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MEETING EDE 81-19-21 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND ENVIRONMENT 

~ 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2021  

TELECONFERENCE 
10:30 A.M. 

AGENDA 

1. Prayer

2. Review and Adoption of Agenda

3. Declarations of Conflict of Interest

4. Public Matters

a) Briefing on the Institutional Control Program with officials from the 
Government of Saskatchewan

5. In-Camera Matters

a) Wrap Up Discussion

6. Date and Time of Next Meeting:  At the Call of the Chair.

7. Adjournment
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Saskatchewan’s Institutional Control Program 
(ICP)

Ministry of Energy and Resources
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What is the ICP?
• According to internationally accepted definitions, “Institutional Control” 

consists of those actions, mechanisms, and/or arrangements implemented 
in order to maintain control or knowledge of a waste management site 

• A formal regulatory process that allows a proponent of a closed industrial 
site on Crown land to transfer the site responsibility back to the province 
when mining and milling activities have ended

• The Government of Saskatchewan’s successful administration of the ICP 
has been recognized both nationally and internationally and promotes 
sustainable mining in Saskatchewan
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Who benefits from the ICP?
• Local area residents

– Instills confidence for proper closure and allows opportunities to 
regain access to reclaimed areas

• Public
– Ensures long-term monitoring and maintenance of sites by placing the 

associated costs on the mining companies 

• Mining companies
– Relieves prior agreed upon environmental and financial commitments
– Achieves an operational endpoint that can help facilitate new business 

decisions

• Regulators
– Establishes environmental benchmarks to measure performance 

objectives
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Why do we need the ICP?
• Many of Saskatchewan mines and mills are on Crown land which is leased 

to mining companies

• Mines have a finite lifespan

• Helps to define the lifecycle of a mining operation

• Ensures that we do not duplicate past practices and improve on our 
regulatory processes
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Saskatchewan’s ICP Process
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The Life Cycle of a Mine
Exploration

Operation

Construction

Monitor

Decommission

Institutional Control 

Release
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• Legislated in accordance with The Reclaimed Industrial 
Sites Act and The Reclaimed Industrial Sites Regulations

• The ICP purpose

• Support the safe, environmentally-sound 
decommissioning of industrial sites

• Ensure the ongoing monitoring and maintenance of 
reclaimed sites

• Provide a funding mechanism to cover costs 
associated with the long-term monitoring and 
maintenance of reclaimed sites

• Ensure that records and information on the reclaimed 
sites are preserved through the establishment of a 
registry
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• The ICP confirms

• Protection of human health and safety

• Care for the environment

• Ensure future generations are not burdened with the long 
term costs of monitoring and maintenance

• Recognize all jurisdictional regulatory obligations

• The ICP components

• The Funds

• The Registry
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• Established and protected by 
Legislation 

• Proponents contributions based on 
site responsibility

• One fund for monitoring and 
maintenance costs 

• One fund for the costs of future 
unforeseen events

• The funds are reviewed and 
monitored by a Fund Advisory 
Committee

Institutional Control Program 
Funds
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• Establish a formal site record 

• Define site specific 
requirements for acceptance

• Maintains site activities

• Provide public access to records

• Maintain fund records and 
financial assurances

Institutional Control Program
Registry
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Institutional Control Program 
Acceptance

• Application of industrial site for acceptance
• Proponent submits a satisfactory monitoring and 

maintenance plan and satisfies all financial 
requirements

• Issuance of a Release from Decommission and 
Reclamation Requirements

• Surrender or Partial Surrender from the Surface 
Lease

• In the case of a nuclear waste or storage site, a 
license exemption from the Canadian Nuclear 
Safety Commission

• Administrative controls to monitor future land use
• Formal acceptance of site recorded in the Registry
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Institutional Control Program 
Management

• Publish an annual report describing the business of the funds along with 
financial statements

• Prepare an Institutional Control Report every five years to be laid before 
the legislative assembly

• Review the program legislation every five years

• Administer the monitoring and maintenance schedule and report 
inspection outcomes

• Publish and update the Registry report as new sites enter the ICP

EDE 81-014



Institutional Control Program 
Summary

• Administered by the Ministry of Energy and Resources

• Accepts mining and milling sites that are located on Crown lands

• Ensures sites are monitored and maintained into the future 

• Allows opportunity to regain access to former industrial sites

• Establishes an endpoint for mining company activities

• Improves regulatory process and learns from historical practices
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Institutional Control Program
Current Uptake

• 24 Beaverlodge area 
uranium mine sites

• 1 gold mine

• 1 silica sand operation
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Institutional Control Program 
Information

For more information go to www.saskatchewan.ca or 
email Dustin Zmetana @ dustin.zmetana@gov.sk.ca
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