle in, and
work with the incentive to stay and work in the
territory for another four years after
graduation. This is a minimum of eight years of
residency of students, and potentially their
families, in exchange for an education and
service as a northern nurse. This is also a
potential avenue to increase healthcare staff in
small communities.

Second, Madam Speaker, the GNWT needs to
commit to conditional employment contracts
delivered in January to potential nursing
graduates. Employment contracts offered in
June mean our students have already been
headhunted by southern jurisdictions.

And third, the GNWT currently employs public
servants interested in a career change but are
being denied education leave for nursing as it
does not fulfill their home department's
mandate. The GNWT needs an
all-of-government approach to education leave
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for public servants who want to pursue
nursing.

Madam Speaker, the GNWT is falling short to
aggressively attain educated NWT nurses and
missing the opportunity to not only attract new
ones but grow our own. This is an opportunity
to let the success of Aurora College's nursing
program play a vital role in addressing our
nursing shortage. | will have questions for the
Minister of Health and Social Services at the
appropriate time. Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Members' statements. Member for Nahendeh.

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1212-19(2):
EULOGY FOR GRACE BERREAULT

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, Grace
Leona Berreault was born on the 5th of
October 1980 to Mabel McLeod and Lawrence
Berreault. She passed away on May 29th,
2022, in Fort Liard. Today Madam Speaker, |
am getting to share part of her eulogy that was
developed by her best friend Alana.

Grace was truly extraordinary. Her life could
be all kinds of chaos, but she never wore it on
her face. She was a true fighter and an energy
force to be reckoned with. Grace could and
would steer focus towards the lighter side of
things, always finding the humour. This is a
trait she had at a young age, and she would
teach others to apply it in their life.

Alana spoke about the love of baking and
cooking they both shared. This was thanks to
Grace’s mom Mabel, her aunties Sharon and
Kathy, and her uncle Ernie. Alana spoke about
their close childhood friendship where they
had the most memorable memories as they
grew up together. They loved the country
music, Johnny Depp’s Crybaby, and of course
BBQs.

Madam Speaker, Grace was a hard worker
from a young age and excelled in school. She
was competitive in sports and a great big
sister to her siblings. Even if it was carrying
her sister kicking and screaming as they went
to school. Grace, when she was really tired,
she'd make sure she treated others as they
were precious gems. She always had a voice,
even if she didn't agree with her, she made
sure people understood where she stood,
sometimes fighting tooth and nail for others
who did not have a voice.

Madam Speaker, she was strong, resilient,
and yet beautiful in all her ways. She was a life
that shined brightly just so the path of others
could be illuminated. With matters that had to

do with all-things-life, she was exceptional yet
her multi-paths were sometimes wild, the
outcomes have brought us nothing but joy with
the children she has brought into all our lives. |
had the honour of knowing three of her older
children, and | can say they are a great
reflection of her.

Sometimes in life, you needed the itsy bitsy or
the full nudge from a loved one who sees in
you what you could not see for yourself. From
someone who believed you can, even if the
circumstances dictated others. Grace was the
person that would always be there for you.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | will use Alana
words, It brings us great solace knowing that
so many of our late family were there to meet
her on the other side. She will be missed. We
will miss her tenacity, compassion, and
selflessness as we go on to others. Madam
Speaker, she will be sadly missed. She will be
missed by us all.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.
Members' statements. Returns to oral
questions. Recognition of visitors in the
gallery. Member for Thebacha.

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, I'd like
to recognize two of the pages from Thebacha
here today, whom I'd like to recognize. Their
names are Bowan Kent and Noah
Leroy-Gauthier. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you recognitions
of visitors in the gallery. Member for Great
Slave.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, I'm a bit blind so I'm not sure
if there's nobody up there. Okay, | am just
going to recognize the person who was here
yesterday that | missed, and that was
Twila -- I'm not going to say her name
right -- Etchinelle, of Tulita, and | just wanted
to say that | missed her and I'm sorry | did.
Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Madam
Premier.

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. I'd like to recognize the page
from Range Lake, Ace Jumbo-Murdoch, and
we're really excited to have him in the House.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in
the gallery. Minister of Housing.
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HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | would like to recognize two pages
from my riding, Kora Ann MacCauley and
Perry Pierrot from Fort Good Hope. You've
done an awesome job this week, and mahsi
and safe travels home. Mahsi.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in
the gallery. Member for Yellowknife North.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
I'd like to recognize the page from Yellowknife
North, Mr. Logan Doll. You're doing a great
job, thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in
the gallery. Member for Frame Lake.

MR. O'REILLY: Madam la Presidente. | wish
to recognize a couple of pages from the Frame
Lake riding, Kayden Halliday and Deagan
Lacome. Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in
the  gallery.  Acknowledgements. Oral
questions. Member for Nunakput.

Oral Questions

QUESTION 1206-19(2):
YOUTH PROGRAMS

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Today my Member's statement was
on youth, youth and sport in regards to the
communities, all 33 communities, getting, |
guess, a revamp and looked at again for
sporting events across our territory. But the
one I'm really looking at is the Beaufort Delta,
for our ridings. So I'm just wondering if
Minister Thompson would be able to find in
regards to -- | know we have the Arctic Winter
Games coming up in January 29th. I'm just
wondering if we could try to piggyback with
that sporting events with the monies that they
do have coming, are we able to use that to
bring in kids for other sport, younger youth and
young adults? Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Minister
responsible for Municipal and Community
Affairs.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank vyou,
Madam Speaker. So what the Member's
asking is to piggyback with Arctic Winter
Games. Arctic Winter Games are very -- trials
are very focused on the competition to get the
teammate up for NWT. However, the
opportunity, if communities want to work and
provide opportunities, these communities can
work together to provide that opportunity and if
they are able to put it in the same weekend,
they can do it. Right now the Beaufort Delta

recreation association does have money for
opportunites to give youth to have
competitions within the regions. So they can
have that opportunity. So if the communities
are willing to work together on that, and they
can reach out to Josh McDonald, our
recreation development coordinator. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Thank you for that, Mr. Minister.
We've been -- two years now we've been
getting through the COVID pandemic. Now
we're pre-COVID, I've been asking for this 18
months ago, in regards to trying to do
something for our adults, for our elders, for our
youth, our young adults. So | think that if the
funding is there, why aren't they doing it
themselves? Why do we have to come forward
and do the job for them? If they're able
to -- the monies that they do get, Madam
Speaker, for the territorial trials, it's territorials
before you go for the main -- for the Arctic
Winter Games. So it could be spread around a
little bit and making sure all communities and
all students that are able to come in to do that,
making sure they're able to come, the
commitment from the Minister for that. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank vyou,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Arctic
Winter Games trials are for the Arctic Winter
Games. lIt's like Team NWT. However, what
the Member is asking is there's opportunity to
piggyback on other regional events, other
regional opportunities, then that is something
that the regions and the communities work
together on. So the money is for the
communities to decide how they want to do it.
We as the government and we as the
department don't tell them well, you got to do
hockey, you got to do this. Again, the
recreation association, the communities work
together, come up with a plan to do what they
want to do.

Unfortunately, COVID had an impact on us
previously, but we are starting to work
together. And so if the Member wants to reach
out to me, and we can sit down and have the
opportunity to talk with the recreation
development coordinator and with his
communities and see what we can do, work
with Sport North, Aboriginal Sports Circle.
We're willing to work with the communities to
see what opportunities are available for the
residents, for the youth. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | think what we have to do -- | look
back, back in the 90s when we were younger,



Page 4738 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD

October 20, 2022

when we were able to travel around with the
education, through the education system,
having, like, a -- putting it into the schools and
having a -- if you're good attendance and if
you're able to go with your attendance to give
them incentive to go to school, to do travel.
And that's what they used to do with us. And |
think with the education, | think with
the -- would the Minister be interested in
working with the Minister of Education on this
as well? Thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'm more
than willing to work with whoever we can get
our youth engaged on, whether it's the
education system, whether it's the schools and
communities, the local sports groups. | do kind
of disagree with the Member about making
sure attendance and that. Sometimes the only
reason our youth are coming to school is to be
part of the sporting team. | can tell you from
my experience as a coach, we lost youth
because they didn't make -- didn't have their
attendance. It wasn't 70 percent. It wasn't 60
percent. And what did we do? Those
youth -- when we went and travelled, those
youth were making bad choices. So if the
youth are wanting to be part of the team, |
think we really need to work with them and
work with the system to get these youth
engaged, because once we got them hooked,
as the Member said, once you're hooked you
want to go to school. You want to be engaged
into the sport recreation activities afterwards.
So I'm more than willing to -- make a long
answer shorter, I'm more than willing to work
with the Minister and the Member on this.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Final supplementary. Member for Nunakput.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Yeah, | just -- for myself, |
think -- like | did last week, you know, | called
everybody out on suicide prevention. Now it's
the same thing but it's in a different light we're
using. We're using our youth now to give them
opportunity. We don't give them -- they're
pushed to the side, you know. We have to stop
this in regards to making a way for them. We
can't just say oh, youth are our future and not
do nothing for them. We got to stand up for
them and let -- in this House, and do
something for them instead of just lip service.
So | will be talking to the Minister, and | look
forward to working with both of them to get this
happening for this year. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | can tell

you the Department of Municipal and
Community Affairs is not doing lip service. We
have youth contributions. We have youth core.
We have youth centre initiatives. We also have
children and youth resilience program.
Youth -- the regional sports programs. And,
you know, the NWT Youth Ambassadors. And
we're also working on developing a youth
strategy. So we are actually taking it to
committee of Cabinet within the next month.
Then we're going to bring it to committee to
have that conversation. It's part of the
youth -- our youth strategy, but it's also part of
the suicide prevention strategies we're talking
about, the Member's talking about. So |
appreciate the Member's passion. | greatly
appreciate his willingness to come bring this to
the forefront, and | will work together with him,
| can guarantee you that. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Member for Hay River South.

QUESTION 1207-19(2):
HAY RIVER HARBOUR AND CHANNEL
REVITALIZATION

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, the restoration of
the Hay River Harbour and Channel is not just
a Hay River matter as it impacts all of our
communities along the Mackenzie River, along
the Arctic Coast and into the High Arctic. It is
important that this government seeks support
from all persons, businesses, fishers,
communities, and Indigenous governments
relying on access to the safe navigable
harbour, community resupply, and
transportation services, to have the federal
government support this initiative.

Madam Speaker, before we head home for our
mini session break, | would be remiss if | did
not ask questions on the Hay River Harbour.

We need the harbour to be safe and
operational so that goods can move safely up
the valley to communities along the river and
into the Inuvialuit settlement area. Madam
Speaker, can the Minister of Infrastructure tell
me what progress, if any, has been made
since | last questioned her in the House.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Minister of Infrastructure.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | can agree with the Member that
renewing the Hay River Harbour is very
important to the residents of the Mackenzie
Valley communities as well as the Inuvialuit
settlement area. | can also tell the Member
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that since we last spoke, an interdepartmental
committee is being struck to be able to start
the work on putting together the information
that is required to get any necessary
permitting in place, ultimately building a
renewed proposal to take to the federal
government. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, that is good to
hear. I'm glad to see that at least something
was done in the last week. Finally we may
have a Minister that will do what others before
her were unable to accomplish since 1995.

Madam Speaker, can the Minister outline what
the timeframe is for getting this information
together in the form of the business case and
forwarding it to the federal government for a
funding decision? Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. I'll take any compliment | can get
right now. So, Madam Speaker, so right now
the department's effort is focused on
addressing some of the needs of the residents
in Sachs Harbour. So | take this opportunity to
assure the Member from Nunakput that, you
know, that is a priority for us. Having said that,
once we are done, we can put additional
resources to put -- to the post-mortem of the
MTS 2022 sailing season of which continued
operation of the Hay River's harbour is a
factor. So | can't commit to a definite timeline
but be assured the Member -- | want to be
assured to the Member that work is underway.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. We have four days off so hopefully
when | ask her next week, we'll have made
more progress.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. As the Minister's
pointed out, it will be very important, but
hopefully not imperative, to get the federal
government onside to secure the funding
necessary for the renewal of the Hay River
Harbour. Madam Speaker, can the Minister
outline the efforts to date to engage with the
federal government and the necessary federal
Ministers? Thank you.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. So as of right now we are preparing
material to bring forward to Cabinet, the
Premier, and Ministers to use in any
engagement with federal Ministers where the
opportunity to be able to discuss the need to
ensure that the Hay River Harbour is
operational. I've recently wrote to the Minister
of Transportation as well as the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans on the need to make

sure Hay River Harbour is operational to be
able to meet the needs of Northerners. Once
we have done a post-mortem on the MTS
2022 shipping season, | will be engaging with
the applicable Minister in person. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Final supplementary. Member for Hay River
South.

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. And hearing her say post-mortem,
I'm thinking MTS might be dead.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. | encourage the
Minister to keep pressure on the federal
government, seek support of stakeholders,
and stress the importance of the Hay River
Harbour in moving goods to the residents of
the Mackenzie Valley and Inuvialuit settlement
region.

