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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Thursday, November 3, 2022 

Members Present 

Hon. Diane Archie, Mr. Bonnetrouge, Hon. Paulie Chinna, Ms. Cleveland, Hon. Caroline Cochrane, Mr. Edjericon 
Hon. Julie Green, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Martselos, Ms. Nokleby, Ms. Semmler, Hon. R.J. Simpson, 
Mr. Rocky Simpson, Hon. Shane Thompson, Hon. Caroline Wawzonek, Ms. Weyallon-Armstrong.  

 

 The House met at 1:31 p.m.  

Prayer 

---Prayer 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms. Lesa Semmler): 

Welcome, everybody.  Ministers' statements.  
Minister for Municipal and Community Affairs.  

Ministers’ Statements 

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 291-19(2): 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES COMMUNITY 

FLOOD RESPONSE 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the 
Department of Municipal and Community 
Affairs continues to be engaged in flood 
recovery, and I am pleased to provide 
Members with an overview of the efforts taken 
to date and the status of the ongoing work. 
Flood recovery is communities driven and 
supported by the territorial and federal 
governments. There are many actions to be 
coordinated:  

 address local concerns and impacts;. 

 provide territorial supports and processes; 

 working with the federal government; and, 

 The Government of the Northwest 
Territories continues to work with 
impacted community governments to 
ensure that they are safe and that their 
residents have the support they need.  

The Government of the Northwest Territories 
will continue to support communities with 
emergency planning and flood recovery 
efforts, along with long-term work to address 
the climate change impacts we are 
experiencing with more frequent and serious 
natural disasters. 

The 2021 flood directly impacted 91 residents 
and 35 businesses across five communities 
and costs approximately $38 million. The 
GNWT repaired and replaced homes and 

undertook mitigation measures to protect 
houses from future flood impacts. And in some 
cases, this meant rebuilding in a new location; 
while in others houses could be lifted.  

The 2021 flood recovery project is in its final 
stages.  There is one additional home to 
relocate and a small number of claims to be 
completed. Municipal and Community Affairs 
is working with Public Safety Canada on a 
reimbursement claim under the federal 
Disaster Financial Assistance Arrangements.  

The scope and impact of the 2022 flood is 
significantly larger than in 2021. As of 
September 15, 2022, the flood recovery cost 
for Hay River and the K'atlodeeche First 
Nation is $174 million, which may change as 
the recovery work continues. There have been 
484 applications for disaster assistance, and 
416 damage assessments completed. While 
many claims have been finalized, the 
department is working through the remainder 
as quickly as possible. 

Madam Speaker, we continue to learn from 
the 2021 Flood Recovery Project and have 
made significant changes to how the 
Department of Municipal and Community 
Affairs supports communities and residents 
following a natural disaster. This includes: 

 creating a more efficient process for 
residents and businesses to apply for 
assistance; 

 improvements to the Disaster Assistance 
Program, and, 

 an increase in the amount of available 
disaster assistance.  

Municipal and Community Affairs is finalizing 
the 2021 After Action Review, a standard 
practice after large scale emergencies. The 
2021 Review is scheduled for completion in 
early 2023. The 2022 Review is currently 
being planned and details will be publicly 
available soon. 

The difficult work of mitigation planning is also 
underway. The Department of Municipal and 
Community Affairs is engaged closely with the 
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Town of Hay River and the federal government 
to investigate federal funding opportunities for 
mitigation projects identified by the town. 
Arrangements have also been made for a 
community-level mitigation assessment for the 
K'atlodeeche First Nation. Mitigation planning 
is complex, and it will take time before 
decisions are made about which 
community-level mitigation projects are 
available for federal funding. 

Madam Speaker, I want to assure residents 
that although we cannot control how or when 
natural disasters may occur, we are focusing 
efforts to ensure we are as prepared as 
possible. These preparations include 
completing a flood survey report with input 
from the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, the Town of Hay River, 
and the K'atlodeeche First Nation. This is 
essential to flood preparation and developing 
mitigation measures. 

We are advocating with the federal 
government for the development of funding 
programs. These programs would support 
long-term planning to address the impact of 
climate change on northern communities, from 
the increasing risk of floods and wildfires to 
permafrost degradation and shoreline erosion. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to take this 
opportunity to say thank you, first and 
foremost, to the tireless efforts of all the 
volunteers who showed up for their friends, 
neighbours, and for their fellow residents. 
Thank you to community governments and 
their staff for the spirit of cooperation and 
collaboration.  Thank you to the frontline staff 
who have been on the ground through all the 
response and recovery work over the last two 
years. 

I have said that the 2021 and 2022 floods 
were unprecedented. The time, effort, and 
complexity of the recovery has been 
unprecedented and has meant a tremendous 
amount of work for everybody involved. We 
are stronger when working together and we 
should all be proud of the resilience, 
generosity, and determination of Northerners 
when faced with emergencies. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.  

Ministers' statements.  Minister of Finance.  

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 292-19(2): 
EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT AND 

SATISFACTION SURVEY 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam 

Speaker, as the Minister responsible for the 
public service I can say without question that 

the employees are the GNWT's most 
important resource. An engaged workforce 
that is committed to its work is critical to the 
delivery of quality programs and services to 
residents across the territory. This is why the 
Government of the Northwest Territories, like 
many other public and private sector 
employers in Canada, wants to ensure that 
public servants are engaged and satisfied at 
work.  

This past year, the GNWT completed the first 
Employee Engagement and Satisfaction 
Survey since 2016. This survey is conducted 
by jurisdictions across Canada. It measures 
employee commitment and satisfaction across 
all government departments and regions and 
serves as an important pulse check so that we 
can understand and respond to any areas 
needing improvement. The results of the 
survey guide dialogue between management, 
employees, and human resource specialists. 
The 2021 Employee Engagement and 
Satisfaction Survey response rate was 48.0 
percent. 

Madam Speaker, the majority of this year's 
survey indices remained relatively unchanged 
from the GNWT's 2016 scores. The three 
categories where the GNWT aggregate scored 
above the previous survey were development, 
leadership, and diversity and inclusion, with 
diversity and inclusion having the highest 
increase, 5.8 percentage points, as compared 
to the 2016 score. In comparison to other 
jurisdictions, the GNWT scored above the 
interjurisdictional average in over half of the 
questions, including for all statements under 
the capacity, development and excellence and 
innovation categories, and for two-thirds of 
statements under the culture category. Most 
notably, the GNWT scored 11.4 percentage 
points higher than the interjurisdictional 
average on the statement "my organization 
supports my work-related learning and 
development." 

Madam Speaker, although we scored better in 
some categories than other jurisdictions, there 
are areas of improvement that need to be 
addressed, one being employee morale. Since 
the last 2016 survey, employee morale has 
gone down by 3.4 percent. While some of that 
decline is likely the result of running this 
survey in the midst of a pandemic that affected 
work-life balance, limited travel, and 
contributed to higher turnover rates; I do not 
consider this to be the only challenge we face, 
and it does not alter the need to take action.  
There are also some notable disparities in 
scores between departments. Appropriately, 
departments have received individual guides 
with detailed results to help them interpret the 
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survey results so that they can take the 
appropriate steps to address some of the 
challenges identified by their employees.  

In addition, Madam Speaker, the Department 
of Finance is also establishing an 
interdepartmental working group with the aim 
of improving workplace satisfaction across the 
GNWT. This working group will provide 
concrete meaningful actions and resources for 
departments and agencies to adapt.  

I want to thank all employees who took the 
time to complete the Employee Engagement 
and Satisfaction Survey. The GNWT values 
your input and will do everything it can to 
ensure you are working in a safe, healthy 
environment that contributes to your success 
and the overall success of the communities in 
which you serve. 

Our employees' outlook, priorities and 
expectations are changing, Madam Speaker, 
and we need to remain live to these changes 
and adapt accordingly. I look forward to seeing 
the good work that will come from these 
survey results. Thank you, Madam Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.  

Ministers' statements.  Minister for Housing 
NWT.  

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 293-19(2): 
NATIONAL HOUSING DAY 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Madam Speaker, 

Housing Northwest Territories marks the 50th 
year. With our strategic renewal underway, 
Housing NWT is seeking to make 
improvements to the way we do business; 
and, in particular, focus on building and 
establishing stronger partnerships.  Leading 
up to the National Housing Day on November 
22, I would like to share with you some 
exciting things happening as well as we 
celebrate the people who have made a 
difference in supporting Housing's work over 
the years. 

Madam Speaker, in previous statements I 
have shared with this House changes that we 
are making to improve our approach under the 
renewal, including our focus on collaboration 
with Indigenous governments. With our new 
mandate and a commitment to reconciliation 
and collaboration with Indigenous 
governments on their own housing priorities, 
we believe we are positioned to work together 
into the future for the benefit of all NWT 
residents who require housing supports.  

Madam Speaker, as I have said many times in 
this House, the housing crisis cannot be 
solved by Housing alone. While recent federal 

funding announcements have led to many new 
and exciting projects, I also want to recognize 
the many community-based organizations that 
have worked with Housing NWT over the 
years to address unique needs in their 
community.  

Housing has a small program called the 
Community Housing Initiative Program, and 
through that program we have supported 
organizations with engaging support to 
develop their community housing plans.  We 
have seen organizations work to create 
housing solutions for their staff housing needs, 
and we have seen organizations work to 
support the homeowners in their communities 
by doing much needed furnace servicing and 
building ramps for seniors in need. These local 
organizations, with support from Housing 
NWT, have supported the local needs and 
priorities in their communities. Now with the 
significant amount of federal funding flowing to 
Indigenous governments across the Northwest 
Territories, I only see opportunities for these 
partnerships and supports to grow and 
multiply.  

While the renewal is about positioning 
ourselves for the future, it is also important to 
recognize our history. In the past 50 years the 
Northwest Territories Housing Corporation, 
now Housing NWT, has existed, it has been 
supporting Northerners with housing needs. 
To do this, there have always been dedicated 
and passionate employees behind the scenes, 
working for the residents of our communities. 

On National Housing Day, I want to celebrate 
the hard work and perseverance of so many 
individuals, past and present, who have 
worked for our local housing organizations, our 
district offices, and our offices here in 
Yellowknife. There are so many board 
members and contractors who have been 
involved in housing at the local level. Many of 
these individuals have gone above and 
beyond in carrying out their duties. I have 
heard stories about employees helping flood 
victims safely evacuating from their homes, 
helping fire victims find a safe place to spend 
the night, and helping clients navigate 
government programs and services. Housing 
NWT is composed of dedicated individuals 
whose hard work changes lives and improves 
communities. As we mark our 50th 
anniversary, we will be highlighting some of 
these incredible employees.  

Madam Speaker, we want residents of the 
Northwest Territories to mark this anniversary 
with us. Housing NWT is encouraging our local 
housing offices to have community-based 
celebrations to mark National Housing Day on 
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November 22 and acknowledge the 50th 
Anniversary of Housing NWT. Whether they 
hold open houses, throw a feast, hold a 
skating event at their arena, we are hopeful 
that these community events will provide an 
opportunity to celebrate all the local housing 
boards and organizations do to support 
housing programs in their communities. 

I am pleased to announce that Housing NWT 
is working towards developing an educational 
grant that will be awarded annually to NWT 
students entering a field related to housing. 
Housing NWT already strongly supports the 
development of apprenticeships across the 
Northwest Territories in the maintenance 
trades. These scholarships will provide 
additional support for those who are entering 
into the field of study related to housing 
services. Details for this initiative are currently 
being developed, such as how students will be 
able to apply and how the recipients will be 
selected. I look forward to sharing these 
details in advance as we launch of the 
application process.  

Madam Speaker, Housing NWT feels strongly 
that it has, and will continue to, play a 
significant role in the development of housing 
capacity across many fields in the Northwest 
Territories like maintenance, architectural, 
engineering, property management, and board 
development. It is our hope that these new 
educational grants encourage future 
generations to follow their passion and pursue 
excellence. 

As Housing NWT advances its renewal 
strategy, I will continue to work with the federal 
partners, Indigenous governments, Indigenous 
organizations, community governments, and 
stakeholders to make housing across the 
Northwest Territories more affordable and 
accessible to those most in need.  
Mahsi, Madam Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister.  

Ministers' statements.  Members' statements.  
Member for Thebacha.  

Members’ Statements 

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1281-19(2): 
HOUSING 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, today I feel I must 
continue to share my frustration and 
disappointment with the overall state of 
Housing NWT and its service delivery to all 
people in the NWT.  

Madam Speaker, throughout this entire term, 
all Regular MLAs have shared stories about 
their constituents' negative experiences with 
Housing NWT, and I don't blame them. The 
overall state of the housing units across the 
NWT are several decades old and are in 
severe disrepair. Most of the required repairs 
in public housing go unaddressed for many 
weeks, months, or even years by housing 
staff. So in cases where significant repairs to a 
public housing unit are required but housing 
staff fail to examine or repair said damages, is 
the onus on the tenant to cover all the 
damages? At what point does Housing NWT 
take responsibility for negligence towards the 
maintenance of housing units? Where is the 
line drawn?  

Moreover, Madam Speaker, several of my 
colleagues have recently highlighted the issue 
of housing arrears, particularly for low income 
people and the difficulty for many in paying off 
their housing arrears. I agree with my 
colleagues that there is a real need for this 
government to examine all policies around 
housing arrears. Everyone's situation is 
different, but often it is low income or 
vulnerable people who owe housing arrears in 
public housing and it takes them considerable 
time to pay that off. There has got to be a 
mechanism of relief or additional support 
provided to these types of people in situations 
who are indebted with mounting housing 
arrears.  

In addition, Madam Speaker, I support the 
idea of having a competent and dedicated 
board of local housing authorities because 
they provide a local perspective and a voice 
on all housing matters within our communities. 
At least, they're supposed to. However, it's 
been brought to my attention that the local 
housing authority in Fort Smith does not have 
a full slate of members right now, which is 
concerning. The reasons for vacancies are 
varied. But it is my understanding that once a 
board member is chosen by the local housing 
authority, it takes three months to get approval 
out of Yellowknife from Housing NWT to 
confirm any new board members. That is not 
acceptable. It is a bureaucracy like which 
disempowers local housing --  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Thebacha, 

your Member's statement has expired.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, I seek 

unanimous consent to conclude my statement.  

---Unanimous consent granted  

That is not acceptable. It is bureaucracy like 
that which disempowers local housing boards 
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and gives greater power to Housing NWT to 
dictate local housing decisions.  

In closing, Madam Speaker, I really don't like 
ending a session like this, but I hope the 
housing Minister will take note of all the 
concerns we have on this side of the House 
and will enact some positive concrete changes 
within Housing NWT as soon as possible. And 
I hope to see more houses built and more 
retrofits done in Fort Smith because there 
hasn't been anything new on this for this year. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.  

Members' statements.  Member for Hay River 
South.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1282-19(2): 
HAY RIVER HARBOUR 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, this past four 
weeks my Member's statements focused on 
those issues residents of Hay River have 
concerns with and that have implications for 
the continued existence of our community. 

