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MEETING SD 62-19-21 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
~ 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2021 
COMMITTEE ROOM ‘A’ 

YELLOWKNIFE, NT 
11:00 AM 

AGENDA 
 

1. Prayer

2. Review and Adoption of Agenda

3. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

4. In-Camera Matters:
a.
b.
c.

5. New Business:
a. Housing Review Presentation by the City of Yellowknife

• Attachment #1: Presentation Slides

6. Date and Time of Next Meeting: Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 1:00 PM

7. Adjournment



Standing Committee on Social Development 

NWT Housing Review 
Homeowners and Private Landlords

April 8, 2021 

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-003



What are the challenges? 
1. Non-Market Housing Side of the Spectrum

2. Cost of Building

3. Cost of Operating
1. Electricity & Heat
2. Insurance
3. Taxes

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-004



How can the govt improve programs and supports? 
Non-Market Housing Side of the Spectrum 

• Implement and fund:
• “An Action Plan to Reduce Poverty in the NWT 2019-2022” ->
• “Mental Wellness and Addictions Recovery Action Plan”

• Government renewal exercise
• Federal funding

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-005

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GNWT Anti-poverty Plan Pg 24: https://www.hss.gov.nt.ca/sites/hss/files/resources/working-together-ii-action-plan-reduce-poverty.pdf

Mental Wellness & Addictions Recovery Action plan: https://www.hss.gov.nt.ca/sites/hss/files/resources/mind-and-spirit-promoting-mental-health-and-addictions-recovery-in-the-nwt.pdf

City’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness (pg 36 and 40): https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/living-here/resources/Homelessness/EVERYONE-IS-HOME---YELLOWKNIFE-10-YEAR-PLAN-TO-END-HOMELESSNESS-FINAL-REPORT-JULY-2017.pdf

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/speeches/2018/takes-a-village-build-a-city-housing-affordability-shared-responsibility: To maximize the impact of the Co-Investment Fund, over the next 10 years the Government of Canada will transfer up to $200 million in federal lands to community and affordable housing providers, to encourage the development of sustainable, accessible, mixed-income and mixed-use communities. It was recently suggested that only cities are offering surplus land; we are doing our part too. Starting later this year, we will also provide funding for renovations, retrofits and environmental remediation to ensure that surplus federal buildings are suitable for use as housing.





How can the govt improve programs and supports? 
Cost of Building 

1. Government renewal exercise – Work with municipalities
2. Red Tape Reduction Working Group

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-006

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NWTAC Resolutions:

- Building Code Act (Resolution 2020-16)
- Fire Prevention Act (Resolution RA-20-18-11)

https://nwtac.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-RA-Resolutions-post-AGM-updated.pdf



How can the govt improve programs and supports? 
Cost of Operating 

1. Electricity & Heat
• Construction of biomass and co-generation district heating systems
• Waste heat recovery from diesel generators
• Renewable diesel subsidy

2. Insurance
• Funding or LIC program
• App

3. Taxes
• Transfer vacant Commissioner’s Land within municipal boundaries to municipalities
• Close the municipal funding gap

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://anotheralt.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/climate-emergency-getting-the-nwt-off-diesel-plain-language-summary-april-22.pdf

The GNWT directly invest over the next 5 years in the construction of biomass and co-generation district heating systems in NWT communities (~$145M). This should be done over the next five years with financial support from the Government of Canada. 
The GNWT should also operate these systems and sell heat recovered from diesel generators and centralized biomass boilers at 80% of the price of fossil heating oil. 
The GNWT should immediately begin a transition from fossil diesel to renewable diesel. The GNWT can begin with its own internal operations, and show how renewable diesel can be used in its own boilers, vehicles, and generators. The GNWT should also work with fuel suppliers to purchase approximately 200M litres of renewable diesel per year within 5 years and provide a subsidy to reduce the price to be the same as fossil diesel (~$65M/yr). Combining renewable diesel use with the district heating systems in recommendation three would result in at least 600kt of annual reductions within 5 years and eliminate the need to purchase carbon offsets.



To End Homelessness in Yellowknife 
ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-008

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10 year plan to end homelessness (pg 50): https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/living-here/resources/Homelessness/EVERYONE-IS-HOME---YELLOWKNIFE-10-YEAR-PLAN-TO-END-HOMELESSNESS-FINAL-REPORT-JULY-2017.pdf

2018 Point-in-time count: https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/living-here/resources/Homelessness/2018-Point-in-Time-Homeless-Count-Report.pdf



Core Housing Needs 
• Housing adequacy (housing in need of

major repairs) and suitability
(overcrowding) are notably higher in
smaller communities compared to
Yellowknife.

• Yellowknife certainly faces these
challenges as well, but overall,
affordability is the greatest factor in its
Core Housing Need.

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-009

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/living-here/resources/Homelessness/EVERYONE-IS-HOME---YELLOWKNIFE-10-YEAR-PLAN-TO-END-HOMELESSNESS-FINAL-REPORT-JULY-2017.pdf

Pg 13: Everyone is Home – 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness



Core Housing Needs 
Core Housing Need has improved in rural areas, but doubled in 
Yellowknife due to affordability issues. 

From 2009 to 2014 progress was made in housing conditions in 
smaller non-market and market communities, and Core Housing 
Need dropped from 42% to 32%, and from 16% to 13% 
respectively.  

However, these improvements were countered by a doubling in 
Core Housing Need in Yellowknife from 9% to 18% between 2009 
and 2014. 

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/living-here/resources/Homelessness/EVERYONE-IS-HOME---YELLOWKNIFE-10-YEAR-PLAN-TO-END-HOMELESSNESS-FINAL-REPORT-JULY-2017.pdf

Pg 16: 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness



ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/living-here/resources/Homelessness/EVERYONE-IS-HOME---YELLOWKNIFE-10-YEAR-PLAN-TO-END-HOMELESSNESS-FINAL-REPORT-JULY-2017.pdf

Pg 23: Nearly 35% of the entire housing stock was built prior to 1980, and another 45% was added in during the 1980s and 1990s. Many houses are therefore reaching the age where major structural components will need to be replaced, often at a high cost in order to bring the dwellings up to current codes.

Apartments account for 10% of private dwellings, while single detached units and other buildings account for 90%. Greater housing diversity would contribute to affordability and provide more options to residents. In last year’s rental market survey, the purpose-built rental universe increased only marginally by 1.7% (34 units) to 1,978.44 Notably, this represents a 15% loss of rental units since 2006. 



Access to Land 
Transfer vacant Commissioner’s Land within municipal 
boundaries 

• Purple = Vacant GNWT Land

• Yellow = Land that’s been transferred to the City so far

• Grey includes Akaitcho Interim Land Withdrawal, Mines,
Airport, etc.

ATTACHMENT #1SD 62-19-012
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