Madam Speaker, for my last question is the
Minister willing to come to Hay River and hear
firsthand the concerns that Hay River
residents and stakeholders have on the
continued operation of the Hay River Harbour
and the need for immediate action? Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Just say yes? Thank
you, Madam Speaker. So as the Member
knows, I've already accepted an offer from
both the two MLAs from Hay River to be able
to go, not this weekend but next weekend, of
October 29th and 30th. So | look forward to
meeting with some of the residents to be able
to discuss the need to remediate the -- I'm
getting Sachs, Hay River Harbour. So thank
you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Member for Thebacha.

QUESTION 1208-19(2):
HOUSING POLICIES

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, can the Minister of
Housing NWT explain why constituents would
receive inconsistent information from officials
at the South Slave district office versus
officials at the local housing authority in Fort
Smith? Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Minister for Housing NWT.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. And thank you to the Member for the
question. The local housing authorities, they
run under a service agreement that is provided
by Housing NWT, and they operate under our
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policies. Unfortunately, in the last couple of
years we weren't able to provide training to the
local housing authorities but we've just
recently completed workshops with the district
offices, the LHO managers, and we are going
to be also providing a workshop for the
maintenance employees as well too that run
under the local housing authority. We did have
issues with this office in the past before, and
I'm willing to send the officials into the office to
provide further training and further distinctions
on consistent information that should be
provided to our tenants. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, can the
Minister explain the reasoning why a
destroyed and unlivable house would be used
against someone who is applying to public
housing? Thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Homeowners are not eligible for the
public housing programming. But if those units
are deemed not repairable, we do make
exceptions with the local housing authorities
as well too. And if their income levels exceed
for the programming for public housing, we do
make exceptions for market housing. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, can the
Minister explain why Housing NWT had failed
to reach out to my constituents once their
destroyed home was sold and the property it
sat on was sold so they could adjust their
rental agreement and enter public housing?
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. And you know, | just wanted to
comment that when these units are sold, we
don't necessarily keep track of all of the units
that are -- private homeowners that are selling
their houses in the community. But | can have
the LHO office reach out to the individual as
well too. But right now, I'm assuming that the
individual is housed in our market housing
units right now but is just not eligible for public
housing. | will follow up with the Member.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Final supplementary. Member for Thebacha.

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, will the
Minister commit to initiate the process of an
independent oversight into my constituents'
housing situation, to understand all information
regarding the rental agreement they have with
Housing NWT, and fix this unnecessary
situation for two elders who should not be
penalized by this government? Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | look forward to following up with the
Member. It sounds like the circumstances for
the individuals have changed. We are
currently under a policy review as well too, and
I will commit to looking at that file. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Member for Tu
Nedhe-Wiilideh.

QUESTION 1209-19(2):
MANDATE COMMITMENTS

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. You know, for the last week or two
weeks here now, l've been raising issues
about housing in our communities and what
I've been hearing from this government is
basically there's no commitments; they're
just -- for me, | hear what's been said to me is,
more or less, | heard that before; | heard it for
a long time.

So | did have questions, Madam Speaker, is
that my question is to -- when | was doing my
Member's statement, | was a little taken aback
that there was a "nay" coming from the
Minister of Health, and my question was to the
Premier. | have a lot of questions for Health;
that will be next week.

In the mandate status report, 65 percent of the
commitments are identified as in progress for
the Premier's statement in her message,
within the document, that the majority of the
commitments identified as in progress or on
track to completion. Can the Premier clarify
her statement as to what "majority" means in
this context on the 65 percent commitment. Is
it 65 percent, or isn't it? Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Honourable Premier.

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. I'm kind of wondering if other
Members besides myself wonder if we could
turn back time, knowing that we'd be hit with
the pandemic crisis never seen in our lifetime
and lasting around two years, would we still
have defined 22 priorities for this government.
However, in saying that, despite the
challenges over the past two years, we
continue to work to achieve the majority of our
commitments by the end of our term.

The Member is correct, that 65 percent of our
commitments were in progress in our February
2022 status report. At that point, we had
fulfilled 23.5 percent of our mandate
commitments. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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MR. EDJERICON: Thank you. Thank you,
Premier for your answer, and | appreciate that.
And | understand that, yes, we've been
through the pandemic and we're hitting the
ground running again.

Can the Premier update the House as to the
exact percentage of mandate commitments
fulfilled? You said 23.3 percent. Also, can the
Premier advise the House if that 75 percent of
the mandate commitments in progress and in
planning will become completed in time
remaining before the next election? Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | think I'l combine two in
one. We've since completed, since the
February 2022 status report, we've since
completed another 10 percent of our mandate
items and moved out of the early planning for
another 3 percent. The latest numbers | have
for August 2022 are 58 percent of our
commitments are in progress and 34 percent
have been fulfilled. | don't have a firm
percentage on hand precisely to find a
majority, but the numbers show that we've
made significant progress between February
and August.

As for the 75 percent, as stated, COVID did
slow the progress but we're still working on
them. And I'm hopeful that the work in this
House and the work with our public service
and government partners, as well as Regular
Members, that we're going to achieve at least
75 percent of our mandate commitments.

Madam Speaker, it's not unusual -- even
though COVID hit, it's not normal that within
Assemblies that the last term of the
government to still have a significant high
percentage of in-progress work. New and
significant work takes time to plan before it can
be completed but we're actually quite pleased
with where we are. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. A reasonable person would say
concerning 50 percent or less of commitments
unfilled to be a failure to implement the
mandate. What are the consequences of such
failure if the government fails to deliver its
mandate? So within -- by the next session, you
will have good understanding of where we're
at. So thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Well, the consequence of a
government not delivering on its mandate is
really up to the public. It's up to the voters to
decide the consequences if we don't achieve
the results in this House. As | said, I'm

confident that we're going to be able to fulfill
the majority of our mandate commitments.
However, in honesty, Madam Speaker, | think
a lot of the public in the next voting will be
about the COVID, how we've related to
the -- how we responded to the COVID
pandemic, and that's not in our mandate but it
was the number 1 priority. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam
Premier. Final supplementary. Member for Tu
Nedhe-Wiilideh.

MR. EDJERICON: No, that's it, thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oral questions.
Member for Monfwi.

QUESTION 1210-19(2):
TREATMENT PROGRAMS

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this is part
of my question, okay. We all know Indigenous
people in the Northwest Territories are
struggling with alcohol and substance abuse,
grief, loss, violence, and intergenerational
trauma from colonization, residential school
and systemic racism. Many want to go to
treatment but are turning to alcohol and drugs
to cope because the NWT does not have a
territorial-based  treatment facility. The
overwhelming majority of the NWT residents
want, a territorial-based treatment facility. Why
doesn't the territory have a treatment facility
located in the territory? Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you Member
for Monfwi. Minister for Health and Social
Service.

HON. JULIE GREEN: The simple reason that
we don't have a treatment centre is because
they don't work. We have tried four times. The
effort to provide one treatment centre for all
the regions, languages, and cultures hasn't
been successful; people don't attend. And
what we found is by giving people options,
they attend in greater numbers than they ever
have when we had a facility in the NWT.
Thank you.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Okay, thank
you for that. Why doesn't the Minister listen to
the will of the people and develop a plan to
open a traditional Indigenous healing territorial
addiction treatment program? Can the Minister
provide data on the number of injuries or death
related to drugs and alcohol since 2013, since
the treatment centre was closed in the
Northwest Territories? Thank you.
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HON. JULIE GREEN: Yeah, thank you. | am
not exactly sure what the Member is asking
for. If she's asking for how many people have
been to treatment in that time, | can provide
that information.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Why doesn't
the Minister listen to the will of the people, is
what | said. This is what the people want. And
at the same time, can she provide the data on
the number of injuries and death related to
drugs and alcohol since 2013. So this is all
related to the territorial treatment facility in the
Northwest Territories. So that's what | was
asking for, thank you and that is not my
second question, so | am just replying to her. |
still have two more questions, thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, | don't have the
detail at hand that the Member is looking for
so | will have to return to her. Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you final
supplementary. Member for Monfwi.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Will the
Minister of Health commit to reopening an
addiction-based facility and treatment and
wellness centre in the Northwest Territories?

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you Member for
Monfwi. Minister of Health and Social
Services.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. No.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral
questions. Member for Yellowknife North.

QUESTION 1211-19(2):
BLOCK LAND TRANSFER TO CITY OF
YELLOWKNIFE

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
| am not actually really sure who is the lead on
transferring the land to the City of Yellowknife.
| think that MACA kind of writes the process
but then lands at the end of the day, you know,
has to do the work of getting it over there. So
my question is for | guess the Minister of
Lands on when we can expect the bulk land
transfer to the City of Yellowknife to be
complete? Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of
MACA.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Well, MACA
doesn't deal with that, Madam Speaker, but
the Minister of Lands, | guess that comes with
me here.

| can tell this House that the department has
been working with the City of Yellowknife to
discuss potential land transfers. We have also
worked, as MACA has worked with the city, to
come up with a bulk land transfer agreement
there. We are also in the process of finalizing
and MOU which outlines which lands the city
wants. So the city, when we first talked about
was the big chunk of bulk land and then they
realized it wasn't the bulk land that they were
looking, the big chunk, they were looking for
specifics to start out and so we got that
process going on. Again, it's also about
location of the land and what's available and
while this work continues, the Member must
be advised that the process for the application
to the city also involves our consultation, which
are obligations, which we need to work with
our Indigenous governments to work with them
on that. So we are working with the city. We
are trying to get them to identify the locations
and pieces of land that they want, and the
application process is in place and we start
going through that process. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
| have reviewed the Minister's department has
kind of created a process that any community
can look to if they want to go through a similar
process, and | appreciate that. | am just
wondering if we can get a bit more of a
detailed timeline for the remaining process,
you know, and the stages to transfer land. |
understand there is this land selection, we
need the City of Yellowknife to go and do that,
we need them to get back to us on an MOU,
and then there's a number of processes,
surveying and then ultimately transfer. But |
am just wondering if somewhere there could
be provided a detailed kind of timeline on the
steps that need to occur. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. As the MOU will include
specific parcels, we need to work with
Indigenous governments, as | said, to
undertake our consultation obligations, as |
said previously. And the House has heard me
say this, is we just need to do it right. We need
to make sure that we do everything right, so
we get the process done so we don't have any
challenges later on. After consultation, hearing
from Indigenous governments, we can then
finalize the MOU. | can say that we are hoping
to get the draft and consultation done by the
end of this year, not fiscal year but this year.
Calendar year. But | don’t want to pre-empt
the results of the consultation so unfortunately,
| can't give you a firm timeline to finalize the
MOU.
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During this time that | mentioned, the city
could still apply for pieces of land, certain
parcels, and then we will go through that
process to make sure that it is done properly.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Madam
Speaker. My understanding is that the YKDFN
is in support of this, in fact it is one of the steps
that is part of the boundary change where the
city of Yellowknife is actually agreed to take
land out of their municipal boundary and give it
to the YKDFN, because right now the City of
Yellowknife actually has quite a bit of their land
in their land withdrawal in their boundaries,
which | don't think is wanted or appropriate.

But | guess my question to the Minister is, you
know, we have a new council coming in and
they, this was very much an election issue as
it has been an election | think every single city
council for many years now. And | am just
wondering if the department can reach out and
give either the city or the new council, or the
Minister can, a bit of briefing about what has
been done so far, where the department's at
and where the city's at, because it is clear that
there is some misunderstanding and there is
probably some work to be done both by their
administration and our administration. But if
the Minister's department could just reach out
and make sure that this council is updated on
what the actual facts are, | think that would
help all of us. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you the
preamble to the Member's question saying
well, Yellowknife Dene is supportive of it, it's a
little bit more complicated than that and | don't
want to get into the House and have -- we
have to recognize the consultation process of
it and we are working with that. And the
Member is right there, there some Iland
withdrawals within the municipal boundaries
that Yellowknife Dene have interest in. But in
regards to his question, the department is
more than willing to meet with council. We are
more than willing to have that conversation but
we just need this new elected council to reach
out to us. We are more than willing to meet
with them, have that conversation and if, even
if the committee of SCEDE wishes to ask that,
have an update, we could have a technical
brief with them as well. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral
questions. Member for Great Slave.

QUESTION 1212-19(2):
AIRSHIPS USE IN THE NORTH

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, my questions are for the
Minister of ITI and, again, | want to thank her
for having that meeting. | know it was a tough
one to schedule. So, around the conversation
of airships with proper support and prototype
testing for airships could begin here in the
Northwest Territories in as little to two to five
years. So, can the Minister give us her
thoughts around the viability of the airships in
the North given our meeting. Thank you

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister
of ITI.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | don't
know that my thoughts are necessarily the
ones that matter the most. | am not going to be
the expert in the area but | was fortunate to be
joined at this meeting, staff, technical staff
from the Department of Infrastructure,
technical staff from the Department of
Industry, Tourism and Investment, and it
certainly was an interesting opportunity to
learn about all of the tremendous possibility
that could exist within the use of airships in the
North or other remote sites.