Madam Speaker, one must realize, and as 
long as I can remember, the community of Hay 
River has relied on the presence of marine 
transportation infrastructure, whether for 
commercial fishing or the transportation of 
goods and equipment. Without a navigable 
harbour and channel, we may well lose our 
ability to provide a service that, for decades, 
has sustained our community and provided 
services to northern communities and regions 
accessible only by marine vessels and air. 

Madam Speaker, losing the harbour could 
result in: 

 losing marine infrastructure; 

 losing the coast guard base; 

 losing fisheries and oceans; and, 

 the demise of the commercial fishing 
industry.  

That, Madam Speaker, would further impact 
other Hay River infrastructure, business, and 
jobs. It may also result in an exodus of 
residents who find themselves unemployed 
and with no employment opportunities within 
the community. We are already seeing a 
decline in our population, and we must do 
something to reverse that before it becomes a 
trend. 

Madam Speaker, if access to the harbour is 
lost, where would that leave Hay River and the 
Northwest Territories? Currently, we all know 

that the railhead terminates in Hay River, and 
we all know that highway freight destined for 
those isolated and remote communities, or 
resource development projects, ends up at 
Island C where it is transferred to barges. 

Madam Speaker, we have Cheetah Resources 
on the east side of Great Slave Lake needing 
access to our harbour for marshalling of their 
rare earth mineral concentrate.  We have 
Osisko Metals needing the railhead to 
transport ore from the old Pine Point mine site 
to processing facilities in the south.  We have 
projects, such as Sabina Gold in Nunavut, 
relying on our harbour to get material and 
equipment to site.  

Madam Speaker, as this House does not 
resume sitting until February next year, then 
going forward and at every opportunity 
between now and then, I expect this 
government to relay a strong message to the 
federal government and that message being 
that the revitalization of the Hay River Harbour 
is a priority for the stakeholders, for the town 
of Hay River, and for the Northwest Territories, 
and that we need their support. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Members' statements. Member for Monfwi. 

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1283-19(2): 
HIGHWAY NO. 3 TRANSMISSION LINE 

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I want to 
talk about access to electrical power for Tlicho 
residents living on Highway No. 3.  

Madam Speaker, the Tlicho people have 
historically lived in small encampments and 
have come together for special events such as 
weddings, funerals, successful hunt, and other 
celebrations. Some Tlicho residents still live in 
encampments, cabins, and houses along 
Highway No. 3. Madam Speaker, in the House 
on June 3rd of this year, the Minister of 
Infrastructure called the Whati Transmission 
Line, quote, "a key initiative under our 2030 
Energy Strategy," end quote. But what is the 
plan for getting these homes along Highway 
No. 3 off diesel power?  

Madam Speaker, the Minister told the House 
the Whati Transmission Line will occur 100 
percent on Tlicho lands, and she said that the 
Department of Infrastructure and Tlicho 
government were working together, quote, "to 
determine an acceptable routing corridor for 
the transmission line between the Snare Forks 
hydroelectricity facility and Whati." When the 
authorities came to Behchoko to request 
access through Tlicho lands for the power 
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lines from Snare hydro to Yellowknife, they 
promised Behchoko residents would have free 
access to the power on Tlicho lands. Madam 
Speaker, residents along the highway cannot 
always depend on portable generators to 
power their homes and their freezers after a 
successful hunt. We already have a fibre optic 
line along the highway and the addition of 
electrical lines might be accomplished at 
reasonable price. I will have question for the 
Minister of Infrastructure at the appropriate 
time. Thank you, or Finance.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Members' statements. Member for Great 
Slave.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1284-19(2): 
INDIGENOUS DISABILITY MONTH 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, November is Indigenous 
Disability Month. According to the most recent 
data, in 2012, there were over 2700 persons 
with disabilities in the NWT. Of those, 62 
percent were Indigenous yet the total 
Indigenous population of the NWT in 2012 was 
only 48 percent.  

Vital Abel was a former NWT Legislative 
Assembly employee who left behind a legacy 
of strength and inspiration. Vital Manuel Abel 
would have been familiar to MLAs in the '90s 
as the former assistant to Premier Stephen 
Kakfwi. Vital was from Fort Good Hope, where 
he was born with developmental disabilities 
caused by spina bifida. He spent his life in a 
wheelchair but was taught from a young age to 
not let his challenges limit him.  

Vital’s parents taught him to never depend on 
anyone. He arrived in Yellowknife in Grade 10 
and attended Sir John Franklin High School in 
my riding. After graduating, he worked in MLA 
Stephen Kakfwi's office for over ten years. 
Premier Kakfwi referred to Vital as a good 
worker, who was faithful and positive and 
always on time. Vital was an avid churchgoer 
who never missed a service and was always 
the first to show up for worship. His parents 
were so proud of him and all he accomplished 
in his short life. Vital died in 2006 at the age of 
32. Spiritually, he was incredibly strong and 
continues to be a source of inspiration to 
people in our territory.  

Persons with disabilities in the North face 
many challenges, including having to relocate 
to Yellowknife to access supports. Often this 
means entire families move with children, as is 
the case of the family in Lanky Court I spoke 
of yesterday. As winter sets in, we must 
remember that what many of us take for 

granted, the ability to walk through the freshly 
fallen snow, poses great challenges for others. 
For people with disabilities, this means they 
can no longer go to school, no longer easily 
pick up groceries, no longer run other small 
errands. They fear fire because the simple act 
of leaving their apartment is no longer 
possible.  

Madam Speaker, REITs, landlords, and 
Housing NWT all have a responsibility to 
ensure that the entrances and walkways of all 
the buildings in Yellowknife are free of snow 
and ice such that every person in our territory 
can move about freely, without barriers. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Members' statements. Member for Yellowknife 
North.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1285-19(2): 
BUDGET TRANSPARENCY 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Our government's open government policy 
commits to our public service being open by 
design to build a government that is open by 
default. And Madam Speaker, it is my 
experience that the exact opposite is 
true - that, in fact, we are closed by design and 
closed by default. And this is shown, Madam 
Speaker, in the repeated requests that myself 
and committees have made for information 
that is inevitably either marked confidential or 
not provided at all. Every year when the capital 
budget comes forward, I give the same speech 
about wanting to see the same documents 
made public. And to date, none of them have 
been made public. I am going to just 
summarize a few of those documents that I 
believe should be public and if ATIPP would 
certainly be made public, the government 
should proactively disclose.  

One is the GNWT's 20-year capital needs 
assessment. This is a document that shows 
the GNWT what it thinks it needs to build over 
the next 20 years. I think this would be very 
helpful for residents to look in their community 
and maybe they could see when their school 
or health centre was due to be replaced. 
Additionally, the government has a five-year 
needs assessment. This one is a little more 
particular and has actually had some financial 
input put into it whereas the 20-year needs 
assessment is more of a wish list, and we 
know things are going to change. It doesn't 
necessarily mean. But five years out, quite a 
bit of financial work has been done and it's 
actually more likely we're going to build that. 
This document exists. I think it would be great 
public information. Once again, a five-year 
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capital plan of any sort we have should be 
made public. Right now we have a one-year 
snapshot of what's being built with no timeline 
of what is actually occurring, whether things 
are on time, whether something was 
completed, and it takes repeated questions in 
this House to actually figure out when a project 
was finished on budget and on time, as many 
are not.  

Additionally, Madam Speaker, you can see in 
our capital budget a number of just one-line 
descriptions of projects but we know there is a 
briefing note describing each of those projects 
in a little bit more detail. I think this would be 
great public information. Perhaps someone is 
interested to know why the student records 
module replacement completion date moves 
up every single year it is presented in the 
capital budget. And I'd rather not waste all of 
my committee's time and all of Cabinet 
Members' time asking year after year if we 
could simply disclose that information in the 
briefing note which already exists. I'll have 
questions for the Minister of Finance, who 
presently holds all of these documents, 
whether she will make them public. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Members' statements. Member for Deh Cho.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1286-19(2): 
RECOGNITION 

MR. BONNETROUGE: Mahsi, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, as this is the final 
day of the fall session, I would like to 
commend my colleagues on both sides of the 
floor for understanding each other. We all 
come here to make a difference and to make 
life easier and better for the residents of this 
vast territory. It is very trying in our efforts 
when having to deal with limited and 
challenging budgets for all departments. The 
staff who put up with us day in and day out, 
you're all loved, and we appreciate everything 
that you do for us.  

To the ones who live with deep depression 
and feel there is no other way out, believe me 
you are loved, and we are all here for you. 
Your life doesn't have to fall to pieces as there 
most likely is a better day. That could be later 
in the day, it could be tomorrow, or it could be 
the next day, and perhaps all the other days of 
your life. Please do not give up; we care.  

I would like to commend the housing Minister 
for providing assistance to the young family 
with the baby in Paulatuk by providing them a 
warm house that gives them comfort from the 

cold environment of our North. Mahsi to the 
Minister.  

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
wish everyone who may be struggling with 
addictions and chronic diseases the best of 
health and the warm embrace of our Creator. 
We don't ask for anything more than the 
simplest things that life has to offer. Mahsi.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Members' statements. Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1287-19(2): 
TU NEDHE WIILIDEH CONSTITUENCY 

BUDGET ALLOCATIONS 

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Today marks 266 days since I was 
elected to this House to represent the 
constituents of Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh and the 
communities of N'dilo, Dettah, Lutselk'e, and 
Fort Resolution. It's also 333 days until the 
next election. I want to reflect on my 
experience to date we had right into the final 
year of this Assembly.  

Madam Speaker, as soon as I arrived here, I 
couldn't help but feel that the GNWT train 
already left the station and I and my 
constituents had been left out -- left behind. No 
matter what I do or try to catch up, it seems 
like there isn't anything that I could do to slow 
down this train. And what I mean by that, 
Madam Speaker, is that anytime I bring up 
issues of housing or anything like that, I put 
that into the train, it gets thrown out, because it 
bounces off the door because the policies that 
hinder our people from trying to improve their 
lives.  

So Madam Speaker, this year's budget was 
$2.2 billion. My riding got $3.4 million, 1.7 of a 
percent. So that's concerning to me. And 
housing got $30 million for CIRNAC this year 
and next year, but yet we're fixing the public 
housing. And that doesn't make sense when 
we have a housing crisis here in the Northwest 
Territories.  

Yesterday the Finance Minister said, in 
response to my questions around fiscal 
deficits, "I do not believe there are any political 
pressure on us to do or not do anything as a 
department are not tied to the political whims 
of any particular administration."  

Madam Speaker, I respectfully disagree with 
the Minister on this point. I reject the notion 
that the priorities of elected Members are 
whims to be discarded when they don't fit into 
the planning cycles of the GNWT departments 
or the priorities of the deputy minister. Political 
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priorities should be the most important 
consideration to everything the GNWT does.  

The priorities don't come from political parties 
or lobbyists like down south. They come from 
our people, Madam Speaker. Your job as 
Cabinet is to deliver out the priorities of all 19 
elected Members. Our residents expect 
results, and sadly progress has been barely 
filled on the most pressing issues of the day. If 
this is the foundation of our consensus 
system, then we are deep in trouble. Madam 
Speaker, I would have some questions at 
appropriate time. Mahsi.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Members' statements. Member for Nunakput.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1288-19(2): 
RECOGNITION 

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  Today, Madam Speaker, I just want 
to say thank you to all the Members here in 
the House, both sides that we worked the last 
three weeks together to try do good for our 
territory, and I think we did a good job and 
we'll just keep moving ahead and working 
together.  There's some issues that need to be 
dealt with but we'll get them dealt with.  And 
just by saying that, my colleague Mr. 
Bonnetrouge really said it well in regards to 
thanking the staff and really we're able to do 
our jobs because of them, all the research that 
goes into some of the stuff that we deal with.   

I'd really like to thank all my community, my 
mayors, my councillors, my community corp 
chairs, the board of directors for the 
community corporations, the elders 
committees, my local DEAs, and especially, 
these days, is our recreation staff and the 
hamlet staff that are doing so much in all our 
communities to provide service for our 
constituents.   

I'd also like to say thank you to my CA Vince 
Teddy.  Thank you for all the hard work that 
you do for me.  And I wouldn't be able to do 
what I do without my wife Jenny.  I'd like to 
thank my wife Jenny because I wouldn't be 
able to do what I do without her support back 
home.  And also would like to make sure that 
on November 11th, making sure that we keep 
that special day and all Members make sure, if 
possible, to make it to the Remembrance Day 
ceremonies wherever we are at the time.  
Make sure to do so in our great territory.  Also 
I would like to thank our veterans for their 
service, our active members, 1 CRPG, and all 
my Ranger brothers and sisters, to have that 
day close at hand.  And everybody, we'll see 

you in two weeks.  Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.  

Members' statements.  Member for Kam Lake.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1289-19(2): 
SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH BUDGETS 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  Madam Speaker, health system 
researchers identify two potential ways to 
reduce health system costs - prevention 
through public health education and ensuring 
people take their medication.  When I was a 
university student, our high school English 
teacher and his wife were sent to Edmonton 
where their baby was born premature.  I went 
up to U of A Hospital where they sat teary 
eyed waiting for their tiny baby to finish her 
first surgery.  Their baby Katie survived her 
surgery, persevered through childhood, set 
territorial records at this year's Canada 
Summer Games, and is now a third year 
university science student with a 3.95 GPA.  
Today, Katie is the NWT's only resident with 
cystic fibrosis.   

Katie, who's sights are set on speech 
pathology, is deciding where to accept a job 
offer on graduation.  But the cost of her 
medication plays a key role in deciding where 
to call home.  Katie takes two medications - a 
nationally publicly-funded Trikafta at $300,000 
per year and a second one that the GNWT 
helps support at $12,000 per year. If proposed 
changes to the specified disease program 
move forward, Katie will no longer receive 
GNWT support for her medication.  Ironically, 
half of the Canadian provinces, also desperate 
for speech pathologists, will cover Katie's 
second medication.   

Madam Speaker, Katie's story is one of many.  
I also serve single parents who exceed the 
income threshold but live on the poverty line 
with the North's high cost of living.  NWT 
residents who sit above the income threshold 
but whose medications would cost roughly 
$20,000 a year, and others who would choose 
more opportunities for family and reduce 
medications for themselves.   

The income threshold chosen by the GNWT 
are below liveable wages, and liveable wages 
do not account for high costs of life saving 
medications.  Beyond the strain this will put on 
northern residents, this also stands to further 
strain our healthcare system.   

With this change, many Northerners will join 
other Canadians who face decisions to not fill 
their prescriptions, take smaller doses than 
ordered, or cut back on food, heat, and family 
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expenses to try to cover drug costs that, for 
some, will be suffocating, and mismanaging 
medications ultimately drives up 
hospitalization.   

Hospitals now dominate all healthcare 
systems in high income countries.  Canadian 
annual hospital care is roughly $77 billion.  
The average hospital stay in the NWT is 
almost twice the national average at just over, 
ironically, $12,000.  Madam Speaker, I seek 
unanimous consent to conclude my statement 
for the first time this sitting.   

---Unanimous consent granted   

Very big thank you, colleagues.  Madam 
Speaker, this is not a whole-of-system thinking 
policy change.  This is a quick fix that looks at 
one budgetary line item in a vacuum with 
potentially harmful impacts to the health of 
other Northerners and the health of the 
system's collective bottom line.  I urge this 
government to reconsider.  They do not have a 
grasp on how many people will no longer 
qualify for support and, ultimately, what the 
cost will be to the system.  Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.  

