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Request for Special Audit by the Auditor General of Canada
on the Stanton Territorial Hospital Renewal Project

WHEREAS Members of this and previous Assemblies have expressed numerous
concerns about the Stanton Territorial Renewal Project and the impacts it may have on
the long-term fiscal well-being of the Government of the Northwest Territories and the
people it serves;

AND WHEREAS, at a cost of $750 million over 34 years, the Stanton Territorial Hospital
Renewal Project is reportedly the largest capital project ever undertaken by the
Government of the Northwest Territories;

AND WHEREAS the Government of the Northwest Territories reportedly overlooked to
include in the project costs a grant-in-lieu of property tax payment to the City of
Yellowknife, valued at $4.5 million annually, pushing the total project cost to an
estimated $900 million;

AND WHEREAS the Stanton Territorial Hospital Renewal Project has been described
as a public/private partnership between the Government of the Northwest Territories
and the Boreal Health Partnership;

AND WHEREAS the fundamental features of this partnership, including the long-term
liabilities and obligations of the Government of the Northwest Territories, are included in
a project agreement that was executed in the final days of the 17" Legislative
Assembly;

AND WHEREAS there have been, and remain, numerous deficiencies with the Stanton
Territorial Hospital Renewal Project that may affect the long-term operation and costs of
the project;

NOW THEREFORE | MOVE, seconded by the honourable Member for Frame Lake,
that the Legislative Assembly requests the Office of the Auditor General of Canada to
undertake a special audit of the Stanton Territorial Hospital Renewal Project, and report
thereon to the Legislative Assembly;
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AND FURTHER, that this special audit investigate the actual project costs and long-
term financial implications of the partnership arrangement, compliance with the
Financial Administration Act and the financial policies of the Government of the
Northwest Territories, value for money considerations, appropriation authority, reporting
and adherence to standard public procurement practices and processes;

AND FURTHERMORE, that the Auditor General investigate and consider any other
factors that, in their opinion, is relevant;

AND FURTHERMORE, that all employees and officials, respecting the broad powers of
investigation granted to the Auditor General under the Auditor General Act and
confirmed under the Northwest Territories Act, actively cooperate with the Auditor
General in providing all appropriate documents, papers and information requested by
the Office of the Auditor General,

AND FURTHERMORE, that the Government inform the Boreal Health Partnership and
all relevant contractors of the nature and purpose of the special audit;

AND FURTHERMORE, that the Office of the Auditor General is requested to complete
the special audit as soon as practicable and provide a report to the Legislative
Assembly;

AND FURTHERMORE, that the Speaker formally transmit this motion and the content
of our proceedings in relation to this motion to the Office of the Auditor General of
Canada for their consideration.