So, you know, as far as the viability, | think
there is a probably a number of challenges not
the least of which would be the infrastructure
to switch over to allow them to land for
instance. But, certainly, we're grateful to have
the conversation. The ideas can't get
anywhere if the conversations don't start. So |
am also going to extend my appreciation for
having the opportunity to meet with the folks
who are the experts in that area. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
And yes, | know | have not given the Minister a
long time to mull over the possibilities of
airships so | do appreciate that the department
and the Minister is open to this. And | guess
where | come from there's sort of two-fold
here, is that the airships could provide some
transportation solutions for us but they are
also an economic potential piece. And so can
the Minister speak around whether or not she
found that the applicability or the ability to
attract this type of work as an economic arm or
in the cold weather testing area, did she see
that as being something that was viable from
the conversation? Thank you.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, it is a
conversation that | will have to have more with
Minister Archie and my counterparts, her and
her counterparts, over in the Department of
Infrastructure, and then more importantly with
our colleagues over in the federal government
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and the Department of Transport. They are
responsible for regulating the airship industry
and that will be certainly a first point of call
before we are ever likely to get far head.

But to the extent that cold weather testing of
various aviation products is out and is of
interest to them, so once this idea does get to
the federal table, well, then, the Northwest
Territories has been a place where we have
had cold weather testing. Recent Korean
military helicopter testing brought | think over
60 people to the Northwest Territories for a
period of time and a fairly significant economic
investment. So, certainly share the interest in
being a place, that if it is going to be some
viability testing, then we would certainly want
to be at the top of that list. So, again, don't
want to miss opportunities and | am glad to
make sure that that conversation is had.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
The Minister kind of answered one of my
questions there so | am just going to go out a
little bit further here. Given that, you know, we
are really, and | get that this crosses two
departments so | am just going to ask the
Minister to bear with me, given that we are in
the phase now of talking about the airport
expansion at the Yellowknife Airport and given
that, you know, cold weather testing is an area
that we do want to be expanding, not only for
the airships but for others, does the Minister
see an option to have a cold weather sort of
testing area in the new airport? So | am not
saying just for this particular one but maybe
rather than having people just randomly come
and having to interfere with our regular airport
or have the airport work around them, we
could actually incorporate this into the design.
Is that something that the Minister sees as
feasible, or are we talking about land issues
and it's just not going to happen? Thank you.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, that is
something that would involve probably not just
one or two departments, probably multiple
departments. So, you know, | can certainly
commit to having a more detailed conversation
about that prospect with all relevant
colleagues over here and, you know, just
noting that it was clear in our conversations
when we had this meeting last week, there are
some particular infrastructure requirements
that are different for a dirigible than what there
might to accommodate a regular or more
traditional airplane. You know, but
that's -- again, that in and of itself isn't a
reason to not start having the conversation.
So, you know, the idea that this could be a
cold weather testing place, again, I'd be happy

to bring that back and bring it back to the
Member or to this House. It certainly is one
that we had some good success in thus far.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Final supplementary. Member for Great Slave.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Can the Minister commit to working with me to
try and get the Aviation Innovations
Conference to come here sometime in the
next couple of years? Thank you.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | think
NWT Tourism, who has a funding portfolio for
bringing up conferences, would probably love
to have that conversation. So let's commit to
having the conversation and seeing where that
can go. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Member for Frame Lake.

QUESTION 1213-19(2):
ELECTRICAL OUTAGES

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madam la Presidente.
My questions are for the Minister responsible
for the Northwest Territories Power
Corporation, and I'm not above giving
compliments. So my statement detailed the
September 11th experience of Yellowknifers
beset with a day-long series of six electrical
outages. So can the Minister say whether a
detailed investigation can underway into this
major collapse of electrical supply in our
largest community? Mahsi, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Minister
responsible for Northwest Territories Power
Corporation.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | could just say "yes" and sit down,
but | want to take this opportunity to apologize
to those impacted by the outages that
occurred. And | want to also take this time,
Madam Speaker, to go over a brief summary
of the investigation of the power outages that
happened here in Yellowknife in September.

So the first full system outage occurred at
about 5:30 on Saturday, September 10th. This
was caused to be high winds in the area that
brought a tree in contact with the transmission
line. The second outage occurred Sunday,
September the 11th at 11:30, and with the
system restoration began with a full diesel
backup. So high winds caused a tree to
contact with the transmission line. The third full
outage system occurred at 4:28. So the
electrical stability issues again made it difficult
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to restore the power using diesel. Workers
identified a transformer at the Jackfish
generating station was responsible for the
stability issues. And if was taken off line.
Madam Speaker, | think everyone realizes the
high winds that weekend were unprecedented.

| would like to thank the Northwest Territories
Power Corporation personnel that responded
to removing the trees on the power line and
finding the fault at the Jack Fish. | have more
detailed information on the investigation. | am
not going to go through it in full; I'm sure
people are pointing at the clock right now. But
thank you, Madam Speaker.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente.
| want to thank the Minister for her Minister's
statement. And, of course, she's free to table
more information about those outages if she
wants. But winter's coming on, and electrical
outages can become a threat to public safety
and property. So can the Minister tell us what
steps have been put in place to make sure that
the events of September 11th are not going to
be repeated where both the hydro grid and
backup systems failed at the same time?
Merci, Madam la Presidente.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | can advise that the Northwest
Territories Power Corporation conducts testing
and continually completes preventative
maintenance to ensure equipment is ready for
the cold winters that we experience every
year. Supplying electricity is complex, and it's
becoming more and more challenging with the
climate change. Like the high winds
experienced that weekend, Northwest
Territories Power Corporation is adapting to
this new environment. Changes have been
made to ensure backup diesel generation is
available if there is a disruption from hydro
generation. The Power Corporation also has a
vegetation management plan to be able to
remove any dangerous trees and complete
some brushing on the transmission and
distribution lines. Planned brushing on the
snare transmission line is currently being
completed. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente.
| want to thank the Minister for that. For some
years now, we've been in this interesting
situation where the board of directors of the
NWT Power Corp are made up of deputy
ministers from our government. So can the
Minister tell us whether there are any plans to
return the utility to a publicly-run entity, maybe
before the end of this century. Mahsi, Madam
Speaker.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Having deputy ministers serve as

members of the board has helped to ensure
alignments with the NTPC's work and planning
as the utility with broader energy priorities for
the Northwest Territories. While some cost
savings to repairs may be achieved by having
this board of volunteers, there is a cost in
terms of deputy ministers' time and focus. And
there are also other options that might be
preferred to keep work aligned where it makes
sense to be. Northwest Territories Power
Corporation, for example, should continue to
work with the GNWT on maximizing
opportunities for investment in capital,
particularly where this can help avoid costs
passed on to the ratepayers, Madam Speaker.
While I'm not going to commit to the outcome
of the questions, | have committed to engaging
with Regular MLAs and having questions
around the board of directors answered by the
end of this Assembly. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Final supplementary. Member for Frame Lake.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente.
| want to thank the Minister for that. There was
a lot to unpack. I'm not going to take her on
with much about what she said there but |
know | can't really talk about the Public Utilities
Board here with regard to the outages, but can
the Minister tell us whether the NWT Power
Corporation is required to provide any
information on outages, their causes, and
actions to prevent further outages to the Public
Utilities Board, and how can that information
be compiled and communicated better to the
public as well? Merci, Madam Speaker.

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Yes, utilities are required to report on
reliability and quality of service to the Public
Utilities Board through the general rate
application process. So this information is
readily available on the Public Utility Board
website -- on the Public Utility Board's website.
While the information required by the Public
Utility Board categorizes outages caused by
location, duration, frequency, through the open
and transparent GRA process, customers,
along with the Public Utility Board ask
questions on historical outages and what
actions are being done to be able to reduce
the duration and frequency of future power
outages. The Northwest Territories Power
Corporation informs customers and the
general public of any planned outages, also
does the same for any unplanned outages
through our social media platforms, also
through news releases, media interviews. So
we do respond back. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.



Page 4746 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD

October 20, 2022

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Member for Kam Lake.

QUESTION 1214-19(2):
AURORA COLLEGE AS NURSING
RECRUITMENT TOOL

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, my questions
today are for the Minister of Health and Social
Services. I'm wondering if NTHSSA will
consider funding Aurora College nursing
student tuition for southern students who want
to study and work in the NWT as a means to
attract new nursing students? Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Minister of Health and Social Services.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. This year, the health and social
services system is offering a Health and Social
Services bursary program which will provide
bursary funding to Indigenous and northern
students to help support them as they pursue
a career in health and social services. We are
targeting that group of students because we
believe there is greater opportunity for
retention.

It's just worth noting that the Aurora College
currently has an intake in the nursing program
of 30 seats a year. The majority of them are, in
fact, from the NWT, or have lived here for
some period of time before that. So what | take
away from this is that we are set up to do
exactly what the Member is asking. Thank
you.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker. So Madam Speaker, | agree
with the Minister 100 percent. There is much
more retention for people raised in the North to
stay and to work as nurses in the Northwest
Territories. Given that there are 30 seats a
year within Aurora College for nursing
students, does the Minister know or are they
currently lobbying Aurora College to increase
the number of seats that are available to
nursing students a year, and does Health and
Social Services plan to expand the bursary
program that they're currently offering to
northern students to southern students as well,
given that we are in such a national shortage
of nurses? Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, | don't have any
information that the nursing program is
oversubscribed and that people are being
turned away. What | can say about the bursary
program is it hasn't been offered before so we
have no information on the uptake. So | think
the idea is to, first of all, work with Indigenous

and northern students and then expand given
the results of the initial offering. Thank you.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'm wondering if
Health and Social Services will commit to
providing conditional employment contracts to
potential nursing graduates in January before
they are headhunted by other jurisdictions? In
speaking with past graduates, they have noted
that quite often in the month of June they are
receiving casual contracts and are really
having to put their faith in the GNWT to get
around to providing indeterminate contracts to
them. And so I'm wondering if we can bump
this up to really make sure that we're not
losing nurses to other jurisdictions. Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Department of
Finance staff, I'm told, will be meeting with the
graduating class of licensed practical nurses
next week to discuss the benefits of working
with the GNWT. And in addition, NTHSSA and
human resources staff will be meeting with the
current college nursing students, set to
graduate next year, on November 29th and will
provide conditional job offers at that time. The
trip from conditional offer to indeterminate
position involves making sure that all the
requirements of the position are filled, such as
graduate certification, successful completion of
national certification, and achieving the
registration requirements. Once those are all
in place, the person is offered an
indeterminate job. Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Final supplementary. Member for Kam Lake.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker. And thank you to the
Minister for that. | know that Regular MLAs will
be watching for this to make sure that this
does happen because it's really important to
both the students and MLAs, that we're able to
retain the students who are trained here at
Aurora College and have most likely grown up
here in the Northwest Territories as well.

Madam Speaker, currently public servants are
being denied education leave for nursing as it
does not fulfill their home department's
mandate within the government. And so I'm
wondering if Health and Social Services will
work with the GNWT to create an
all-of-government approach to education leave
for public servants who want to pursue nursing
careers and who want to pursue studies within
Aurora College? Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. It's my
information that the Department of Finance is
reviewing the education leave program at this
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time and more detail is available from that
department. Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Member for Monfwi.

QUESTION 1215-19(2):
TREATMENT PROGRAMS

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Speaker. With reference to
the Minister's response to a previous question,
it is really sad because -- and unfortunate
because we have many people in the small
communities who are suffering with trauma,
especially -- with trauma experience especially
from all the loss, loss of life due to addiction.
We know that people want to heal and move
forward. So with that in mind, will the Minister
commit to a renewed approach and rebuild
effective and respectful working relationship
with Poundmaker's Lodge in order to renew
the service contract and ensure Indigenous
Northerners and communities have access to
their Creator, community, and
Indigenous-focused  treatment  solutions?
Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
Minister of Health and Social Services.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. There's
been issues with the contract with
Poundmaker's Lodge. They initiated the
cancellation of their contract and that takes
effect at the end of October. There were a
number of contractual issues that relate to
services not being delivered as contracted. I'm
personally disappointed that this relationship is
not stronger. | have met many people in my
life who have been to Poundmaker's and who
have been very satisfied with the services that
they've received there and have achieved
long-term sobriety, which | think is the goal
that we all are hoping for. So | have committed
to meeting with the executive director of
Poundmaker's to see if it is possible to resolve
the issues that are outstanding. And that
meeting will take place on Monday. Thank
you.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Well, | just
want to ask the Minister if she reached out
to -- you know, to them because the clinical
director of the program is in town and if she
wants to, | can arrange for the meeting to take
place. Thank you.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'm meeting with
the executive director on Monday. | appreciate
the offer from the Member.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
Oral questions. Written questions. Returns to
written questions. Replies to Commissioner's
address. Petitions. Reports of committees on
the review of bills. Reports of standing and
special committees. Tabling of documents.
Minister of Housing NWT.

Tabling of Documents

TABLED DOCUMENT 736-19(2):
PLAIN LANGUAGE DOCUMENT FOR BILL
56: AN ACT TO AMEND THE NWT HOUSING
CORPORATION ACT

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Madam Speaker, |
wish to table the following document: Plain
Language Document for Bill 56: An Act to
Amend the NWT Housing Corporation Act.
Mahsi, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you tabling of
documents. Minister responsible for Status of
Women.

TABLED DOCUMENT 737-19(2):
STATUS OF WOMEN COUNCIL OF THE
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 2021-2022

ANNUAL REPORT

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. | would like to table the
following document: 2021-2022 Status of
Women Council of the Northwest Territories
Annual Report. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you tabling of
documents. Member for Frame Lake.