Members' statements.  Member for Nahendeh.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1290-19(2): 
OPEN SKY FESTIVAL 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, with 
COVID pandemic moving to an endemic we 
are seeing the closure of events moving to 
opening of events. I'm happy to advise the 
House that Open Sky hosted its 20th festival 
at the beginning of September. I was able to 
partake in some of the events during the 
September long weekend. The festival is 
usually celebrated annually, and this was the 
first festival since 2019 and the beginning of 
the COVID pandemic.  

They celebrated with a weekend full of 
workshops, vendors, and music. For this 
special festival they chose the theme of "Deh 
Cho Boogie" with a logo designed of a guitar 
playing kiwi bird. This year was special to 
them and the community as it was their 20th 
anniversary and to remember the late founding 
member Lindsey "Kiwi" Waugh.  

Throughout the festival, they counted about 95 
to 120 visitors per day, which was a great 
turnout for them. Visitors were able to 
participate in one or more of the 15 different 
workshops offered during the weekend, such 
as soapstone carving, earring making, or 
painting, Listen to some music, meeting with 

friends, and enjoy some of the local bakery 
and seeing what the other eight vendors had 
to offer in locally made arts and crafts.  

One of the highlights was the cake cutting on 
Saturday. The hosts were lucky to have Pat 
Waugh, her daughter and grandchildren, do 
the cake cutting. This event attracted lots of 
people to stop by which then enjoyed other 
activities being offered. 

Organizers would like to thank everybody who 
joined them in celebrating the 20th 
anniversary, participating in the workshops, 
and Fort Simpson for being such a welcoming 
community. As well, a huge shout out to all the 
sponsors without whom they wouldn’t be able 
to offer such an amazing event.  

Madam Speaker, we are already looking 
forward to next years festival. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.  

Members' statements. Member for Yellowknife 
South.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1291-19(2): 
SUPPORTING YOUTH 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker.  Madam Speaker, as MLAs, 
one of the platforms that we use to raise 
support for causes is here in the Chamber.  
Younger generations, meanwhile, are often 
very effective on platforms like TikTok and 
YouTube to get their voices out to those who 
will listen.  One of my young constituents is 
one of those youths using social media 
platforms very effectively, and I want her to 
know that people are listening.   

She had recently posted to Facebook a video 
sharing the reality of what too many young 
people are still facing every day at school.  
The video showed, for example, what it feels 
like to be someone who doesn't look athletic, 
as in relatively thin in stature, let's say, and so 
may be the last person chosen to participate 
on a team and yet also faces negative 
judgmental comments along the way. It 
showed an example of the kinds of 
stereotyping that happens based on a 
person's experience and appearance.   

For another example, that a female who might 
not dress in what is a traditionally feminine 
manner can be judged for not being female 
enough.  But if she dresses in a manner that 
magazine or pop culture tells us is feminine, 
they too can then be labelled for a variety of 
derogatory comments and ways.  As if one's 
choice of clothing implies some kind of 
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commitment about our values, our morals, our 
aspirations, or our desires.   

Madam Speaker, what my young constituent 
had to say about that, I quote, "it sucks."  I 
remember to this day comments made about 
my clothing that had, by necessity, to be 
inexpensive. I remember to this day comments 
about my body shape because it didn't portray 
the athleticism that was underneath it.  I don't 
carry any hurt from that any longer, but I do 
carry an awareness of the importance of 
kindness and the need for courage to ask why 
we say such things to one another in the first 
place.   

Madam Speaker, I see so much strength in 
young people today, particularly women and 
gender-diverse people.  I see people wearing 
clothing that is about style and not necessarily 
conforming to rigid or narrow norms of beauty.  
And I see people enjoying activities because 
of the joy that they bring and not only because 
it is something they are supposed to do, or 
worse, not to.  Clearly, we are not yet where 
we should be in terms of being the truly 
inclusive, respectful, or equitable society.  But 
I'm very proud for my young constituent for 
getting this message out.  I would not have 
had the courage to call out this kind of 
negativity when I was her age.  But I do have 
the opportunity now to support and raise her 
voice from where I stand today. With youth like 
her and her friends out there, I can see and do 
believe we are on a good path to accelerate 
social change.  Thank you, Madam Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.  

Members' statements. Member for Range 
Lake.  

MEMBER’S STATEMENT 1292-19(2): 
FAMILIES OF CANADIAN SOLDIERS 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker.  This week I've delivered 
Member statements on the theme of 
Remembrance Day.  As Remembrance Day 
approaches, I want to take some time to 
honour those who aren't always talked about 
when it comes to the sacrifices made by the 
men and women who represent our nation and 
help defend democracy so people around the 
world can live free of oppression.   

Madam Speaker, when someone is asked to 
defend our nation, they leave behind family, 
friends, children, parents, and loved ones.  
These people continue to go to work, take 
care of their home and children, they live their 
lives while wondering if their loved one will 
ever come home again. The wounds of war 
stretch far beyond the battle fields where men 

and women have fought valiantly in the name 
of their country. The lives of many have been 
impacted by war. It's important we remember 
and honour those who continue to live with the 
tragic impacts of combat and peacekeeping 
missions that Canada has been involved with 
during its existence.  Many of us will hopefully 
never have to experience the dread of hugging 
a loved one as they get shipped off to war.  
Many of us will never have to experience that 
knock on the door when they find out their 
loved one won't be coming home.  Many of us 
will never have to fill that hole left by a 
husband, wife, partner, child, or friend, who 
gave their life in the name of freedom.   

To all those who have experienced the 
challenges of having someone close to you 
serve their country, we see you. We 
appreciate all that you have sacrificed.  As a 
nation, we are here for you.  Madam Speaker, 
on behalf of all my family who are watching, I 
want to say that we love you, Mom. Tally ho, 
Dad.  Madam Speaker, Lest we Forget.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you.  Members' 

statements.  Returns to oral questions.  
Recognition of visitors in the gallery.  Member 
for Great Slave.  

Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

There are a lot of people before -- first, I'd like 
to acknowledge Tom McLennan who is one of 
our newly elected Yellowknife city councillors.  
Welcome to the Chamber.   

I also have a group -- there's a group here 
from -- I believe it's pronounced Videa.  And in 
that group we have Kate Herchak, Taleetha 
Tait, Diane Anawak-Dunford, Ruth Kaviok, 
Delaney Drachenberg, and Twyla Etchinelle. 
I'm not sure if I'm saying everyone's name 
right, I apologize, but as a Nokleby I feel that 
pain. So thank you, and welcome to the 
Chamber.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in 

the gallery.  Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, I'd like 

to recognize a constituent of Thebacha, Ms. 
Sheila Sharp, who has come to Yellowknife 
today to accept an award that she will be 
receiving tonight.  I will share more about that 
during acknowledgements. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in 

the gallery.  Member for Nunakput.  

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Today I'd like to welcome CEO of 
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Arctic Research Foundation, Mr. Adrian 
Schimnowski, in the House. And then we have 
my CA Vince Teddy. Thank you, and welcome 
to the House.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in 

the gallery.  Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I'd just like to welcome everybody in 
the gallery into the House. I also want to 
recognize our translators that are here today.  
I want to say mahsi to you all.  In particular, I 
want to recognize Dennis Drygeese, Tom 
Unka, Mary Rose Sundberg.  Lena Drygeese, 
she was here at the beginning of the session; I 
just want to recognize her as well.  And Jonas 
Lafferty. Again, all to the translators, mahsi.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you.  Recognition 

of visitors in the gallery.  Member for 
Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

I'd just like to recognize two of our Yellowknife 
North pages who are here this week - Willem 
Kanigan and Cole Avery. Thank you, guys.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you.  I'd like to 

welcome -- if we have missed anyone in the 
gallery today, welcome to the chamber and I 
hope you're enjoying the proceedings.  It's 
always nice to have an audience.   

Recognition of visitors in the gallery.  
Acknowledgements.  Member for Thebacha.  

Acknowledgements 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 7-19(2): 
ORDER OF SAINT JOHN LIFE SAVING 

AWARD 

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, I would 

like to acknowledge Thebacha constituent 
Sheila Sharp, who received a life saving award 
from the Order of St. John. Sheila was 
recognized for her heroic efforts in saving 
three individuals from a fatal car crash in 2018 
along the Fort Smith Highway.   

The mission of the order of St. John is to 
prevent and relieve sickness and injury and to 
act to enhance the health and well-being of 
people anywhere in the world.  
Congratulations, Sheila. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Acknowledgements. Oral questions. Member 
for Hay River South.  

Oral Questions 

QUESTION 1295-19(2): 
KOLE CROOK FIDDLE JAMBOREE 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, can the Minister 
responsible for MACA confirm if his 
department has or is considering funding the 
Kole Crook Fiddle Association proposal to host 
a fiddle jamboree in his home community 
coming this January in Fort Simpson? Thank 
you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Minister of 

MACA.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you. I'm 

going to embarrass the a Member a bit here. 
I'd like to thank him very much for his 
advocacy for the youth, especially when it 
comes to something as important as 
recreation opportunities for our youth. He's 
been very good at getting across the 
message, whether it's with his riding or other 
ridings, so I'd like to thank him for that.  

What I can do is I can confirm the department 
is working closely with the Kole Crook Fiddle 
Association to support their upcoming fiddle 
jamboree in January and MACA and Kole 
Crook Fiddle Association has entered into a 
one-year funding agreement to support the 
fiddle jamboree this year. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, this is a little more 
personal I guess. Will the Minister let us know 
how proficient he is in the art of playing the 
fiddle and if he will be taking part in the fiddle 
jamboree? Thank you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, and I 

thank the Member for that. I'm really good at 
TV control, the stereo. I can play the fiddle 
perfectly that way. I can actually find it on 
YouTube. I started out very young trying the 
fiddle, and I was told to go play sports. So I 
enjoy it. I enjoy the fiddle, but yeah, that's all I 
can say. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, will the Minister 
confirm if his department is aware of all the 
excellent work the Kole Crook Fiddle 
Association provides to youth throughout the 
NWT, which includes 

 Fiddling music lessons for children and 
youth of all ages; 

 Having young advanced fiddlers teach the 
beginners; 
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 Lending and gifting instruments to those 
that may not be able to afford them; 

 Conducting work shops in communities 
throughout the NWT; and, 

 Providing students an opportunity to 
participate in music and music festival and 
events.  

Thank you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I get to 
proudly say I was part of the first Kole Crook 
Fiddle organization when one of the 
cofounders, Lewis Beck, reached out to the 
Department of Municipal and Community 
Affairs and said hey, I got this great idea, we'd 
like to recognize Kole Crook for all his great 
work and this is what we're trying to do. So the 
Member explained perfectly what the Kole 
Crook Fiddle Association does. But I think the 
most important thing it's the love that they're 
able to provide our youth. This has made a 
huge impact on a number of youth across the 
Northwest Territories. So I can again say that 
the department is well aware of the work that 
this organization is doing, and we're very 
happy to be coworkers working with them 
moving forward. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Final 

supplementary. Member for Hay River South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Kole Crook 
Fiddle Association is committed to teaching 
not only youth but people of all ages the art of 
playing the fiddle and other musical 
instruments. It is important that this 
government support not only sports but the 
arts as well.  

Therefore, Madam Speaker, will the Minister 
commit to considering a proposal from the 
Kole Crook Fiddle Association for a three-year 
funding agreement that would provide 
longevity and support for the excellent work 
they do for our youth in the NWT? Thank you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, again, it 
just reverts to the first question. When the 
Member reached out to me, we had a 
conversation and we looked at their one-year 
proposal. And one of the things we talked 
about was we need to expand it. We can 
expand it for up to three years. So I guess I 
can commit to a new multi-three-year 
agreement with the Kole Crook Fiddle 
Association on top of the one year we already 
got right now. The association submitted a 
proposal. We're going back and forth to fix up 

the second and third year again. So again, I 
would like to confirm that we are working on a 
multiyear agreement with them. And, again, I 
thank the Member for keeping us on our toes 
and advocating for this organization moving 
forward. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Monfwi.  

QUESTION 1296-19(2): 
HIGHWAY NO. 3 TRANSMISSION LINE 

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. On October 25th, 2022, the 
Minister brought her assistant deputy minister 
for energy into the House to talk about 
pre-feasibility work in June of this year for 
hydro projects such as the one in Gameti. 
They said they would be working with the 
Tlicho government on technical studies in next 
fiscal year.  

Can the Minister commit to completing a 
feasibility study to see what the cost would be 
to connect residents along Highway No. 3 to 
the new electrical grid? Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister for Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Member is 
correct. We did have a meeting with the Tlicho 
government to advance the project. The phase 
that we're working on right now is to be 
advanced, which includes some of the 
preliminary planning. There is design, 
consultation, engagement activities, 
environmental baseline studies, and also 
development of a refined capital costs 
estimate. And I think that's really important, 
Madam Speaker, as we advance these 
projects. We need to ensure that the cost 
estimates are correct so when we go to the 
federal government looking for some support, 
that we have up-to-date cost estimates. And, 
yes, I will work with the government and 
continue to work with the government as I 
believe that's what we're doing now. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you. 

On October 31st, I asked the Minister of 
Finance about the charging station for 
electrical vehicles coming to Behchoko in 
2024. Who are these charging stations for? Is 
the government more concerned with seeing 
electrical vehicles on the road along Highway 
No. 3 over hydro lines connecting Highway 
No. 3 homes and cabins to the grid? Tlicho 
residents do not drive electric vehicles 
because many of us are still using diesel to 
power our homes. Thank you.  
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HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'm not sure if I 
heard a question in there. But I will respond to 
the Member's comments in saying that, yes, 
the Minister of Finance did talk about the 
budget and the electrical vehicles. This is part 
of our 2030 Energy Strategy, Madam Speaker. 
These are some of the projects that we need 
to start doing now to be able to meet targets, 
meet federal targets. So, I mean, yes, the 
electrical vehicles will be situated in Behchoko, 
and our hope is that it would be used for 
anybody that needs to connect to the corridor 
to Alberta. So those are our plans right now. 
Thank you.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Yeah, I did 

ask who are these charging stations for, but I'll 
go on to next questions.  

The Minister previously told the House in June 
her department would finalize the routing 
corridor for the Whati Transmission Line by fall 
2022. Did the department meet this target? 
Thank you.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, that was our hope. 
We did look at some of the options on the 
routing. We're trying to connect the Whati to 
the North Slave hydro system, to go along the 
existing winter road roughly about the 
east -- to the west side to be able to connect to 
our current hydro facility directly. So I can get 
back to the Member in terms of timeline for 
when we will have it done. Thanks.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Final supplementary. Member for Monfwi.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you. 