TABLED DOCUMENT 738-19(2):
MOODY’S NEWS RELEASE —
DOWNGRADES THE NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES TO AA2, OUTLOOK STABLE

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Madame la Presidente.
| wish to table the following document: A news
release from Moody's entitled "Moody's
Downgrades the Northwest Territories to Aa2,
Outlook stable" dated March 9th, 2022. Mahsi,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you tabling of
documents. Notice of motion. Motions.
Member for Hay River South.

Motions

MOTION 62-19(2):
REAPPOINTMENT AND APPOINTMENT OF
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION MEMBERS,

CARRIED



Page 4748 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD

October 20, 2022

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Reappointment and appointment of
Human Rights Commission members, the
motion:

WHEREAS section 16(2) of the Human Rights
Act provides that the Northwest Territories
Human Rights Commission is composed of
such members, between three and five in
number, as may be appointed by the
Commissioner on the recommendation of the
Legislative Assembly;

AND WHEREAS the Human Rights
Commission currently has only four members
with a term of one of the Commission
members set to expire on November 2nd,
2022;

NOW THEREFORE | MOVE, seconded by the
honourable Member for Hay River North, that
the Legislative Assembly recommend the
reappointment of the following individual to the
Northwest Territories Human Rights
Commission effective immediately for a term
of four years:

e Mr. Yakub Adam of the City of
Yellowknife.

AND FURTHER, that the Legislative Assembly
recommend the appointment of the following
individual to the Northwest Territories Human
Rights Commission effective immediately for a
term of four years:

e Mr. Norman Yakeleya of the City of
Yellowknife.

Thank you.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you the motion is
in order. To the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been
called. All those in favour? All those opposed?
Abstentions?

---Carried

Motion is carried. Member for Hay River
South.

MOTION 63-19(2):
REAPPOINTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
ADJUDICATION PANEL MEMBERS,
CARRIED

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

WHEREAS section 48(1) of the Human Rights
Act provides for the establishment of an

adjudication panel composed of at least three
persons appointed by the Commissioner on
the recommendation of the Legislative
Assembly;

AND WHEREAS section 48(2) of the Human
Rights Act provides that the members of the
panel hold office during good behaviour for a
term of four years with the exception of the
first members appointed;

AND WHEREAS there are two vacancies on
the adjudication panel due to expired
appointments;

AND WHEREAS the Board of Management is
tasked with recommending individuals to the
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative
Assembly's prepared to make
recommendation to the Commissioner;.

NOW THEREFORE | MOVE, second by the
honourable Member for Hay River North, that
the following two individuals be recommended
to the Commissioner of the Northwest
Territories for reappointment as members of
the Human Rights Adjudication Panel
effectively immediately for a term of four years:

e Mr. Colin Baile of the City of Yellowknife;
and,

e  Mr. Paul Parker of the City of Yellowknife.

And further, that the Speaker be authorized to
communicate the effective date of this
appointment to the commissioner. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.
The motion is in order. To the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been
called. All those in favour? All those opposed?
Abstentions? The motion is carried.

---Carried

Motions. Notice of motion for the first reading
of bills. Member for Hay River South.

Notice of Motion for the First Reading
of Bills

BILL 58:
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
ACT

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker; | have two motions.
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| give notice that on Wednesday, October
26th, 2022, | will present Bill 58, An Act to
Amend the Legislative Assembly and
Executive Council Act, to be read for the first
time. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you notice of
motion for the first reading of bills. Member for
Hay River South.

BILL 59:
AN ACT TO AMEND THE ELECTIONS AND
PLEBISCITES ACT

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | give notice that on Wednesday,
October 26th, 2022, | will present Bill 59, An
Act to Amend the Elections and Plebiscites
Act, to be read for the first time. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you notice of
motion for the first reading of bills. First
reading of bills. Second reading of bills.
Minister for Housing NWT.

Second Reading of Bills

BILL 56:
AN ACT TO AMEND THE NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES HOUSING CORPORATION
ACT

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | move, seconded by the honourable
Member for Range Lake, that Bill 56, An Act to
Amend the Northwest Territories Housing
Corporation Act, be read for the second time.

The bill amends the Northwest Territories
Housing Corporation Act to continue the
Northwest Territories Housing Corporation as
Housing Northwest Territories. This bill will
also include consequential amendments to the
following statutes:

e  Charter Communities Act;

e Cities, Towns and Villages Act;
e Environmental Rights Act;

e Family Law Act;

e  Financial Administration Act;

e Hamlets Act;

e Ombud's Act;

e Public Service Act;

¢ Real Estate Agent Licensing;

e Residential Tenancy Act; and,

e Tlicho Community Government Act.
Mahsi, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you the motion is
in order. To the principle of the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been
called. All those in favour? All those opposed?
Abstentions? Motion is carried.

---Carried

Second reading of bills. Minister of Justice.

BILL 57:
MISCELLANEOUS STATUTE LAW
AMENDMENT ACT

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Madam Speaker, |
move, seconded by the honourable Member
for Yellowknife Centre, that Bill 57,
Miscellaneous Statute Law Amendment Act
2022, be read for the second time.

This bill corrects inconsistencies and errors in
the statutes of the Northwest Territories. The
bill also deals with other matters of a minor,
non-controversial, and uncomplicated nature
in the statutes. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.
The motion is in order. To the principle of the
motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been
called. All those in favour? All those opposed?
Abstentions? The motion is carried.

---Carried

Bill 56 and Bill 57 have had second reading
and will be referred to a committee.

Second reading of bills. Consideration in
Committee of the Whole of bills and other
matters, Bill 23, 29, 48, 52, 53, Committee
Report 33-19(2), Committee Report 34-19(2),
Tabled Document 723-19(2) with Member for
Deh Cho in the chair.

Consideration of Committee of the
Whole of Bills and Other Matters

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): | now
call Committee of the Whole to order. What is
the wish of committee? Member for Frame
Lake.

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.
Committee wishes to consider Tabled
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Document 723-19(2), 2023-2024 Capital
Estimates, with Health and Social Services
and Industry, Tourism and Investment and
Committee Report 33-19(2) and Bill 52. Mahsi,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Does
committee agree?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Thank
you, committee. We will take a short recess.
Mahsi.

---SHORT RECESS

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Committee, we've agreed to consider Tabled
Document 723-19(2) Capital Estimates
2023-2024. Committee, we will now consider
the Department of Health and Social Services.
Does the Minister of Health and Social
Services wish to bring witnesses into the
Chamber?

HON. JULIE GREEN: | do, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Sergeant-at-arms, please escort the witnesses
into the Chamber.

Would the Minister please introduce the
witnesses.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
On my left is Kyla Kakfwi Scott, the assistant
deputy minister. And on my right is Perry
Heath, the director of Infrastructure.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Committee has agreed to forego general
comments. Does the committee agree to
proceed to the detail contained in the tabled
document?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Committee, the Department of Health and
Social Services begins on page 38. We will
defer the department totals and review the
estimates by activity summary, beginning at
page 39, with administrative and support
services, with information item on page 40.

Health and Social Services, administrative and
support services, infrastructure investments,
$500,000. Does the committee agree?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Committee, please turn to page 41, health and
social programs, with information item on

pages 42 and 43. Health and social services
programs -- give me a moment, please.

Committee, going back to page 41, health and
social programs and information items on
page 42 and 43, are there any questions? Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. My
questions are regarding the wellness and
recovery centre which | believe is the shelter
that is planned to be built. Well, | guess it was
originally planned to be built kind of by the old
St. John's Ambulance there on what | believe
is -- | don't know the streets in Yellowknife. So
can | just confirm -- well, whether that is the
location or whether -- | know there was a
request from the City of Yellowknife to put it in
the current location of the day shelter where
the trailers are but whether we have decided
on a location? Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. We met
with the City of Yellowknife. They've
expressed an interest in having the shelter
located near the old Northern Frontier Visitors
Centre, which is where the current day shelter
is. There's been no decision yet on that
location. There are a number of pros and cons
to each of the locations in consideration.
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Follow-up, Mr. Johnson?

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair.
Can | get -- well, this says 2024-2025 for
completion, you know, which | assume would
mean construction, you know, next fiscal,
probably pretty soon. Can | just get an update
of when the estimated completion for this
project is or whether we're on track and on
time, on budget. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.
Yes, Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Mr. Chair, the budget for this project has
changed and the completion date has
changed, and Il ask my colleague Perry
Heath to provide some additional detail. Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. It's our
hope that once the location is finalized, we'll
be in a position to finalize the design on this
facility early in the next fiscal year, or
potentially even late this fiscal year. We would
expect that, again, once the location is
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determined, it will be a duration of
approximately 24 to 36 months to go through
construction completion.

Again, the Minister did make discussions
about the overall cost of this project, and we
are currently in conversations with Canada
under the ICIP program for funding and
awaiting decision. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yeah,
okay, | heard, you know, up to 36 months for
construction. So | imagine that this -- even this
2024-2025 in the capital estimates here is
probably ambitious. So it seems there's some
issues with the cost. Is there any hope | can
get an estimate of what this building is going to
cost? Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. There
are a lot of unknowns at this point because the
location has not been fixed. We know a lot
about the 51st Street location, but the
Northern Frontier Visitors Centre location has
a number of challenges. And for additional
detail, I'll ask Mr. Heath to fill in.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. It's no
secret to anybody that the Northern Frontier
Visitors Centre site is probably one of the most
complex geotechnical locations in Yellowknife.
There is one -- in one location, there's
probably three or four feet of permafrost. In
another location, there's probably 110 feet of
permafrost. As you can probably imagine, that
makes it very difficult to come with a
construction estimate when you are trying to
figure out the lengths of the piles. We would
have to do an extensive investigation before
we could finalize exactly what that ledger
would be. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. | see that there's
potential for ICIP funding, and | heard that we
were making a decision there. Can | get a
somewhat answer of how much ICIP funding
we're expecting, and if we can't get a dollar
amount, is it a 75 percent expectation of
capital funding? Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Mr. Chair, the issues are, as Mr. Heath said,

that without knowing which location is the final
choice then it's very difficult to estimate the
project cost but this is a 75/25 project.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Always
happy to hear 75/25, 75 cent federal
infrastructure projects, especially for social
infrastructure. That's a good job if we can
accomplish that. | guess | see that there is $26
million for large capital projects. You know,
can someone tell me how much money that
the department is currently asking the
Assembly for presently? | get we don't have a
final cost but my understanding is by asking
for this money, we're going to go borrow it for
a project that has not secured federal funding,
has not selected a location, and whose
estimated completion date is inaccurate in the
document in front of me. So how much money
is the department currently asking us for?
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. This
project was recent -- it was originally
considered to cost in the range of $10 million.
The new cost is unknown. | agree that that
may not be an easy sell for the federal
government but until the location is sorted out,
we are not able to firm up the cost. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. And my
understanding is that we've actually awarded
some contracts and some of this has already
been tendered for the original location. Do we
have a number of how much money we have
already spent to date on this project?

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr.
Chair. It's true, there's a design contract that
has been awarded for the 51st Street location.
And for additional information on that, I'll ask
Mr. Heath to provide.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, we
went through a public procurement and hired a
local architecture firm to do the design. The
estimated value of that design contract is
$650,000. It was awarded publicly, and we are
approximately one-third spent.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Johnson.
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MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, thank you. You know,
when you spent a couple hundred thousand
dollars on design for a building in one location
and then the whole other location goes up, you
know, it risks hundreds of thousands of dollars
in taxpayer money being spent on nothing. But
| guess can we just get an update on when we
expect a final decision to be made on
location? Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. We
own the land. We have a technical
assessment and an environmental
assessment of the 51st Street location. The
design was initiated on that basis. The city has
asked us to reconsider the location, which
we've said we're going to do. But at this point
there are quite a number of unknowns, such
as whether we can access the land to do
feasibility studies, geotechnical studies, what it
would cost to purchase that land, what kind of
redesign would be necessary as a result of
that purchase, so there are some substantial
unknowns at this point. And it's not entirely
within our control. The land is for sale by a
private individual and access to the land is up
to him. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. |
beg committee's indulgence; if | can just have
a minute.

Mahsi for that. Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. First,
could | just get a clarification that the GNWT
does not own the land that the current visitors
centre is on -- or sorry, not the visitors centre
but the current location of the -- and I'm going
to call it the wrong shelter, which the
temporary shelter that was on the site of the
old visitors centre; we don't own that land?
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
I'll ask Mr. Heath to answer that, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So just a
little bit of a point of clarification. The Northern
Frontier Visitors site is Commissioner's land.
The property directly adjacent to the Northern
Frontier Visitors site, which is more favourably
geotechnically, is the site that, to achieve the
same goals as being located on Northern
Frontier Visitors site but not be on one that is
as geotechnically complex, our preference

would be to secure that piece of property. And
we do not own that property, it is
privately-held. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you. So it's fair to say
if we choose the location of the temporary
shelter now, we would be looking to purchase
the lot next to it and expand over that, sort of
do a lot -- and | see a nodding so | don't bother
to go back.

That being said, my question actually was
around the geotech for the old visitors centre
lot. It does kind of change now that | know
that. But is there a potential to use old reports
from when they were looking at the
geotechnicals because the visitors centre was,
you know, sinking or jacking up out of the
ground, and | know they did some
investigation at the time. So is there a
possibility of doing a less intensive
geotechnical by doing a bit of a desktop study
and incorporating the older geotechnical
reports? Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you. I'll ask
Mr. Heath to answer that question.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. We have
looked at those reports and went through
extensively looking at that. The complication is
the foundation system utilized previously was
not successful and so the rationale and
methodology that was employed in previous
reports from previous designs could be
determined as slightly vulnerable. The
technology around building and in securing
foundations in permafrost, as the Member is
probably acutely aware, has evolved in the last
few years, and if we were to develop on that
site we would want to use the most recent and
best technology to do it, which would require
us to do new geotechnical studies. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you. Which would be
great news for all my former colleagues there
that would love to get that work. But now that |
am aware that it would be involving the
purchase of the lot next door, | have to caution
or just a bit of a comment is that there are two
contaminated sites right in that location. Both
the Esso -- old Esso location and the old YK
Motors, there is no way that the YK Motors site
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would not be contaminated due to the fact of
the presence of the old gas station, which |
know that I'm just speaking to the -- what the
department already knows but thought it might
be worthwhile clarifying. However, that being
said, | do prefer the location being over there
and not at the 51st Street. And | just would |
guess want to make a comment that | don't
think that the studies done on the 51st Street
lot, out of that $650,000 pot, would actually be
necessarily a waste. At some point the GNWT
would look to be using that as an asset -- a
site for a building of some sort or some sort of
development, and therefore, any studies we're
doing in our core to, you know, better
characterize what the ground conditions are of
Yellowknife is not a waste in my opinion. So
that is more of a comment. And | don't think |
have any further questions. Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi,
Ms. Nokleby. Ms. Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr.
Chair. Mr. Chair, | guess, first of all,
congratulations to MLA Johnson. If you are a
Yellowknifer and you don't know street names,
it means you're properly acclimatized to be a
Yellowknifer.

My question is for the Minister in regards to -- |
just want an idea of why the Department of
Health and Social Services is requesting
money for a capital project that they don't
really have kind of secure handle on what
location's going to be used, what design's
going to be used, when it will be completed, or
what budget they're going to be requesting,
given that this does not fall in line now with the
new kind of capital budgeting processes
outlined by the Finance Minister where, really,
they're switching to wanting to be able to only
borrow money or use money or put money in
the capital plan that is actually going to be
used. And so I'm just wondering why the
department of health is putting this money in
here rather than, first, | guess gaining answers
to these questions and then coming back with
either during next year's budgeting cycle or
with a supplementary appropriation for funds
once they have more answers. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes. There has been
some investment in this project already. We
thought we had a secure location and a secure
budget for it. But much has changed in the last
year. And so that's my general thought on that
question. But I'll ask the assistant deputy
minister if she would like to add some
additional information.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Assistant deputy minister.

MS. KAKFWI SCOTT: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
This is, as the Minister said, it's a plan that we
have had in place and on the books. New
things have come up as considerations; one of
them being the impacts of COVID on supply
chain and pricing and things like that. So a
budget that we had in place for a project is
something that we need to take a look at. And
in the meantime, we've had a request to look
at an alternate location. We feel we have a
responsibility not to dismiss that request out of
hand. We need to give it its due diligence and
consider it. It is a complicated request, and so
it's taking some time and there are lots of
variables. But we are going to do that part so
that we're not proceeding with a plan without
having taken the time to hear that there might
be other considerations.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Ms. Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr.
Chair. Mr. Chair, my next question for the
Minister is in regards to the request for a
tractor for Hay River. And | just want to
understand why a health authority would need
to purchase a tractor and have one, | guess, of
their own rather than potentially hiring a local
contractor who owns a tractor to do whatever
they're going to do with that tractor. And I'm
just wondering if | can get more information on
that. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you we're
replacing the existing tractor rather than
adding a new tractor. But I'll ask Mr. Heath if
he wants to add anything more.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The
description of "tractor" might be a little bit more
complex. This is basically a small unit that they
use to keep the sidewalks and things clean
and they -- it's on like an as-and-when basis.
Having a local contractor on the beck and call
of every given minute has proven to be
complex, and it's been cost efficient, or | would
say more service-oriented for them to have
their own unit. The existing one is worn out
and as the Minister said, we're simply
replacing it through our evergreen program.
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Ms. Cleveland.
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MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr.
Chair. No, | appreciate that. | had visions of
nursing staff on top of giant front-end loaders,
so thank you for that.

My next question, I'm wondering if somebody
can help me out here. | just simply don't know
what 1300 BGSM or 1600 BGSM stands for.
So I'm just wondering if somebody can help
me out with that one. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, | think that's a size
by volume. And Mr. Heath can tell you what
that means in something more commonly used
like square feet.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Building
gross square metres | believe is the acronym.
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: No other questions. Thank
you so much.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Any
further questions from committee? | don't see
any. We'll go back to page 41, Health and
Social Services, programs, infrastructure
investments, $28,415,000. Does committee
agree?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi,
committee. Committee, please turn to page
44, long-term and continuing care services,
with information item on page 45. Any
questions from committee? | think we were
accommodating two Members that | already
saw them heading to the airport. They're
heading home. So that's the reason we put
this up here. If no one has any questions, then
| will move on with this. Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I'm just
curious to know, | note that we have four
projects here under the long-term care facility;
three are in planning. One is actually, I'm
guessing, into construction. Can | get an idea
of how much is going towards the planning
and how much is going towards that
construction Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you | said to
the Members for Thebacha and Hay River
South that they could forward their questions
to me. So these projects -- two of these
projects are impacted by the flooding that
occurred last year and this year. They were
planned for areas which flooded in the
respective years. So that has put some
uncertainty into the budget because the
location is not certain. The one that is furthest
ahead at this point in planning is the Inuvik
long-term care. And I'll ask Mr. Heath to
provide the specific answer to the Member's
question. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Our
corporate capital planning process allocates,
and this is not a hard and fast number, but
approximately 5 percent of the overall capital
budget in terms of planning and that's a needs
assessment operational plan, functional
program, schematic design, and we go as far
to getting a class C cost estimate. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you for that. | guess
then my next question is, it's my
understanding there's been some issues with
the ground for the site in Inuvik. I'm just
wondering if that's going to then drive up the
costs for the planning for that project, or are
we able to accommodate that in house? Thank
you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes. Mr. Heath, please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So the
overall planning budget in capital estimates is
sufficient to do the planning for the Inuvik
long-term care facility. We are piggyback off
some studies happening with the hospital.
There's geotechnical work going on there.
We're doing that work in concert with this
facility. And so basically any recommendations
that end up addressing some of the
foundations issues elsewhere in the
community will be applied to this facility, and
that's how we're able to accommodate. Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Nokleby.
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MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you | just want to say |
actually am really glad to hear that. When |
was doing geotechnical work before, because
the drill has to be mobilized into communities
and that's -- Inuvik's likely they drive it in, but
in other areas up in the Mackenzie Delta -- or
Mackenzie Valley, you have to barge them in.
So | just -- kudos to the department for trying
to, like, you know, make use of drill time and
engineers that have already been mobilized to
sites. So I'd like to see more of that. Thank
you, Mr. Chair. I'm done.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you for the
comment.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you I'm finished, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
cho. Mr. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So |
am just kind of -- now we have this new
approach to budgeting. You know, if you look
at the last three years, we spent $30 million,
$40 million, $40 million, $7 million this year. So
there's been a radical drop in spending on
long-term care. And then | look over at the list
of projects, and three are in planning.
But -- which | get is why there's way less
money here, | think we kicked some for
planning. But can | just get a sense of the -- so
this current fiscal that we're in right now, we're
spending $40 million, and | assume some of
the previous fiscal's carried over. But what are
we actually building right now for long-term
care? Like, what would that $40 million in the
current fiscal be getting us? Is it all the Hay
River facility that | see here being the only one
that's not in planning? Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you as |
mentioned, the site of the Hay River long-term
care, which is the old HH William's site,
flooded in the spring. And so there's a
question about whether that site is still suitable
for building the long-term care on. So that
location is now in question. In 2021, the
location that we had planned for the Fort
Simpson long-term care flooded. So that
location is also in question. So that's one of
the reasons that these schedules have been
adjusted. I'll just ask Mr. Heath if he would like
to add anything further to the Hay River

project, which was the project we thought was
furthest along. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The
majority of money currently being expended in
Hay River is actually for the demolition of the
HH Williams facility. We went to a public RFP,
awarded a contract to a local contractor for
approximately -- | believe it was $2 million for
that work. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, thank you. You know,
| -- sorry, this is perhaps me not understanding
how exactly capital estimates working. But,
you know, we have $41 million for the fiscal
we're presently in. | assume we are trying to
spend $41 million in this fiscal. But | don't
understand how we get to that number if some
of it is demolition, and there's risk planning. Is
there some other major project here? Or |
guess also what I'm asking is are we going to
spend $41 million this year on long-term care,
or is that number just completely unrealistic at
this point? Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, | think the missing
piece here is the Stanton Legacy Project,
which is partly a long-term care project. And
so I'll ask Mr. Heath to provide additional detail
on the spending on that project. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The
overall construction budget that spans over
multiple years for legacy was awarded for the
sum of approximately $47 million. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, okay. | think that does
answer my question. So, and the reason |
don't see that here is because the estimated
completion for that is this fiscal, and we are on
budget and on time for Stanton Legacy
opening at the end of this fiscal and spending
this $40 million or whatever the number -- 40
something million dollars that it costs, is that
correct? Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.
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HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, the estimated
completion time by the contractor is the end of
this calendar year. There will need to be a
commissioning period, and then the various
components that are occupying the
building - the extended care unit, the long-term
care beds on the third floor, and the Frame
Lake clinic, audiology, and rehab on the main
floor. Those will be phased in the next fiscal
year. So just as a reminder, this is the capital
budget. So there will be O and M costs that
will come in the form of a supplementary
appropriation. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: No further questions. Thank
you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair.
So | was on the same page, sorry, as MLA
Johnson. | won't fully repeat what he has said
but my concern is that three out of four of
these long-term care facilities are in planning
phases. The planning phase is estimated
completion of 2025 -- like, the year that is
under estimated completion, that's the
estimated completion of the planning phase, is
that correct?

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Mr. Heath will clarify that.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So for
Fort Simpson, Fort Smith, and Inuvik, what's
projected is the completion of planning which
encompasses needs assessment, operational
plan, function program, and schematic design,
and class C cost estimate. Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Ms. Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much. And
sorry, I'm having a hard time hearing Mr.
Heath at times. | don't know if we can turn up
his microphone; it could just be my ears, so |
apologize for that.

So my concern is that given that this is at the
planning stage, not the actual facilities will be
done at the estimated completion time that,
really, the soonest we're going to have
additional long-term care facilites in the
Northwest Territories would be the 2027-2028

fiscal year, which is another six years away
from now. And a lot of these facilities are
already late, | guess, or have been pushed
back from when they were expected. And |
have concerns about this given that one of the
priorities of this Assembly was aging in place.
And the infrastructure deficit of being able to
properly care for our elders right now is huge.
And so given as well that MACA has made a
commitment of completing new flood maps
this fall, is there any opportunity to advance
some of these estimated completion timelines
in order to see additional facilities in our
territory sooner? Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you the
Stanton Legacy building will have 72 beds
of -- 74 beds of long-term care. They won't all
open at once; they're not all needed at once.
But we anticipate opening 17 of them in the
next fiscal year. And the building will be ready
to have more beds phased in as necessary.
The project in Hay River in particular, had
there not been a flood this year, would have
continued on to a nearer completion. But
unfortunately, we have to wait until we know
what the new flood maps look like before we
select a location for that. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Ms. Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: Yeah, thank you very
much Mr. Chair. | guess in here, and | know
this isn't new information to the department,
but | think it need to be said, is, especially with
the state of the territory right now, our elders
and having elders in communities is so
important to community members and to the
mental health of community members and the
mental health of our elders and to the quality
of life of our elders. And so | think this
is -- making pathways for elders to be able to
age in place is incredibly important, and this is
a piece of that puzzle. And so | really do
encourage the department to please move
these along, | guess, as much as possible.

And in regards to Stanton Legacy opening up
and the beds opening up, can the Minister just
confirm what day they expect to be able to
move their first residents into Stanton Legacy?
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr.
Chair. Mr. Chair, I'm not able to give a date at
this time for the first resident to move in. What
| can say is that | can provide waiting list
information. The largest waiting list presently is
in the Beaufort Delta. It's 15 individuals. So
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there is a waitlist | think in almost every
location, except for Fort Smith, of somewhere
between one and 15 individuals. So obviously
we are interested in having the long-term care
facilities available.

Our commitment to aging in place has as
much to do with home care and supports
provided for people to stay in their own homes
as it does to put them into facilities which may
or may not be in their communities. So this is a
continuum of care that we're trying to provide
here, from supports in people's homes to
when they need 24-hour care to go into
long-term care. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Cleveland.