The Minister said the Department of 
Infrastructure would collaborate with the Tlicho 
government on the routing corridor. Can the 
Minister explain in detail what input the Tlicho 
government have on the project and how they 
participated? Thank you.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, how much time do 
we have? Because we've been doing a lot 
of -- having a lot of conversation and if she 
wants me to go in detail, I can. It'll take some 
time but I won't. Actually, I will speak a little 
more about some of the meetings we had the 
Tlicho government to be able to discuss this 
project, including the Tlicho government's 
suggested use of a progressive design build 
approach. We also -- which consisted with the 
GNWT, Tlicho government, Infrastructure 
cooperation agreement. So we have that 
agreement in place so that we can work with 
the Tlicho government and, you know, be able 
to determine who should lead the different 

aspects of this project, and I think that's 
important to involve Tlicho government in this. 
They provided the GNWT with the proposal to 
initiate some of the technical refresh study to 
identify an acceptable routing corridor for the 
project, also update the cost estimate as I 
mentioned. So the GNWT and Tlicho are 
working together in a partnership to do this 
study, which started in May. And fall is not 
over. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Thebacha.  

QUESTION 1297-19(2): 
HOUSING 

MS. MARTSELOS: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, yesterday I 
received a very negative response from the 
housing Minister on behalf of some 
constituents. In short, there is now an 
Indigenous elderly woman, along with her 
daughter, who are now homeless and couch 
surfing. It is moments like these that I feel 
demoralized, defeated, and disgusted at the 
system.  

Can the Minister explain if her department 
supports reconciliation despite putting more 
vulnerable Indigenous people onto the street 
with some of her decisions? Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister of Housing NWT.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, and thank you to the Member for her 
question. And just commenting on this specific 
file, we have seen a lot of situations like this 
occur throughout the Northwest Territories. 
We are currently under a policy review. We 
are looking at establishing and working with 
the renewal document that we have completed 
this year. Throughout the success of Housing 
NWT, we are concentrated on putting units on 
the ground, working with people productively, 
and looking for positive outcomes. We have a 
number of programs that are suitable for each 
of the residents of the Northwest Territories, 
and Housing NWT does work diligently with 
each of the clients throughout the Northwest 
Territories. We do support our local housing 
authorities in them establishing work on our 
behalf. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, 

defeating a person who is trying to make 
things right is not okay. My constituent is 
correcting herself and is trying to better her 
life. Rather than working with other 
departments in an integrated case 
management approach to support this person, 
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the housing Minister is choosing instead to 
shut the door on her and have her to be 
homeless. Is the Minister okay with that? 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And I want to correct that - Housing 
is not here to completely say "no" to each of 
our clients and we do find problematic 
situations with our tenants. We are here to 
work with them fairly throughout the Northwest 
Territories. I have identified a number of 
programming that is available to the individual, 
and we are there to support each of our 
tenants fairly throughout the Northwest 
Territories and through a collaboration with the 
Indigenous governments as well. We look 
forward to successes in each of our 
communities. Mahsi, Madam Speaker.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, since 

the Minister is also the Minister of 
Homelessness, the unfairness of another 
constituent case is not okay either. Defending 
staff who make wrong decisions is not okay. 
My constituent who lost his house to a tornado 
has to crawl onto an airplane every time he 
flies because of his mobility issues. This is a 
man who worked 35 years for the Government 
of the Northwest Territories and trusted the 
system to be fair with him but was failed. Is the 
Minister okay with that? Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I know it is inappropriate to be 
speaking about individual client files on the 
floor of this House, but I do want to remind the 
Member as well that housing does react and 
does provide adequate services when we are 
looking at residents that have extreme 
conditions that have suffered extraordinary 
circumstances - fires, evacuations, floods. We 
have been there to provide assistance to the 
people of the Northwest Territories in trying to 
accommodate them as quickly as possible. 
Some of these residents did not have to wait 
on the waitlist. Some of them did not even 
have an application, and we were there to 
provide fair and adequate client service to 
each of these individuals. Mahsi, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Final supplementary. Member for Thebacha.  

MS. MARTSELOS: Madam Speaker, will the 

Minister admit that her department made a 
mistake and also commit to compensate my 
constituent for lost funds that he should have 
never spent on market rental housing because 
he should have been moved to public 
housing? Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Housing NWT is currently in the role 
right now of looking at our policy changes. We 
are speaking with the Indigenous groups, 
stakeholders at the ground level. When we're 
providing adequate services, we're looking at 
the threshold that is provided. Unfortunately, at 
this time, the individual was only able to 
access market housing. But we were able to 
efficiently provide housing in such an unusual 
circumstance and in such an emergency. 
Housing and the local housing authority as 
well did provide that adequate assistance. And 
right now, Madam Speaker, we are looking at 
putting more houses on the ground in each of 
these communities. And I want to just confirm 
right now that Housing is going to be 
constructing two units under our co-investment 
fund and also through our CIRNAC allocation 
of federal funding, we're putting in additional 
four units in the Member's riding, Madam 
Speaker. I feel that Housing has done a fair 
and adequate client service throughout the 
Northwest Territories, and I continue to 
support my department. Mahsi, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Great Slave.  

QUESTION 1298-19(2): 
DISABLED TENANTS SUPPORT 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, before I ask my questions, 
it's been a very long session and I appear to 
have mixed up two very strong men in my 
Member's statement, Chief Vital Abel and Vital 
Manuel. So I would like to apologize to Mr. 
Manuel's parents. I did mix that up, and it has 
been a really long session. So my apologies 
there.  

My questions are for the Minister of Housing. 
As I mentioned yesterday, there were issues 
with accessibility for some of the residents in 
the Lanky Court Apartments. Can the Minister 
speak to whether or not the snow clearing of 
the boardwalk has been done? Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister of Housing NWT.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, and thank you to the Member too. 
This is such an important question as well too 
when we're working with people with 
disabilities and trying to provide adequate 
services. The snow removal, according to the 
last update that I was given, has been 
completed. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
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MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

And I do appreciate the Minister's office 
responding quite quickly and having that done 
so that the student can return to school this 
week.  

Can the Minister speak to -- we are going to 
have a greater snowfall this year. That has 
been predicted and such. And it just does 
seem to happen that we're getting these 
greater and greater sort of weather events. 
Can the Minister speak to how this is going to 
go moving forward? I do understand that it is 
the owner of the property's responsibility to 
clear and keep the accesses and entrances 
clear of snow and ice; however, there is an 
obligation from the Housing NWT to do this as 
well. So can the Minister speak to how she's 
going to ensure that the snow removal 
continues through this winter? Thank you.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, as well. And just putting on my 
workers' safety and compensation hat as well 
too, that this is a priority within our government 
in Housing facilities. I will follow up with the 
department to making sure that we have 
adequate safe entrances in our buildings that 
we either lease or that we either own. Mahsi, 
Madam Speaker.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

I'm going to segue a little bit on the housing 
minister. And could she provide us with an 
update on what's happening with the Inuvik 
shelter and whether or not a contractor has 
been found there? Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral 

questions. Member for Yellowknife North. 

QUESTION 1299-19(2): 
BUDGET TRANSPARENCY 

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Presently through the Department of Municipal 
and Community Affairs, we require every 
single municipality to have an asset 
management plan. This essentially lists every 
single asset and piece of infrastructure they 
own, its operation and maintenance, and then 
a life cycle replacement cost. And obviously 
we would require this to be public because we 
don't let municipalities do things in-camera. 
But the GNWT, as far as I know, doesn't have 
any asset management plan. The closest thing 
we have is a 20-year capital needs 
assessment which lists the assets we own and 
what we could relatively expect to replace over 
20 years. This is not -- I must admit I haven't 
seen a recent version of this, and it's not a 
public document. So my question for the 
Minister of Finance is whether that is 

something she would be willing to publish? 
Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I think this 
question actually came up, or a version of it, 
during Committee of the Whole. And the 
Members were assured there is an asset 
management plan, and there is a very 
thorough process by which we are keeping 
track of all of the assets of the government 
and the capital needs and any, you know, 
needs for maintenance, etcetera, through all 
the departments, particularly the Department 
of Infrastructure.  

Now with respect to where the question 
actually got to, which is whether or not we'll be 
publishing a 20-year capital -- or the 20-year 
capital needs assessment, Madam Speaker, 
again as I think I said earlier in COW this 
session, that's a snapshot in time. It's not a 
detailed document. Actually, we did do a bit of 
a scan -- because this conversation does 
come up every session, did do a bit of a 
jurisdictional scan and we were sitting quite 
nicely in the middle of the pack. Most of the 
other jurisdictions we looked at provide 
similarly high-level documents. Member gave 
me a heads up on Alberta, for example. Not a 
single dollar figure is in that, Madam Speaker. 
It's really just meant to be a snapshot. And in 
appendix B of the capital plan, you can 
actually look there and see exactly how we 
developed that capital plan and the priorities 
therein. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MR. JOHNSON: I think I'll have to ask 

Infrastructure whether they have an asset 
management plan and will make it public. I'll 
put them on notice there.  

Okay, so my understanding is then we have a 
five-year needs assessment as well which is a 
bit less of a snapshot in time and that 
it -- perhaps some financial thinking has 
actually gone into it, and if you've made it into 
the five-year needs assessment, probably 
much more likely to actually be funded. Is this 
document something the Minister is willing to 
publish?  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, Members 
of the House do receive the five-year plan. 
Again, consensus government's a little bit 
different. This isn't necessarily how it would 
happen in a lot of governments elsewhere in 
Canada. But we do have that opportunity here 
to do things a bit differently. So Members do 
receive that. The public doesn't get a copy of 
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the five-year plan, and the real and simple 
reason for that is the concern around ensuring 
fairness in the procurement process. If a total 
budget is put forward on a project, then there 
is a live concern amongst procurement that, in 
fact, every bid's going to bid to the project 
price rather than ensuring a competitive 
process in tendering. So that's the reason the 
plan doesn't get published, Madam Speaker. 
We have tried to put some more information 
out this year. There was a graphic included, 
for example, in the capital plan that was 
provided. So, you know, again trying to get a 
bit more information out and make it more user 
friendly. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. The other document which I would 
like to see, which I'm actually not sure 
exists -- I know we have a five-year needs 
assessment showing what we need. But 
whether we have a multiyear capital plan? I 
note I can go to the infrastructure acquisition 
plan and it shows we are currently planning to 
spend $1.4 billion in the future years. But 
there's certainly nothing that shows what 
we've already spent, the listing projects, 
whether things are on time, whether things are 
completed, if something gets 
completed -- well, we don't ever actually know 
that and we certainly never see a final cost of 
any project publicly listed anywhere. So I think 
some sort of planning document would be very 
helpful. Is the Minister willing to create a 
multiyear capital plan? Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I'm going 
to take a bit from my colleague down the way 
here and the Minister of Infrastructure. The 
Department of Infrastructure really does have 
the lead for a large portion of the capital 
projects that go through, and that department, 
in response to concerns like this, is actually 
developing a dashboard. It will be a public 
dashboard and will be providing exactly the 
kind of synopsis that the Member's describing. 
And I can certainly commit to keep him 
updated as to the progress on that dashboard, 
or I'm sure my colleague will. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Find supplementary. Member for Yellowknife 
North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Yeah, and I'd be very interested to 
know whether Infrastructure is going to include 
the projects that don't fall under it. You know, I 
know we're building quite a number of 
long-term care facilities under Health and 

Social Services that -- not under Infrastructure, 
as an example.  

And lastly, in our capital plan, we get one 
sentence description of projects, and then 
what happens is Members kind of ask, you 
know, what's going on with this playground 
fencing? Or we just ask these tedious 
questions that takes us hours and hours of 
review to get any information out there 
publicly. But I know that the departments have 
some sort of brief description more than one 
sentence. And I'm just wondering if those 
descriptions would be something the Minister 
would be willing to publish with future capital 
plans. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. So, again, Madam Speaker, 
that unusual consensus government process 
is that Members who would be on these sort 
of, quote unquote, "other side of the House" 
do get what are called substantiation sheets. 
That does give a fair bit of detail about 
upcoming projects. And it does include the 
budgetary detail that, again, right now most 
governments would consider to be not part of 
good procurement practice to be sharing 
publicly. So that's why those don't go out. But 
the point of the dashboard -- a part of the 
dashboard, the purpose of the dashboard I 
was just describing, is exactly that, to give that 
snapshot of where projects are at and what 
has been spent on them. So, again, looking 
forward to having that out in public so that 
hopefully there will come a year where we 
don't have to have this conversation during the 
capital session. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral 

questions. Member for Kam Lake.  

QUESTION 1300-19(2): 
INTEGRATED SERVICE DELIVERY 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, my 
questions today are for the Minister 
responsible for integrated service delivery, the 
Minister of Justice. The GNWT committed to 
integrated service delivery as a 
whole-of-government approach at the onset of 
the government. Is shifting the entire system of 
the GNWT, the whole-of-government 
integrated service delivery, still within the short 
or long-term focus of the government? Thank 
you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister of Justice.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Yes, it is. I would have liked to see 
more progress on this during the life of this 
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government, but we had quite an ambitious 
mandate. We dealt with COVID. And we 
weren't able to put the time into working on 
integrating services the way I would have liked 
to see. But it is definitely still a priority for us 
and for me personally. Thank you.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I 
completely agree with the Minister that it 
needs to be a priority and that it stands to not 
only better serve Northerners, but it stands to 
actually save the government quite a bit of 
money on their bottom line every year.  

Earlier this year, the Minister spoke about the 
challenges associated with privacy laws when 
trying to provide residents with a 
multi-departmental approach to service 
delivery. How is the GNWT addressing this 
and on what timeline? Thank you very much, 
Madam Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Recently there was a report done 
that looked at our attempts to integrate 
services and some of the barriers. And out of 
that report there were things identified such as 
these privacy issues. And so from that steps 
have been taken. Departments are working on 
addressing those issues. So that work is 
happening, and it is ongoing. Thank you.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, 
Recommendation No. 9 of the Report of the 
Review of the 2022 Audit of Addictions, 
Prevention and Recovery Services that was 
tabled by the Standing Committee on 
Government Operations recommended that 
the Department of Health and Social Services 
and the health and social services authorities 
set up a distinct method for frontline staff to 
identify barriers to care and cultural safety or 
propose better practices and policies on an 
ongoing basis and provide a timeline for 
implementation.  

So will the Minister responsible for integrated 
service delivery ensure that a similar frontline 
feedback loop exists for all frontline staff within 
the government? Thank you.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And I wish I could commit to that. 
You know, I've spoken about that for years. 
But that's another area that we are working on. 
And I wish I had better answers. This is a work 
in progress. When you have something that 
includes all of government, it is -- it's a big 
project. You have a number of departments. 
Everyone needs to be on the same page. 
Everyone needs to be on the same timelines. 
Everyone needs to be available for the same 

meetings and there's only so many people to 
go around. So we are plugging away at it, and 
we are taking steps in that direction. Thank 
you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Final supplementary. 

Member for Kam Lake.  

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I must 
admit that I do find this very frustrating. It's 
something that we as Members have been 
talking about on both sides of the House for 
the life of this Assembly, but it doesn't seem to 
be something that really we can move the bar 
on. And it's very frustrating given how reliant 
our constituents are on more than one service 
in order to be able to address their basic 
needs of life.  