MS. CLEVELAND: Yeah, thank you very
much, Mr. Chair, and | appreciate that from the
Minister. | want to understand a little bit more
given that it seems like Hay River's our best
bet for long-term care outside of Yellowknife. |
want to understand from the Minister if their
intent is to move the facility because of where
the flood waters came to, or is it to redesign,
and if the Minister can confirm if the flood
waters came up to where the existing location
was expected to be, or what specifically is
needing to change because of the flood this
year. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, I'll ask
Mr. Heath to provide the detail on that.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Heath.

MR. HEATH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. There's
two predominant dimensions that's influencing
the decision around it. The first one is the
original HH Williams. The base level floor was
about three feet under water. And so if we had
built a new facility, as we originally intended,
the electrical, mechanical, kitchen, and all the
services, would have been three feet under
water. So very clearly, we wouldn't be able
implement with that design.

The other element was that facility was without
services for nine days, and when | mean
services, | mean power, water and sewer. It's
impossible to maintain continuity of a service
program if you don't have water or sewer and
power for a duration of nine days. The facility
was evacuated. It was originally evacuated in
part to the health centre, which remained
operational, and then eventually people were
evacuated outside of the community.

So our concern is striking a balance between
moving forward with a project on a schedule
that it's our preference to do it on, and striking
that balance between building a facility that we
can guarantee runs 365 days a year, and we
do not have to evacuate. So that's the
challenge we're up against. Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Jacobson.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. You
know, | just -- | would be remiss if | didn't say
anything. You know, I've been asking for
elders facilities in my communities, quality of
life for my elders, being shipped to Inuvik, not
being able to see family. You know, it's pretty
tough for the elder and pretty tough on the
family. And | made a comment -- some elder
made a comment to me. He said the only time
I'l see my whole family again is when | go
home in a box. That's not right. Unacceptable.
Quality of life for our elders, double standard.
Double standard for southern to northern. I'm
really -- I'm happy that you guys in the
communities that are getting more beds but
Inuvik getting more beds, that's just taking
members from my riding. Moving them to
Inuvik when we already pay a high cost of
living for travel for the airline tickets. They're
over $1,000. It's easier to -- it's cheaper to
travel from Yellowknife to Edmonton return
than it is to get a one-way ticket from Inuvik to
Sachs Harbour. It's really a double standard. |
really want this -- before, you know, we should
be planning smaller units going into the
communities where they're -- we're partnering
up with the community corporation to
make -- try to make it for all elders for aging in
place and not having such a double standard.
And it's really -- it's disheartening because | go
to the hospital in Inuvik, | see my elders there
that want to go home. Sad. But then we
go -- before there were 48 beds, now there's
24. | really am disheartened. Double standard
for the northern people of my riding in
Nunakput. Double standard for my elders.
Until something's done to work together with
this department and with this government, they
should be ashamed of themselves on that.
Thank you, Mr. Chair. Just a comment.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that, and bringing that up too. I'll allow the
Minister to reply if she would like. Mahsi.

HON. JULIE GREEN: Yes, thank you, Mr.
Chair. And | appreciate that the Member is
frustrated with not having a long-term care
facility in his constituency. In fact, most
constituencies in the NWT don't have
long-term care facilities because there needs
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to be a certain size of population to make them
cost effective.

What we've tried to do in places like Nunakput
is provide home care. We provide it
everywhere. But with a special focus in places
that are remote, like the communities of
Nunakput, to increase home care to enable
people to stay at home. But there comes a
point where the elders need 24-hour nursing.
And that's what tips them into long-term care.

To talk more about the department's
philosophy in situating long-term care, I'd ask
the assistant deputy minister of corporate
services and cultural safety, Ms. Kakfwi Scott,
to comment, please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Kakfwi Scott.

MS. KAKFWI SCOTT: Thank you, Mr. Chair. |
think it's -- it's hard to talk just about capital
because, of course, buildings don't exist
outside of the programs and services that we
offer in them. Long-term care is a really
important part of being able to provide the right
care and services for elders. It's not the only
thing that we are working towards. There's a
lot of engagement taking place right now on
the development of an elders’ strategy.
There's been lots of work on the continuum of
care for elders and seniors. Aging in place
really means that, as much as possible, we
want people to be staying in their home
communities. We want them to be in their own
homes with their own families and to have
access to the supports and services that they
need to stay there. When people get to a point
where they do need that 24-hour nursing care,
where they need to have supports that can
only be provided in a facility, it's important that
those facilities are in place and that those
beds are ready for people. So it's all
connected to each other. It's important that all
of that work is moving forward together and
that we're really thinking about where there
are gaps in the continuum of services and how
we can change our work to do that.

It's also something that we are developing, the
department's work in cultural safety that is
important. If people do have to leave their
home communities, if they need to be further
away from their families in order to receive the
health care that they might need, that we're
doing that as much as possible in a culturally
safe way and making sure that people still
have connections to the things that are
important to them about their families and their
cultures.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Jacobson.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you for that. You
know, home care, it works good until it's so
much pressure on the family that they have to
stay up 24 hours a day taking care of their
mother or their father or their loved one that
they're not going to want to let go. They're
going to push themselves right to the very end
until they have no choice, until they burn
themselves out. And that's the kind of -- that's
where we're from. That's where | come from.
We don't want to let our elders go because
once they're in Inuvik they're not going to
come home.

Like, you know, working, | did talk to the
Minister about this. | mean, I'm kind of off topic
but | did talk to the Minister about this, by
working  together with the community
corporations and the communities and with the
IRC. And then COVID hit, it fell short. But now
we got to get to that next level to provide four
beds, or four or five beds into a community
and be able to service everybody to age in
place. And, you know, it's -- if | know with the
federal government, with Inuvialuit Regional
Corporation, with our government, | think we
could build a four or five-bed facility in each
community of Ulukhaktok and Paulatuk and
Tuk and being able to take care of our elders
in place. And | hope we could go down that
road, Mr. Chair. Thank you

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): | didn't
hear any question there, so we'll take it as a
comment. Mahsi. Any further questions from
committee? All right.

Health and Social Services, on page 44, long
term and continuing care  services,
infrastructure investments, $6,989,000. Does
committee agree?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Thank
you, Members. We'll now return to the
department summary found on page 38.
Health and Social Services, 2023-2024 Capital
Estimates, $35,904,000. Does committee
agree? Member for Frame Lake.

COMMITTEE MOTION 300-19(2):
TABLED DOCUMENT 723-19(2): CAPITAL
ESTIMATES 2023-2024 — HEALTH AND
SOCIAL SERVICES - DEFERRAL OF
DEPARTMENT (PAGE 38),
CARRIED

MR. O'REILLY: Mr. Chair, | move that this
committee defer further consideration of the
estimates for the Department of Health and
Social Services at this time. Mahsi, Mr. Chair.
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
The motion is in order. To the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Question has been called. All those in favour?
All of those opposed? Abstentions? The
motion is carried.

---Carried

Thank you, committee. Is committee prepared
to move on to the next department? Agreed?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Thank
you to the Minister and her staff.
Sergeant-at-arms, please escort the witnesses
from the Chamber. Mahsi.

Committee, we have agreed to consider
Tabled Document  723-19(2), Capital
Estimates 2023-2024 for the Department of
Industry, Tourism and Investment. Does the
Minister of ITI wish to bring witnesses into the
Chamber.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Sergeant-at-arms, please escort the witnesses
into the Chamber.

Minister, please introduce your witnesses.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, on my left, | have the
deputy minister Pamela Strand. On my right,
Nina Salvador is director of finance.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Committee has agreed to forego general
comments. Does the committee agree to
proceed to the detail contained in the tabled
document?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Committee, the Department of Industry,
Tourism and Investment begins on page 46.
We will defer the departmental totals and
review the estimates by activity summary
beginning at page 48 with minerals and
petroleum resources, with information item on
page 49. Any questions from committee? Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you | see we have
$100,000 for the mineral and administration
and registry system, also known as the MARS
system. | believe this is the software
necessary to give us online map staking the

minute the regulations are in force. Can | get,
well, get confirmation that that's true and when
we can expect to have online map staking.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, that is, indeed, correct
that that is part of what MARS will be doing, is
creating the parameters by which there can be
online map staking. It is also part of the
platform that will allow for applications and
submissions to occur online, for map viewing
online, data analysis, a 24/7 availability. So it's
more than just the online map staking. And it is
tied, indeed, to the regulations. They're being
built together so that those who are developing
the platform know what it is that they are being
asked to develop.

At this point, we're -- I'd like to suggest we -- if
| could have another few more months to
answer the question, and the reason | say that
in terms of timeline is that by the spring, we'll
have a better sense of the timing on some of
the relevant regulations and their contents and
can then potentially making decisions on what
could be done to accelerate the delivery on the
online map staking. But, yes, looking for June
2023 to have an update on a final go live date.
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. I'm sure I'll ask
this question a couple more times to make
sure that's all on track and we can, you know,
finally be the -- well, get -- have every
jurisdiction in Canada have online map
staking.

| see you're asking for $100,000. I'm assuming
that this system costs a lot more than that. |
mean, it would be nice if it didn't. But can
someone give me the estimated total cost for
the mineral administration registry system?
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.
Mr. Chair, let me just direct that over to the
deputy minister, please. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Deputy
minister.

MS. STRAND: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So the
MARS project is not just what you see in the
capital estimates right there. It's a $4.2 million
program that's over three years. So the
subsequent year also has a very significant
number. Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you. Yeah, okay, | see
that. So we spent $2 million on it last year,
then it's presumably next fiscal we'll spend
another $2 million or so to get us there. Can |
just get a bit more information on this? Have
we secured a tender for it? Is
someone -- who's building us this, or -- yeah, |
don't know where you actually go to buy a
minerals registry system. Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. So there -- yes, you can actually go
out and buy these kind of systems, but it's
certainly not a small procurement that takes
place. Right at this point it is internal, and so
that's where you recall that there were
transfers as between the Department of
Finance, which is where ISSS, Information and
Shared System Services resides, over to ITI
so that internal work by GNWT public servants
can take place. It will ultimately go out for
contracting so that it can go to someone -- to
an entity that is specialized in the delivery of
the construction of a program like this. And,
yes, | think that's the answer. Sorry, Mr. Chair.
Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yeah, |
guess just my last question is there any
chance that the feds will give us any money for
this? You know, maybe it seems like
something CanNor would be interested in. It
certainly will have a big economic impact on
our minerals industry. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. | mean, Mr. Chair, at this point |
don't have -- | mean, this is, right now, the
budget that we have here is already underway.
So | can't say that I've received any particular
money from the feds on this particular project.
Now that said, you know, to the extent that
there's -- yes -- yes, at this point, Mr. Chair,
that's not where the funding is coming from.
So thanks. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Any further questions from
committee? Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. So | think |
heard a few things that | just want to
understand a bit better. So is there more

money, then, that's required to go to MARS on
2024-2025; is that correct? Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): This is
getting interesting. We're talking about MARS
and international space stations. Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Chair, I'd
suggest I'll direct it to the director of finance,
please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Director
of finance.

MS. SALVADOR: Mr. Chair, we have a $1.4
million budget for MARS in 2024-2025. Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks for that. And so
who's done the work then for the $2.176
million in 2022-2023; who's doing that work
now? Thanks, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. So, again, Mr. Chair, some of the
work that's occurring -- a lot of the work that's
occurring has, indeed, been done through
GNWT's public service. There are also some
contracts with the entity that's responsible for
LTOS platform, the Spatial Dimension
Canada, which is involved there. | can't -- |
don't have in front of me whether or not that's
the entire amount that was referenced by the
Member. But those would be the way that the
money has gone, as I've said again, that
there's the both internal funding that's been
used for our own staff as well as for, again, the
trimble which is through Spatial Dimension
Canada doing LT2 -- the LTOS portion. Thank
you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. So can |
get a breakdown from the Minister of who's
done what and how much it's cost us for this
project and right through to the end of it if
there needs to be projections. Thanks, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, let me -- I'll certainly take
that commitment away and just confirm that |
am able to, to the extent to which we can
break it down and that there's no running up
against any procurement concerns. But
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subject to that, | will provide that. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks. And if the
Minister needs to stamp "confidential" all over
it, I'll still be interested in seeing it.

So when this thing is finished, how much is it
going to cost us in terms of O and M on an
annual basis? Thanks, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. I'm not sure that we would
necessarily have a final on that at this point. |
mean, the system hasn't even been designed
yet. So | mean, | can only speak to it from the
perspective of knowing what happens over
with ISSS that there certainly is some O and M
that is associated with big technical projects.
But, again, at this point, we don't even have
the system actually designed. So it's
premature for me to take an estimate. Thank
you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. So is this
thing going to be run on a cost-recovery
basis? Thanks, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. So, Mr. Chair, determining any
associated fees with the new Mineral
Resources Act and the various processes
therein, then obviously determining the cost
associated is part of the development. So
point taken, that we could consider if cost
recovery is feasible. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. | don't
want to try to wander too far, but. So one of
the concerns I've raised about map staking all
along is how the fees are going to be set.
Maybe when the public -- the industry might
get to have a say. But to make sure that we
don't just end up in a staking frenzy and where
people are able to tie up land all over the place
for big periods of time and not commit to
actually do any work. So when are we going
to -- when is the department looking at setting
these fees, and how do we ensure that there's
a proper balance between what the
government gets and trying to encourage
exploration but also being sure people don't tie

up land and do nothing on it. Thanks, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, | did not plan to be
speaking to the Mineral Resources Act
regulations development. But perhaps in the
interest of getting some information, | will turn
it to the deputy minister, please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Deputy
minister.