So in March of this year, Madam Speaker, the 
Minister indicated that before income 
assistance and Housing NWT could provide 
integrated service delivery that they needed to 
first agree on principles and standards of 
practice. Can the Minister confirm if these 
principles and standards of practice have been 
agreed on and when integrated service 
delivery between housing and income 
assistance will be visible for residents? Thank 
you.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I'll have to get back to the Member 
on that. But as we are doing reviews of 
different programs, for example in ECE, we 
are taking steps to try and adjust the programs 
so that we can move towards something like 
this so that, you know, whether you are an 
ECE representative or, you know, you worked 
in the housing frontline, you will have 
perhaps -- we're trying to free up time, 
streamline processes, so that departments can 
work more closely together. But for the 
Member's specific question, I will get back to 
her. Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Monfwi.  

QUESTION 1301-19(2): 
INDIGENOUS GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: A question 

for the Minister of Housing. Madam Speaker, 
increasingly the federal government is 
providing housing funding directly to 
Indigenous government. It is critical for 
Housing NWT to develop relationships with 
Indigenous government and support the 
capacity of Indigenous government to deliver 
housing to NWT residents. What services or 
support is Housing NWT providing to 
Indigenous government? Thank you.  
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister of Housing NWT.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, and thank you to the Member for the 
question. Developing these relationships with 
the Indigenous government, for me, is crucial. 
I myself come from a smaller community. I 
come from a settled land claim area and also 
with self-government within my riding as well 
too. And I feel that these partnerships are 
crucial. This is the way that we need to be 
addressing housing together. In the Member's 
riding, we do have an established working 
group with Indigenous governments as well. 
We do have an active community housing plan 
throughout her riding as well. And with Whati 
being the first community housing plan to be 
completed, this plan identifies crucial housing 
needs coming right from the grassroots level. I 
would like to see this document as a lobbying 
document to the federal government. And with 
the Member's success in her riding that her 
Indigenous government received a significant 
amount through the distinction-based funding 
that was distributed throughout the Northwest 
Territories. And I continue to be working with 
those positive working relationships and 
developing them with the Indigenous 
governments throughout the Northwest 
Territories. Mahsi, Madam Speaker.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Thank you. 

What capacity building initiatives are being 
developed by Housing NWT to support 
Indigenous government? Thank you.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And I just wanted to apologize to the 
interpreters that, you know, I'm quite 
passionate about the portfolio and I was 
speaking probably a little bit too quickly.  

So with the renewal, we are looking at the 
policy reviews throughout the Northwest 
Territories. And right now, we are looking at 42 
of them that have been submitted to the 
council of leaders housing working group 
where each of the Indigenous governments 
throughout the Northwest Territories have the 
opportunity to challenge us on how we do 
business throughout the territory, whether it's 
working or not. In the Member's riding as well 
too, the close working relationship that 
Housing has with the Tlicho government, they 
do meet periodically as well. There are a 
number of visits that Housing has done within 
the Member's riding as well and to address 
housing -- crucial housing concerns at the 
community level. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Many 

Indigenous governments want to directly 
operate and manage their own rental 

properties but lack territorial or federal funding 
to subsidize these units so they are affordable 
to NWT residents. To increase housing 
options and support affordable housing, can 
Housing NWT commit to subsidizing 
Indigenous government owned rental 
properties as a part of their service provisions 
with Indigenous government? Thank you.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And I just want to comment on the 
distinction-based funding that the Member's 
riding had received. It was announced that 
they did receive $42 million. I think it's over a 
consecutive seven years. And they're coming 
forward with different plans of what it is that 
they want to address within their communities 
as well too. I just want to say that looking at 
subsidizing housing in the Member's riding, we 
already do have public housing units within her 
communities as well that are significantly 
subsidized already. We are in the process now 
of lobbying the federal government for 
operation and maintenance funding for our 
own units. But we do continue to work very 
strategically with the Tlicho government as 
well. It's a partnership that I'm very proud of. 
We just recently signed an MOU as well which 
really brings us to the table to be working 
collaboratively when it comes to addressing 
housing issues within the Member's riding. 
Mahsi, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Final supplementary. Member for Monfwi.  

MS. WEYALLON-ARMSTRONG: Well, I want 

to say something else, but I'll just -- I'll go and 
talk to her after because I don't think she really 
answered my questions, but. So if not, can 
Housing NWT commit to asking the federal 
government for additional funding to subsidize 
Indigenous government-owned rental 
properties? Thank you.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. The Member's riding is a settled land 
claim area and is a self-government 
area -- land claim area as well too. I'm not a 
part of those federal conversations that they 
have directly with the federal government. And 
looking at the housing allocation and the 
funding that they had for housing and 
infrastructure funding, I feel that we can meet 
together; we can work together. But the reality 
is, is that this is a settled land claim area and 
whether they want us at the table, they will 
invite us. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Hay River South.  
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QUESTION 1302-19(2): 
SUPPORT FOR YOUTH AT RISK 

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. These questions are for the Minister 
of MACA. Madam Speaker, this government 
has to empower youth. To do that, we need to 
hear their voices; we need their support; and 
we need their guidance to determine their 
needs and wants. Madam Speaker, we talk 
about engaging youth. Will the Minister 
responsible for MACA commit to a 
departmental increase in funding for all sports, 
recreation, and youth programs that will 
specifically target those youth that are 
identified as being at risk? Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Minister of 

MACA.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the value 
and benefits of sport and recreation of youth 
opportunities sits really deeply with me. When 
I was 12 years old, my mother got me involved 
to become a volunteer and I've been 
volunteering ever since. I also spent 28 years 
in the field of sport,rbc recreation and youth. 
And some of the programs that we developed 
are still here today. And it's been very 
beneficial. However -- and I can commit that 
MACA is continuing to work closely with 
organizations who work with youth to help 
develop broad programming including cultural 
program so that we have positive 
opportunities. But in regards to what the 
Member has asked, I can commit to work with 
the department and committee during the main 
review to consider future funding because, 
again, this hasn't been done in a long time. So 
we need to look at this and see how we 
collaboratively can work together. And this 
addresses some of the challenges that I've 
heard on the floor here this past session. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Children and 
Youth Resiliency Program is a meaningful 
program but it's severely underfunded. Will the 
Minister commit to look at the current funding 
allocation and potentially increase it to an 
acceptable level? Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, this 
program continues to support children, 
primarily from the age of 0 to 5, for program 
opportunities to support physical literacy, an 
important part of development in long -- you 
know, lifelong active lifestyles. As I said 
previous in the other question, I can commit to 

work with the department and committee 
during the main review to consider future 
funding for this program. It is very important. It 
does some really good benefits. It starts at a 
young age and the work that's done in the 
community. So, yes, I will work with committee 
to review this program as well. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. You know, Madam Speaker, we talk 
about NGOs and all the good work that they 
do throughout the years year after year. So, 
Madam Speaker, as with most NGOs year to 
year funding is an issue when what is needed 
is multiyear funding that allows for stability.  

Madam Speaker, will the Minister commit to 
establishing multiyear funding through the 
NGO Stabilization Fund for organizations such 
as the Hay River Ski Club? Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Wow, I think he's 

just trying to go on a run here. I don't know if I 
can keep on saying yes because it's starting to 
hurt me here.  

Madam Speaker, I understand that NGOs are 
seeking multiyear agreements for their 
organizations. I recognize these agreements 
support long-term planning and provide 
security that organizations require to hire and 
maintain staff. The NGO Stabilization Fund, 
however, has never provided core funding. It 
exists solely to provide short-term support to 
organizations who require assistance to 
stabilize management or operations or 
address extraordinary costs. Contributions are 
intended only to address the stabilization or 
extraordinary needs rather than core long-term 
funding. I know that previously that EIAs 
working on some stuff on this, and as a 
Cabinet we're looking at this. So with the 
stabilization fund, it's, again, short-term, but I 
think we are looking as a whole-of-government 
on that very issue. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Final supplementary. Member for Hay River 
South.  

MR. ROCKY SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. You know, it's good to hear that 
because, you know, here in the last few 
weeks, you know, we've been talking about 
youth and all the things that we should do for 
youth, and so it's time for us to, you know, 
walk the talk and step up to the plate and 
that's providing them the services that they 
require.  
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So the other issue -- another issue here 
is -- and I've talked to youth in -- and parents 
also in Hay River, about access to facilities. 
And I'm finding that some of the Indigenous 
children, and maybe some that are at risk, 
don't feel like they're being served. So, Madam 
Speaker, will the Minister commit to working 
with other departments and community youth 
to identify the need for a youth facility in 
communities where none exist and find ways 
to establish one? Thank you.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Municipal and Community 
Affairs does provide funding for 36 youth 
centres across the Northwest Territories under 
the Youth Initiative Program. We contribute 
about $14,000 to each facility to support their 
operations. MACA is committed to establishing 
an interdepartmental working group on youth 
to provide the GNWT a forum that will be able 
to coordinate youth programs and services to 
support local community priorities. And that's 
part of the youth strategy that we're working 
on.  

However, the question that the Member asked, 
if there's a community that wishes to establish 
a new facility dedicated to youth, there are 
MACA staff that can support the 
government -- their community government 
with their plans both to establish a facility and 
to coordinate youth-based programming. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Tu 
Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

QUESTION 1303-19(2): 
TU NEDHE WIILIDEH CONSTITUENCY 

SUPPORT 

MR. EDJERICON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I believe the reason so many First 
Nation governments don't recognize the 
GNWT as a system -- of our system faults 
when constitutionally protected 
self-government agreements are being 
established through the modern claim process. 
Why would anyone want to make space for a 
territorial government that is so out of step with 
priorities of its residents and struggling to 
deliver their most fundamental rights?  

Madam Speaker, I said it before and why am I 
here? If political priorities can't influence 
decision-making, why are many of us here as 
MLAs if consensus is really about the stability 
of GNWT departments rather than meeting the 
needs of our residents? My question to the 
Premier is what can we do to work together so 

that my luggage can be put on the train even 
though it left the station? Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Honourable Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. The question is really 
difficult. I mean, I'm going to start with the last 
part of it that says what I can do to make sure 
my luggage is put on the train that's already 
left, I'm guessing you kind of wait for the train 
to come back. But, really, and seriously, in 
seriousness, Madam Speaker, I hear the 
Member, and I do agree with him that we can't 
be working in silos anymore. We've done that 
for too long. And so I think that that's 
recognized by this government. And so we're 
trying to look at ways that we can work better 
with the Indigenous governments. You know, 
we've always had the intergovernmental 
council meetings with devolution groups. But 
this government brought forward the council of 
leaders so that all Indigenous governments 
would have a chance to have a voice. And 
we're working on serious issues at that table, 
like climate change. Like the Minister said, 42 
policies that were brought forward to the 
council of leaders for housing policies and 
looked at. That was their number one goal at 
that council of leaders when we defined the 
agenda and so that's what they're working on 
first, and we'll move from that. We also 
brought the modern treaty groups so that 
groups that have settled claims can actually 
look at the implementation. So I think the best 
thing we can do to make sure the priorities 
are -- all priorities are addressed is that we 
continue to meet together. We don't -- even 
though the discussions are hard, we need to 
sit there. It's only when we work together and 
listen to each other, be willing to compromise 
and be able to understand each other, that 
we'll actually serve the best for residents all 
throughout the NWT. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

MR. EDJERICON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I was going to say that, she made a 
comment about the council of leaders 
etcetera. But not long ago there was an article 
put out by Herb Norweigian talking about 
settled claims and unsettled claims as to how 
they're treated. So my question to the Premier 
is how can we build new relationships so that 
we are able to make sure that we're all on the 
same page? Thank you.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. That is, again, one of the 
reasons that we brought together the council 
of leaders, because it's not only land claims 
and self-governments that we need to work 
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with, we need to work with all Indigenous 
governments. So that was the focus of the 
council of leaders. We also meet with 
bilaterals with all Indigenous governments 
across the Northwest Territories - some twice 
a year, some once a year, sometimes three 
times a year. But, again, the whole key is to be 
able to sit at the table together to address the 
issues together. And that's what we're trying to 
do in this government. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

MR. EDJERICON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. This dialogue "government for the 
sake of government" can't continue. We have 
one year left to change our system, to make 
real change happen for our people. So, 
Madam Speaker, in all -- it's a concern for me 
to say that, you know, yes, we got one year 
left in our term. How can we fix the problems 
we're having? Right now as it is for me to 
address any issue in my riding, I got to deal 
with policy and government. And right now it's 
really concerning. So we're going to have to 
do better as a government. We got one year 
left to change it because otherwise if we don't 
do it, then why am I here? I'm saying that if 
it's -- if we can't fix it, then consensus is not 
working. What I'm saying by that is that we all 
got to work together but it seems like we're not 
doing it. Thank you, Madam Speaker. I'd like 
to know what the Premier can do to improve 
this relationship. Thank you.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. I agree 100 percent that we 
all need to work together to actually address 
the issues. And we try to do that. There will be 
times that we don't agree, but it's not a matter 
of just one person trying to get their way. And I 
think that we have to recognize that in 
relationships. We all make commitments at the 
beginning of this government to work on 
relationships. But it can't be one person. It 
can't be the Premier alone. So every single 
Member here has to try to work on the 
relationships. We're not going to get 
everything we want. We don't have enough 
money. I've already said that. If we had billions 
and billions of dollars, I'd give every single 
person here billions of dollars but we don't 
have it. So we need to be able to, all of us, be 
really conscious in how we work together, 
listen to each other. A wise chief told me it's 
not only listening, you have to hear each other. 
And so that's what we all need to work on. I'm 
going to try to do my part, Madam Speaker, 
but I can't do it alone. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Member for 

Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh. Final supplementary.  

MR. EDJERICON: Yeah, thank you. Thank 

you, Madam Speaker. Yeah, I'm glad 
that -- you know, I hear that. And, you know, 
we got a year left and we got to make sure 
that we deliver what we say we're going to 
deliver. And we got two land claims that's 
outstanding. That should really be given top 
priority. And as it is right now, I also have a 
constituent member that was turned down for 
medical travel to fly back from Edmonton to 
get her treatment in Hay River tomorrow. 
Again, the system, its policies are broken. It's 
not working for the people in my riding. And so 
I often wonder, you know, yes, I'm glad that 
we want to work together but the policies of 
government needs to change because the 
MLAs here, we're elected by the people. Why 
is it that we can't make decisions when 
policies dictate? Why am I here? And so 
changes need to happen. Thank you. The 
question to the Premier is what can we 
continue to improve this relationship? Thank 
you.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Yes, we recognize that there 
is no government system that's 100 percent 
perfect. I haven't met one government out 
there yet that should be able to say that they 
have everything down and they're doing 
everything right, and not even one person. I'm 
62 years old pretty soon here, Madam 
Speaker, and I've said when I was 50 years 
old that I can either sit and just curl up, or I can 
keep continuing to learn. So all of us have to 
continue to learn and continue to grow and 
government departments also. So I think that's 
why we made the commitment at the council 
of leaders that the housing, all of the policies 
would be looked at within that. I think that's 
why the Minister of Health and Social Services 
is doing a review of the medical services that 
are being provided. So it's not that we're not 
trying to support each other; it's that we're 
limited as well within the compliance. Not only 
policies but financially as well and we have to 
live within that.  

But, Madam Speaker, I'd like to also address 
the reason that the MLA is here, hopefully is 
because he does have an important role in the 
Legislative Assembly. If we don't have 
representatives from every single riding, then 
we are not listening to the words of the people. 
And so I know sometimes we don't get what 
we want but it's critical that every person has a 
voice in the NWT, and that means that MLAs 
have to be here to be able to carry forward 
those voices. As tough as they can be and as 
mean as they can be some days, Madam 
Speaker, we're here to hear. Thank you.  
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral 

questions. Member for Nunakput. 

QUESTION 1304-19(2): 
SUPPORT FOR YOUTH SPORTS 

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, you know, earlier 
in this session I spoke about the importance of 
regional sporting events in our region of 
Beaufort Delta and Nunakput. So, Madam 
Speaker, can the Minister advise me what's 
the state of the potential of regional sport in 
the Beaufort Delta and where he's at with it 
since last I spoke about it? Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Is that for 

Minister of MACA?  

MR. JACOBSON: Yes.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, just to make sure. 

Minister of MACA.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: I was hoping it 

was for the Minister of Lands but I guess that's 
me too, so. I thank the Member for this. I've 
had conversations with the Member, and he's 
very passionate about giving that opportunity 
for the youth in the Beau-Del. There used to 
be an organization called the Beaufort Delta 
Recreation Association. And they would be 
able to get together with the communities and 
have these conversations about how they 
would be able to offer regional events, working 
with the schools, and whether it was 
winter/summer and that there. So 
unfortunately I've been advised that this 
organization doesn't exist right now but the 
funding still does. So, again, it works with -- on 
a reimbursement with the communities. So 
that's where that is right now. But I'm more 
than willing to talk to the Member further on 
this. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. What's the process, Madam 
Speaker, that we could get these 
organizations back up and running because I 
really feel that my students in the outlying 
communities of Sachs Harbour, Paulatuk, and 
Ulukhaktok are really shortchanged on being 
able to travel and do sports, especially when 
we have some really talented youth up there. 
So what's the process, and is the Minister 
willing to come on a tour with me to visit with 
our leadership and let them know the good 
news that there's funding available? Thank 
you, Madam Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: No. I'm just 

joking. Yes, so the process is very much 
community-driven. The community needs to 

reach out to the Department of Municipal and 
Community Affairs, the sport and recreation 
and youth coordinators. They do work out to 
them. And start working on it, working 
together. The staff is available. I can tell you 
from my experience in 1994 when I became 
the recreation development officer, I started 
working on the Mackenzie Rec Association, 
and it is a very valid organization, and so is the 
BDSRA. It was a very valid organization. It 
addressed some of the things that the Member 
talked about. Give them the opportunity to 
provide regional and community events, 
training and that. So that there is what I will do 
is, is I'll make sure that the regional from the 
Inuvik and Sahtu reach out to the Member and 
the communities and start working on that 
process.  

In regards to the tour, I'm more than willing to 
work with the Member, and we'll try to set up a 
time realizing all our schedules are really busy 
right now. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MR. JACOBSON: Madam Speaker, that was 

a long time ago. I was 21 years old. I just 
graduated from high school. I graduated at 17 
but I was 21. Still young. I think I had one or 
two children by then. So, Madam Speaker, you 
know, I realize the Member from the HR in the 
south asked about increasing funding, and I 
thank him for that for saying we're looking into 
this. But can the Minister provide us with a list 
of programs when it was developed and how 
much was in that budget for that? Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. I'm going to age Jackie a bit 
here -- or the Member from Nunakput. I've 
actually known Jackie since when he was in 
high school in Inuvik so we had that 
opportunity to meet him and his mother, and it 
was great, that opportunity. And by 1994, I had 
seven children so, you know, it's very active, 
you know, getting stuff done. So in regards to 
making that commitment, yes, I'll make that 
commitment to get that information, you know, 
making sure that I give him the data that, you 
know, what programs are out there, when they 
were developed, and how much is there so we 
can get that information to the committee. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Final supplementary. Member for Nunakput.  

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. No, I thank the Minister for that. So 
he still never said "yes" for me tour with his 
staff, with MACA staff going into the 
communities in regards to letting us trying to 
work together for the youth of Sachs Harbour, 
Ulukhaktok, and Paulatuk for our tournaments, 
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regional tournaments in the Beaufort Delta, 
where we bring all our youth together where it 
used to be a lot of fun in those days that we 
don't have that going on anymore. Our youth 
need that. So, Madam Speaker, would the 
Minister commit to working with us to coming 
up north to Beaufort Delta to help me help him. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: So I got two 

minutes and five seconds to go here? Just 
joking. I'm make a commitment again. I 
thought I made a commitment to the second 
question. But, yes, I will go to the 
Member's -- I'll go with the other Ministers as 
well. I think the Member is doing a great job, 
and I'm more than willing to work with his 
communities on this. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Oral questions. Member for Great Slave.  

QUESTION 1305-19(2): 
ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

I should not have used the word "segue" in my 
last time and tipped you off that I was 
changing topic.  

Can the Minister of Housing please provide us 
with an update on the Inuvik shelter and 
whether or not a contractor has been found? 
Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. 

Minister of Housing NWT.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And thank you to the Member for the 
question because this is such an important 
issue in the Beaufort Delta, addressing 
homelessness. We did have some issues with 
the contractor and the delivery of the 
programming there as well too. We did have 
the request for proposal that did go out, and 
we did not receive a submission. And we had 
some nonprofit organizations that we were 
trying to work with. We soon identified that we 
need to further look at the training that we 
need to provide to the NGOs in the region and 
throughout the Northwest Territories as well, 
that we will be working with the NGOs 
addressing homelessness differently because 
we do need to provide adequate training and 
look for further funding for these program 
initiatives. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

I do understand the trouble of trying to get an 
NGO in a community to run something when 
there aren't really any NGOs in that 
community that would want to take that on. 

And as a result of that, you know, and given 
the sensitive nature of this type of work, you 
know, hiring minimum wage workers here and 
that are not going to be adequately trained, as 
the Minister said, is not the solution. So can 
the Minister speak to whether or not the 
department is considering running the shelter 
themselves and having workers there be 
GNWT employees? Thank you.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And this is something that we did try 
in the past as well too, and bringing on the 
shelter and employing them as GNWT 
employees. It was for a temporary period of 
time to give us some time to be working with 
the community, with the Indigenous 
governments, and try to come up with a 
solution. And also addressing the urgency in 
Inuvik as well too, we have been working with 
the NGOs that were potentially running the 
program previously. But I will have to get back 
to the Member as well to find what the current 
status is for Inuvik and looking at whether 
we're going to be keeping on the employees 
as GNWT employees. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

So from listening to that, then it's my 
understanding that the GNWT is still running 
the shelter itself with GNWT employees. And 
that going forward, I'm just wondering how do 
we afford that? We all know that the GNWT is 
the most lucrative employer in the North for 
the most part, and we know that we -- when 
we want the NGOs to do it, we don't give them 
any money for it. So I'm curious to know how 
we're going to afford to run the shelter with 
GNWT employees over the wintertime. Are 
you going to be coming back for more money 
from us? Thank you.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And thank you to the Member for the 
question because this is quite crucial in the 
Beaufort Delta, addressing homelessness 
looking at the severe weather conditions as 
well too, and trying to keep those shelters 
open. The program right now is internally 
funded. We will have to come back -- I would 
have to follow up with the Member on looking 
at when are we going to be doing forecasting 
into the future as well too. And one of the 
things I would like to -- I wanted to do is to 
encourage the NGOs at that time that we work 
with them to submit a co-investment 
application. But unfortunately that NGO had 
fallen apart. But it doesn't stop us from trying 
to work with the community and trying to come 
up with solutions to addressing homelessness 
in the Beaufort Delta. Mahsi, Madam Speaker.  
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Final supplementary. Member for Great Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. And again, I guess I just really 
struggle with the idea that we have to rely on 
NGOs who are notoriously underfunded in 
order to take care of our most vulnerable 
people. I just really find that to be 
unacceptable, and I do hope that the 
department is looking and considering that 
they do need to continue on being the operator 
of the shelter. My question, though, is 
around -- I know that when we were in Inuvik 
with social development, that there was a lot of 
conversation around even just proper food for 
people at the shelter. You know, we brought in 
some fruit and things and gave it to them. So 
my question is has the Minister reached out to 
any national organizations such as the Red 
Cross to talk with them about perhaps, you 
know, supplementing the shelter, either with 
workers or from a food security standpoint? 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. The Housing NWT looks at the 
maintenance and the program delivery of 
homelessness more looking at operating of the 
shelter and the building but not necessarily the 
programming. But it could be something -- I'll 
bring this back to the department as well too, 
because I'm always looking for innovative and 
different approaches and ideas that we could 
be doing differently within the portfolio. I will 
have to get back to the Member. Mahsi, 
Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Time for oral questions has expired. Written 
questions. Member for Nunakput.  

Written Questions 

WRITTEN QUESTION 54-19(2): 
CARBON TAX AND THE COST OF LIVING 

MR. JACOBSON: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  

Carbon Tax and the Cost of Living 

My questions are for the Minister of Finance 
regarding the proposed increase in the carbon 
tax, impacts on residents in the small 
communities, and the efforts to mitigate those 
impacts. Can the Minister provide a cost 
estimates on how much home heating fuel bills 
are anticipated to go up for the average 
households in the Nunakput riding?  

1. Can the Minister provide further cost 
estimates on the anticipated average 

increases to household in all NWT 
communities; 

2. Can the Minister provide information on 
how the government's proposed carbon 
tax rates will affect households in each 
community for each year between 2023 
and 2030;  

3. Can the Minister provide the above 
information, can the Minister break down 
the cost impacts on higher home heating 
costs and higher prices for the goods and 
services; 

4. The Minister stated in the House on 
November 1st, 2022, "unfortunately the 
communities in the riding of Nunakput are 
likely to be facing some of the highest 
impacts from the change to the federal 
carbon tax rate." Can the Minister 
alleviate the extra financial pressure 
facing Nunakput residents on carbon tax, 
please include any GNWT analysis to 
establish a tiered cost of living offset 
payments to the territory.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Written 

questions. Returns to written questions. 
Replies to the Commissioner's address. 
Petitions. Reports of committees on the review 
of bills. Reports of standing and special 
committees. Tabling of documents. Minister of 
Justice.  

Tabling of Documents 

TABLED DOCUMENT 794-19(2): 
PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY FOR BILL 65: 

BUILDER’S LIEN ACT 

TABLED DOCUMENT 795-19(2): 
PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY FOR BILL 68: 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHILD DAY CARE 

ACT 

TABLED DOCUMENT 796-19(2): 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CORONER 

SERVICE 2021 ANNUAL REPORT 

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Madam Speaker, I wish 

to table the following three documents: Plain 
Language Summary for Bill 65, Builder's Lien 
Act; Plain Language Summary for Bill 68, An 
Act to Amend the Child Daycare Act; and, 
Northwest Territories Coroner Service 2021 
Annual Report. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents. Minister of Municipal and 
Community Affairs.  
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TABLED DOCUMENT 797-19(2): 
PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY FOR BILL 68, 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION ACT 

TABLED DOCUMENT 798-19(2): 
PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY FOR BILL 67, 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE FIRE 
PREVENTION ACT  

TABLED DOCUMENT 799-19(2): 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 9-1-1 2021-

2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I wish to 
table the following three documents: Plain 
Language Summary for Bill 66, An Act to 
Amend the Property Assessment and Taxation 
Act; Plain Language Summary for Bill 67, An 
Act to Amend the Fire Prevention Act; and, 
Northwest Territories 9-1-1 2021-2022 Annual 
Report.  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents. Minister of Housing NWT.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 800-19(2): 
HOUSING NWT 2021-2022 ANNUAL 

REPORT 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I wish to table the following 
document: Housing NWT 2021-2022 Annual 
Report.  Mahsi, Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents. Minister for Health and Social 
Services.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 801-19(2): 
FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR ORAL 

QUESTIONS 1210-19(2): TREATMENT 
PROGRAMS, ORAL QUESTION 1232-19(2): 

ADDICTIONS TREATMENT, AND ORAL 
QUESTION 1255-19(2): ADDICTIONS 

TREATMENT 

HON. JULIE GREEN: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, I wish to table the 
following document: Follow-up Letter for Oral 
Questions 1210, 1232, and 1255-19(2): 
Addictions Treatment.  Thank you.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents. Member for Kam Lake.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 802-19(2): 
LETTER FROM FERTILITY MATTERS 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker, yesterday 
November 2nd was World Fertility Day. Today 

I wish to table the following document: A Letter 
from Fertility Matters. Thank you.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents. Member for Yellowknife North.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 803-19(2): 
REDACTED REPORT FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
SERVICES FROM THE INTERNAL AUDIT 
BUREAU OBTAINED UNDER ACCESS TO 

INFORMATION 

MR. JOHNSON: Madam Speaker, I wish to 

table the following document: Redacted 
Reports for the Department of Health and 
Social Services from the Internal Audit Bureau 
obtained under Access to Information.  Thank 
you, Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents. Member for Great Slave.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 804-19(2): 
EMAIL EXCHANGE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL 

HEALTH OFFICER REGARDING LANKY 
COURT 

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to table the following 
document: An email exchange with an 
environmental health officer regarding Lanky 
Court. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of 

documents.  

TABLED DOCUMENT 805-19(2): 
SUMMARY OF MEMBERS’ ABSENCE FOR 

THE PERIOD MAY 26 TO OCTOBER 12, 
2022 

Pursuant to section 5 of the Indemnities 
Allowances and Expense Regulations of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Executive 
Council Act, I wish to table the Summary of 
Members' Absence for the period May 26th to 
October 12th, 2022.  

Tabling of documents. Notice of motion. 
Motions. Member for Kam Lake.  

Motions 

MOTION 68-19(2): 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSITION MATTERS, 
CARRIED 

MS. CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker. Madam Speaker,  

WHEREAS the consensus government 
process convention on priority setting and 
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reporting calls for the establishment of a 
special committee on transition matters;  

AND WHEREAS transition to a new Assembly 
is an appropriate time for reporting on matters 
of ongoing action, discussion, and 
consideration;  

AND WHEREAS Members of the 20th 
Assembly may wish to consider how to build 
on the direction and deliberations of the 19th 
Legislative Assembly; 

NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Inuvik Boot Lake, that 
pursuant to Rule 9.2(8), the Legislative 
Assembly hereby establish a Special 
Committee on the Transition Matters; 

AND FURTHER, that the following Members 
be named to the special committee:  

 Mr. Kevin O'Reilly, Member for Frame 
Lake; 

 The Honourable R.J. Simpson, Member 
for Hay River North; 

 Mr. Rocky Simpson, Member for Hay 
River South;  

 Ms. Lesa Semmler, Member for Inuvik 
Twin Lakes; 

 Ms. Jane Weyallon-Armstrong, Member 
for Monfwi; and, 

 The Honourable Shane Thompson, 
Member for Nahendeh.  

AND FURTHERMORE, that the Special 
Committee on Transition Matters be 
established by the terms of reference identified 
as Tabled Document 765-19(2). Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
Motion is carried. I should say abstentions. 
Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Member for Thebacha.  