MS. STRAND: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair. So
right now we are looking at what the rules are
for online map -- for the staking within the
MRA, and | think what we've seen in other
jurisdictions has not been a huge land grab
such as when Nunavut moved into the online
map staking world. So it's a balance between
the fees and what rules we have about
maximum acreages that you can stake, or
hectares that you stake, etcetera, etcetera. So
thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Mr. Chair.
Yeah, I'm anxious to hear more about when
that debate/discussion is going to start
because it hasn't so far, and can the Minister
tell us when it's going to begin. Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Yes, "discussion”, | think probably
better characterizes the process here. So, |
mean, again, there has been work being done
with the intergovernmental council and the
working groups there around the development
of all aspects of the Mineral Resources Act.
There is an open portal right now for people to
express if they have particular concerns or
particular questions, and particularly if they
want a more technical briefing that is certainly
a route by which to request that. And as we
obviously get further in on any of these various
items, we'll be bringing those to the standing
committees as appropriate as well. So, you
know, yes, in order to ensure that there's
proper fees associated -- and appropriate fees
are associated, that certainly will form part of
having -- of the ongoing process that we're in.
But, yes, Mr. Chair, at this point | did not
expect to be speaking to the mineral resource
regulations  development, so | don't
necessarily have my -- | do have a very
detailed Gantt chart. | didn't think to bring it
with me, Mr. Chair. Thank you.
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi

for that. | see no more questions from
committee in this section, if we can
turn -- we're on page 48, infrastructure,

investments $100,000. Does committee agree.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Committee, please turn to page -- we'll just
take a couple seconds here. Someone can't
hear me up there.

Committee, we're back; everything's been
straightened out. We're going to page 50,
tourism and parks, with information item on
page 51. And any questions from committee?
Everyone found their pages, committee? Page
50, tourism and parks. Questions? Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: | see that there's a
Yellowknife River day area accessible
boardwalk. Can | just get a couple more
sentences about what that's about. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Chair, let
me turn that to the deputy minister, please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Deputy
minister.

MS. STRAND: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So this
project is meant to provide accessibility to park
users. As you know at the Yellowknife River
day use area, you're pretty much limited to the
parking lot, and there is sort of a little trail that
goes down to the point, a foot trail. So it's
meant to accommodate wheelchairs and
provide more accessibility to a beautiful view
of Great Slave Lake. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mr.
Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: That's great, I'm happy to
hear that, very exciting. Il go walk the ftrail
when it's done.

My other question is | know that | brought this
up before, when you kind of reach the end of
Ingraham Trail, you hit Tibbitt Lake, and then
you kind of just hit an ice road, and often there
has been garbage, there has been the
shortage of parking. And, you know, | think a
lot of tourists they go drive the Ingraham Trail
because there's not a lot to do and, you know,
they want to go for a drive and then you just
kind of hit this area that ends in nothing. And
I've had requests for some sort of garbage
can. Perhaps an outhouse, perhaps a little
parking area. You know, | don't know -- | don't
need a full park, just a roadside pullout that

makes the end of the trail a little nicer. And |
know there's some signage. It's perhaps not
the type of signage | envision which is, you
know, something nicer acknowledging the
area or something. But anyway, can we get an
update on whether that is possible. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. So, Mr. Chair, because the
Ingraham Trail itself up to and including right
to the end, the area around Tibbitt Lake that
the MLA is mentioning, is not a park, the
Department of Industry, Tourism and
Investment doesn't have any sort of authority
or control over that space. To the extent that
there may be room for a pullout or parking or
some other sort of highway or roadway
facilities, that'll be a question to direct to the
Department of Infrastructure. As folks may be
aware here, and you'll recall the Department of
Infrastructure and ITI do often work together to
see that there is opportunity for facilities on
roadways and highways. So | will certainly
engage with my colleague in that regard.
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: No, I'll raise this during
Infrastructure as well. | know what
happened -- well, what happened now, since
we put a bunch of cabins out on Tibbitt, is that
everyone parks along the side of the road and
then a few years ago Infrastructure started
telling people you can't park on the side of the
road. So there's no parking. And this goes
back to, you know, perhaps inconsistent land
uses on the Ingraham  Trail. But
just -- anyways, Il raise this with the
Department of Infrastructure that I'm hoping
we can get some sort of small area so people
can park their vehicles and have a garbage
can. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): | take
that as a comment. Any further questions in
this section? Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Mr. Chair.
Yeah, further to my colleague from Yellowknife
North, I've spent several weekends out at a
friend's cabin at Tibbitt and at the end of the
road is a problem. There's no outhouse.
People are doing their stuff all over the place.
And the parking there, there's sort of a pseudo
boat launch and garbage is accumulating. It's
not very good.

You know, my colleague in the last Assembly,
from Yellowknife North, got a pullout at the Big
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Hill Lake trailhead across from Madeline Lake.
It's an excellent facility there now with a pullout
for parking, and it's actually quite well used.
Every time | go by, there's -- somebody has
got parked in there and | call it the Cory
Vanthuyne pullout. So I'm hoping that you
folks can work with Infrastructure to do
something similar because that's a very well
used area right now and needs some work.
Thanks, Mr. Chair. More of a comment.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Yes, Mr. Chair, | am also very
familiar with the pullout at Big Hill Lake, and so
| do know what is being, you know, referenced
here. That was, as | understand, quite a safety
issue. | can't speak for the Department of
Infrastructure and whether or when they would
decide to put a pullout elsewhere on the
Ingraham Trail. | can only confirm | will take
this away and discuss with colleagues -- and
I'm mentioning  the Department  of
Infrastructure but Lands also obviously is quite
involved given that there may have to be a
land usage and land planning issue depending
on the nature of where exactly we're talking
about putting something further. So as I've
said, obviously my colleagues are sitting here,
and we will have that conversation collectively.
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi,
Minister. Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Nothing further, thanks. But |
look forward to raising the issue with the
Minister of Infrastructure on her day. Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Any further questions from
committee? Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Mr.
Chair, | am just curious to know what's going
to happen at the Liard River ferry crossing day
use area. | had an opportunity to park my
vehicle there and was quite shocked at how
many cars park there in that area at the
crossing when they're choppering across. So |
am just curious how that will all get
incorporated and how large of a day use area
are we talking about. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, let me direct that to the
deputy minister, please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Deputy
minister.

MS. STRAND: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So, yes,
this area we know in the past has been very
heavily used, an important place. So the plan
for the Liard crossing includes the
development of a day use area that will
include six camp areas so that people can
have fire pits and picnic tables. We'll have
sighage along the highway as well to create
awareness of that fact, and it'll be right along
the river. And a water and woodshed will also
be built to offer travellers water or food for
cooking and enjoying their fire as well as
garbage receptacles. So the life for this park
improvement is supposed to be about
approximately 15 years. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you for that. I'm just
curious to know, then, is that up out of the
flood plain given what was happening with the
river. Has that been all -- I'm assuming has all
been taken into account but maybe if the
Minister or her department could speak to that,
that would be great. Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, | would also assume that
that scoping has been done, but | don't know.
So let me take that away, and | will make a
commitment to get back to the Member with a
public response on that.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. And |
just can't resist - what's going on with MLA
Semmler's outhouses that always keep getting
shot up, up in Inuvik, have those been
replaced this year? Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. | just want to make sure | have the
right park when | go to see which one this is.
But the deputy minister might now offhand
immediately which one it is so let me turn to
her, please.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Deputy
minister.

MS. STRAND: | don't have that on my
fingertips but what we have built into our
capital planning is making sure that we upkeep
the assets, such as the outhouses that might
have been vandalized or other factors. So it is
top of mind. And we are ensuring that that's
built into our capital plan annually. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.
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CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Nokleby.

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you for that. And | was
being a little tongue and cheek, so | do
appreciate the deputy minister and Minister
indulging me.

| guess my last question is just around
the -- oh, and I'm not going to say this
right -- the park renewable energy retrofits that
| can't say the first name of, in Inuvik. Thank
you. If | could have some more information
there. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. | believe we're talking about
Nataiinlaii park, but I'm again probably not
quite doing justice to the name. And, Mr.
Chair, with respect to that project, this -- it's a
full-service campground with 21 complete
camp sites, group camping, kitchen, shelters,
staff house buildings etcetera. And obviously
fuel costs are fairly significant, so looking to
install a solar panel system which should both
obviously be a greener source of power but
also be one that would be a lot less noisy and
then hopefully significantly less costly. Right
now we're looking around $4,000 a month to
operate. So that is a little bit of savings.

And, sorry, | think | may have missed one of
the residual questions. If | did, | apologize.
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Nokleby, was that it?

MS. NOKLEBY: Yeah, thank you, Mr. Chair.
Yeah, no, | just wanted to know what the
retrofit was. And | just want to say | think that's
super cool, and | hope that we'll see more
solar sort of arrays in our parks. Thanks.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Ms. Weyallon-Armstrong.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you.
I see in North Arm campground kitchen
shelter. | know it's been -- you know, they've
been working on it for quite some time. So |
just want to ask the Minister, are we on time to
complete this project?

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. So right now, Mr. Chair, this current
fiscal, there was, of course -- | shouldn't say of
course. There was a design process
underway. | believe that is on schedule in
terms of the kitchen shelter and the cultural

building. The next stage of it for the current
capital plan would be actual construction.
That's an amount that is proposed for
$450,000. So obviously that one will be
subject to whether or not there is a passing of
this budget, whether or not that kitchen shelter
is built or not in the coming here. Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Ms.
Weyallon-Armstrong.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you.
Another one, too, is that | know that they
mentioned quite a few times that tourism is,
you know, is important and that's what we
need. So I'm just wondering if ITI, you know,
wants to promote tourism, especially in the
North, and in Tlicho region we don't have
anything. So | know - and they're
building -- you know, | know there's visitors
centres quite a few places, especially in the
larger centres. And Tlicho region, Behchoko is
the largest Dene community in the Northwest
Territories. What we need in the Tlicho region
is a visitors centre. But | know that in the
past -- a while ago, Tlicho government asked
this Minister for an outhouse to be built on
Highway 3, or possibly on Tlicho Highway, and
they said, no, it was -- you know, and even
Tlicho asked that if they can partner up with
them and they can build them an outhouse.
That was not possible too. So | am just
wondering, like visitors centre, we can have all
those things. We can have a gas station. We
can have arts and crafts that's locally made.
And we can also have a washroom since they
can't build us an outhouse on Highway 3
because that Highway 3 is the busiest highway
in the Northwest Territories. And with the new
Tlicho Highway, | know there's -- so there was
a concern from the government itself so they
asked. So I'm just wondering, will the Minister
partner -- because | think this is a good
opportunity because they are always talking
about partnering with the Indigenous
government. So can they -- so | think this is a
good chance, this is a good opportunity for
them to, you know, to form this partnership
and build a visitors centre in Tlicho region.
Can they commit to partner with the Tlicho
government to build a visitors centre or
outhouse on Highway 3 or on Tlicho Highway?
Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. So, Mr. Chair, there's been no ask
to me with respect to any visitors centre. What
we do have, as I've said in the last response,
was that the North Arm Park, there's a
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significant amount of capital proposed to build
a kitchen shelter and campground, so would
very much like to pass this capital project first
to get that project underway and complete this
campground which has been built under the
Tlicho infrastructure cooperation agreement.
So it has gone through that very unique
process of working with the Tlicho government
with that agreement for the procurement of the
various parks facilities and would -- similarly
this kitchen shelter would be much the same.

With respect to partnering and working with
Tlicho government on, you know, tourism and
tourism capacity, Mr. Chair, we are very much
hoping that it would be the region who would
be the potential operators of the park facility at
North Arm Park. | would note in an effort to run
a pilot or in a training program this summer,
there was no interest and no uptake. We're
trying again this winter. So very much hoping
that -- perhaps I'll connect with the MLA. We
can get that information out to the region,
again wanting the region to be responsible for
this park. And, you know, also working with the
Tlicho government right now in terms of what
may or may not be happening at Whati falls
based on their government's direction.

So there is quite a lot of partnered work
happening with the region, with the local
government. You know, the idea of doing an
extra outhouse somewhere on the highway
when you are either half an hour to Behchoko
at most or half an hour to Yellowknife at most,
that hasn't been identified as a priority at this
point. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Ms. Weyallon-Armstrong.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Yes, yes,
thank you. | would like to sit down with her
and, you know, talk about this, and then
possibly with the Tlicho government to
promote tourism industry and regarding the
visitors centre as well, because now that
there's the all-season road going to Whati, you
know, visitors centre is necessary in Tlicho
region. It doesn't matter where it goes, either
in Behchoko or in Whati, but there is a road
there. So | really support that. And then |
would like this government to continue working
with the Tlicho government to support this
initiative. So, yeah, so that is good. It's a good
sign, | think it's a start, you got to start
somewhere.