MOTION 69-19(2): 
EXTENDED ADJOURNMENT OF THE 

HOUSE TO FEBRUARY 7, 2023, 
CARRIED 

MS. MARTSELOS: I MOVE, seconded by the 

honourable Member for Hay River North, that 
when this House adjourns on Thursday, 
November 3rd, 2022, it shall be adjourned until 
Thursday, February the 7th, 2023;  

AND FURTHERMORE, that if at any time prior 
February the 7th, 2023, that the Speaker is 
satisfied, after consultation with the Executive 
Council and Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, that the public interest requires that 
the House should meet at an earlier time 
during the adjournment, or at a time later than 
the scheduled resumption of the House, the 
Speaker may give notice and thereupon the 
House shall meet at the time stated in such 
notice and shall transact its business as if it 
had been duly adjourned to that time.   

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? Motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Member for Thebacha.  

MOTION 70-19(2): 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ELECTORAL 

BOUNDARIES COMMISSION ACT, 
CARRIED 

MS. MARTSELOS: Amendments to the 

Electoral Boundaries Commission Act.  

WHEREAS this Legislative Assembly 
appointed an Electoral Boundaries 
Commission pursuant to section 2(1)(b) of the 
Electoral Boundaries Commission Act, on 
June 3rd, 2021; 

AND WHEREAS the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission 2021 submitted its final report to 
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly on 
May 24th, 2022; 

AND WHEREAS the Speaker tabled the final 
report of the Electoral Boundaries Commission 
2021 on May 27th, 2022; 

AND WHEREAS there is a desire to review 
the names of certain electoral districts in the 
Northwest Territories; 

NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, second by the 
honourable Member for Hay River North, that 
the Legislative Assembly recommends that 
amendments to the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission Act be introduced during the life 
of this Legislative Assembly to:  
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A. Allow for the establishment of an Electoral 
Boundaries Commission within 18 months 
after the day fixed for the return of the 
writs for the 2023 election and 
subsequently for each second succeeding 
general election; and, 

B. Increase the composition of future 
Electoral Boundaries Commissions from a 
chairperson and two other members to a 
chairperson and four other Members.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the motion. Member for 
Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. I would just like to rise in support of 
this motion. I -- you know, absent legislation 
being passed in the remaining time in this 
Assembly, it looks like we're heading into an 
election with the same boundaries, which I 
think we all know have some discrepancies in 
population. And, you know, I don't think it's 
right for us to wait another eight years to then 
adjust those again. So by moving this up an 
Assembly, adding some more members and 
some better representation, hopefully the next 
Assembly can have a report and pass one of 
the recommendations in there.  

I also -- you know, originally when this 
electoral boundaries came out, there was 
some questions prescribed to it, such as 
election of the Premier, makeup of Cabinet, 
how we select Cabinet, and I think a number 
of kind of questions of consensus government 
that it was this Assembly's hope to tackle, and 
certainly if you add or remove Members, those 
questions, they come into play because it 
changes the balance on either side of the 
House. So it's my hope that by striking a more 
representative Electoral Boundaries 
Commission earlier, they can look at the 
boundaries, they can look at the issues and 
name changes that are coming up presently in 
the House, and they can look at, you know, 
some of these other issues of consensus 
government that I think was our hope to get to 
but are long overdue and have perhaps 
caused some frustration amongst Members. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. To the 

motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? Motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Member for Sahtu.  

MOTION 71-19(2): 
REAPPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HONOURS 

AND ADVISORY COUNCIL, 
CARRIED 

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  

WHEREAS the Order of the Northwest 
Territories was established in 2013 by the 
Territorial Honours Act recognizes individuals 
who have served with the greatest distinction 
and excellence in the field and endeavours 
benefiting the people of the Northwest 
Territories; 

AND WHEREAS Section 2(1) of the Territorial 
Emblems and Honours Act provides for the 
creation of a Northwest Territories Honours 
Advisory Council to review nominations and 
recommendation of appointments to the Order 
of the Northwest Territories; 

AND WHEREAS Section 21(2)(b) of the 
Territorial Emblems and Honours Act provides 
that the council be composed of not more than 
five members of the public appointed by the 
Legislative Assembly on the recommendations 
of the Board of Management; 

AND WHEREAS Section 22(2) of the 
Territorial Emblems and Honours Act provides 
that the Members of the panel hold office at 
pleasure for a term not exceeding three years; 

AND WHEREAS the appointment of the 
Members of Honours Advisory expires on 
June 1st, 2021; 

AND WHEREAS the Board of Management is 
tasking with recommended individuals to the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative 
Assembly to prepare to make a 
recommendation to the Commissioner; 

NOW THEREFORE I MOVE, second by the 
honourable Member of Hay River North, that 
the following persons be recommended to the 
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories for 
reappointment to the NWT Honours Advisory 
Council:  

 Ms. Sabrina Broadhead of Hay River; 

 Mr. Danny Gaudet of Deline; and, 

 Ms. Anne Peters of Yellowknife.  

AND FURTHER, that the effective date of 
these appointments shall be communicated to 
the Commissioner by the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly.  Mahsi, Madam 
Speaker.  
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DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? Motion is carried.  

---Carried 

Motions. Notice of motion for the first reading 
of bills. First reading of bills. Minister of 
Finance.  

First Reading of Bills 

BILL 71: 
APPROPRIATION ACT (INFRASTRUCTURE 

EXPENDITURES), 2023-2024 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam 

Speaker, I wish to present to the House that 
Bill 71, Appropriation Act (Infrastructure 
Expenditures), 2023-2024, be read for the first 
time. Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. 

Pursuant to Rule 8.2(3), Bill 71, Appropriation 
Act (Infrastructure Expenditures), 2023-2024, 
is deemed read for the first time and now is 
ready for second reading.  

First reading of bills. Second reading of bills. 
Minister of Justice.  

Second Reading of Bills 

BILL 65: 
BUILDER’S LIEN ACT, 

CARRIED 

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Madam Speaker, I 

move, seconded by the honourable Member 
for Yellowknife Centre, that Bill 65, Builder's 
Lien Act, be read for the second time.  

This bill repeals the Mechanics Lien Act. It 
replaces it with a new act that sets out modern 
law regarding builder's liens, an area of 
construction law. Specifically this new act sets 
out the following:  

 trust provisions and the duties of owners, 
contractors and subcontractors and 
vendors as trustees of revenue received; 

 details respecting how liens are created 
and calculated and how they can be 
applied as interest against land; 

 holdbacks and finishing holdbacks to 
ensure that contractors and 
subcontractors are not left out-of-pocket 

and the consequences of non-payment of 
holdbacks; 

 expiry, preservation and perfection of 
liens; 

 rights to information about contracts, 
subcontracts, trust funds, substantial 
performance and accounts; 

 examination and liability for not providing 
that information including for costs; 

 discharge of a preserved or perfected lien; 

 jurisdiction by the Supreme Court; 

 appointment of trustees and their powers; 

 priorities of liens over other interests and 
agreements; 

 surety bonds, their use and the rights of 
action that they impart; 

 miscellaneous provisions including acting 
in bad faith, abuse of process, service, 
how rules of the Supreme Court are 
applied; 

 regulation-making authority; and,  

 transitional provisions.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the principle of the bill. Member 
for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

In my previous life, I've had the experience of 
dealing with our Mechanics Lien Act, and I just 
want to commend the Minister on getting this 
done. It was a severely outdated piece of 
legislation, and I'm quite excited to get this 
done and review it in committee. Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. To the 

principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? Motion is carried. Bill 65 
has had second reading and is referred to 
standing committee for further consideration. 

---Carried 

Second reading of bills. Minister of Municipal 
and Community Affairs.  
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BILL 66: 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION ACT, 

CARRIED 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
honourable Member of Yellowknife South that 
Bill 66, An Act to Amend the Property 
Assessment and Taxation Act, be read for the 
second time.  

This bill makes several amendments to the 
Property Assessment and Taxation Act. The 
bill adjusts and clarifies certain definitions. It 
also gives the director of assessments greater 
authority in respect of first assessment orders, 
corrections to the rolls, and carrying out 
supplementary assessments.  

The bill updates provisions respecting 
municipal boards of revision, territorial boards 
of revision and the assessment appeal tribunal 
to extend terms of appointment, to adjust 
decision-making timelines, to allow for sole 
adjudication in certain circumstances; and, to 
change the title of "secretary" to "registrar."  

The bill also gives municipal employees the 
ability to purchase property at public auction 
with the approval of municipal council. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? Motion is carried. Bill 66 
has had second reading and is referred to 
standing committee for further consideration.  

---Carried 

Second reading of bills. Minister of Municipal 
and Community Affairs.  

BILL 67: 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE FIRE 

PREVENTION ACT, 
CARRIED 

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I move, 
seconded by the honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South, that Bill 67, An Act to 
Amend the Fire Prevention Act, be read for the 
second time.  

This bill amends the Fire Prevention Act to 

 add a liability exclusion provision for fire 
officials; 

 authorize the fire marshals to delegate 
their duties and powers; 

 make any requirements made in a plan 
review report by the fire marshal to be 
binding as orders; 

 establish a plan review appeal board and 
mechanism for an appeal of plan reviews 
made by the fire marshal instead of an 
immediate recourse to the Supreme 
Court; 

 authorize codes of rules and standards 
adopted under the Act to have legal force 
of effect; and, 

 modernize language including the use of 
gender-neutral language.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is in order. 

To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? Motion is carried. Bill 67 
has had second reading and is referred to 
standing committee for further consideration.  

---Carried 

Second reading of bills. Minister of Education, 
Culture and Employment.  

BILL 68: 
AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHILD DAYCARE 

ACT, 
CARRIED 

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Madam Speaker, I 

move, seconded by the honourable Member 
for Yellowknife South, that Bill 68, An Act to 
Amend the Child Daycare Act, be read for the 
second time.  

This bill amends the Child Daycare Act in 
order to 

 clarify exemptions from the application of 
the act; 

• establish a complaints process for 
parents to ensure compliance with 
prescribed rules of conduct; 

• provide for maximum childcare fees that 
can be charged by operators; 
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• provide for minimum pay rates for the 
employees of certain early learning and 
childcare facilities; 

• provide for the establishment of a 
certification process and for mandatory 
qualifications for early learning and 
childcare facility operators and staff; 

• update reporting requirements and 
provide for assigning unique identifiers 
for children that attend an early learning 
and childcare facility; and, 

• provide additional authorities for the 
regulation of childcare services.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
Abstentions? Motion is carried. Bill 68 has had 
second reading and is referred to standing 
committee for further consideration.  

---Carried 

Second reading of bills. Minister of Finance.  

BILL 71: 
APPROPRIATION ACT (INFRASTRUCTURE 

EXPENDITURES), 2023-2024, 
CARRIED 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam 

Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable 
Member for Boot Lake, that Bill 71, 
Appropriation Act (Infrastructure 
Expenditures), 2023-2024, be read for the 
second time.  

This bill authorizes the Government of the 
Northwest Territories to make appropriations 
for infrastructure expenditures for the 
2023-2024 fiscal year. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The motion 

is in order. To the principle of the bill.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. All those in favour? All those opposed? 
All those abstaining? The motion is carried. Bill 
71 has had second reading.  

---Carried 

Second reading of bills. Consideration in 
Committee of the Whole of bills and other 

matters. Bill 23, Bill 29, Minister's Statement 
264-19(2), Tabled Document 681-19(2), 
Tabled Document 694-19(2), with Member of 
Deh Cho in the chair.  

Consideration in Committee of the 
Whole of Bills and Other Matters 

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): I now 

call Committee of the Whole to order. What is 
the wish of committee? Member for Great 
Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Sorry, just chatting about 

housing, Mr. Chair. Mr. Chair, I move that the 
chair rise and report progress.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. 

There's a motion on the floor to report 
progress. The motion is in order and 
non-debatable. All those in favour? It's 
unanimous. Motion is carried.  

---Carried 

I will now rise and report progress. 

---SHORT RECESS  

Report of Committee of the Whole 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I have the report for 

Committee of the Whole. Member for Deh 
Cho.  

MR. BONNETROUGE: Madam Speaker, your 

committee has been considering Bill 23, Bill 
29, Minister's Statement 264-19(2), Tabled 
Document 681-19(2), Tabled Document 
694-19(2), and would like to report progress. 
And Madam Speaker, I move that the report of 
the Committee of the Whole be concurred 
with. Mahsi.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a 

seconder? Member for Yellowknife North. All 
those in favour? All those opposed? 
Abstentions? The motion's carried. 

---Carried 

Third reading of bills. Minister of Finance.  

Third Reading of Bills 

BILL 71: 
APPROPRIATION ACT (INFRASTRUCTURE 

EXPENDITURES), 2023-2024, 
CARRIED 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam 

Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable 
Member for Inuvik Boot Lake, that Bill 71, 
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Appropriation Act (Infrastructure 
Expenditures), 2023-2024, be read for the 
third time. And Madam Speaker, I would 
request a recorded vote.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is in order. 

To the motion. Member for Yellowknife North.  

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

When the capital budget was first introduced, I 
had a number of requests that would require 
my vote, and they were the same requests I've 
made for repeated years. They're largely ones 
of information, Madam Speaker. I do 
appreciate the Minister's new approach to 
passing more realistic capital budgets. I was 
informed today we may or may not have an 
asset management plan; it's certainly 
something I've never seen. But I'd like to go 
through what I would expect to be in a capital 
budget, and it would largely be an asset 
management plan.  

The first question would be, what do you own? 
There is no public listing of what GNWT 
current assets we own. The second question 
required in an asset management plan is, what 
is it worth? The tangible capital assets in the 
public accounts put it at about $3.6 billion but 
we know many of our assets have amortized 
to zero net book value. I think if you took the 
modern replacement value of all of our assets, 
we're in 10, $20 billion territory. We know that 
the power corp does have an asset 
management plan, and it is a very, very 
terrifying number, the costs that they need to 
replace their assets. But that's not public 
information for the GNWT.  

What is the condition of our assets? I know the 
department does, you know, both on our 
vertical and our horizontal inspections, but we 
also know that our deferred maintenance 
backlog is in the tens of millions of dollars 
behind. And I think it's generally fair to say that 
the condition of all of our infrastructure is in 
poor shape.  

What needs to be done? This is the next 
question in the asset management plan, and 
this is a bit of a prioritizing. What is the 
immediate things, what are things not in 
compliance with building codes? That's not 
public information.  

What do you need to do it? This is a question 
not just about money; it's about, you know, do 
we have the specialties, do we have the staff, 
and we know we've kind of landed on this 
$250 million a year figure that that's about the 
capacity of this territory to deliver capital. And 
so it should inform all of our next 20, 30 years 
of planning. I don't think the labour shortage 
for skilled trades is going to get any better any 

time soon. So that has to figure into our 
decision-making.  

How much will it actually cost? This is both an 
operations and maintenance, a deferred 
maintenance, and a replacement cost 
question.  

And lastly, how will we pay for it?  

All of this information should be contained in 
any asset management plan. These are the 
questions we require all of our municipalities to 
answer before they are provided with money. 
It is not something the GNWT states publicly. 
And I think, you know, recently I heard a 
power corp official describe the increasing rate 
increases the risk of a death spiral. And what 
happens is if those rates go much higher, 
they're going to lose customers and then 
they're not going to have the money to replace 
their very aging hydro infrastructure let alone 
the hundreds of kilometres of transmission 
lines and new infrastructure they are planning 
to build.  

We've heard repeatedly in this House the state 
of our housing corp infrastructure. They know 
that their capital is way behind, definitely in 
need of maintenance. If we are ever going to 
actually address the housing crisis, we know 
it's at least a billion dollars; I have heard the 
president of the housing corp say. MTS 
repeatedly states that their entire fleet is aging 
out; it is in need of replacement. I'll note during 
this process, the power corp, we get zero 
information of that. It's not included in our 
capital budgeting process. I get that but I think 
it would be helpful to include the power corp 
as an information item just as we do housing 
corp, similar for MTS.  

You know, there's no public reporting on the 
states of our roads and bridges. I know we do 
inspections of them. I know we're spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars to both replace 
current bridges that are well outdated and to 
build some very, very significant new bridges. 
All of this information I think exists in different 
places in the GNWT, but it's not coherently 
presented. All we get is this one-time snapshot 
that doesn't even show me what has actually 
been spent. It doesn't show me what's being 
spent in future years.  

I know there's this debate about whether I can 
get the information publicly about what a 
project is projected to cost before tendering. 
But nowhere do we actually publish what the 
final cost of any projects were. That's 
information I had to repeatedly ask for on the 
floor of this House. Nowhere did we find out 
whether those projects are actually on time 
and on budget. We've seen what the Fort 
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Good Hope seniors complex, as an example; 
that it fell off the budget years ago but is in 
nowhere complete, nowhere on time, and 
nowhere on budget. I think some sort of 
regular reporting of whether we are actually 
delivering this $250 million we are about to 
pass is actually going to get built and what's 
going to occur with it.  

We know there have been years and years of 
delays, and there is a variety of reasons for 
what those delays are. But I think that all 
needs to be publicly recorded and it needs to 
be included when the Cabinet comes forward 
and asks for hundreds of millions of dollars in 
new spending. Those questions need to be 
answered, and they need to be answered 
publicly. For that reason and those reasons, I 
won't be in favour of this capital budget. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. To the 

motion. Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

MR. EDJERICON: Yeah, thank you, Madam 

Speaker. There was an article in CBC Report 
that the Northwest Territories will receive $60 
million over two years to tackle the territory 
housing crisis from federal budget directing 
$10.1 million to housing. But how that funding 
will be allocated in the NWT isn't clear. Well, 
Madam Speaker, it's clear now that -- in this 
budget that we're going to spend $35 million 
fixing up public housing already in the 
communities. But the CMHC provides funding 
to the Housing Corporation for 
maintenance -- operation and maintenance. 
And I'm not sure why we're putting more 
money into it when it's not a housing crisis. We 
have housing crisis already in our 
communities, and that's where the money 
should be directed.  

For this year, the money's already been 
spoken for. For like I said earlier, the train left 
the station. Well, I wasn't involved in that, on 
that train, and decisions were already been 
made. But I'm saying next year, that this 
additional $30 million coming from Ottawa, 
those monies should be really directed to 
Indigenous governments so that they are able 
to deal with their own housing crisis as it is. 
Right now we're not meeting those housing 
crises right now. For that I am going to reserve 
my decision on this budget. Thank you.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. To the 

motion. Member for Great Slave.  

MS. NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, I do agree a lot with both 
what my colleagues have said so far about the 
capital estimates.  

When I look at our budgets and the way things 
have changed and the supplement -- the 
appropriation acts that are coming through, I 
see a lot of missed opportunity. I think that 
over the last several years we've lagged on 
projects that could have kept a lot of our 
Northwest Territories businesses going. Just 
the amount of money that we're now not 
spending and are moving into future years I 
think speaks volumes to that. Unfortunately, I 
don't think the GNWT is able to execute 
projects in a timely or cost-effective manner. 
And as such, then I do echo the comments of 
my colleague from Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh, that 
rather than spending more money on the 
government bloat and the administrative glut, 
that we put that money into the hands of 
Indigenous governments going forward and 
Indigenous organizations and allow them to 
take on their own projects, empower them to 
do their own work. And, you know, I have to 
say I think the GNWT has failed over the last 
several years to keep our economy going with 
capital spending. And as such, it's time to give 
the Indigenous governments a shot at it. 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: To the motion.  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question has been 

called. The Minister of Finance has requested 
a recorded vote. All those in favour, please 
rise.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Yellowknife South, the Member for 
Sahtu, the Member for Range Lake, the 
Member for Inuvik Boot Lake, the Member for 
Yellowknife Centre, the Member for Hay River 
North, the Member for Deh Cho, the Member 
for Hay River South, the Member for Kam 
Lake, the Member for Nunakput, the Member 
for Monfwi, the Member for Great Slave, the 
Member for Nahendeh.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: All those opposed, 

please rise.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Yellowknife North.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: All those abstaining, 

please rise.  

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Mercer): The 

Member for Tu Nedhe-Wiilideh.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: The results of the 

recorded vote is 13 in favour, one opposed, 
and one abstention. The motion is carried. Bill 
71 has had third reading. 

---Carried 
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Third reading of bills.  

Members, I will ask you to now close your 
laptops and phones down. Mr. Clerk, will you 
ascertain if the Commissioner of the Northwest 
Territories, the honourable Margaret Thom, is 
prepared to enter the Chamber and assent to 
the bills. 

ASSENT TO BILLS 

THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (Margaret M. 
Thom): Mahsi, Please be seated. Good 

afternoon, Madam Speaker, Premier 
Cochrane, Ministers, Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, staff and visitors in the 
public gallery. [No Translation]. 

Thank you, it is always a great feeling and an 
honour to be here and see all of you. Thank 
you for your ongoing commitment and hard 
work on behalf of the people of the Northwest 
Territories.  

With deep respect, I acknowledge and am 
reminded that we are on Chief Drygeese 
traditional territory, home to the Yellowknives 
Dene, the North Slave Metis, and Inuit. We are 
grateful to live, to work, to celebrate on your 
sacred lands and to welcome as visitors.  

I further extend my respect to all Indigenous, 
Metis, Inuit, and non-Indigenous people who 
make the Northwest Territories their home. It 
is my honour to take this moment to remember 
the dedication and proud service made by 
current and past brave members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces.  

Remembrance Day is Friday, November 11th, 
and it is a day when we remember and honour 
all who left their homes and families to fight for 
our country and, more importantly, for our 
freedoms. Some of these brave men and 
women never returned home. They died 
serving Canada.  

As your Commissioner, I will proudly take part 
in the Remembrance Day ceremony in Hay 
River this year, and I will remember and 
honour the fallen and their ultimate sacrifice 
for our country.  

It is with deep respect and pride that I mention 
a postage stamp that was issued by Canada 
Post on October 17th. It shows Sergeant 
Thomas "Tommy" George Prince in his 
Korean War uniform. Sergeant Prince is one of 
Canada's most decorated Indigenous war 
veterans and was a prominent Anishinaabe 
activist. He served Canada in World War II 
and in the Korean War. He died in 1977.  

November 8 is Indigenous Veteran’s Day, and 
on that day, I will remember and honour all 
Indigenous veterans by participating in the 
wreath ceremony at Lakeview Cemetery here 
in Yellowknife.  

As this sitting comes to an end, I would like to 
wish each and every one of you good health, 
happiness, prosperity, a time for relaxation 
and a balanced lifestyle. Enjoy the blessed 
season that is soon upon us with your families 
and your constituents.  

  In closing, may each of you be gifted with 
continued guidance and vision as you work 
together cooperatively for the betterment of all 
residents of the Northwest Territories. I wish 
you all safety in your journey home to your 
loved ones.  

Now, as Commissioner of the Northwest 
Territories, I am pleased to assent to the 
following bills:  

 Bill 48, Arbitration Act; 

 Bill 52, Elevators and Lifts Act; 

 Bill 53, An Act to Amend the Liquor Act; 

 Bill 58, An Act to Amend the Legislative 
Assembly and Executive Council Act, No. 
2; 

 Bill 59, An Act to Amend the Elections and 
Plebiscites Act; 

 Bill 69, Supplementary Appropriation Act 
(Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 
2022-2023; 

 Bill 70, Supplementary Appropriation Act 
(Operations Expenditures), No. 2, 
2022- 2023; 

 Bill 71, Appropriation Act (Infrastructure 
Expenditures), 2023-2024.  

Masi cho. Thank you. Quyananni. Merci 
Beaucoup. Koana.  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: You may be seated. 

Members, on behalf of the House, I thank the 
Commissioner, the Honourable Margaret M., 
Thom, for being here today. It is always a 
pleasure to have her in the chamber.  

I'd like to thank the pages who have been with 
us for this sitting. It is wonderful to see our 
youth with us in the chamber. I hope you have 
learned a little about how our unique form of 
consensus and how it works, and that you will 
stay interested in the Legislative Assembly 
where your representatives make decisions 
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that will affect your lives now and in the future. 
Please keep up the good work.  

I'd like to also encourage all our pages and all 
of our youth throughout the territory to learn 
about our Youth Parliament Program. Each 
year we host students in grade 9 to 10 from 
across the territory and hold a model session 
here. They have the opportunity to speak to 
and debate issues of importance. If you think 
you would be interested in the youth 
parliament, I encourage you to apply.  

Thank you also to the interpreters who have 
joined us for this sitting and put up with us and 
our fast talking. Our languages are vital to our 
cultures and we honour our official languages 
by using them. The interpreters make this 
possible for us.  

Members, I finally want to take a moment to 
thank our long-serving Sergeant-at-Arms, Mr. 
Brian Thagard. We don't typically 
acknowledge our staff for their vital 
contributions to our successes; however, this 
is the last sitting of the Assembly before his 
upcoming and well-deserved retirement. So 
today I am making an exception to recognize 
Mr. Thagard for his hard work and dedication. 
Mr. Thagard has had a 32-year career with the 
Government of the Northwest Territories, and 
for the past 18 years he has served this 
institution as our Sergeant-at-Arms, making 
him the longest currently serving 
Sergeant-at-Arms in Canada.  

---Applause 

I know he doesn't like limelight. His greatest 
satisfaction is keeping the lights on, as he 
would say, so I will keep this short.  

As Sergeant-at-Arms, Mr. Thagard has helped 
run a wonderful page program, bringing in 
youth from across the territory and giving them 
an experience that otherwise would not be 
available to them. He was also integral in 
setting up our direct-to-home broadcasting 
system, including appearing at the CRTC 
hearings in support of our application to have 
our proceedings designated as a must-carry 
channel on direct-to-home satellite television 
throughout the territory. As Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Mr. Thagard has overseen the security, 
operations, and improvements to the 
Legislative Assembly building for nearly two 
decades. We consider this building to be a 
place of the people, and we see the 
philosophy throughout the work of Mr. Thagard 
and his team. The improvements he has 
overseen to improve both accessibility and 
security in this building are a great example of 
how he has been able to strike the necessary 
balance between running a safe and secure 

Legislative Assembly building while ensuring 
that the building and our proceedings remain 
open and accessible to the public.  

Brian, you have been a part of this Assembly 
for so long that most of us cannot remember 
or imagine this place without your dedication 
and leadership. While I know that we have 
recommended the appointment of a very 
capable successor, we know that you will be 
missed. On behalf of this institution, I wish you 
and your wife Patrizia the very best in the next 
stages of your life. Brian, the world is your 
oyster; make the best of every day.  

Members, next Friday, November 11th, is 
Remembrance Day, and I encourage each of 
you, and all Northerners, to take some time to 
reflect upon and honour those who have 
served this country in the Canadian Armed 
Forces. These brave men and women 
dedicated, and in some cases gave their lives, 
to fight for our country and to make a better 
future for each of us. In these troubled times, 
their service and sacrifice are deserving of our 
gratitude more than ever. Members, please 
join me in thanking our veterans and serving 
members of our armed forces.  

---Applause 

Members, although this House will not sit 
again until the new year, we will remain busy. 
Our days will be filled with ongoing business of 
committees and government and our most 
important work serving our constituents. It's 
still a few weeks away, but as we enter the 
upcoming holiday season, I ask that you take 
some time to reflect upon what this season 
means to you. I also remind you to take the 
time to celebrate with your family and friends. 
Let them know how much they mean to you 
and how much you value their love and 
support and show them that they are 
appreciated.  

This is the time of year can be difficult for 
many people. If you find yourself having a 
difficult time, please reach out. There are 
many people who care about you and who are 
willing to help you in any way they can. If 
somebody else is having a hard time or you 
believe that they may be, please make a point 
of checking on them. As Northerners, we help 
each other, we support each other, and we 
rely on each other. As we celebrate the 
holidays, please remember to do so safely. 
Travel safely on our roads and on the land. 
Thank you, colleagues.   

I'd also like to take the time to -- this is 
Jennifer Franki-Smith, our clerk's last day in 
the House as when we return in February, 
she'll not be here and she may not be back. 
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And we may see her if some of us get back in 
here in the next term. Hopefully she comes 
right back.  

So orders of the day, Madam Clerk.   

Orders of the Day 

DEPUTY CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Ms. 
Franki Smith): [No Translation] Orders of the 

day for Tuesday, February 7th, 2023, 1:30 
p.m.  

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers’ Statements 

3. Members’ Statements 

4. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery 

5. Reports of Committees on the Review of 
Bills 

6. Reports of Standing and Special 
Committees 

7. Returns to Oral Questions 

- Oral Question 1163-19(2), 
Homelessness 

- Oral Question 1188-19(2), 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Canadian Red Cross 

- Oral Question 1246-19(2), Infertility 
Treatment 

8. Acknowledgements  

9. Oral Questions 

10. Written Questions 

11. Returns to Written Questions 

12. Replies to the Commissioner’s Address  

13. Petitions 

14. Tabling of Documents  

15. Notices of Motion 

16. Motions  

17. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

18. First Reading of Bills 

19. Second Reading of Bills 

- Bill 64, An Act to Amend the 
Legislative Assembly and Executive 
Council Act, No. 3 

20. Consideration in Committee of the Whole 
of Bills and Other Matters  

- Bill 23, An Act to Amend the Public 
Utilities Act 

- Bill 29, Resource Royalty Information 
Disclosure Statute Amendment Act  

- Minster’s Statement 264-19(2), 
Response to the NWT Chief 
Coroner’s Report on Suicide Report 
of Committee of the Whole 

- Tabled Document 681-19(2), 
Government of the Northwest 
Territories Response to Committee 
Report 26-19(2): Report on the Child 
and Family Services Act – Lifting 
Children, Youth and Families: An All 
of Territory Approach to Keeping 
Families Together 

- Tabled Document 694-19(2): 
Northwest Territories Coroner 
Service 2021-2022 Early Release of 
Data 

21. Report of Committee of the Whole 

22. Third Reading of Bills 

23. Orders of the Day  

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam 

Clerk. This House stands adjourned until 
Tuesday, February 7th, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 

 The House adjourned at 4:22 p.m. 
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