So, yeah, so that's -- and another one -- but |
think that's on the next page and it's not on
this page as well. But it's the next one. But |
just wanted to make note | talked to -- | know
she's the Finance Minister but it's not on here,
but Tlicho -- north -- Tlicho region is still

identified part of the North Slave region. So |
just wanted to know -- and there's 20 percent.
It says that there's 20 percent of infrastructure
being spent in North Slave region. How much
of those are being spent in Tlicho region itself?
Tlicho region is not part of North Slave.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister,
we're on the -- and to the Member, we're on
Industry, Tourism and Investment, we're not
on the Finance department, we went through
that. But if you would like to address it, you
may. Mahsi.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, | think that is a question
that's looking at the entire capital budget that
is being proposed. So let me take that back
and when the Department of Finance is here,
that might be the time to attempt a more
fulsome response. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Ms. Weyallon-Armstrong.

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: No, thank
you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Any
further questions on tourism and parks from
anybody? Mr. Edjericon.

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
It's more a question but | was just thinking
about these projects that you already have on
the books here and after we looked at the
whole budget for this year and realistically this
is what you're putting forward and what guys
work on. | guess what I'm thinking is that we
don't know what's going to happen but in case
one of these projects don't get off the ground
or delayed for any reason or might be carried
over to next fiscal year, is there any way that
we could probably try to move some of this
money around so that we could probably top
off housing so that we are able to, you know,
continue to address the needs of our people in
our communities and housing? Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. We're on tourism and parks and we're
stealing money from other regions, but [l
allow the Minister to answer if she would like.
Mahsi.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, it's probably a response
that I'll want to have at some length outside of
the House but, yes, the Department of
Industry, Tourism and Investment has a set
amount that it goes towards small capital
particularly -- so for us it would be parks. If that
is last, and | don't -- or carried over,
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which -- you know, sometimes there are
projects that get carried over but, if anything, it
just winds up going to other ITI projects that
are then themselves underfunded. | don't
know that we tend to carry over a whole lot
within the Department of Industry, Tourism
and Investment, or lapse a lot within Industry,
Tourism and Investment, that is not restricted
funding. So there won't be much real
opportunity to say that there would be excess
money sitting in ITI. Even if there were, Mr.
Chair, it's not an obvious -- or it's not a
seamless transition to then take it from this
department, which has been approved here by
the Legislative Assembly, and simply transfer
it over to a different department without
coming back through the Assembly. So | do
appreciate the effort to find, you know, savings
in order to add elsewhere, certainly as the
Minister of Finance. But | certainly don't think
ITI's going to be the source of any significant
excess. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Edjericon.

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I'm just thinking in -- | know there is a process
already in place and people's -- in this budget
here that's been worked on for years, and the
community of Fort Resolution and Lutselk'e
and Dettah and N'dilo, we already have, you
know, roads that are going into Dettah and
N'dilo that are in really good shape and going
into Fort Resolution except for the last
kilometre, which probably needs to be
relooked at and re-chip sealed. But I'm hearing
a little bit more about the roads in Fort
Resolution that, you know, some residents are
concerned that maybe it's something we
should take a look at, at chip sealing those
roads in the community. Also the community of
Lutselk'e. They also talked about the problems
with the dust in that community, and it's
impacting everybody in the community
health-wise as we breathe in the dust and
etcetera in that community. So | just want to
see if there's a way we could probably work
with your department to trying to get some of
these issues on the drawing board.

Also one more thing | was going to say is that
at the Pine Point junction, when you go to
Behchoko and you go to Hay River or fort -- up
north, there's usually a place where there's a
junction with proper lighting. But in Pine Point,
when you go to the junction there onto -- onto
the main highway there, there's no lighting.
And I'm just hoping that maybe it's something
that we could take a look at as well. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): I'd just
like to remind Mr. Edjericon that we're on page
50 and 51, Industry, Tourism and Investment,
tourism and parks. Your questions are more in
line for the Department of Infrastructure
dealing with highways and roads and lighting
at junctions. I'm not sure if the Minister would
entertain that question. I'll leave it up to her.
Mahsi.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Chair,
only to acknowledge that with respect to the
Department of Finance more generally, | am
aware that this is an issue that's come up. And
I will, you know, speak with Minister Archie so
that between the two of us, and then we'll be
prepared to answer those questions in the
course of the review of the capital plans in
COW. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. Mr. Edjericon, we got Infrastructure
next week anyway, on the docket anyways. So
we'll just stick to this section here so we
can -- we have something else to appeal to
review too, I'll allow you. You've got four more
minutes of questions.

MR. EDJERICON: Just looking at your
2023-2024 GNWT Capital Estimates, and just
to my colleague as well talking about the North
Slave region. Right now in the South Slave
region, Fort Resolution is rolled into the South
Slave region but this here when | look at the
communities here, it's highlighted mostly in
outside the South Slave region. So can you
just confirm as well to me the communities of
15 percent for the South Slave region, so that
we're clear. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Minister.

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you,
Mr. Chair. | think where we're going with this,
Mr. Chair, is with respect to communities
within Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh, and there are no
parks capital projects for 2023-2024 planned
in the community of Lutselk'e or Fort
Resolution if that is ultimately where this is
going. And if not, | apologize. Thank you, Mr.
Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi.
Mr. Edjericon. Questions there? Okay. No
further questions? ITI, infrastructure
investments, $2,978,000. Does committee
agree?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Thank
you, Members. Please turn to page 46. The
department summary, capital estimates,
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$3,078,000. Does the committee agree?
Member for Frame Lake.

COMMITTEE MOTION 301-19(2):
TABLED DOCUMENT 723-19(2): CAPITAL
ESTIMATES 2023-2024 — INDUSTRY,
TOURISM, AND INVESTMENT — DEFERRAL
OF DEPARTMENT (PAGE 46),
CARRIED

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair, nice try. |
move that this committee defer further
consideration of the estimates for the
Department of Industry, Tourism and
Investment at this time. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. The motion is in order. To the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge):
Question has been called. All those in favour?
It's a resounding. All those opposed?
Abstentions? Motion is carried.

---Carried

Thank you, committee. And thank you,
Minister. Thank you, Minister, for your
appearance and for your witnesses.
Sergeant-at-arms, please escort the witnesses
from the Chamber.

We've got one bill to look after. All right,
committee, we have agreed to consider
Committee  Report  33-19(2), Standing
Committee on Economic Development and
Environmental Report on Bill 52: Elevators and
Lifts Act. | will go to the chair of the Standing
Committee on Economic Development and
Environment for any opening comments.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The
committee's report was read into the record on
Tuesday, October 18th, 2022. At this time, | do
not have any additional comments to add to
this at this time. Individual Members may have
comments on the report. And | would like to
thank the committee for their work on this
report. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that. | will now open the floor to general
comments on Committee Report 33-19(2),
Standing Committee on Economic
Development and Environmental Report on
Bill 52: Elevators and Lifts Act. Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Mr. Chair. |
never thought that a bill about elevators and
lifts could get this exciting but, you know, when
| actually did read the bill and, you know,
there's going to be a registry set up in there
and an annual report. It looked like during the

drafting of the bill that somebody had just kind
of taken somebody else's legislation kind of off
the shelf and we had kind of redrafted it. And
there wasn't anything in there about any of this
kind of being public. And so | want to urge my
Cabinet colleagues before you bring forward
even something as mundane as an Elevators
and Lifts Act, that you actually look at this stuff
with -- you know, you say we have an open
government here. | don't think it was applied to
the drafting of this bill. So, you know, you've
got an open government policy and you
didn't -- | don't think it was applied to this bill.
So | want to urge you folks to, even when
you're drafting the most mundane stuff, to
bring that lens to the legislation that you're
bringing forward in the House. Where we have
registries set up, make sure that it says that in
here in the bill that it's actually going to be a
public registry; annual reports that are going to
get filed, make sure that they're going to get
tabled or placed somewhere in a public
fashion. So it's all about proactive disclosure,
it's about open government but you need to
apply that. Thanks. That's my lecture for
today. Thanks, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for that, Mr. O'Reilly. Anyone, committee? No,
we're good. Seeing no further comments, Mr.
Jacobson.

COMMITTEE MOTION 302-19(2):
STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL

REPORT ON THE REVIEW OF BILL 52,
ELEVATORS AND LIFTS ACT — PUBLIC
AVAILABILITY OF REPORT DESCRIBED IN
SECTION 68 OF THE ACT,
RESCINDED

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. |
move that the committee recommends that the
Government of the Northwest Territories make
the report as described in section 68 of the act
publicly available. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): The
motion is in order. To the motion. Question
has been -- excuse me, Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Mr. Chair.
There's a few things in the recommendation
from the committee report that weren't
necessarily captured in the committee motion.
But the sorts of things that | would expect to
see in an annual report that could be made
publicly available include things like, you
know, the number of permits that have been
issued for elevators and lifts, the number of
approvals, orders issued, whether there was
actually any prosecutions or fines levied,
inspections carried out; those kind of things.



Page 4768 NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HANSARD October 20, 2022

The Minister did give us some assurance in
the public hearing, the clause-by-clause
review, that the details of the annual report
would be specified prescribed in the
regulations themselves. So that's a heads up
to the Minister. And she actually committed to
share the draft regulations with the committee
ahead of time. So, once again, that's the kind
of lens that | bring to these things, about
making sure that the public has access to
information. So that's the kind of information |
think that people might be reasonably
interested in knowing. If they have an elevator
in their apartment building or something, is it
actually in good working order, has it been
inspected, they'll be able to go online and get
reports and check to see if that kind of stuff is
publicly available. So thanks, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi
for your comments, Mr. O'Reilly. Mr.
Jacobson.

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. |
move that the committee recommends that the
Government of the Northwest Territories
proactively disclose the information contained
in the registry of the act, described in section
13 of the act, making it publicly available.
Thank you --

MR. O'REILLY: -- did we vote on the first one?
We didn't vote on the first one.

MR. JOHNSON: | think we forgot to vote.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Oh
shoot. All in favour? Any against? Any
abstentions? We're good. Mr. Jacobson.

COMMITTEE MOTION 303-19(2):
STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT
REPORT ON THE REVIEW OF BILL 52,
ELEVATORS AND LIFTS ACT — PROACTIVE
DISCLOSURE OF REGISTRY
INFORMATION,

WITHDRAWN

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. |
move that the committee recommends that the
Government of the Northwest Territories
proactively disclose information contained in
the registry of the Act, described in section 13
of the Act, by making it publicly available.
Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): The
motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Could we
have a five-minute recess? The motions that
we're reading are not what's in the report that
was read into the record. Thanks, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): All right.
We'll call for a five-minute break. Mahsi.

---SHORT RECESS

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): All right,
committee, | think we're electing to deal with
this bill next week. What is the wish of
committee? Mr. O'Reilly.

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. | move that
the chair rise and report progress.

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): There's
a motion on the floor to report progress. The
motion is in order. It is non-debatable. All
those in favour? All those opposed? Motion is
carried.

---Carried

| will now rise and report progress.
Report of Committee of the Whole

DEPUTY SPEAKER: May | have the report of
Committee of the Whole? Member for Deh
Cho.

MR. BONNETROUGE: Madam Speaker, your
committee has been considering Tabled
Document 723-19(2), Committee Report 33-
19(2), and Bill 52. We would like to report
progress, with two motions carried. And
Madam Speaker, | move that the report of the
Committee of the Whole be concurred with.
Mahsi.

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Do | have a
seconder? Member for Sahtu. All those in
favour? All those opposed? Any abstentions?
Motion is carried. Thank you. Report of
Committee of the Whole.

---Carried

Third reading of bills. Orders of the day, Mr.
Clerk.

Orders of the Day

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer):
Orders of the day for Tuesday, October 25th,
2022, 1:30 p.m.

1. Prayer

2. Ministers’ Statements

3. Members’ Statements

4. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery
5

Reports of Committees on the Review of
Bills
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Reports of Standing and Special
Committees

Returns to Oral Questions

Oral Question 1163-19(2),
Homelessness

Oral Question 1188-19(2),
Memorandum of Understanding with
the Canadian Red Cross

Acknowledgements

Oral Questions

Written Questions

Returns to Written Questions

Replies to Commissioner's Address

Petitions

Tabling of Documents

Notices of Motion

Motions

Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills

First Reading of Bills

Second Reading of Bills

Consideration in Committee of the Whole
of Bills and Other Matters

Bill 23, An Act to Amend the Public
Utilities Act

Bill 29, Resource Royalty Information
Disclosure Statute Amendment Act

Bill 48, Arbitration Act
Bill 52, Elevators and Lifts Act

Bill 53, An Act to Amend the Liquor
Act

Committee Report 33-19(2), Standing
Committee on Economic
Development and Environment
Report on Bill 52, Elevator and Lifts
Act

Committee Report 34-19(2), Standing
Committee on Government
Operations Report on the Review of
the 2020-2021 Annual Report of the
Ombud

Tabled Document 723-19(2), 2023-
2024 Capital Estimates

Report of Committee of the Whole

22. Third Reading of Bills
23. Orders of the Day

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.
This House stands adjourned until Tuesday,
October 25, 2022 at 1:30 p.m.

---ADJOURNMENT
The House adjourned at 5:47 p.m.
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